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CHAP.  I. 

The  civil  and  military  hi/lory  of  Great  Britain, 
from  the  death  of  King  John,  A.D.  1216.,  to 
the  accejfion  of  Henry  IV.,  A.D.  1399. 

SECTION  I. 

From  the  death  of  King  John.,  A.D.  1216.,  to  the  death  of 
Henry III.,  A.D.  1272. 

r  I  ^HE  death  of  King  John  was  very  feafon-  A.D.iai6. 
able,    and   faved   both  his  family  and  his  ' — v"~-' 
country    from     the     ruin     with    which     they  King  John 
were  threatened,  by  the  confederacy  of  the  re-  ftafonabie. 
volted  barons  of  England  with  Prince  Lewis  of 
France. 
VOL.  vii.  B  William, 
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A.D.i»i6.      William,    Marfhal   of  England    and  Earl  of 

£ — ' '  Pembroke,  the  chief  fupport  and  ornament  of 

tion  of  the  royal  caufe,  conducted  young  Henry,  elded 
Henry  in.  fon  of  the  late  King,  to  Gloucefter,  where  he  had 
called  a  meeting  of  the  nobles  ;  and  placing  the 
infant  prince  (then  only  in  his  tenth  year)  in  the 
midft  of  the  aflembly,  he  addrefTed  them  in  a 
fpeech,  at  once  fo  full  of  wifdom,  loyalty,  and  pa- 
triotifm,  that  it  gained  every  heart.  All  the  ba- 
rons and  clergy  who  were  prefent,  acknowledged 
Henry  for  their  lawful  king,  and  proceeded  to 
Earl  of  his  coronation  on  the  28th  of  October '.  In  an- 
°^ier  aflembly  of  the  barons,  at  Briftol,  on  the 


Protedtor.  nth  of  November,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  was 
unanimoufly  chofen  Protector  of  the  kingdom  j 
a  truft  which  he  had  well  deferved,  and  which  he 
difcharged  with  the  greateft  honour,  wifdom, and 
fuccefs.  * 

Popular  One  of  the  firft  acts  of  the  Protector's  admi- 
niftration  was  to  renew  the  great  charter  of  liber- 
ties, the  darling  object  on  which  the  Englifh  had 
fet  their  hearts  ;  a  wife  meafure  which  brought 
great  popularity  to  the  royal  caufe 3.  At  the  fame 
time  he  wrote  letters  to  all  the  difcontented 
barons,  earneftly  entreating  them  to  fubmitto  the 
government  of  young  Henry,  againft  whom  they 
could  have  no  complaint,  folemnly  promifing 
them  indemnity  for  all  pad  offences,  and  all  pof- 

'  M.Paris,  p. aoo.     Hemlng.  1.3.  c.  I. 
*  M.Paris,  p. 300.     Chron.  Petriburgen.  Trivit.  p.i68. 
Blackftone's  Introduction  to  the  great  charter,  p. 43. 
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fible  fecurity  for  the  future  enjoyment  of  their  AJD.iai6. 
liberties,  honours,  and  eflates  4.  Thefe  letters 
produced  a  great  effect.  Several  powerful  ba- 
rons, as  the  Earls  of  Salifbury,  Arundel,  and 
Warrenne,  with  the  Protector's  eldefl  fon,  de- 
ferted Lewis,  and  came  over  to  Henry;  and  many 
others  waited  only  for  a  convenient  opportunity 
to  follow  their  example. 5 

While  thefe  things  were  doing  in  the  cabinet, 
the  war  was  going  on  in  the  field  with  various  Military 
fuccefs ;  but  without  any  decifive  action.  Lewis 
failed  in  all  his  attempts  upon  Dover,  through 
the  incorruptible  fidelity  and  invincible  refolu- 
tion  of  Hubert  de  Burgh,  its  heroic  governor 6.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1217.,  Lewis  received 
aconfiderable  reinforcement  from  France,  which, 
together  with  the  citizens  of  London,  (who  ftill 
warmly  efpoufed  his  caufe  againft  their  native 
prince)  enabled  him  for  fome  time  to  maintain 
thedifpute.  At  length,  on  the  igth  May  A.D. 
1217.,  a  decifive  battle  was  fought  in  the  flreets 
of  Lincoln,  in  which  the  army  of  Prince  Lewis 
was  entirely  defeated,  the  Earl  of  Perche,  its 
commander  in  chief,  was  killed,  and  many  of  the 
Englifh  barons  of  that  party  were  taken  prifoners7. 
On  the  news  of  this  defeat,  Prince  Lewis,  who  Peace 
was  then  befieging  Dover,  haflened  to  London  ;  j^L" 
but  fome  reinforcements  which  he  expected  being  Prince 

Lewis, 

4  Rymer,  vol.i.  p.aij>  216.     Brady,  Append.  No.i43. 

5  M.Paris,  p.  acn.  6  Id.  p.  300. 
:Id.  p.  304.     Chron.  Dunft.  p.8r. 
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deftroyed  by  the  Engliih  fleet,  and  the  royal 
army  approaching,  he  entered  into  a  negotiation 
with  the  Protestor,  which  foon  terminated  in  a 
peace s.  By  this  peace,  Lewis,  having  ftipulated 
for  a  full  indemnity  to  the  Englifh  of  his  party, 
renounced  his  pretenfions  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  foon  after  departed  with  all  his  forces 
into  France.  In  this  manner,  by  the  courage,  wif- 
dom,  and  moderation  of  the  Protector,  the  flames 
of  a  definitive  civil  war  were  happily  extin- 
guiflied,  and  young'  Henry  was  feated  in  peace 
on  the  throne  of  his  anceftors. 

After  the  departure  of  the  French,  the  Protec- 
tor faithfully  performed  every  article  of  the  treaty 
with  the  Engiifh  barons,  by  putting  them  in  full 
pofTeffion  of  their  eflates  and  honours ".  He  fent 
itinerant  judges  into  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  to 
fee  that  the  greater  charter,and  the  charter  of  the 
forefts,  were  fully  executed.  In  a  word,  he  omit- 
ted nothing  that  might  contribute  to  the  true  ho- 
nour of  his  royal  matter,  and  to  the  peace  and 
profperity  of  his  country.  Butwhilethis  great  and 
good  man  was  thus  nobly  employed,  he  was  car- 
ried offby  death  about  the  middle  of  March  A.D. 
1219.,  to  the  unfpeakable  lofs  both  of  the  King 
and  kingdom.  He  was  fucceded  in  the  regency 
by  Peter  de  Roches  Bifhop  of  Winchefter,  a 
Poi6liven,and Hubert  deBurgh,high  judiciary . '* 


8  Rymer,  vol.i.  p.2Zl.     M.Paris,  p. a  10. 
*  M.  Paris,  p.  2 10.     Annal.  Waverlien.  p.  184. 
s*  Chron.  T.  Wikes,  p.  39.     M.Paris,  p.  aio. 
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One  of  the  word  confequences  of  the  late  civil  AD.  1219. 
wars  was,  that  they  greatly  increafed  the  lawlefs  ^rTT't 

/   '  •;  Conduit  of 

licentious  Ipmt  or  many  of  the  great  barons,  who  the  new 
were  little  better  than  great  robbers  ;  and  the  resent8- 
mutinous  difpofition  of  the  citizens  of  London, 
who  were  ftill  very  much  difaffec~led  to  the  pre- 
fent  government.  The  new  regents  employed  the 
three  firftyears  of  their  administration  in  reducing 
the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  and  ibme  other  turbulent 
barons,  to  order,  and  in  quelling  and  punifliing 
ibme  dangerous  mutinies  of  the  Londoners.  In 
doing  this  they  exercifed  fome  a£ts  of  power  and 
fevererity,  by  which  they  gave  great  offence; 
particularly,  by  commanding  one  Conflantine,  an 
audacious  incendiary,  and  fome  other  ringleaders 
of  the  London  mob,  to  be  hanged  without  a 
formal  trial.  ll 

Hubert  de  Burgh,  who  had  the  chief  direction  A.D.I22*. 
of  affairs,  thought  it  would  diminifli  the  general  Henry  de- 


odium  which  his  great  power,  and  the  fpirited  ^aere< 
exertion  of  it,  had  drawn  upon  him,  to  have  the 
King,  who  was  now  in  his  fixteenth  year,  declared 
of  age.  He  therefore  obtained  a  bull  from  the 
Pope  (who  was  flill  confidered  as  fuperior  lord  of 
the  kingdom),  declaring  Henry  of  age,  and  com- 
manding  all  the  barons  to  deliver  up  the  royal 
caflles,  which  they  held,  into  the,  King's  hands.  12 

The  high  jufticiary  fet  an  example  of  obedience  Refraaory 
to  this  bull,  by  giving  up  the  tower  of  London,  barons  re' 

11  M.Paris,  p.  214.  218.      Chron.  Dunft.  p.ijg.     Annal.  Waver- 
lien.  p.  187.  "  M.  Paris,  p.  220.     Trivit.  p.  174. 
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Dover  caftle,  two  royal  fortreffes,  which  had 
been  committed  to  his  cuftody  during  the  King's 
minority.     But  this  was  an  example  which  many 
of  the  barons  did  not  incline  to  follow.     The 
Earls  of  Chefter  and  Albemarle,   and  feveral 
others,  refufed  to  give  up  the  royal  caftles  which 
were  in  their  cuftody,  raifed  forces  to  fupport 
their  refufal,  and  the  nation  was  threatened  with 
another  civil  war;  which  was  happily  prevented 
by  the  interpolation  of  the  Archbiftiop  of  Canter- 
bury, who,  by  threatening  the  refractory  barons 
with  excommunication,  brought  them  tofubmit.13 
AJ).iaa4.      Some  events  had  lately  happened  in  France, 
War  with  which  engaged  the  attention  of  Henry  and  his  mi- 
conduded   nn^ers>  particularly  the  death  of  Philip  Auguftus, 
by  a  truce,  and  the  fiicceffion  of  his  fon  Lewis.    That  prince 
had  engaged,  by  a  fecret  article  in  the  treaty 
which  he  made  with  Henry  at  his  departure  out 
of  England  (as  fome  of  our  hiftorians  affirm),  to 
reftore  Normandy  at  his  acceffion  to  the  crown  of 
France '4.    AmbaflTadors  were  fent  to  demand  the 
performance  of  this  article ;  but  Lewis  was  fo 
far  from    complying  with  this  demand,  that  he 
raifed  an  army,  with  which  he  fell  into  the  pro- 
vince of  Poi6tou,  which  ftill  belonged  to  England, 
took  feveral  places  of  ftrength,  and  at  laft  the 
city  of  Rochelle,  the  capital  of  the  province IS. 
Qn  the  news  of  thefe  loffes,  Henry  called  a  parlia- 
ment at  Weftminfter,  from  which  he  requefted  an 

1J  M.Paris,  p.aai.     Chron.  Donft.  p.i38. 

14  M.  Paris,  p. 307.  "  Rymer,  vol.i.  p.  169. 
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aid  to  enable  him  to  put  a  (lop  to  the  progrefs  of  A.D.  1*24 
the  French  arms,  which  threatened  the  total  ex-  '  -  ""—  -* 
pulfion  of  the  Englifh  from  the  continent.  The 
parliament  at  firfl  (hewed  no  great  difpolition  to 
comply  with  this  requeil  ;  but  upon  the  King's 
confenting  to  confirm  the  charters  of  their  liber- 
ties,  they  granted  him  a  fifteenth  of  all  the  move* 
ables  both  of  the  clergy  and  laity16.  With  this 
money  the  King  raifed  a  confiderable  army,  which 
he  fent  into  France,  under  the  command  of  his 
brother  Prince  Richard  Earl  of  Poietou  and  Corn- 
wall, and  the  Earl  of  Salifbury.  Thefe  generals 
having  landed  with  an  army  at  Bourdeaux,  A.D. 
1225.,  recovered  fome  places,  and,  in  A.  D.  1  227., 
brought  the  King  of  France  to  confent  to  a  truce 
for  three  years  l7.  By  this  means  peace  was  re- 
flored  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

Henry,  in  a  parliament  held  at  Oxford  in  Fe-  A.D.I«;. 


bruary  A.D.  1227.,  was  declared  of  full  age  for  ~ 


i 
government,  and  the  Regent,  Hubert  de  Burgh,  govern- 

di  veiled  of  his  office  5  but  ftill  retaining  the  favour  ment* 
of  the  King,  he  was  made  Earl  of  Kent.  l8 

A  violent  quarrel  broke  out  this  year  between  A.D.na8. 
King  Henry  and  his  brother  Richard  Earl  of  Corn-  Quarrel 

between 

wall.    Richard  had  feized  a  manor  belonging  to  Henry  and 
one  Walleran,  affirming  it  belonged  to  his  earldom  hls.  br°ther 
of  Cornwall;  and  when  the  King  commanded  him  Richard. 
to  reftore  it  to  its  former  owner,  he  refufed  to 
obey;  and  forming  a  confederacy  with'  feveral 

16  M.Paris,  p.  313.     Rymer,  vol.  I.  p.  377. 

*  Rymer,  vol.  i.  p.,294^z95.  1S  M.Paris,  p.  333. 
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A.D.iaa8.  great  barons,  raifed  a  powerful  army.    The  King 
"""v~-"'  being  quite  unprepared  to  refill  fo  great  a  force, 
and  knowing  his  brother's  covetous  difpoh'tion, 
entered  into  a  negotiation  with  him,  and  gained 
him  over  by  a  grant  of  lands  of  much  greater 
value  than  thofe  in  queftion.     The  confederates 
being  thus  deprived  of  their  head,  were  obliged 
to  difmifs  their  forces,  and  remain  quiet. i9 
A.D.ia29.       Lewis  VIII.  of  France,  after  a  very  fhort  reign, 
Expedition  Was  now  dead;  and  having  been  fucceeded  by  an 
tinent.     "  infant  fon,  that  kingdom  became  a  fcene  of  great 
confulion,  and  prefented  Henry  with  a  favourable 
opportunity  of  recovering  his  French  dominions. 
The  Normans  even  importuned  him  to  come  over 
with  an  army,  and  promifed  to  receive  him  with 
open  arms  *°.     But  Henry  being  engaged  in  tri- 
fling difputes  with  his  Englilh  fubjec~ls,  neglected 
this  favourable  opportunity.  At  length,  however, 
when  the  troubles  in  France  were  compofed,  and 
Queen  Blench  eflablilhed  in  the  regency,  Henry, 
very  unfeafonably,  refolved  to  make  a  vigorous 
attempt  for  the  recovery  of  thefe  dominions.   But 
this  attemptwas  as  ill  conducted  as  it  was  ill  timed. 
In  the  year  1229.  Henry  fummoned  all  his  mi- 
litary tenants,  both  in  England  and  Ireland,  to 
attend  him  at  Portfmouth  on  Michaelmas  day,  in 
order  to  embark  for  France.  In  confequence  of 
this  fummons,  a  very  numerous  and  gallant  army 
appeared  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  ;  but 
fuch  was  the  negligence  or  treachery  of  Henry's 

"  M.Paris,  p,  333.  :c  Id.  p.  143. 
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minifters,  that  fufficient  numbers  of  ihips  were 

not  provided  for  their  tranfportation.  This  occa-  ' * — -^ 

fioned  the  expedition  to  be  delayed.  Henry 
having  fpent  the  winter  in  railing  money  by  very 
illegal  and  oppreffive  methods,  re-aiTembled  his 
army  in  the  fpring,  and  'on  the  lad  day  of  April 
A.  D.  1230.,  he  embarked  forFrance,  and  in  a  few 
days  arrived  at  St.  Male's.  The  arrival  of  the 
Englifh  army  revived  the  fpirits  of  the  malecon- 
tents  in  France;  the  Duke  of  Britanny  joined  the 
Englifli,  with  all  his  forces;  and  every  thing  wore 
a  promising  afpecl.  But  all  thefe  blooming  hopes 
were  blafled  by  the  mifconduet  of  Henry,  who 
fpent  the  whole  campaign  without  any  action  of 
moment,  in  a  continued  courfe  of  expenfive  plea- 
fures  ;  fo  that  many  of  the  poorer  Anights  were 
obliged  to  fell  their  horfes  and  arms  to  defray 
their  expences.  About  the  end  of  October,  Henry 
returned  to  England,  covered  with  difgrace. 21 

The  hiilory  of  England  for  fome  years  after  Fall  of 
this,  conlifts  of  little   elfe,  but  fome  court-in-  Hubert  de 

Burgh. 

trigues,  and  violent  contefts  for  power,  between 
the  Bilhop  of  Winchefter  and  the  high  judiciary. 
The  late  mifcarriages  abroad  had  rendered  the 
miniftry  of  Hubert  de  Burgh  exceedingly  odious, 
both  to  the  nobility  and  common  people.  The 
King,  who  was  naturally  fickle,  being  teafed  with 
continual  complaints  againft  his  minifler,  began 
to  withdraw  his  affection  from  him;  which  being  A.D.ia3z. 
obferved  by  his  enemies,  they  redoubled  their 

'  M.Paris,  p.  249.  251,  252.     Annal.  Warerlien.  p.  192. 
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A.D.I23*.  clamours  againft  him,  and  at  laft  wrought  his 
downfall".  Hubert  was  removed  from  his  place 
of  high  judiciary,  though  it  had  been  granted 
him  for  life ;  and  he  was  commanded  to  give  an. 
account  of  the  difpofal  of  the  revenues  of  the 
crown  during  his  adminiflration.  The  fallen  mi- 
nifter,  perceiving  his  ruin  was  refolved  upon,  and 
even  his  life  in  danger,  took  fanctuary  in  the 
priory  of  Merton  ;  from  whence  the  King  com- 
manded the  mayor  of  London  to  bring  him  either 
dead  or  alive.  The  mayor  and  citizens  of  Lon- 
don, to  whom  Hubert  had  always  been  peculiarly 
odious,  were  preparing  to  execute  thefe  orders 
with  great  pleafure,  and  had  aflembled  to  the 
number  of  twenty  thoufand  for  thatpurpofe;  when 
fome  of  the  moft  prudent  barons  reprefenting  ta 
the  King  the  danger  of  fuch  tumultuary  proceed- 
ings, and  of  committing  the  execution  of  juftice 
to  an  enraged  mob,  be  recalled  his  orders.  Hu- 
bert, fome  time  after,  having  privately  left  his 
fanc~luary  to  vifit  his  wife,  who  was  lifter  to  the 
King  of  Scots,  was  difcovered  and  purfued  by 
fome  foldiers  into  a  fmall  church  ;  from  whence 
they  dragged  him  ;  and  having  loaded  him  with 
infults  and  indignities,  carried  him  to  the  tower 
of  London.  But  the  church  interpofing,  obliged 
the  King  to  return  him  to  his  fanctuary  ;  where 
he  was  fo  ilri6lly  guarded,  to  prevent  his  efcaping, 
or  receiving  any  victuals,  that  he  furrendered 
himfelf,  and  was  once  more  lodged  in  the  tower23. 

21  M.Paris,  p.  3  76.  23  Id.  p.  1,5  8 — a.6z. 
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When  he  was  every  moment  expe&ing  the  word  A.D.i»3» 
effects  of  the  malice  of  his  enemies,  the  King's 
refentment  began  to  cool,  and  he  pofitively  re- 
fufed  to  confent  to  the  death  of  a  man  who  had 
adhered  fo  fteadily  to  his  father  and  himfelf  in 
their  adverfity.  Hubert,  after  many  various 
turns  of  fortune,  at  laft  recovered  fome  degree  of 
the  King's  favour ;  but  wifely  abflained  from  all 
concern-in  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs.14 
Whatever  were  the  faults  of  the  late  minifter, 
the  nation  reaped  no  advantage  from  his  fall.  He  Difcon- 
wasfucceeded  by  his  great  rival  and  enemy,  Peter 
de  Roches,  Bifhop  of  Winchefler,  a  man  of  a  very  baron*. 
bold  and  enterpriiing  fpirit.  This  minifter  in- 
vited over  many  of  his  own  countrymen  from 
Poidbou,  on  whom,  by  his  perfuafion,  Henry  be- 
ftowed  all  offices  of  honour  and  profit,  procured 
them  the  richeft  heireffes  in  marriage,  and  gave 
them  the  wardfliip  of  the  richeft  of  the  royal 
wards zs.  Thefe  foreigners,  elated  by  profperity 
and  court-favour,  treated  the  Englifti  nobility 
with  contempt.  But  the  great  barons  were  not 
of  a  temper  to  bear  fuch  treatment  with  patience: 
a  number  of  them,  with  the  Earl  of  Pembroke 
at  their  head,  boldly  remonftrated  to  the  King 
againft  this  preference  given  to  foreigners  before 
his  own  nobility.  To  this  remonftrance  the  Bifhop 
of  Winchefter,  in  the  King's  name,  returned  a 
haughty  anfwer ;  with  which  the  barons  were  fa 

24  Chron.  T.Wikes,  p.4i,  4».     Chron.  Dunft.  p.  210. 

25  Chron.  Dunft,  p.  151.     M.  Paris,  p.  45  8. 
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much  provoked,  that  they  withdrew  from  court. 
The  King  foon  after  fummoning  a  parliament  to 
meet  at  Oxford  24th  June,  A.  D.  1233.,  the 
barons  by  concert  refufed  to  attend.  Nor  did 
they  pay  any  greater  regard  to  a  fecond  fummons, 
to'  meet  July  1 1 .  at  Weftminfter.  They  even 
went  fo  far  as  to  fend  the  King  a  meflage,  that 
if  he  did  not  immediately  difmifs  the  Biihop  of 
Winchefter  and  the  Poietivens  from  court,  they 
would  drive  both  him  and  them  out  of  the  king- 
dom, and  place  the  crown  on  a  worthier  head26. 
This  daring  language  greatly  alarmed  the  King 
and  his  minifler ;  who,  plainly  feeing  that  the 
barons  were  formidable  while  they  were  united, 
laid  a  fcheme  fo  divide  them ;  in  which  they 
were  fuccefsful.  Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall,  the 
King'sbrother,  together  with  the  Earls  of  Chefter 
and  Lincoln,  being  gained  by  the  court,  fo  many 
deferted  the  confederacy  that  the  Earl  of  Pern- 
broke  was  almoft  left  alone,  to  bear  the  weight 
of  the  royal  indignation.  That  valiant  nobleman, 
after  defending  himfelf  very bravelyfor  fome  time 
in  England,  was  decoyed  into  Ireland,  by  a  con- 
trivance  of  the  Bifhop  of  Winchefter,  and  there 
bafely  betrayed  and  murdered 2?.  Thus  did  that 
bold  and  cunning  minifler  diffipate  this  formi- 
dable confederacy,  and  triumph  over  .his  ene- 
mies, by  the  moft  wicked  arts. 


26  M  Paris,  p.*6j.  '7  Id.  p. 263,  264,  165,  &c. 

Annal.  Waverlien.  p.  195.     Chron.  Dunft.  p.  419. 
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But  this  triumph  of  the  Bifhop  of  Winchefter  A.D.iz34. 
was  but  of  fhort  duration.     Edmund  Archbifliop  J"~T"  -  ' 
of  Canterbury  reprefented  to  the  King,  in  fuch  Of  Peter 
flrong  and  lively  terms,  the  great  injury  which  he  d(;  Roches» 
did  to  himfelf  and  his  fubjec~ls,  by  placing  fuch 


unbounded  confidence  in  fo  hated  a  minifler,  and  ter. 
loading  ftrangers  with  fuch  unmerited  honours, 
that  Henry's  eyes  were  opened  ;  the  Bifhop  of 
Winchefter  was  commanded  to  retire  to  his  dio- 
cefe;  the  Poiclivens  were  turned  out  of  all  their 
places  ;  which  were  filled  by  Englifhraen.  The 
primate,  by  whofe  influence  this  change  was 
brought  about,  had  a  great  fway  in  the  new  ad- 
miniftration;  from  which  the  people  entertained 
the  mofl  fanguine  hopes.  z8 

King  Henry,  who  was  now  in  his  twenty-ninth  AD.H36. 
year,  had  been  as  unfortunate  in  love  as  in  war,  Henry's 
having  paid  his  addrefles  to  feveral  ladies  without  ^dTsf*' 
fuccefs.  At  laft,  however,  in  the  beginning  of  the  confe- 
year  1236.,  he  was  married  to  Eleanora,  fecond  q 
daughter  to  the  Count  of  Provence  ;  which  mar- 
riage foon  became  the  occafion  of  new  difquiets*9. 
The  Queen  was  followed  into  England  by  many  of 
her  relations  and  countrymen,  who  became  great 
favourites  with  Henry,  who  on  all  occalions  dif- 
covered  an  extravagant  fondnefs  for  ftrangers. 
William  of  Savoy,  Bimop  of  Valence,  the  Queen's 
maternal  uncle,  became  prime  minifter,  and  had 
the  chief  direction  of  all  affairs30.   Peter  de  Savoy 
was  made  Earl  of  Richmond,  and  Boniface  de  Sa- 


*  M.Paris,  p.ayij  tjz. 

29  Heming.  p.573-     M.Paris,  p. 276.     Rjrmer,  torn. I.  p.448- 

*•  M.Paris,  p. 496,  &c.     M.Weft.  p.jjX. 
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A.D.ii36.  voywas  raifed  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  and  almofl 
' — ' — "J  all  other  places  of  power  and  trufl  were  again  filled 
by  foreigners.  Thefe  proceedings  did  not  fail  to 
revive  the  difcontents  of  the  Englifh  barons;  and 
the  hiftory  of  England  for  fome  years  after  the 
King's  marriage  confifts  chiefly  of  the  remon- 
ilrances  of  the  Englifti  nobility  againft  the  foreign 
favourites,  and  their  attempts  to  remove  them 
from  the  King's  prefence  and  councils,  and  the 
arts  of  thefe  favourites  to  maintain  their  ground. 
Whenever  Henry  was  hard  prefTed  and  threat- 
ened, or  flood  in  need  of  money  from  his  parlia- 
ment, he  made  the  moflfolemnpromifes  to  difmifs 
all  foreigners,  and  to  govern  only  by  the  advice  of 
his  barons ;  but  as  foon  as  the  danger  was  over, 
and  his  wants  fuppHed,  he  wantonly  violated  all 
his  promifes. 3I 

A.D.<»38.  Amongft  other  foreigners  who  at  this  time 
Simon  de  crOwded  the  court  of  England,  was  Simon  de 
Montfort,  fecond  fbn  of  the  famous  Earl  of  Mont- 


mar  nes 


the  King's  fort,  general  of  the  croifadeagainflthe  Albigenfes. 
This  young  nobleman  enjoyed  fo  great  a  degree 
of  Henry's  favour,  that  he  ventured  to  pay  his 
adrefTes  to  his  fifter  Eleanora,  Countefs-dowager 
of  Pembroke,  whom  he  married  with  the  King's 
confent,  and  was  created  Earl  of  Leicefter  Feb- 
ruary 2.,  A.D.  1239. :  for  which  great  favours  this 
nobleman  did  not  make  a  very  grateful  return, 
as  will  appear  from  the  fequel  of  this  hiftory. 32 
AJ>.i»4o.  The  perfon  andgovernmentof  Henry  werenow 
&c<  becomeexceedingly  unpopular, by  his  incorrigible 

Expedition 
to  the  con- 
tinent. J'  M.Paris,  p.j04.  col.*.  32  Id. 314- 
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attachment  to  foreigners,  —  his  violation  of  the 
moll  folemn  promifes,  —  his  many  illegal  and  ar- 
bitrary exactions  of  money,  —  and  the  affiftance 
which  he  gave  to  the  papal  legates  in  the  like  ex- 
adtions ;  —  by  all  which  the  kingdom  was  op- 
prefTedand  fleeced  in  the  moft  intolerable  manner. 
While  Henry  was  on  fuch  ill  terms  with  his  fub- 
je6ls  at  home,  he  very  imprudently  entered  upon 
a  foreign  expedition.  Ifabella,  the  Queen-mother 
of  England,  foon  after  the  death  of  King  John, 
married  the  Earl  of  Marche,  to  whom  fhehadbeen 
betrothed  in  her  youth.  The  eftates  of  that  earl 
lay  in  that  part  of  Poiclou  which  was  fubjecl;  to 
France  ;  and  Lewis  IX.,  having  beftowed  that 
country  on  his  brother  Alphonfo,  to  him  he  com- 
manded the  barons  of  thefe  parts  to  pay  homage. 
Queen  Ifabella  perfuaded  her  hufband  to  refufe 
this  homage  as  below  his  dignity,  to  make  off  his 
allegiance  to  France,  and  call  in  her  fon  the  King 
of  England  to  his  protection.  Henry  acceptedthe 
invitation,  and  raifed  an  army,  with  which  he  in- 
vaded France,  A.D.  1242.  But  this  expedition 
was  neither  better  conducted,  nor  more  fuccefs- 
ful,  than  his  former  one  into  that  country.  Lewis 
foon  reduced  that  part  of  Poi6tou  which  belonged 
to  England,  and  obliged  the  Earl  of  Marche  to  im- 
plore his  mercy  ;  and  if  that  good  King  had  not 
been  reftrained  by  fcruples  of  confcience,  he 
would  have  deprived  Henry  of  his  few  remaining 
dominions  on  the  continent 33.  The  King  of  Eng- 

33  M.Paris,  p«39*>  393»  &c.     M.Weft.  p.  306.     Chron.  Dunft. 
p.  15  3. 
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A.D.I340.  land,  after  buying  a  truce  of  five  years  with 
' — '-— '  France,  and  expending  an  immenfe  fum  of 
money  in  this  difgraceful  expedition,  returned  to 
England  in  September  A.D.  1243.  >  anc^  *n  orc^er 
to  conceal  his  lhame,  he  commanded  all  his  mi- 
litary tenants  to  meet  him  at  Portfmouth,  and 
conduct  him  to  London,  in  great  pomp,  as  if  he 
had  returned  victorious. 34 

A.D.U44.  A  government  at  once  fo  weak  and  fo  proftife, 
A  par-  could  not  fail  to  become  daily  more  and  more 
odious  and  contemptible.  The  King,  whofe  pro- 
digality rendered  him  always  indigent,  foon  after 
his  return  fummoned  a  parliament  to  fupply'his 
wants.  The  parliament,  far  from  granting  his 
requeft,  being  now  fully  convinced  of  his  inca- 
pacity for  government,  formed  a  fcheme  to  de- 
prive him  of  the  adminiflration,  and  commit  it  to 
four  great  barons  chofen  by  themfelves  :  but  by 
fuddenly  difiblving  the  parliament,  he  prevented 
the  execution  of  that  fcheme. 3S 

A.D.I347.      Still  further  to  increafe  the  miferies  of  theking- 
Arrivai  of   dorp,  and  to  render  the  King  and  his  government, 
uterine^  *  ^  Pomble,  m<>re  odious,  a  new  company  of  foreign- 
brothers,     ers  arrived  A.D.  1247.^     Thefe  were  three  of 
the  King's  uterine  brothers,  fons  of  the  Earl  of 
Marche  and  Queen  Ifabella,  who  was  now  dead. 
Thefe  young  noblemen,  at  their  arrival,  were  ex- 
tremely indigent.  Henry  received  them  with  great 
kindnefs;  and, without  confidering  either  his  own 

34  M.Paris,  p.  409.     Cbron.  T.  Wikw,  p.4j. 

35  M.Paris,  p.433.  3C  Id.  p-49i.  495» 
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circumftances,  or  the  difcontents  of  his  fubjects, 
made  hade  to  load  them  with  wealth  and  ho- 
nours37. This  continual  profufion  had  now 
brought  Henry  into  fucli  ftraits,  that,  to  pay  fome 
part  of  his  debts,  he  was  obliged  to  fell  his  jewels; 
which  were  purchafed  by  the  citizensof  London38. 
He  had  broke  his  faith  fo  frequently  to  his  par- 
liaments, that  it  was  now  become  cuftomary  with 
thefe  great  afTemblies  to  anfwer  all  his  demands 
of  money  with  cutting  reproaches  for  theviolation 
of  his  promifeSjhis  profufion  to  foreigners,  and  his 
other  a6ls  of  male-adminiflration.  This  obliged 
Henry  to  have  recourfe  to  many  illegal  and  op- 
prefiive  methods  of  railing  money  to  fupply  his 
wants.  In  order  to  furnifh  a  plaufible  pretence 
for  thefe  exactions,  he  affumed  the  fign  of  the 
crofs  in  the  year  1 250.,  and  declared  his  refolution 
to  go  in  perfon  into  Paleftine,  at  the  head  of  an 
army,  for  the  recovery  of  the  Holy  Land 39.  To 
defray  theexpencesof  this  expedition,  he  extorted 
money  from  the  Jews,  the  clergy,  the  cities,  the 
merchants,  and,  in  a  word,  from  all  kind  of  per- 
fons,  by  all  kind  of  means ;  but  having  obtained 
the  money,  he  talked  no  more  of  the  expedition. 
Notwithstanding  all  thefe  expedients  for  raifing 
money,  fuch  was  the  infatiable  avarice  of  thofe 
foreign  harpies  with  whom  Henry  was  furrounded, 
that  he  was  thereby  reduced  to  fuch  ftraits  as  to  fay, 
"  that  alms  given  to  him  were  more  charitably 
"  beftowed  than  on  the  wretch  who  begged  from 

:?  Knyghton,  001.2436.  3!  M. Paris,  p.joi. 

39  Id.  p.jiS.     M.Weft.  p. 338.     Chron,  Dunft.  p. 393. 
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A.D.i*47.  "  door  to  door40."     Nay  (if  we  may  believe  a 

'"  ~'~'-f  con  temporary  hiftorian),  the  officers  of 'the  King's 

houfehold  a6ted  the  part  of  common  robbers  and 

highwaymen,  with  the  knowledge  of  their  royal 

mailer,  who  fhared  in  their  booty. 

A.D.i*5*.  The  province  of  Gafcony,  in  France,  Hill  be- 
Quarrei  longed  to  the  crown  of  England ;  but  feveral 
Hem^and  barons  in  that  province  had  rebelled  againfl  the 
the  Earl  of  Englifli  government,  and  Henry  had  fent  his  bro- 
Leicefter.  ther.in.law  Simon  de  Montfort  Earl  of  Leicefler 

with  an  army  to  quell  thefe  rebellious  barons. 
Montfort  fucceeded  in  his  defign,  and  reduced 
the  revolted  barons  j  but  exercifed  fuch  feverity 
in  his  government,  that  the  whole  inhabitants  of 
Gafcony  were  exafperated  againfl  him,  and  fent 
commiffioners  over  to  England,  who  accufed  him 
of  many  ac~ls  of  oppreffion.  Henry  received  thefe 
commiflioners  very  favourably,  and  plainly  dif- 
coyered  his  wifhes  that  Montfort  might  be  found 
guilty.  This  obliged  the  Earl  to  have  recourfe  to 
the  difcontentedbarons;  among  whom  he  made  fo 
powerful  a  party,  that  when  he  came  to  his  trial 
he  was  acquitted  by  his  peers,  in  fpite  of  all  the 
Gafcon commiflioners, and  the  Kinghimfelf,could 
fay  againfl  him.  Henry  was  fo  much  enraged  at 
this,  that,  forgetting  the  dignity  of  his  character, 
he  loaded  the  Earl  with  opprobrious  language, 
calling  him  a  v  illain  and  a  traitor.  Montfort  na- 
turally proud  and  paffionate,  flarting  up  in  a  vio- 
lent rage,  told  the  King  he  lied.  Such  were  the 
jierce  an djude  manners  of  thofe times,  and foriauch 

4*  M.Paris,  p.  ci7. 
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was  majefty  degraded  by  the  weaknefs  of  .this 
prince  !  This  outrageous  affront,  however,  made 
fo  deep  an  impreffion  on  the  King's  mind, that  he 
was  never  cordially  reconciled  to  the  Earl. 4I 

Henry  fin  ding  that  all  the  violent,  illegal,  and  AD.  1253. 
difgraceful  methods  of  railing  money,  which  he  The  char- 
had  ufed,  were  quite  infufficient  to  fupply  his  f^d  " 
wants,  refolved  again  to  make  trial  of  a  parlia-  with  sreat 
ment ;  and  one  was  fummoned  to  meet  at  Weft- 
miniter  on  the  5th  of  April,  A.D.  1253.  TheKing 
laid  an  account  of  his  neceffities  before  this  aifem- 
bly ;  and  further  informed  them,  that  he  de- 
figned  to  fet  out  as  foon  as  poffible  for  the  Holy 
Land,  and  earneflly  intreated  them  to  grant  him 
fuch  a  fupply  as  would  enable  him  to  accomplifh 
that  pious  defign.  In  order  to  obviate  their  ufual 
reproaches,  and  to  gain  their  confent,  he  made 
many  acknowledgments  of  his  former  errors,  and 
gave  them  the  ftrongeft  affurances,  that  he  would 
govern  for  the  future  according  to  their  wifhes, 
and  would  confirm  the  charters  of  their  liberties 
in  any  manner  they  pleafed.  Though  the  parlia- 
ment was  by  no  means  convinced  of  his  fincerity, 
yet,  after  fome  deliberation,  they  wifely  refolved 
to  make  one  further  trial,  by  taking  him  at  his 
word  ;  and  agreed  to  grant  him  a  tenth  of  all 
ecclefiaflical  revenues  for  three  years,  and  a  fcut- 
age  of  three  (hillings  on  every  knight's  fee,  on  his 
confirming  the  charters  with  fuch  awful  folemni- 
ties  as  might  be  deemed  inviolable  ;  to  which  the 
.King  confen  ted.  According  to  this  agreement,  the 

,     "  M.Paris,  p.  507.  513.  559,  560. 

c  2  King, 


to  HISTORY  OF  BRITAIN.  Book  IY. 

A.D.ia53.  King,  with  the  whole  parliament,  met,  on  the 
v-~y — '  4th  of  May,  in  the  great  hall  at  Weftminfter,  the 
prelates  and  clergy  in  their  robes,  with  each  a 
lighted  taper  in  his  hand.     The  great  charter, 
and  charter  of  the  forefts,  were  read  aloud  to 
this  auguil  afiembly ;  and  then  a  fentence  of  ex- 
communication, containing  the  mod  tremendous 
curfes  and  denunciations  of  the  divine  wrath 
againfl  all  who  mould  violate,  or  confent  to  the 
violation  of  thefe  charters,  in  any  particular,  was 
pronounced ;    at  the  conclufion  of  which,  the 
prelates  and  clergy  threw  their  tapers  on  the 
ground,  crying  with  one  voice,  "  So  may  every 
"  one  be  extinguiflied,  and  (link  in  hell,  who  mall 
"  incur  this  fentence."  To  which  the  King,  lay- 
ing his  right  hand  upon  his  heart,  replied,  "  So 
"  help  me  God,  as  I  mall  faithfully  obferve  all 
"  thefe  articles, as  I  am  a  man, as  I  am  aChriflian, 
"  as  I  am  a  knight,  and  as  I  am  a  crowned, 
"  anointed  king."    Thefe  obligations,  it  muft  be 
confeffed,  were  as  folemn  and  awful  as  could  well 
be  devifed ;  but  they  were  very  foon  violated  by 
v    this  faithlefs  and  mifguided  prince. 4- 
AJXiaj4.      The  diverting  Montfort  Earl  of  Leicefter  of  his 
Expedi-      command  in  Gafcony,  which  followed  foon  after 

tion  into 

Gafcony.  the  violent  quarrel  above  related,  was  attended 
with  very  ill  effects.  TheGafcon  barons,no  longer 
overawed  by  that  brave  and  active  governor,  be- 
came more  and  more  turbulent;  and  even  invited 
the  King  of  Caftile  to  take  poffeffion  of  their  coun- 
try, who  pretended  to  have  got  a  grant  of  it  from 

41  M.Paris,  p.  5  80.    Annal.  Burt.3a3.    M,Wefhnonft.  p.  254. 
13  Henrjr 
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Henry  II.  The  Cadi  Han,  inconjun6tion  with  the  A.D.i2j4. 
difaffeeled  barons,  reduced  feveral  places,  and  ' — ir-r1 
threatened  the  reduction  of  the  whole  province. 
But  Henry,  being  now  reconciled  to  his  Englifli 
fubjeds  by  his  late  folemn  confirmation  of  their 
charters,  found  himfelf  in  a  capacity  to  undertake 
an  expedition  into  Gafcony  43.  Accordingly  he 
fummoned  all  his  military  tenants  to  meet  him  in 
June  at  Portfmouth  ;  and  on  the  ijth  of  Auguft 
he  arrived  at  Bourdeaux  with  a  gallant  army, 
which  foon  recovered  all  the  places  which  had 
been  loft,  and  obliged  the  King  of  Caflile  to  make 
a  formal  renunciation  of  all  his  pretenfions  to 
Gafcony.  The  reconciliation  between  the  two 
courts  was  fo  complete,  that  a  marriage  was  con- 
cluded between  Edward  Prince  of  England  and 
Eleanor  Princefs  of  Caftile. 

But  Henry,  who  delighted  much  in  low  diflio-  Henry  en- 
neft  cunning,  carefully  concealed  all  this,andfent  deavours 
over  his  commands  to  the  Queen,  and  his  brother  ^  par- 
the  Earl  of  Corn  waii,  regents  of  England,  to  call 
a  parliament, and  demand  a  fupply  for  carryingon 
the  war.  A  parliament  was  accordingly  afiembled 
on  27th  January  A.D.   1254.  ;  but,  having  got 
fome  hint  of  the  pacification,  refufed  to  grant 
any  money  until  Gafcony  was  actually  invaded. 
Henry  not  fatisfied  with  this  denial,  commanded 
the  regents  to  reaflemble  the  parliament  fifteen 
days  after  Eafter.    But  the  Earl  of  Leicester  re- 

43  M.Paris,  p. 581.    M.Weftmonft.  p. 45 6.    Rymeri  Focdera,  t.i. 
P'5°5- 

c  3  turned 
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A.D.I254-  turned  from  Gafcony  before  that  time,  and  hav- 

^-""^ '  ing  made  a  full  difcovery  of  the  ftate  of  affairs 

there,  the  parliament  returned  the  fame  anfwer 
to  this  fecond  demand ;  and  all  Henry's  difho- 
nourable  arts  to  impofe  upon  his  people  ferved 
only  to  revive  their  former  diftruft  of  him,  and 
contempt  for  him. 44 

Henry  re-       Lewis  King  of  France  having  this  yearreturned 
En"knd     ^rom  ms  unfortunate  expedition  into  the  Holy 
Land,  Henry  applied  to  him  for  leave  to  pafs 
throughFrance  in  his  way  to  England.  Thisfavour 
•was  readily  granted ;  and  Henry,  with  all  his  nu- 
merous court  and  retinue,  were  magnificently 
entertained  for  fome  time  at  Paris  ;  and  all  pof- 
fible  honours  were  paid  him  in  all  places  through 
which  he  paffed.     So  much  time  was  fpent  in 
this  journey,  that  Henry  did  not  arrive  in  Eng- 
land till  the  beginning  of  the  year  1255. 4S 
AJ).i25j.      The  Pope,  who  flill  acled  as  fuperior  lord  of 
The  Pope  England,   had  contributed  very  much,  by  the 
croTn^f    great  authority  he  poffeffed,  and  the  terror  of  his 
Sicily  to     fpiritual  thunders,  to  fupport  Henry  in  all  his 
Henry's fe-  i}ie<rai  exac~lions,and  to  prevent  the  difcontented 

cond  fon. 

barons  from  proceeding  to  extremities.  But  his 
holinefs  about  this  time  led  his  royal  vaflal  of 
England  into  an  affair  which  involved  him  in 
great  expence  and  trouble,  by  making  him  an 
offer  of  the  crown  of  Sicily  for  his  fecond  fon 
Prince  Edmond. 46  The  Pope  pretended  to  dif- 

44  M.Paris,  p.  594.  594.  4S  Id.  p.  600. 

46  Rymer,  vol.  i.  p^iij  &c. 

pofe 
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pofe  of  that  crown,  both  as  fuperior  lord  of  Si- 
cily,  and  as  vicar  of  Jefus  Chrift,  to  whom  all  the 
kingdoms  of  the  earth  belonged.  He  had  offered 
this  dangerous  prefent  to  Richard  Earl  of  Corn- 
wall, tlie  King's  brother,  who  wifely  declined  the 
offer ;  but  Henry,  not  fo  cautious,  accepted  of 
it ;  and  his  fon  was  ftyled  King  of  Sicily.  This 
crown  however  was  to  be  won  before  it  could  be 
worn.  In  order  to  this,  Henry  gave  His  Holinefs 
an  unlimited  credit,  to  employ  what  fums  of 
money  he  pleafed  in  wrefting  the  crown  from 
Mainfroy,  who  was  in  pofleffion  of  it,  engaging 
to  reimburfe  him 47.  The  Pope,  glad  of  an  op- 
portunity of  making  war  on  his  mortal  enemy 
Mainfroy  at  another's  coll,  fpared  no  expencej 
and  in  a  little  time  the  unwary  Henry  found  him- 
felf  loaded  with  an  immenfe  debt  of  250,000!. 4S 

The  fituation  of  this  prince,  on  this  occafion,  A  pariia- 
was  truly  perplexing :  if  he  refufed  to  pay  this  ment* 
debt,  belides  lofing  all  hopes  of  the  crown  of 
Sicily,  he  would  incur  the  indignation  of  the 
Pope,  whofe  favour  was  his  greatefl  fupport ;  if 
he  attempted  to  pay  it,  he  mufl  have  recourfe  to 
new  and  greater  a6ls  of  oppreffion,  which  might 
be  dangerous.  To  extricate  himfelf  out  of  thefe 
difficulties,  he  refolved  to  call  a  parliament :  but 
in  doing  this  he  ufed  a  piece  of  craft  which  de- 
feated its  own  end.  He  fummoned  only  fuch 
barons  as  he  hoped  would  comply  with  his 
defires,  fending  no  writs  to  fuch  as  lie  ap- 

47  M.Paris,  p. 5 99. 

48  Rymer,  vol.  i.  p. 587,  3cc.     M.Paris,  p. 6 1 7* 

c  4.  pre- 
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A.D.T255.  prehended  would  be  refractory.     This  parlia- 

'  ~»~  ^  ment  met  on  the  1 8th  October,  A.D.  1255.; 

and  when  the  King  laid  before  them  a  reprefen- 

tation  of  his  necefiities,  and  requefted  a  fupply, 

they  made  anfwer,  that  they  could  grant  no 

money  without  the  confent  of  the  abfent  barons, 

who  had  not  been  fummoned. 49 

Henry  and      The  church  was  now  Henry's  great  refource 

n          -p  * 

opprefcThe  ^or  money  >  an^  ty  tne  afliftance  of  papal  autho- 
ciergy.       rity  he  fqueczed  the  clergy  without  mercy.    The 
Pope,  by  virtue  of  the  plentitude  of  his  apoftolical 
power,  granted  the  King,  by  feveral  bulls,  the 
goods  of  all  clergymen  who  died  inteftate ;  the 
revenues  of  all  vacant  benefices,  and  of  all  non- 
refidents :  he  publifhed  a  croifade  againft  Main- 
froy,  whom  he  reprefented  as  a  greater  enemy  to 
the  Chriftian  faith  than  any  Saracen  5° :  he  com- 
manded  all  the  money  which  had  been  granted  by 
the  Englifh  parliament  for  an  expedition  into  the 
Holy  Land  to  be  employed  in  the  conqueft  of  Si- 
cily; he  releafed  Henry  and  all  others  who  had 
taken  the  crofs  or  promifed  money,  for  the  holy 
war,  from  their  vows,  on  condition  of  their  en- 
gaging  in  perfon  in  the  war  againft  Mainfroy,  or 
advancing  money  for  its  fupport.     It  would  be 
endlefs  to  enumerate  all  the  arts  which  the  Pope 
and  King  employed  at  this  time  to  extort  money 
from  the  people,  efpecially  from  the  clergy  of 
England ;  but  one  of  thefe  arts  was  too  remark- 
able for  the  villainy  and  impudence  of  it  to  be 
omitted.     Walleran  Bifhop  of  Hereford,  a  crea- 

49  M.Parisrp.6i4.  50  Rymer,  vol.i.  p-568.  593. 

ture 
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ture  of  the  Pope,  who  refided  at  Rome  as  an 
agent  for  the  church  of  England,  drew  bills  of 
different  values  on  all  the  bifhops,  abbots,  and 
conliderable  clergymen  of  the  kingdom,  amount- 
ing on  the  whole  to  150,540  marks:  an  immenfe 
fum  in  thofe  days  !  Thefe  bills  were  granted  to 
Italian  merchants  ;  who,  it  was  pretended,  had 
advanced  the  money  contained  in  them,  for  the 
Sicilian  war.  SI 

When  this  exorbitant  demand  was  firfl  notified  Refinance 
to  the  Engliih  clergy,  they  were  filled  with  afto- 
nifhment  and  indignation,  and  fome  of  them  de- 
clared their  refolution  to  fuffer  any  extremity 
rather  than  comply  with  it.  They  were  threat- 
ened with  deprivation;  and  one  of  the  bifhops  had 
the  boldnefs  to  fay,  that  if  they  took  his  mitre 
from  his  head,  he  would  fupply  its  place  with  a 
helmet5*.  Yet,  with  fuch  union  and  perfeverance 
did  the  Pope  and  King  urge  their  demand,  that 
the  clergy,  after  a  long  and  fpirited  refiflance, 
were  conftrained  to  fubmit  to  this  intolerable 
impofition.53 

Though  Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall  was  of  a 


very  different  character  from  the  King  his  bro-  Ric 
thers,  being  as  remarkable  for  amafling  money  as  Cornwall 
the  other  was  for  fquandering  it  ;  yet  at  laft  his  chofen 
ambition  got  the  better  of  his  prudence,  and  he  th)Tf^ 
embarked  in  an  affair  which  proved  as  chimerical  nuns. 
and  expenfive  as  that  of  Sicily.     The  imperial 
throne  being  vacant,  fome  of  the  electors  caft 

SI  Rymeri  Foedera,  t.i.  p«59J.  i2  M.Paris,  p.6ij,  616. 

S5  Id.  p.6i7.  619. 

their 
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AJ5.I257.  theireycs  on  Earl  Richard,  or  rather  on  his  riches, 
v— -v — '  and  he  was  chofen  King  of  the  Romans,  and  a 
deputation  fent  to  invite  him  to  come  and  take 
porTeffion  of  that  dignity.  Richard,  dazzled  with 
the  luftre  of  the  Imperial  crown,  after  fome  hefi- 
tation,  accepted  of  the  invitation  ;  and  in  April 
A.D.  1257.,  he  departed  from  England  with  a 
noble  train  of  forty  Englifli  gentlemen,  and 
carried  with  him,  if  we  may  believe  Matthew 
Paris,  a  contemporary  hiftorian,  no  lefs  a  fum 
of  money  than  feven  hundred  thoufand  marks, 
equal  in  value  and  efficacy  to  eight  millions  of 
our  money  at  prefent S4.  But  this  prince,  on  his 
arrival  in  Germany,  found  that  he  had  a  powerful 
rival  for  the  Imperial  throne,  in  Alphonfo  King 
of  Caftile ;  and  expended  all  the  money  he 
carried  with  him,  befides  feveral  remittances  from 
England,  without  obtaining  any  thing  in  return 
but  the  empty  title  of  King  of  the  Romans. 
A.D.I258.  The  departure  of  Earl  Richard  from  England 
Fatal  con-  a^  this  time  was  very  fatal  both  to  his  country  and 
oTthe  de-  ms  family:  to  his  country,  by  draining  it  of  fuch 
parture  of  a  prodigious  mafs  of  treafure,  the  want  of  which 
was  very  feverely  felt;  to  his  family,  by  depriving 
it  of  the  fupport  of  the  firft  prince  of  the  blood, 
the  richeft  and  moil  powerful  fubject  in  Europe. 
For  though  Richard  had  often  joined  the  difcon- 
tented  barons,  in  their  remonftrances  againft  the 
illegal  and  arbitrary  meafures  of  Henry's  govern- 
ment; yet  whenever  the  barons  attempted  to  go 

54  M.  Paris,  p.  63  9. 

too 


Chap.  i.  Sad.  i.    CIVIL  AND  MILITARY.  27 

too  far,  and  to  deprive  the  crown  of  its  juft  pre- 
rogatives,  he  always  defertedthem,  and  put  a  flop 
to  their  proceedings.  But  as  foon  as  the  throne 
was  deprived  of  this  great  fupport,  the  barons 
made  bold  attacks  upon  it ;  and  the  mifguided 
prince  foon  furnimed  them  with  a  favourable 
opportunity. 

Henry,  dill  deluded  by  the  Pope,  continued  to  A  parfia- 
profecute  the  ridiculous  defign  of  conquering  Si-  ment< 
cily,  called  a  parliament,  and  demanded  fupplies 
for  that  purpofe.  Never  was  any  demand  more 
imprudent  or  unfeafonable.  It  furniflied  the  Earl 
of  Leicefter,  and  the  other  difcontented  barons, 
with  the  faireft  occafion  of  reproaching  Henry 
with  all  the  errors  and  abufes  of  his  government; 
which  they  did  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  concluding 
with  a  folemn  declaration,  that  they  were  deter- 
mined no  longer  to  rely  on  his  oaths  and  pro- 
mifes,  which  had  been  fo  often  violated,  but  were 
refolved  immediately  to  drive  all  foreigners  from 
his  court  and  prefence,  and  to  have  the  adminif- 
tration  put  into  fuch  hands  as  they  could  depend 
upon.  In  fine,  they  propofed,  that  twenty-four 
perfons  mould  be  chofen,  twelve  from  the  King's 
council,  and  twelve  from  their  own  number,  to 
whom  full  powers  fliould  be  given  to  reform  all 
the  abufes  in  the  government,  and  to  make  fuch 
regulations  as  mould  effectually  prevent  the  re- 
turn of  fuch  abufes.  The  King,  intimidated  by 
the  determined  air  and  martial  appearance  of  the 
barons,  who  came  into  the  parliament-hall  in 
complete  armour,  confented  to  every  thing  pro- 
pofed ; 
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A.D.I458.  pofed ;    and  another  meeting  was  apppointed 
""*"""  J  to   bring   this   new   model   of  government   to 

perfection. ss 

The  pro-  Accordingly,  on  the  nth  June  A.  D.  1258., 
Oxford?  tnat  famous  afiembly,  afterwards  called  the  mad 
parliament^  met  at  Oxford.  The  barons  came  at- 
tended with  fuch  an  armed  force  as  rendered  any 
oppolitionfrom  the  court  impracticable.  Accord- 
ing to  agreement,  twelve  barons  were  chofen  by 
the  King's  council,  and  twelve  by  the  parliament; 
to  whom  was  given  an  abfolute  authority,  unli- 
mited both  as  to  time  and  power,  to  reform  the 
ftate,  and  make  what  regulations  they  thought 
fit,  for  the  future  government  of  the  kingdom ; 
in  a  word,  into  their  hands  was  committed  the 
whole  legiflative  and  executive  power :  and  the 
King  himfelf,  his  eldeft  fon  Prince  Edward,  and 
all  perfons  in ,all  ftations,  took  a  folemn  oath  to 
obferve  and  obey  all  regulations,  which  mould  be 
made  by  thefe  twenty-four  barons s6.  As  the  Earl 
of  Leicefler  was  the  moil  confiderable  perfon  in 
this  junto,  for  riches,  power,  eloquence,  boldnefs, 
and  popularity,  they  acted  chiefly  by  his  direction 
and  advice.  Their  firft  tranfactions  bore  a  fpe- 
cious  appearance  of  a  real  regard  to  the  public 
good.  They  ordained,  that  three  feffions  of  par. 
liament  mould  be  held  every  year,  in  the  months 
of  February,  June,  and  October57 : — That  four 
knights  mould  be  chofen  in  each  Bounty,  to 

55  M.Paris,  p.653- 

56  Rymer,  voL  i.  p. 65 5.     Chron.  Dunft.  p«334« 
•*7  Ann.  Burt.  p.4ij. 
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enquire  into  the  peculiar  grievances  of  that  A.D.i»58. 
county,  and  lay  the  fame  before  each  meeting  of  * — v"""~' 
parliament;  andthattheexpencesof  thefe  knights 
in  the  performance  of  that  fervice  mould  be  borne 
by  their  county;  —  That  anew  high  meriif  mould 
be  elected  every  year,  by  the  votes  of  the  freehol- 
ders in  each  county:  — That  none  of  the  royal 
wards  ihould  be  committed  to  the  cuftody  of  fo- 
reigners:— That  no  new  forefts  orwarrensihould 
be  created  :  —  and,  that  the  revenues  of  counties 
fhould  not  be  let  to  farm.  Such  were  the  firft  re- 
gulations (commonly  called  the  Provijions  of  Ox- 
ford) which  were  madebythetwenty-fourbarons58. 

If  thefe  barons  had  proceeded  in  the  fame  mo-  A.D.i25$. 
derate  and  equitable  courfe,  and  made  all  proper  Violations 
hafte  to  finim  the  work  of  reformation,  there 
would  have  been  no  great  reafon  to  complain  of 
their  abufe  of  the  unlimited  authority  with  which 
they  had  been  intruiled.  But  theirfubfequent  pro- 
ceedings difcovered  a  very  interefted  ipirit,  and 
indicated  an  intention  to  perpetuate  their  own 
power,  and  turn  it  to  their  own  private  advan- 
tage. They  got  into  their  pofleffion  all  the  royal 
caftles,  which  they  either  kept  in  their  own 
hands,  or  committed  to  the  cuftody  of  their  crea- 
tures.    They  turned  out  all  the  great  officers  of 
ftate,andoftheKing'shoufehold,tomakeroomfor 
themfelves  and  their  dependents.  They  enriched 
themfelves  and  their  families,  by  the  royal  efcheats 
and  wardmips.  In  a  word, the  twenty-four  barons 
engrofied  the  whole  power,  and  a  great  part 

58  Ryraeri  Fcedera,  p. 660,  &c.     Annal.  Burtoi*.  p.4i4,  &c. 
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A.D.I259.  of  the  revenues  of  the  crown ;  the  King  was  a 

*• — " — '  mere  pageant  of  (late,  without  the  leafl  ihadow 

of  authority,  and  the  Englifli  conftittition  was 

entirely  changed  from  a  monarchy  to  an  arifto- 

cracy,  or  rather  an  oligarchy. S9 

Prince  Ed-       Prince  Edward,  the  King's  uterine  brothers, 
ward,  &c.   ^    Queell»s  relations,  and  fome  of  the  Enelifli 

obliged  to 

fubmit.       barons,  made  fome  oppofition  to  all  thefe  prodi- 
gious changes ;  particularly  to  the  oath  of  un- 
limited fubmiffion  to  all  the  ordinances  of  the 
twenty-four  barons,  made  and  to  be  made  ;  and 
to  the  furrender  of  the  royal  caftles  :  but  the  tor- 
rent ran  fo  ftrong,  that  all  oppofition  was  in  vain, 
and  they  were  obliged  to  fubmit. 6o 
TheKing's      The  foreign  favourites,  againft  whom  Leicefter, 
utenne       himfelf  a  foreigner,  denounced  the  mod  terrible 

brothers 

flee.  threatemngs,  feeing  the  King  no  longer  able  to 
protect  them,  betook  themfelves  to  flight  and 
efcaped  out  of  the  kingdom. 6I  Even  the  King  of 
the  Romans,  who  paid  a  vifit  to  his  native  coun- 
try, A.D/i  259.5  was  not  allowed  to  fet  his  foot  in 
England,  until  he  had  folemnly  engaged  to  take 
the  oath  of  fubmiffion,  and  comply  with  all  thefe 
changes.  6z  With  fuch  a  high  hand  did  the 
twenty-four  barons  exert  their  unlimited  autho- 
rity, that  the  Pope  himfelf,  who  made  nothing 
of  dethroning  emperors,  though  greatly  exafpe- 
rated  againft  them  on  many  accounts,  was  ob- 
liged to  {mother  his  refentment. 

5»  Ann.  Burt.  p. 413.     T.Wykes.  p.jj.  *°  T.Wykes, 

p. 53.  Ann.  Burt.  p.4ii.  fl  M.Paris,  p, 660.  Ann.  Burt.  p-44i. 

p.j3- 

14  The 


Chap. i.  Sea.i.     CIVIL  AND  MILITARY. 

The  twenty-four  barons,  however,  did  not  long  A.D. 
enjoy  their  exorbitant  power  in  peace.  They  had 
loft  much  of  their  popularity  by  their  arbitrary  barons4be- 
proceedings  ;  they  were  often  called  upon,  both  come  un- 
by  king  and  people,  to  finifh  the  intended  re-  popu  ar" 
formation,  that  they  might  lay  down  their  com- 
miffion  ;  but  they  made  no  hafle  to  comply  with 
thefe  calls ;  and  fome  trifling  regulations  which 
they  publifhed  gave  little  fatisfaclion. 6j  But  what 
was  moft  fatal  to  their  power  and  intereft,  was 
fome  fecret  jealoufies  and  difputes  which  arofe 
amongfl  themfelves,   particularly  between  the 
two  powerful  Earls  of  Leicefter  and  Gloucefter, 
the  latter  alleging,  that  the  former  affumed  too 
great  a  fhare   of  authority,   and  a6led   many 
things  without  confulting  his  colleagues.  *4 

The  King,  who  bore  with  great  impatience  the  A.D.ia6a. 
flate  of  infignificancy  to  which  he  was  reduced,  The  King 
hearingof  thefe  circumftances,began  to  entertain  t^™" 
hopes  of  recovering  his  former  authority,  and  his  autho- 
formed  a  fcheme  for  that  purpofe.    But  this,  like  ntjr' 
many  other  fchemes  of  that  prince,  was  ill-con- 
certed and  unfeafonable;  his  fon,  Prince  Edward, 
and  his  brother,  the  King  of  the  Romans,  who 
were  moft  able  tofupport  him,  being  both  out  of 
the  kingdom.  Henry,  however,  having  taken  his 
refolution,  came  unexpectedly  into  parliament, 
which  was  held  at  London  April  23.  A.  D.  1262., 
and  reproaching  the  twenty-four  barons  with  the 
breach  of  their  promifes  to  him,  and  the  many 
abufes  of  their  power,  declared  that  he  would  no 

63  Trivit.  p.  209.     Ann.  Burt.  p. 438 — 439. 
*4  Chron.  Dunft.  p.  348, 
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A.D.ia6a.  longer  pay  any  regard  to  the  provifions  of  Ox- 

' — ""» '  ford,  but  would  immediately  refume  the  exercife 

of  his  royal  authority  f15.  Having  made  this  bold 
declaration,  he  retired  to  the  Tower,  whofe  go- 
vernor he  had  gained,  feized  a  confiderable  trea- 
fure  which  was  depofited  there,  and  from  thence, 
by  proclamation,  turned  out  all  the  great  officers, 
judges,  and  fheriffs,  which  had  been  nominated 
by  the  twenty-four  barons,  and  put  others  in 
their  room. 66  This  occafioned  infinite  confulion 
in  the  kingdom  ;  fome  obeying  the  officers  and 
magiftrates  nominated  by  the  King,  and  others 
obeying  thofe  nominated  by  the  barons ;  and 
many  paying  no  regard  to  any  magiflracy,  but 
living  as  if  all  government  had  been  dhTolved. 
Dif  ute  ^ne  twenty-four  barons,  and  their  party,  were 
between  prodigioufly  aftoiiifhed  at  thefe  proceedings  of 
theMbaroiif  ^ie  ^n£»  of  which  they  had  received  no  previous 
compro-  notice.  But  after  their  firil  furprife  was  over,  they 
began  to  confult  what  was  neceffary  to  be  done 
for  their  own  prefervation,  and  that  of  their  au- 
thority. In  order  to  this,  they  refolved  to  bury 
all  their  private  quarrels  and  animofities  in  ob- 
livion ;  and  the  Earls  of  Leicefler  and  Glou- 
cefter  were  reconciled  :  they  bound  themfelves 
anew,  by  the  moil  folemn  oaths,  to  Hand  by  one 
another,  and  fupport  the  provifions  of  Oxford 
with  their  lives  and  fortunes.  Strengthened 
by  this  union  among  themfelves,  the  twenty- 
four  barons  began  to  talk  and  act  with  their 
former  authority.  They  fent  the  King  a  meffage,, 

«  T.Wykes,  p.5S.  66  Id.  p.j6. 
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requiring  him  to  recal  his  late  declaration,  and  A.D.iz6z. 
fubmit  to  the  provifions  of  Oxford,  declaring,  "^  ~'~  ' 
that  if  he  did  not  comply,  they  would  compel  him 
to  it  by  force  of  arms67.  When  things  were  in 
this  flrange  unfettled  Hate,  Prince  Edward  and 
the  King  of  the  Romans  arrived  in  England. 
The  Prince,  very  much  to  his  own  honour,  but  to 
the  great  furprife  and  difappointment  of  his  fa- 
ther, declared,  that  though  he  had  taken  the  oath 
of  fubmiffion  to  the  Oxford  provifions,  much 
againft  his  will,  yet  he  thought  himfelf  bound  to 
obferve  that  oath 6S.  The  King  of  the  Romans 
offering  his  mediation,  it  was  accepted  by  both 
parties;  and  an  agreement  was  brought  about  on 
the  following  terms:  That  Henry  mould  once 
more  fubmit  to  the  provifions  of  Oxford ;  and  that 
the  barons  fhould  dhange  and  mitigate  certain 
articles  which  were  moft  difpleafing  to  the  King. 
But  the  Earl  of  Leicefterrefufed  to  fign  this  agree- 
ment, declaring,  that  he  could  no  longer  rely  on 
anypromifes  of  a  prince  who  had  fo  often  violated 
his  moft  folemn  oaths;  and  he  retired  into  France 
in  great  difcontent.  By  this  pacification,  how- 
ever, fome  degree  of  order  and  tranquillity  was 
reftored  to  the  diftracted  kingdom. 69 

Henry  imprudently  trufting  to  this  appearance  A.D-i*63. 
of  tranquillity,  or  more  probably  in  order  to  avoid  Padfica- 
fulfilling  his  part  of  the  late  treaty,  haftened  over  t] 
to  Bourdeaux,  to  fettle,  as  he  pretended,  fome 
affairs  in  Guienne  7°.   The  barons,  difpleafed  that 

('i  M.Paris,  p.66;.  £8  Id.  ibid.  6»  T.Wykes,  p.j?. 

"  M.Weft.  p.38l. 
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AJ>.n6j.  the  King  had  left  the  kingdom  without  confirming 
the  Oxford  provifions,  were  greatly  incenfed  at 
his  endlefs  prevarications ;  and  the  Earl  of  Lei- 
cefler,  returning  from  France,  to  effectually  in- 
flamed them,  that  they  became  more  united,  and 
more  determined  to  proceed  to  extremities,  than 
ever.  As  foon  as  the  King  returnedfromGuienne, 
the  barons  addreffed  him  in  a  body,  demanding 
the  immediate  confirmation  of  the  provifions  of 
Oxford.  But  Henry  having  overcome  the  fcru- 
ples  of  hisfon  Prince  Edward,  and  depending  on 
theaffiftanceof  hisbrother,  and  fome  other  barons, 
returned  a  rough  anfwer  to  this  demand  j  and 
even  went  fo  far  as  to  call  them  rebels,  and 
threatened  them  with  the  feverefl  punifhments. 
This  anfwer  was  more  than  fufficient  to  drive  the 
barons  to  extremities :  they  immediateiy  flew  to 
arms;  and  chufing  the  Earl  of  Leicefter  for  their 
general,  they  deftroyed  the  lands  of  the  King  and 
his  adherents,  put  to  death  all  foreigners  that  fell 
in  their  way,  and  took  feveral  cities,  before  the 
King  had  any  troops  ready  to  oppofe  them 7'. 
This  brought  Henry  once  more  to  confent  to  any 
terms  the  barons  thought  fit  to  prefcribe;  and  a 
fecond  pacification  was  made  on  the  following 
conditions  :  i.  That  all  the  King's  caflles  mould 
be  delivered  to  the  barons.  2.  That  the  pro- 
vifions of  Oxford  mould  be  inviolably  obferved. 

3.  That    all    foreigners    fhould    be    banifhed. 

4.  That  the  adminiflration  of  affairs  fhould  be 
committed  to  fuch  as  the  barons  pleafed. 72 

71  TriviLp.au.     M.Weft.  p-38z. 

71  Chron.  Dunft.  p-358.     M.Paris,  p.668,  669. 
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Butthispacificationwasnobetterobfervedthan  AJXu63. 
the  former;  and  the  whole  year  126-}  was  fpent  in  *• — f    ' 

i  i      n-i-   •       i  i       tr-         Another 

alternate  truces  and  hoitilities  between  the  King  pacifica- 
and  the  barons.  The  citizens  of  London  having  ^on. 
in  general  embraced  the  party  of  the  barons  with 
the  mod  ardent  zeal,  the  mob  of  that  city  infulted 
the  Queen,  as  (he  was  upon  the  river  in  her  barge, 
with  the  moil  opprobrious  language ;  and  even 
put  her  in  fear  of  her  life,  by  throwing  at  her  dirt 
and  ftones73.  Prince  Edward  was  befieged  in  the 
caftle  of  Briilol  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  city ; 
and  having  got  from  thence  by  ftratagem,  he  was 
again  befieged  by  the  barons  in  Windfor  caftle ; 
and  being  taken  prifoner  in  a  conference  with  the 
Earl  of  Leicefter,  he  was  obliged  to  purchafe  his 
liberty  by  the  furrender  of  the  caftle 74.  Thefe, 
and  fome  other  unfavourable  events,  again  dif- 
couraged  the  King,  and  obliged  him  to  fubmit  to 
more  difadvantageous  terms  than  any  he  had  yet 
yielded  to,  in  order  to  obtain  a  cefiation  of  hofti- 
lities.  A  pacification  was  accordingly  concluded, 
on  the  i8th  of  July  A.D.  1263.,  by  which  the  au- 
thority of  the  twenty-four  barons  was  to  continue, 
not  only  during  the  reign  of  the  prefent  King  but 
even  during  that  of  his  fucceflbr. 7S 

This  laft  condition,  as  might  be  expected,  was  A.D  1264. 
very  difpleafing  to  Prince  Ed  ward;  who,  exerting  Difpures 
himfelf  with  great  vigour,  gained  over  to  the  royal  Henry  and 
party  feveral  great  barons,  who  either  envied  the  &e  barom 

referred  to 

73  T.Wykes.  p. 57.      MParis,  p.  668. 

74  Triyit.  p.»I3.  "  M.Weft.  383. 
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A.D.I  164.  authority,  or  difliked  the  violence,  of  the  twenty- 
'r  ~:~~'  four.    This  brought  the  two  parties  much  nearer 

theKuigof 

Fnmce.  to  an  equality  than  they  had  been,  and  made  them 
both  readily  agree  to  refer  all  their  differences  to 
Lewis  IX.  King  of  France,  a  prince  univerfally 
admired  for  his  great  wifdom  and  virtue.  This 
reference  being  ratified  by  the  oaths  and  fubfcrip- 
tions  of  all  the  great  men  in  both  parties,  Lewis 
undertook  the  honourable  and  friendly  office  of 
umpire,  and  fummoned  the  flates  of  France  to 
meet  at  Amiens  on  the  23d  of  January,  A.  D. 
1 264.,  in  order  to  examine  the  merits  of  this  great 
caufe  in  their  prefence  ;  and  on  the  3d  of  Febru- 
ary he  pronounced  this  equitable  award :  That 
the  provifions  of  Oxford,  being  deftruc~live  of  the 
royal  authority,  andfubverfive  of  the  ancientcon- 
flitution,fhouldbeannulled,  andtheKingreftored 
to  the  poffefiion  of  all  his  caftles,  lands,  and  reve- 
nues; to  the' nomination  of  the  great  officers  of 
flate,  and  of  his  houfehold ;  and,  in  general,  to 
all  the  royal  rights  and  prerogatives  which  he  had 
enjoyed  before  the  meeting  of  the  parliament  of 
Oxford.  On  the  other  hand,  he  decreed,  That 
a  general  amnefty  fhould  be  granted  to  all  the 
fubjecls  of  England,  for  all  pafl  offences;  and 
that  they  fhould  be  maintained  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  all  liberties  andprivileges  which  had  been 
granted  to  them  by  any  former  charters. l6 
War  be-  As  foon  as  this  award  was  notified  to  the  Earl  of 
jTeen  Leicefter  and  his  party,  they  rejected  it  with  dif- 

the  barons. 

76  Rymer,  vol.i.  p.?76,  777»  77*«     M.Weft.  p.sSj.        ' 
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(lain ;  affirming,  that  the  one  part  of  it  was  a  con-  A.D.n64. 
tradition  to  the  other;  and  that  it  was  impoffible  L  "^^^^ 
the  liberties  of  England  granted  by  the  charters 
could  be  maintained,  without  the  provisions  of 
Oxford 77.  It  now  appeared  evident  to  all  the 
world,  that  this  great  quarrel  could  be  decided 
only  by  the  fword;  and  therefore  both  parties  pre- 
pared for  war  with  great  eagernefs.  The  Earl  of 
Leicefler  continued  in  London,  the  zeal  and 
wealth  of  whofe  citizens  was  the  great  fupport  of 
his  party,  and  fent  his  fons  and  partizans  into  all 
parts  of  England  to  raife  forces.  The  King  fum- 
moned  his  military  tenants,  and  the  barons  of  his 
party,  from  all  quarters,  and  foori  found  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  a  numerous  and  gallant  army ?s. 
The  royal  arms  were  at  firfl  fuccefsful,  having 
taken  Northampton  by  affault  on  the  5th  April. 
Simon  de  Montfort,  one  of  Leicefter's  fons,  with 
fome  other  barons,  and  the  whole  garrifon,  were 
made  prifoners ;  and  Leicefler  and  Nottingham 
opened  their  gates  to  Prince  Edward 79.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Earl  of  Leiceiter  formed  the  fiege 
of  Rochefler,  in  which  the  Earl  of  Warrenne,  and 
feveral  other  barons  of  the  royal  party,  had  taken 
flicker So..  The  King  and  Prince,  hearing  of  their 
danger,  haflened  to  tbeir  relief;  and  Leicefler, 
at  their  approach,  raifed  the  fiege,  and  retired 
with  his  army  to  London. 

Herehavingreceived  a  powerful  reinforcement  Battle  of 
of  fifteen  thoufand  of  the  mod  zealous  citizens,  Lewes< 

:1  Chron.  Dunft.  p.  363.  7*  Rym.  1. 1.  p.  773. 

•>  T.Wykes,  p.6o.  8cld.p.6i. 
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A.D.I264.  he  thought  bimfelf  fufficiently  ftrong  to  meet  the 
royaliits  in  the  field  ".  Leaving  London,  there- 
fore, he  directed  his  march  towards  Lewes  in 
Suffex,  where  the  King  and  Prince,  with  their 
army,  lay  encamped.  At  this  place,  on  the  i4th 
of  May  A.D.  1264.,  was  fought  the  famous  and 
decilive  battle  of  Lewes.  The  royal  army  was 
divided  into  three  bodies,  the  van  commanded  by 
Prince  Edward,  the  main  body  commanded  by 
the  King  of  the  Romans  and  his  fon  Henry,  and 
the  rear  by  the  King  in  perfon,  affifted  by  fome 
of  the  chief  barons  of  his  party82.  The  other 
army  was  divided  into  four  bodies,  the  van,  con- 
lifting  entirely  of  Londoners,  commanded  by  Ni- 
colas de  Segrave,  the  main  body  commanded  by 
the  Earl  of  Leicefter  in  perfon,  and  two  bodies  of 
referve,  the  one  commanded  by  the  Earl  of  Glou- 
cefter,  and  the  other  by  Henry  and  Guy  de 
Montfort,  two  of  Leicefter' s  fons.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  action,  victory  declared  for  the  royal- 
ifts.  Prince  Edward  made  fo  furious  an  attack 
upon  the  Londoners,  that  he  put  them  to  flight ; 
and,  tranfported  by  his  youthful  ardour,  and  the 
refentment  of  the  many  injuries  they  had  heaped 
upon  his  family,  purfued  them  four  miles  with 
great  eagernefs  andflaughter83.  Leicefter,  taking 
advantage  of  the  great  error  the  Prince  had  com- 
mitted, led  on  the  bodies  commanded  by  himfelf, 


81  M.Weft.  p.  3 86. 

82  M.Weft.  p.38;.     T.Wykes,  p.6j. 
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by  Gloucefter,  and  by  his  fons,  againft  the  main  A.D.i»64. 
body  of  the  royalifts,  which  was  defeated  with  t--v-*-' 
great  flaughter,  and  the  King  of  the  Romans, 
who  commanded  it,  taken  prifoner  ;  and  foon 
after  King  Henry  Ihared  the  lame  fate,  the  rear 
of  his  army,  where  he  was,  being  alfo  defeated, 
and  purfued  into  the  town  of  Lewes.  84 

Prince  Edward  at  lad  returning  from  the  pur-  TheMife 
fuit  of  the  Londoners,  to  his  infinite  furprife  and  cfLewe<J 
grief,  found  the  day  entirely  loft,  and  heard  that 
the  two  kings,  his  father  and  uncle,  with  many 
of  the  chief  barons  of  the  party,  were  prifoners. 
He  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  forces  he  had 
about  him,  to  renew  the  battle  while  the  vi6iors 
were  in  fome  confufion  ;  but  they  were  too  much 
confounded  and  difpirited  to  liften  to  his  perfua- 
fions  ;  and  the  artful  Leicefter,  fearing  fome  at- 
tempt of  that  kind,  amufed  the  Prince  with  pro- 
pofals  for  an  accommodation8*.  In  the  mean 
time  the  Earl  was  bufy  in  fecuring  his  royal  pri- 
foners, and  rallying  his  troops,  with  which  he  fur- 
rounded  the  Prince  on  all  hands.  Edward,  find- 
ing that  there  was  hardly  a  poflibility  left  for  his 
efcape,  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  thefe  hard  con- 
ditions :  That  the  provifions  of  Oxford  fhould  be 
confirmed  and  executed;  and  that  the  Prince, 
and  his  couh'n  Henry,  fon  to  the  King  of  the  Ro- 
mans, fliould  furrender  themfelves  prifoners,  and 
remain  as  hoftages  for  their  refpe&ive  fathers,  in 


*  M.Weft.  p.  387.  IJ  Hemming,  p.5«4. 
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A.D.ia64.  the  hands  of  Leicefter  and  the  barons,  untill  all 

' — *""""*'  things  were  completely  fettled. 86 

Violated  This  treaty  is  commonly  known  in  the  Englifti 
hiftory  by  the  name  of  the  Mife  of  Lewes ;  in 
confequence  of  which,  Prince  Edward,  and  his 
coufin  Henry,  immediately  fill-rendered  them- 
felves  to  Leicefter,  who  fent  them  under  a  flrong 
guard  to  Dover  caflle.  As  the  great  defign  of 
Leicefter  and  the  barons  in  making  the  mife  or 
agreement  of  Lewes,  was  to  get  Prince  Edward 
into  their  hands,  who  was  the  chief  object  of  their 
fears,  and  of  the  hopes  of  the  royal  party,  as  foon 
as  they  had  accomplilhed  this  end,  they  paid  no 
further  regard  to  that  agreement.  The  two  kings 
who  fhould  have  been  fet  at  liberty  by  that  treaty, 
were  ftill  prifoners  in  effect,  being  furrounded  by 
ftich  only  as  were  entirely  devoted  to  Leicefter; 
who  made  the  unfortunate  Henry  fend  orders  to 
all  the  governors  of  his  caftles  to  furrender  them 
to  the  barons  j  and  made  ufe  of  the  King  as  an 
inftrument  of  deftroying  the  royal  authority,  and 
advancing  his  own,  and  that  of  his  party.87 

Avarice          The  Earl  of  Leicefter  having  got  the  chief  per- 

and  am-     fons  of  ^g  rOyal  family,  and  the  whole  royal 

bition  of  ,  .      , 

Leicefter.  authority,  into  his  hands,  became  wanton  with 
profperity,  and  gave  full  fcope  to  his  two  ruling 
pafiions,  avarice  and  ambition.  To  gratify  the 
former,  he  feized  the  eftates  of  eighteen  barons 
of  the  royal  party,  and  appropriated  to  himfelf 

» 

?6  M.  Paris,  p.  671.     Knyghton,  001.4451.     T.Wykes,  p.  63. 
87  Ryraer,  vol.i.  p.  790;  &c. 

the 
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the  greateft  part  of  the  money  arifing  from  the  A.D.  1264. 

ranfom  of  the  prifoners  which  had  been  taken  at  v — •< ' 

the  battle  of  Lewes ;  and  took  many  other  oppref- 
iive  and  difhonourable  methods  to  fill  his  coffers88. 
To  fatisfy  his  ambition,  he  contrived  a  new  plan 
of  government  by  which  the  royal  authority  was 
committed  to  three  perfons,  viz.  himfelf,  the  Earl 
of  Gloucefter,  and  theBifhop  of  Chichefter ;  and 
as  the  Bilhop  was  entirely  under  his  influence,  he 
in  reality  had  the  fupreme  direction  of  all  public 
affairs. " 

Such  immenfe  wealth  and  exorbitant  power  in  Effefts  of 
any  fubjecl  could  not  fail  to  excite  envy ;  and  the 
natural  haughtinefs  of  Leicefter,  increafed  by  his 
great  good  fortune,  rendered  his  exaltation  ftill 
more  offenfive  and  invidious.  He  was  generally 
fufpecled,  and  even  openly  accufed,  of  afpiring  to 
the  throne.  The  fallen  and  defolate  flate  of  the 
royal  family,  not  only  increafed  the  tendernefs 
and  affection  of  their  own  party,  but  began  to 
awaken  companion  in  the  breads  of  many  who 
had  contributed  to  their  fall.  The  Earl  of  Glou- 
cefter, in  particular,  feeing  himfelf  fo  much 
eclipfed  by  his  all-grafping  and  too  powerful  aflb- 
ciate,  fecretly  confpired  his  ruin.  9° 

The  Earl  of  Leicefter  was  too  quick-fighted 
not  to  difcern  the  exiftence,  and  dread  the  confe-  Parlia- 
quences,  of  thefe  increafing  difcontents,  which  n 

88  T.Wykes,  p. 63.     M.Paris.  p.67i. 

89  Brady's  Appendix,  No.aij.     Rymeri  Fcedera,  t,i.  p.693,  &c. 

90  M.Paris,  p.  671. 
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A.D.i*65.  prevailed  chiefly  among  the  better  fort.  In 
1 — v~"— •*  order  to  diminilh  this  odium  under  which  he 
had  fallen,  he  put  on  an  appearance  of  modera- 
tion, and  called  a  parliament,  in  order,  as  he  pre- 
tended, to  fet  Prince  Edward  at  liberty.  To  this 
famous  parliament  were  fummoned  not  only  the 
great  barons,  but  every  ftiire  was  ordered  to  fend 
two  knights,  every  city  two  citizens,  and  every 
burgh  two  burgefies,  as  their  reprefentatives 9 . 
This  parliament  aflembled  28th  January  A.D. 
1 265.,  and,  by  the  perfuafion  of  the  Earl  of  Lei- 
cefler,  made  a  decree  to  fet  Prince  Edward  at  li- 
berty, but  at  the  fame  time  commanding  that  he 
fliould  remain  near  the  perfon  of  the  King  his 
father.  The  Prince  was  accordingly  brought 
from  Dover  cattle,  and  delivered  to  his  father  j 
but  as  the  King  was  in  reality  a  prifoner  in  the 
hands  of  Leiceiler,  the  Prince  was  guarded  with 
the  mod  jealous  care,  and  foon  found  that  he  was 
ftill  a  prifoner,  only  a  little  more  at  large91. 
This  grofs  impofition  rather  increafed  than  di- 
minimed  the  hatred  and  jealoufy  of  the  public 
againft  Leicefter.  The  Earl  of  Gloucefter,  not 
daring  to  trufl  his  perfon  within  the  reach  of  his 
daring  and  powerful  rival,  retired  to  his  eftate, 
repaired  and  garrifoned  his  caftles,  and  made  all 
poffible  preparations  for  his  own  defence. 93 
Prince  Leicefter,  determined  to  crufh  the  Earl  of 

Edward      Gloucefter  and  his  adherents,  proclaimed  them 

makes  his 
efcape. 

9'  Rymer,  voLi.  p.Soz.  '*  Annal.  Waverlien.  p. a  16. 

93  T.  Wykes,   p.  66.      M.  Paris,   p.  671.      Annal.    Waverlien. 
p<2l6. 

traitors 


Chap.  i.  Se<a.i.    CIVIL  AND  MILITARY.  4^ 

traitors  in  the  King's  name,  raifed  an  army,  and  A.D.n6.y. 
marched  towards  them,  carrying  the  King  and 
Prince  with  him.  As  the  two  armies  drew  near 
to  one  another,  the  Earl  of  Gloucefter  formed  a 
fcheme  for  the  deliverance  of  Prince  Edward  out 
of  the  hands  of  Leicefter;  lie  even  found  means  of 
communicating  this  fcheme  to  the  Prince,  and  of 
getting  a  horfe  of  extraordinary  fleetnefsconveyed 
to  him.  The  Prince,  in  confequence  of  this  con- 
cert, feigned  himfelf  indifpofed  for  fome  days, 
and  then  pretending  to  recover,  he  propofed  to 
take  an  airing  on  horfeback,  for  the  benefit  of 
his  health.  Leicefter  fufpecling  nothing,  and 
trufting  to  the  fidelity  and  vigilance  of  the  gen- 
tlemen he  had  placed  about  the  Prince's  perfon, 
made  no  oppofition.  As  the  Prince  and  his  com- 
pany, or  rather  guards,  were  riding  along,  he 
artfully  propofed  running  matches  between  the 
feveral  gentlemen  who  were  beft  mounted;  while 
he  himfelf,  as  hardly  recovered  from  his  indifpo- 
lition,  moved  gently  along,  on  the  horfe  conveyed 
to  him  by  the  Earl  of  Gloucefter.  At  length, 
when  he  obferved  the  horfes  of  his  attendants  luf- 
ficiently  blown  by  their  diverfion,  the  Prince,  fud- 
denly  clapping  fpurs  to  his  horfe,  rode  oft'  at  full 
fpeed.  As  foon  as  his  attendants  recovered  from 
their  furp  rife,  they  purfuedhim  till  they  faw  the 
Prince  received  by  a  party  of  horfe,  which  had 
been  fent  to  favour  his  efcape.  94. 


T.Wykes,  p.  67.     W.Hemming,  p.jSj. 
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A.D.ia65.      This  fortunate  efcape  of  Prince  Edward  gave 
Ed'  incredible  joy  to  all  the  friends  of  the  royal  fa- 


niily  ;  who  flew  to  arms,  and  haftened  to  his  ftan- 
theheadof  dardj  anc|  being  joined  by  the  Earl  of  Gloucefler, 
Roger  Mortimer,  and  the  barons  of  thefe  parts, 
he  fbon  found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  very  gal- 
lant army  9S.  At  the  defire  of  the  Earl  of  Glou- 
-  cefter,  the  Prince  made  a  folemn  declaration  to 
the  army,  that  if  God  fhould  grant  him  victory, 
he  would  perfuade  the  King  his  father  to  banifh 
all  foreigners,  to  preferve  the  liberties,  and  go- 
vern according  to  the  laws  of  England.  This 
declaration  infpired  his  army  with  the  warm  eft 
attachment  to  his  perfon,  and  the  moil  ardent 
zeal  for  the  royal  caufe.  96 

Battles  of        Though  Leicefter  was  greatly  aftonifhed  at  the 

worthed   Prince's  efcape,  he  was  not  wanting  to  himfelf, 

Evefliam.    but  took  every  meafure  he  could  think  of  for  his 

•  own  prefervation.     Having  the  King  flill  in  his 

hands,  he  obliged  that  unhappy  prince  to  iffue  a 

proclamation,  declaring  his  fon  Prince  Edward, 

the  Earl  of  Gloucefter,  and  all  their  adherents, 

traitors,  and  forbidding  his  fubjects  to  give  them 

any  affiftance  97.     He  wrote  to  his  eldeft  fon,  Si- 

mon de  Montfort,  to  make  all  poflible  hafte  to 

join  him  with  an  army  from  London.     But  this 

junction  never  took  effect  ;  for  Prince  Edward, 

makingforced  marches,  furprifed  young  Montfort 


5  T.Wykes,  p.  68.  *>  Id.  ibid. 

97  Brady's  Appendix,  No.aai,  333.     Rymeri  Fcedera,  t.j.  p.8io, 
811,  813,  &c. 
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and  his  army  at  Kennel  worth,  and  cutthe  greateft  A.D.i»65. 
part  of  them  in  pieces,  on  the  id  of  Auguft,  A.D. 
1265. 98.  ^ne  Prince?  without  lofing  a  mo- 
ment's time,  turned  about  and  directed  his  march 
towards  the  Severn,  in  order  to  meet  and  attack 
old  Montfort,  before  he  heard  of  his  fon's  defeat. 
Leicefterhad  pafTed  the  Severn,  and  was  advanced 
as  far  as  Evelham,  expecting  every  moment  to  be 
joined  by  his  fon  with  his  army  from  London,  of 
whofe misfortune  he  had  received  no  information. 
Prince  Edward  commanded  one  part  of  his 
army  to  approach  Eveftiam  by  the  road  from 
Kennelworth,  difplaying  the  banners  which  had 
been  taken  from  young  Montfort's  army ;  arid 
the  Earl  of  Liecefter's  fpies,  deceived  by  that 
appearance,  brought  him  word,  that  his  fon,  with 
his  army,  was  at  hand.  But  the  Earl  did  not  long 
enjoy  the  pleafure  of  this  miftake;  for  he  foon  dif- 
covered  with  his  own  eyes,  that  they  were  ene- 
mies who  advanced  ;  and  obferving  their  great 
numbers,  and  excellent  order,  he  had  a  prefage  of 
his  approaching  fate  ;  which  made  him  cry  out, 
"  God  have  mercy  on  our  fouls  ;  for  our  bodies 
"  are  Prince  Edward's99."  The  armies  foon  en- 
gaged, and,  being  animated  by  the  example  of 
their  valiant  leaders,  fought  with  uncommonfury. 
In  the  heat  of  the  action,  King  Henry  was 
wounded,  and  in  great  danger  of  being  flain  by  a 
foldier  of  his  fon's  army  j  but  crying  out,  "  I 

'*  T.Wykes,  p.6g.     M.Paris,  p.  6 7 a.    Annal.  Waverlien.  p.  219. 
•?  W. Hemming,  p.  5 8 6.     M.Paris,  p.  672. 
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A.D.ia6j.  "  am  Henry  ofWinchefter,thyfovereign;  don't 
«  kill  me,*'  he  was  known,  and  conducled  to  a 
place  of  fafety  ro°.  The  Welfti  troops  in  Leicef- 
ter's  army  were  the  firft  who  turned  their  backs  ; 
but  even  after  their  flight,  his  other  forces  for 
fome  time  maintained  their  ground,  until  the 
Earl  himfelf,  and  his  fon  Henry  Montfort,  were 
flain  ;  which  put  an  end  to  the  fierce  difpute  : 
and  Prince  Edward  obtained  a  mofl  glorious  and 
complete  victory  near  Evefliam,  on  the  4th 
Auguft  A.D.  1265.  Betides  the  Earl  of  Lei- 
cefter  and  his  fon  Henry,  many  other  barons  of 
that  party  were  killed  ;  Guy  de  Montfort,  an- 
other of  Leicefter's  fons,and  feveral  other  barons, 
were  taken  prifoners.  1DI 

Thus  fell  Simon  de  Montfort  the    reat  Earl  of 


of  Lei  Earf  Leicefter,  who  raifed  himfelf  to  a  degree  of  great- 
cefter.  nefs  hardly  inferior  to  royalty,  and  of  wealth  fu- 
perior  to  that  of  fome  of  our  monarchs.  Nothing 
is  more  difficult  than  to  form  a  juft  idea  of  the 
real  character  of  this  illuftrious  perfon,  who  was 
abhorred  as  a  devil  by  one  half  of  England,  and 
adored  as  a  faint  and  guardian  angel  by  the 
other102.  Hewasunqueflionablyone  of  thegreateft 
generals  and  politicians  of  his  age  ;  bold,  am- 
bitious, and  enterprifing  ;  ever  confidered,  both 
by  friends  and  enemies,  as  the  very  foul  of  the 
party  which  he  efpoufed.  He  was  fierce  and 

109  W.Hemming,  1.3.  0.31.  p.586,  587. 

'•'  Id.  ibid.     M.Paris,  p.  672. 

"'  M.Paris,  p.  673.     Chron.  Mailros,  p.33Z>  &c. 
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clamorous  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  till  he  arrived  A.D.u65. 
at  power,  which  he  employed  in  aggrandifing  ' — v— -* 
and  enriching  his  own  family.     But  whether  he 
did  this  in  order  to  enable  him  to  eftablifh  the 
liberties  of  his  country  on  a  folid  foundation,  or 
only  to  gratify  his  own  avarice  and  ambition,  is 
perhaps  impoffible  to  be  determined. 

The  death  of  the  Earl  of  Leicefterwas  followed  A.D.i»66. 
by  the  total  ruin  of  his  family,  and  deftru&ion  of  Confe 
his  party.  The  great  eftates  of  the  barons  were  the  battle 
confifcated  without  mercy ;  which  drove  fuch  of  ofEvef- 
them  as  had  efcaped  from  the  fatal  battle  of  Evef- 
ham  to  defpair.  A  number  of  thefe,  under  the 
command  of  Simon  de  Montfort,  eldeft  fon  of  the 
Earl  of  Leicefter,  feized  and  fortified  the  ifle  of 
Axholm,  and  flood  upon  their  defence ;  but  after 
a  brave  reh'ftance,  they  were  obliged  to  furrender 
to  Prince  Edward,  and  their  leader,  Simon  de 
Montfort,  was  banifhed  the  kingdom I03.  One 
Adam  deGurdonwas  at  the  head  of  another  party 
of  thefe  defperadoes  in  Hamplhire;  and  being  a 
perfon  of  great  ftrength  and  courage,  he  was  re- 
duced with  fome  difficulty,  PrinceEdward  having 
taken  Adam  prifoner  with  his  own  hand,  after  a 
very  fierce  and  dangerous  combat.  The  Prince, 
charmed  with  the  bravery  of  the  man,  though  ex- 
erted againft  his  own  perfon,  not  only  faved  his 
life,  but  granted  him  his  liberty ;  a  favour  which 
he  returned  by  the  moil  zealous  and  devoted  fer- 
vices 104.  The  garrifon  of  the  caflle  of  Kennel- 

IOJ  W. Hemming,  1.3.  c. 3 a.  p. 5 87.     T.Wykes,  p-7j. 
"><  T.Wykes,  p.76.     MParis,  p.  675. 
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AD.ia66.  worth  was  not  fo  eafily  fubdued,  holding  out 
'  ir"— '  againft  the  royal  army  feveral  months,  and  were 
atlaft  obliged  by  famine  to  furrender,  in  Novem- 
ber A.D.  I266105.  But  the  molt  formidable 
body  of  the  remains  of  the  late  powerful  and 
triumphant  faction  had  taken  refuge  in  the  ifle  of 
Ely,  and  made  great  depredation  on  all  the  neigh- 
bouring country..  In  order,  therefore,  to  extin- 
guifli  thefe  furviving  fparks  of  civil  dhTention,  a 
parliament  was  held  in  the  town  of  Kennel  worth, 
during  the  liege  of  the  caftle.  In  this  parliament 
more  moderate  counfels  prevailed,  and  certain 
commiflioners  were  appointed  to  compound  with 
the  rebellious  barons.  Many  of  the  diiinherited, 
as  they  were  then  called,  made  their  compoli- 
tions,  and  were  reilored  to  their  eftates  105.  But 
the  rebels  in  the  ifle  of  Ely,  trufting  to  their  own 
ftrength  and  that  of  the  place,  dill  continued  .to 
hold  out. 

AJ>.ia67.      In  order  to  their  reduction,  the  King  held  a  par- 

Eajjof  liament  at  St.  Edmondfbury  on  the  loth  February 

difcontent-  A.D.  1 267. 107     But  the  Earl  of  Gloucefter,  who 

ed*  had  contributed  fo  much  to  the  deliverance  of 

Prince  Edward,  to  the  deltruction,  of  Leicester, 

and  to  the  restoration  of  the  King  tohis  liberty  and 

authority, refufed  to  attend  that  parliament.  This 

great  nobleman,  difgufled  at  the  feverities  exer- 

cifed  towardsthe  diiinherited  barons,  and  w.th  the 

little  regard  that  was  paid  to  the  folemn  promifes 

.05  T.Wykes,  p.  78. 

106  This  adl  of  parliament   is  called  D'tSum  de  Kennelivorth. 
M.Paris,  ^675.  ^  T.Wykes,  p. 78. 
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which  had  been  made  to  him  by  the  Prince  before  A.D.  1267. 
the  battle  of  Evefliam,  had  retired  in  difcontent  ' — «•"—'' 
to  his  own  eftate ;  and  the  meflengers  who  were 
fent  to  him  by  the  parliament,  to  invite  him  to 
that  aflembly,  found  him  bufy  in  raifing  an  army. 
He  gave  thefe  meflengers  the  ftrongeft  affu- 
rances,  that  thefe  preparations  were  defigned 
againil  his  enemy  Mortimer ;  and  even  put  into 
their  hands  a  declaration,  under  his  own  feal,  that 
he  never  would  bear  arms  againft  the  King:  with 
which  declaration  the  King  and  parliament  were 
fatisfied  j  a  fupply  was  granted,  and  an  army 
raifed  for  the  reduction  of  the  ifle  of  Ely.108 

When  the  King  was  engaged  in  this  expedition  The  Earl 
againft  Ely,  and  Prince  Edward  was  employed  in  of  Glou- 
reducing  fome  of  the  difinherited  barons  in  the  enters 
north,  the  Earl  of  Gloucefter  marched  fuddenly  London. 
with  his  army  to  London,  into  which  he  was  re- 
ceived  without  oppofition.     The  city  of  London 
had  been  the  chief  fupport  of  the  Leiceftrian 
party ;  and  the  intemperate  zeal  of  Fitz- Richard 
the  mayor,  and  the  lower  rank  of  citizens,  for  that 
party,  had  driven  them  to  commit  many  cruel  out- 
rages on  the  royalifts,  andtooffermanyindignities 
to  the  royal  family.    For  thefe  enormities  the  city 
wasfeverelypunilhed  after  the  battle  of  Evemam; 
for  which,  being  full  of  refentment  and  difaffec- 
tion,  the  Earl  of  Gloucefter  was  a  welcome  gueft. 
Here  the  Earl  publilhed  a  manifefto,  declaring, 
that  he  had  taken  up  arms,  to  procure  more  mo- 

108  T.Wykes,  p.  78. 
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A.D.i»67.  derate  terms  for  the  disinherited,  and  to  oblige 

c  •v--.)  the  King  and  Prince  to  keep  their  promifes,  of 
preferving  all  the  liberties  of  England.  '~9 

Pacific*-  Henry  was  greatly  alarmed  with  this  new  and 
on*  dangerous  infurreetion  ;  and  Prince  Edward  ar- 
riving from  the  north  with  an  army,  and  having 
joined  the  King,  they  directed  their  march  to- 
wards London  IC.  At  the  approach  of  the  royal 
army,  which  was  very  numerous,  the  Earl  of  Glou- 
ceilermadepropofalsforan accommodation;  and 
having  obtained  an  indemnity  for  himfelf,  his  fol- 
lowers, and  the  city  of  London,  he  laid  down  his 
arms,  and  returned  to  his  duty.  The  ifle  of  Ely 
furrendered  on  the  25th  of  July  A.D.  1267.,  by 
which  a  period  was  put  to  the  civil  wars  and 
diffenfions  with  which  England  had  been  fo  long 
diftracted.  This  happy  event  was  chiefly  owing 
to  the  defection  of  the  Earl  of  Gloucefler  from 
the  Leiceflrian  party,  and  to  the  wifdom,  valour, 
and  activity  of  Prince  Edward. 

Scotland  The  courts  of  England  and  Scotland  had  novr 
a*  for  many  years  lived  in  the  moft  cordial  friendfhip 
with  one  another,  the  two  royal  families  being 
united,  by  the  marriage  of  King  Henry's  lifter 
Joan  to  Alexander  II.  King  of  Scots,  and  of  his 
daughter  Margaret  to  Alexander  III.  Even  the 
national  antipathy  between  the  two  kingdoms  was 
in  a  great  meafure  extinguished  by  an  almoft  unin- 
terrupted peace  of  half  a  century.  The  Englifh  in 
this  reign  did  not  live  in  the  fame  harmony  with 

109  Rymeri  Foedera,  t.i.  p.  41.     T.Wykes,  p.  81. 
"*  Chron.  Dunft.  p.^94»  395-    T.  Wykes,  p.  79. 
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their  neighbours  of  Wales,  whofe  princes  bore  A.D.ia67. 
withgreat  impatience  the  fuperiority  of  the  crown  ' — *~~~J 
of  England  over  them  and  their  country,  and 
made  frequent  attempts  to  threw  it  off.  But 
all  thefe  attempts  were  unfuccefsful,  and  ended 
in  frefh  fubmiflions  to  a  power  with  which  they 
were  unable  to  contend.  In  the  late  civil  wars 
Lewellyn  Prince  of  Wales  warmly  efpoufed  the 
party  of  Leicefter  and  the  barons,  and  at  length 
lhared  in  the  confequences  of  their  defeat:  for 
immediately  after  the  furrender  of  the  ifle  of  Ely, 
the  royal  army  marched  into  Wales,  which  obliged 
Lewellyn  to  renew  hishomageandfealty  to  Henry, 
andtopayhim  betides  the  fum  of  twenty-five  thou- 
land  marks.111 

By  the  fubmiffion  of  the  Welfli,  England  was  A.D.I268. 
reftored  to  a  Hate  of  perfect  tranquillity;  but  the  Croifade. 
rage  of  civil  difcord  was  no  fooner  extinguifhed, 
than  the  foolifh  and  pernicious  fpirit  of  croifading 
revived :  for  Henry  having  aflembled  his  parlia- 
ment in  April  A.D.  1268.,  at  Northampton, both 
theKing,  and  Ottobon,  the  Pope's  legate,  warmly 
recommended  a  new  expedition  for  the  reco- 
very of  the  Holy  Land ;  and  Prince  Edward, 
with  feveral  great  barons,  many  knights  and  a 
great  multitude  of  common  people,  aflumed  the 
crofs JIi.  While  preparations  were  making  for 
this  expedition,  another  parliament  was  held  at 
Maryborough,  in  November,  in  which  feveral 
good  laws  were  made,  which  are  well  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Statutes  of  'Maryborough. I1J 

111  T.Wykes,  p.  84.  IU  Ann.  Waverley,  p.»34- 

"'  T.Wykes,  p.8;,  86. 

E  a  After 


52  HISTORY  OF  BRITAIN.  Book  IV. 

AJD.  13,10.  After  two  years  had  been  fpent  in  preparations, 
*T^r""~;  Prince  Edward  embarked  at  Portfmouth,  in  May 
ward's  ex-  A.D.  1 270.,  tojoin  the  Kingof  France  at  Tunis114; 


pedition  to  but  that  great  and  good  King  Lewis  IX.  dying 
Land.°  there  of  the  plague,  and  the  French  army  return- 
ing home,  the  Prince  was  fo  refolved  on  this  ro- 
mantic expedition,  that  he  proceeded  to  Paleftine 
with  his  own  little  army.  There  this  brave  Prince 
gave  many  proofs  of  his  undaunted  courage  and 
military  {kill,  and  fo  much  alarmed  the  Saracens, 
that  an  affaffin  was  employed  to  murder  him,  who 
was  killed  in  making  the  attempt,  but  not  till 
he  had  wounded  the  Prince  in  the  arm  with  a 
poifoned  knife,  by  which  his  life  was  in  great 
danger.  "s 

AJD.iara.  While  Prince  Edward  was  gathering  barren  lau- 
Death  of  rels,  and  encountering  real  dangers  in  the  Holy 
Lan(j  nis  fam{\y  an(j  his  native  country,  Hood 
much  in  need  of  his  prefence.  In  this  interval  the 
roy al family  fuftained  two  great  lofies,by  the  death 
of  Henry  de  Almaine,  and  of  his  father,  the  King 
of  the  Romans:  the  former  being  bafely  murdered 
atViterbo,  in  Italy,  by  his  two  exiled  coufins,  Guy 
and  Simon  de  Montfort"6;  and  the  latter  dying  of 
grief  for  the  lofs  of  his  fon,  at  Berkhamflead,  2d 
April  A.D.  1272.  King  Henry,  worn  out  by  age 
and  infirmities,  was  quite  unequal  to  the  tafk  of 
government,  which  underhis  feeble  adminiftration 
became  utterly  contemptible.  The  great  barons 
opprefled  the  people  at  their  pleafure,  the  high- 

114  M.Weft.  p.  400. 

"s  M.Paris,  p. 678.    T.Wykes,  p-97.    Chron.  Mailros,  p.  14*,  &c. 

116  M.Weft.  p. 400.     T.Wykes,  p-95. 
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ways  were  infefted  by  robbers,  and  the  inhabitants  A.D.ia?2. 
of  London,  and  fome  other  cities,  became  very 
riotous  and  diforderly.  As  the  King  was  returning 
from  Norwich,  where  he  had  been  fuppreffing  one 
of  thefe  riots,  he  was  taken  ill  at  St.  Edmundf- 
bury,fromwhencebeing  conveyed  to  Weilminfter 
by  eafy  journies,  he  there  died,  on  the  i6th  No- 
vember A.D.  1 272.,  in  the  fixty-fifth  year  of  his 
age,  and  the  fifty-feventh  of  his  reign.  "7 

Henry  III.,  furnamed  of  Winchejler,  was  in  his 

perfon  of  middle  ftature,  of  a  robuft  conftitution,  °f  Henry 

ill 
but  unpleafing  countenance  j   his  left  eye-brow 

hanging  down,  and  almoil  covering  his  eye. ll8 
This  prince  was  certainly  not  poffefled  of  great 
intellectual  abilities,  much  lefs  of  true  wifdom,and 
the  right  art  of  governing;  yet  his  underftanding 
does  not  feem  to  have  been  remarkably  defective,  ' 
but  had  unhappily  taken  a  turn  towards  low  di£ 
honeft  cunning.  As  the  ends  which  he  had  in 
view  were  often  bad,  and  fuch  as  could  not  be 
openly  avowed,  he  endeavoured  to  attain  them  by 
the  winding  ways  of  treachery  and  deceit.  Some 
of  Henry's  repartees  are  preferved  in  hi  ftory,  which 
do  not  befpeak  him  to  have  been  that  fimple  fool 
he  is  often  reprefented.  When  the  Archbifliop  of 
Canterbury,  with  the  bifhops  of  WTinchefter,Sali£ 
bury,  and  Carlifle,  were  fent  by  parliament  in 
i253.,toprefentaveryftrongremonftranceagainft 
uncanonical  and  forced  elections  to  vacant  fees : 

117  M. Weft.  p.4oi.     T.Wykes,  p.98. 

118  M.  Paris,  p.  680. 
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A.D.i»7z.  "  It  is  true,"  replied  he, "  I  have  been  fomewhat 
faulty  in  that  particular :  I  obtruded  you1,  my 
"  lord  of  Canterbury,  upon  your  fee  :  I  was  ob- 
"  liged  to  employ  both  entreaties  and  menaces, 
"  my  lord  of  Winchefter,  to  get  you  elected, 
66  when  you  mould  have  been  rather  fent  to 
"  fchool :  my  proceedings  were  indeed  very  irre- 
"  gular  and  violent,  my  lords  of  Salifbury  and 
"  Carlifle,  when  I  raifed  you  from  the  lowell  fta- 
"  tions  to  your  prefent  dignities.  It  will  become 
"  you  therefore,  my  lords,  to  fet  an  example  of  re- 
"  formation,  by  reiigning  your  prefent  benefices, 
"  and  try  to  obtain  preferment  in  a  more  regular 
*e  manner."  19  But  this  prince  was  much  more 
defective  in  perfonal  courage  than  in  underftand- 
ing ;  and,  as  appears  from  the  whole  courfe  of  his 
hiltory,  as  well  as  from  many  anecdotes,  was  of  a 
very  cowardly  and  timorous  nature.  In  the 
year  1258.,  when  the  royal  authority  was  much 
eclipfed,  and  the  Earl  of  Leicester  was  in  his 
glory,  the  King,  in  going  to  the  Tdwer  by  water, 
was  overtaken  in  a  florm  of  thunder  and  light- 
ning, with  which  he  was  greatly  terrified,  and  or- 
dered his  barge  to  be  put  a-ihore  at  the  firft  land- 
ing-place. But  being  met  by  the  Earl  of  Leicester 
at  his  landing,  his  terrors  redoubled,  and  he  exhi- 
bited all  the  marks  of  thegreatefl  confirmation  in 
his  countenance,  which  made  the  Earl  obferve, 
that  the  florm  was  now  over,  and  he  had  no  further 
reafon  to  be  afraid ;  to  which  the  King  replied, 
"  I  am  indeed  beyond  meafure  afraid  of'  thunder 

"'  M.Paris,  p. 579. 
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"  and  lightning;  but,  by  God's  head,  I  fear  thee  A.D.ia;z. 
"  more  than  all  the  thunder  in  the  univerie"3." 
Henry  was  dill  more  deftitute  of  the  noble  virtues 
of  lincerity  in  making,  and  fidelity  in  obferving, 
his  engagements,  than  he  was  of  courage.  When- 
ever he  was  hard  puftiedby  the  difcontented  ba- 
rons, he  fubmitted  to  any  terms  they  thought  fit 
to  prefcribe,  and  confirmed  them  by  all  the  moil 
awful  oaths  and  folemnities  they  could  devife  j 
but  the  moment  he  thought  he  could  do  it  with 
fafety,  he  violated  all  his  promifes  and  oaths  with- 
out hefitation,  fatisfying  himfelf  with  the  abfolu- 
tion  of  his  good  friend  the  Pope,  which  he  eafily 
obtained.  This  wicked  prevarication  was  not 
more  odious  than  it  was  pernicious  to  his  affairs, 
and  obliged  the  barons  to  proceed  to  much 
greater  extremities  than  otherwife  they  would 
have  done,  plainly  perceiving  that  nothing  could 
make  him  keep  his  promifes,  but  putting  it  out 
of  his  power  to  break  them.  But  the  mod  fin- 
gular  feature  in  this  Prince's  character  was  his 
incorrigible  partiality  and  affection  to  foreigners, 
which  attended  him  through  his  whole  life,  and 
occafioned  infinite  vexations  to  himfelf  and  his 
fubjecls.  No  fooner  was  one  fet  of  thefe  foreign 
favourites  driven  from  the  royal  prefence,  by  at- 
tacks whichlhookthethroneitfelf,  than  others  took 
their  place,  and  were  cherifhed  with  equal  fond- 
nefs,  and  difplaced  with  equal  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers. It  is  highly  probable,  that  thefe  foreigners, 
having  their  fortunes  to  make,  were  much  more 

'-  M.Paris,  p. 65 6. 
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A.D.ia7*.  fupple  and  infinuating,  and  more  ready  to  comply 
'  ir"""'  with  all  his  humours,  than  the  Englilh  barons, 
confcious  of  their  own  power  and  importance. 
The  piety  of  this  prince  is  much  extolled  by  the 
monkifli  writers  of  thofe  times I21.  He  was  no 
doubt  a  very  ufeful  and  liberal  foil  to  his  holy  fa- 
ther the  Pope,  whom  he  affifted  with  all  his  might 
in  fleecing  his  unhappy  fubje6ls.  He  was  alfo  a 
mod  devout  worfliipper  of  rufly  nails  and  rotten 
bones,  particularly  thofe  of  his  favourite,  Saint 
Edward  theConfeifor,  which  he  placed  in  a  fhrine 
of  gold,  adorned  with  precious  (tones 122.  One  of 
the  moil  commendable  parts  of  this  prince's  cha- 
racter is  hardly  ever  mentioned  by  our  hiftorians, 
his  love  of  the  arts ;  for  the  encouragement  of 
which  he  expended  great  fums  of  money  l23.  It 
muft  further  be  owned,  that  he  was  a  very  warm 
and  generous,  though  not  a  very  conftant  friend, 
a  faithful  hufband,  and  an  affectionate  parent. 
His  chil-  Henry  III.  left  two  fons ;  Edward  his  fuccef- 
ren'  for,  and  Edmund  furnamed  Crouch-back,  titular 
King  of  Sicily,  and  Earl  of  Lancafter,  Leicefter, 
and  Derby,  and  high  fleward  of  England ;  and 
two  daughters;  Margaret,  married  to  Alexan- 
der III.  King  of  Scots,  and  Beatrix,  married  to 
John  Duke  of  Britanny. l24 

Hiftory  of       As  Alexander  II.  King  of  Scotland  had  been 
Scotland,    induced  to  enter  into  the  confederacy  with  Prince 

121  Erat  beftialis  homo,  fed  religiofus.       Chron.  Mailros,  p.  243. 
M.Paris,  p.  680.  '^  T.Wykes,  p.88. 

123  See  chap. 4.  of  this  book.  IJ*  M.Paris,  p. 6 7 9. 
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Lewis  of  France;  and  the  revolted  barons,  by  the 

profpe6l  of  obtaining  pofleffion  of  the  three  north-  ' ' — - 

ern  counties  of  Northumberland,  Cumberland,  derll>  ~ 
and  Weftmorland  ;  as  foon  as  that  profpect  va- 
nifhed,  by  the  defeat  of  the  confederates  at  Lin- 
coln, 25th  May  A.D.  1217.,  he  began  to  think  of 
making  peace  with  the  young  King  Henry  III. 
which,  after  fome  time  fpent  in  negotiation,  was 
concluded  12S.  By  one  article  of  this  treaty,  it 
was  flipulated,  that  the  King  of  Scotland  fhould 
marry  the  Princefs  Joan,  the  eldeft  lifter  of  the 
King  of  England ;  and  their  nuptials  (after  fome 
delays,  occafioned  by  the  detention  of  the 
Princefs  in  France)  were  celebrated  25th  June 

A.D.  I22I."6 

This  peace  and  marriage  put  a  flop  to  all  hofti-  A.D.ia»i. 
lities  between  the  two  nations  for  feveral  years,  Peace  with 
and  introduced  a  friendly  intercourfe  between  the  Ensland- 
two  royal  families,  now  fo  nearly  related.     The 
King  and  Queen  of  Scotland  made  frequent  vifits 
to  the  court  of  England ;  where  they  were  nobly 
entertained,  and  received  many  valuable  proofs 
offriendihip  from  their  royal  brother I27.  This  ex- 
ternal tranquillity  gave  Alexander  leifure  to  fup- 
prefs  a  dangerous  infurreclion  in  Argyle,  A.D. 
1222.,  and  to  puniili  the  people  of  Caithnefs  for 
the  murder  of  their  biihop,  whom  they  had  burnt 
to  death  in  his  own  houfe I2g.    The  internal  peace 

125  M.Paris,  p.  204.     Feed.  torn. i.  p. 224.     Chron.  Mel.  p.ijj. 

126  M.Paris,  p.  216.     Rym.  Feed.  torn.  i.  p.  240. 

137  Ford.  1.9.  0.37.    M.Paris,  p. 250.    Chron.  Mel.  p.  203.    Rym. 
Feed.  t.i.  p-370.  379.  Ij8  Ford.  1.9.  0.34-  37- 
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A.D.I2SI.  of  the  kingdom  was  again  diflurbed,  A.D.  1229., 
' — '*"-J  by  Gillefcop,  a  turbulent  baron  in  the  north, 

who  was  at  lad  defeated  and  (lain.  "9 
Difputes  Though  the  intimate  relation  and  pacific  dif- 
wuh  Hen-  portions  of  the  two  Britifh  monarchs  prevented 
an  open  rupture,  there  were  flill  feveral  fiibje6ls 
of  difpute  between  them,  which  now  and  then 
occafioned  fome  difquiet.  On  the  one  hand, 
Henry  fometimes  difcovered  a  difpofition  to  re- 
vive the  claim  of  homage  from  the  King  of  Scot- 
land, which  had  been  given  up  by  Richard  I. ; 
and  on  the  other  hand,  Alexander  dill  infilled 
on  his  claim  to  the  three  northern  counties  of 
England  13°.  This  difpute  was  determined,  A.D. 
1237.,  by  the  mediation  of  the  Pope's  legate; 
and  Alexander  accepted  of  certain  lands  in 
Northumberland  and  Cumberland,  in  lieu  of  all 
his  claims.  '3I 

Death  of  Joan  Queen  of  Scotland,  who  had  contributed 
the  Queen.  fo  mucn  to  the  peace  of  her  family  and  her 
country,  died  4th  March  A.D.  1238.,  without 
having  had  any  children,  and  Alexander  married 
a  French  lady,  Mary,  daughter  of  Ingelram  de 
Couci,  i5th  May  A.D.  1239. lsl 

Quarrel          Though  the  friendfhip  between  the  two  mo- 
withEng-  narchs  was  not  immediately  diffolved  when  the 
ventedT"    great  bond  of  union  was  removed,  yet  it  gradu- 
ally declined,  and  national  jealoufies  revived. 

i;»  Ford,  1.9.  0.47. 

»•  Rym.  Feed.  t.i.  p-334>  335-  374>  &c. 
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After  fome  time  fpent  in  mutual  complaints  and  A.D.ia44. 
accusations,  both  princes  raifed  armies  and  pre-  VN— ~v— ' 
pared  for  war,  A.D.  1244. 133    But  that  was  hap- 
pily prevented,  and  a  peace  concluded  by  the  me- 
diation of  Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall  and  other 
Englifti  barons,  and  Alexander  engaged  to  live 
in  amity  with  England,  and  not  to  affift  her  ene- 
mies, unlefs  the  Englifh  did  him  fome  wrong.134 

When  Alexander  was  engaged  in  an  expedition  Death  and 
againft  Angus  of  Argyle,  who  refufed  to  do  ho-  c*jara#er 
mage  for  certain  iflands,  he  was  feized  with  a  anderii. 
fever,  of  which  he  died  in  the  fmall  ifle  of  Kirarry, 
8th  July,  A.D.  1249.,  in  the  fifty-fir  (I  year  of  his 
age,  and  thirty-fifth  of  his  reign  :3S.  He  was  one 
of  the  wifefl  and  bed  princes  that  ever  filled  the 
throne  of  Scotland  :  and  though  he  maintained 
the  independency  of  his  crown  abroad,  and  the 
authority  of  his  government  at  home,  with  the 
greateft  fteadinefs  andfpirit ;  yet  in  doing  both  he 
afted  with  fo  much  temper  and  integrity,  "  that 
"  (to  ufe  the  words  of  a  cotemporary  Englifh 
"  hiftorian)  he  was  juftly  beloved  by  all  the 
"  people  of  England,  as  well  as  by  his  own  fub- 
"  je&s." i36  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  only  fon, 
of  the  fame  name,  a  child  in  the  eighth  year  of 
his  age. 

Alexanderlll.  was  both  knighted  and  crowned  Acceffiou 
by  the  Bifhop  of  St.  Andrew's,  at  Scoon,  i3th 


'•"  M.Paris,  p. 432.  436.  lw  Rym.  Feed.  torn.  i.  p.429- 
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A.D.IZ44.  'July »  only  five  days  after  his  father's  death I37. 
This  precipitation  was  ufed  to  prevent  the  King 
of  England  from  interfering  in  thefe  ceremonies. 
Alexander  had  been  betrothed,  A.D.  1242., 

riage.  when  he  was  only  a  year  old,  to  Margaret  eldeft 
daughter  of  Henry  III.,  a  princefs  about  the  fame 
age ;  and  their  nuptials  were  celebrated  with 

A.D.i»ji.  great  pomp,  at  York,  26th  December,  A.D. 
1251. 133  On  that  occafion  Alexander  did  homage 
to  Henry  for  his  poffeffions  in  England ;  but 
Henry,  taking  advantage  of  his  youth,  and  other 
circumflances, required  him  to  dohomage  to  him 
for  his  crown  and  kingdom  of  Scotland.  To  this 
unfeafonable  and  ungenerous  requifition,  Alex- 
ander, by  the  advice  of  his  council,  returned  this 
prudent  anfwer,  "  That  he  had  been  invited  to 
"  York  to  marry  the  Princefs  of  England,  not 
"  to  treat  of  Hate  affairs  ;  and  that  he  could  not 
"  take  a  ftep  of  fo  much  importance,  without 
"  confulting  his  parliament." I39 

civilbroili.  Scotland  was  a  fcene  of  much  difquiet,  and  of 
various  revolutions,  during  the  minority  of  Alex- 
ander III.  The  great  men  were  divided  into  two 
parties,  the  one  compofed  of  the  powerful  family 
of  the  Comyns,  and  their  friends;  the  other  of 
the  reft  of  the  nobility  and  their  followers.  Robert 
de  Ros  and  John  de  Baliol,  two  of  the  Comyn 
party,  were  regents,  and  had  the  young  King  and 
Queen  in  their  hands,  which  gave  them  a  great 

137  Ford.  1. 10.  c.i.  Ii8  M.Paris,  p-395-  554. 
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advantage  over  their  rivals  M0.  They  kept  their 
fovereign  and  his  confort  in  a  kind  of  confine- 
ment  in  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh,  without  allowing 
them  to  cohabit ;  of  which,  and  fome  other  dif- 
courtefies,  the  Queen  made  bitter  complaints. 

The  King  of  England,  being  uncle  to  the  King,  King  of 
and  father  to  the  Queen  of  Scots,  could  not  be  an 
unconcerned  fpedlator  of thofe  tranfaclions.  Lif- 
tening  to  the  complaints  of  his  daughter  againft 
the  Comyns,  he  embraced  the  interefts  of  the 
oppofite  party,  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  take 
the  caftle  of  Edinburgh  by  furprife,  and  fet  the 
King  and  Queen  at  liberty  I41.  To  fupport  them, 
Henry  came  with  an  army  to  the  borders  of  Scot- 
land; but  at  the  fame  time,  Auguft  25.  A.D. 
1255.,  he  emitted  a  proclamation,  declaring,  that 
he  did  not  defign  to  attempt  any  thing  againft  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  that  kingdom 14*.  He  was 
vifited  by  the  King  and  Queen  of  Scotland,  who 
Ipent  fome  time  with  him,  firft  at  Werk  caftle, 
and  afterwards  at  Roxburgh.  At  this  laft  place 
a  plan  for  the  government  of  Scotland,  during 
the  King's  minority,  was  fettled,  2oth  Septem- 
ber. By  this  plan  the  Comyns  and  their  friends  AD.i3,j$. 
were  difmified  from  the  council,  and  deprived  of 
all  their  places,  and  the  adminiftration  was  com- 
mitted to  fifteen  of  the  chiefs  of  the  oppofite 
party. l43 

'+°  M.Paris,  p. 609.     Chron.  Dunft.  p. 317. 

141  Chron.  Mailros,  p.  2*0. 

'**  Ryra.  Feed.  torn.  I.  p.$6z.  '**  Id.  ibid.  p. 566,  567. 
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A.D.i«55,      The  tranquillity  of  their  kingdom  being  thus 

' ' — J  reftored,  the  young  King  and  Queen,  attended  by 

vif.ts  the  a  retinue  of  300  horfe,  vifited  the  court  of  Eng- 
court  of  land  in  Auguft  A.  D.  1 256. ;  and  on  September  2, 
Alexander  obtained  a  grant  of  the  earldom  of 
Huntingdon  from  his  father-in-law144.  As  a 
further  mark  of  his  affection,  Henry  iffued 
orders  to  all  his  military  tenants  in  the  five 
northern  counties  to  affifl  the  King  of  Scotland 
with  all  their  forces. 14S 

Broils  re-  The  peace  of  Scotland  was  of  Ihort  duration. 
newed.  Gamelin,  late  chancellor,  and  Bifhop-elect  of 
St.  Andrew's,  a  zealous  friend  of  the  Comyns,  was 
confecrated  by  William  de  Bondington  Bifhop 
of  Glalgow,  who  was  of  the  fame  party,  in  direct 
oppolition  to  an  injunction  of  thofe  in  power. 
For  this  act  of  difobedience,  the  Bifhop  of  St. 
Andrew's  was  outlawed,  and  the  revenues  of  his 
fee  were  feized.  He  flew  to  Rome,  and  com- 
plained to  the  Pope,  who  efpoufed  his  caufe  fo 
warmly,  that  he  excommunicated  all  his  enemies. 
The  Comyns  and  their  party,  taking  advantage 
of  this,  exclaimed  loudly,  that  the  King  and 
government  were  in  the  hands  of  excommuni- 
cated perfons ;  and  that  the  kingdom  was  in 
danger  of  being  laid  under  an  interdict.  Not 
contented  with  clamours,  they  flew  to  arms,  and 
feized  the  King  and  Queen  at  Kinrofs.  They  alfo 
made  an  alliance  with  Lewellyn  Prince  of  Wales, 
who  was  then  (1257.)  at  war  with  England,  and, 

144  ALParis,  p,6*6.  I4$  Rym.  Feed,  tom.x.  p.  605. 
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carryingthe  young  King  with  them, they  marched 
their  army  to  the  borders.  But  Henry  having 
raifed  an  army  in  the  north,  a  negotiation  was 
fet  on  foot,  which  produced  a  kind  of  coalition 
of  parties,  and  a  regency  was  formed,  confining 
of  ten  perfons,  four  of  each  party,  with  the 
queen-dowager,  and  her  fecond  hulband,  John 
de  Brienne. 145 

Though  this  coalition  of  parties  was  probably  Peace  re. 
not  very  fincere,  it  produced  an  external  calm,  ftoredt 
which  gave  the  King  and  Queen  of  Scotland  an 
opportunity   of  vifiting  the  court  of  England, 
where  the  Queen  was  delivered  of  a  daughter, 
named  Margaret,  A.D.  1260. 147 

Alexander  having  now  arrived  at  full  age, took  Nome. 
the  reins  of  government  into  his  own  hands,  and  &ian  inva% 
conducted  the  affairs  both  of  peace  and  war  with 
prudence  and  courage.  It  was  not  long  before 
his  courage  was  put  to  the  trial.  Haco  King  of 
Norway,  having  collected  a  fleet  of  one  hundred 
and  fixty  mips,  embarked  with  a  numerous  army 
and  failed  towards  Scotland,  in  fummer,  A.D. 
1263.,  moil  probably  with  an  intention  to  reco- 
ver fuch  of  the  weftern  ifles  as  had  formerly  be* 
longed  to  his  crown,  but  had  been  wrefted  from 
it  by  the  Scots.  He  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the 
iflands  of  Arran  and  Bute,  and  afterwards  landed 
his  army  on  the  coafl  of  Cunningham.  By  this 

146  Chron.  Mailro*,p.aai.     M.Paris,  p.644.    Rym,  Feed.  torn. I. 
f.  670. 

147  Rym.  Feed,  tora.i.  p>7i|.    Chrcra.  Mailros,  p. 333. 
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A.D.I257.  time  Alexander  had  raifed  an  army,  with  which 
^—-v — '  he  attacked  the  bold  invaders  of  his  country,  at 
Largs,  October  2.  The  battle  was  fierce  and 
bloody;  but  victory  at  lad  declaringfor  the  Scots, 
the  greatefl  part  of  the  invading  army  fell  in  the 
action  or  in  the  purfuit.  To  complete  the  mi£ 
fortunes  of  the  Norwegians,  their  fleet  was  diffi- 
pated,  and  many  of  their  mips  wrecked,  by  a 
ftorm,  the  day  after  the  battle.  Haco  reached 
the  Orkneys,  where  he  landed,  and  foon  after 
died,  as  it  is  faid,  of  a  broken  heart  4S.  This 
defeat  of  the  Norwegians  was  followed  by  the  re- 
du6tion  of  almoft  all  the  weftern  iflands,  and  the 
fubmiffion  of  Magnus  King  of  Man,  to  hold  his 
country  of  Alexander,  and  to  furmfh  him  with 
ten  gallies,  when  demanded. I49 

AJ).ia64.  Alexander,  now  enjoying  perfect  tranquillity 
Alexander  at  home,  fent  a  choice  body  of  his  fubjects,  under 
tTifeniry  t^ie  condufib  of  John  Comyn,  John  Baliol,  and 
Hi.  Robert  Bruce,  to  the  affiftance  of  his  father-in- 

law  Henry  IIL-againft  his  revolted  barons.  Thefe 
troops  behaved  bravely,  and  fuffered  much  at  the 
battle  of  Lewes :  two  of  their  leaders,  John 
Comyn  and  Robert  Bruce,  were  made  prifoners, 
but  ibon  obtained  their  liberty.  IS° 

Weftern  Magnus.King  of  Norway,  difcouraged  by  the 
ifles  yield-  difafter  which  had  befallen  his  father,  yielded  all 
his  rights  to  the  weftern  iflands  and  the  Ifle  of 

'•'•s  Torfaei.   Hift.  Norveg,   4-47.       Ford,    1. 10.   «.  17.      Chron. 
Mailros,  p. 324.  '4)  Ford.  l.io.  c.i8. 

150  M.Paris,  p. 669,     Hemming,  p. 581.     Knyght.  001.2447. 
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Man  (A.D.  1266.)  to  the  crown  of  Scotland, 
for  the  furn  of  40^00  marks,  to  be  paid  in  four 
years,  and  a  quit-rent  of  100  marks  yearly15'. 
The  Norwegians  ftill  retained  the  Orkney  and 
Shetland  iflands. 

vScotland  enjoyed  fo  perfect  a  peace  during  the  Great  tran- 
reft  of  the  reign  of  Alexander  III.  which  falls  qui 
within  this  period,  that  it  happily  affords  few 
materials  for  hillory.     It  was  no  fmall  addition 
to  the  felicity  of   this  good  prince,   that   his 
queen  was  delivered  of  one  foil,  who  was  named 
Alexander^  A.D.  1263.,  and  of  another,  who  was 
named  David,  A.D.  1270. tsi 


SECTION  II. 

The  civil  and  military  hijlory  of  Britain,  from  the  death 
of  Henry  III.,  A.D.  1272.,  to  the  death  of  Edward  I., 
A.D.  1307. 

HPHOUGH  Edward  I.,  eldefl  fon  of  the  late  Acceffion 

f  Edward 


King,  was  at  a  diftance  from  England  when  J 
his  father  died,  the  greatnefs  of  his  character  fe- 
cured  his  peaceable  fucceffion,  and  perfbns  of  all 
ranks  fwore  fealty  to  him  with  much  alacrity1. 
In  an  afTembly  of  the  nobility  held  on  the  day 
after  the  royal  funeral,  the  Archbifliop  of  York, 

'>'  Torfaei  Hift.  Norveg.  vol.4,  p.  343. 
I5'   Chron.  Mailros,  p.  2  25.     Boece,  1.13. 

1  Rymeri  Fcedera,  t.i.p.888.    Walfingham,  p.  54.     WeftmoniK 
P«35*- 
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A.D.ia73.  the  Earls  of  Cornwall   and   Gloucefter,   were 
L    '      '  chofen  regents  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  this  choice 
was  confirmed  in  a  more  full  aflembly  or  par- 
liament, in  January  A.D.  1273. 

A.D.i»74.      Edward  was  in  Sicily,  on  his  return  from  the 
Hiscoro-    Holy  Land,  when  he  received  the  news  of  his 

nation.  * 

father's  death,  and  of  his  own  peaceable  accef- 
iion.  Being  informed  at  the  fame  time,  of  the 
perfect  tranquillity  of  his  dominions,  he  made 
no  great  hafle  to  take  pofTeffion  of  the  crown. 
After  fpending  fome  time  at  Rome,  and  other 
parts  of  Italy,  he  vifited  the  court  of  France, 
and  performed  his  homage  for  the  territories 
which  he  held  of  that  crown.  Having  fup- 
prefied  an  infurrection  in  Gafcony,  and  fettled 
fome  commercial  difputes  with  the  Earl  of 
Flanders,  he  embarked  for  England,  landed  at 
Dover,  Auguft  2.,  A.D.  1274.,  and  was  crowned 
at  Weftminfter,  on  the  ipth  of  the  fame  month, 
together  with  his  Queen  Eleanora,  the  amiable 
and  affectionate  companion  of  his  travels.  * 
Firft  adb  As  England  at  this  time  enjoyed  a  profound 
of  E|J-  peace,  Edward  very  wifely  feized  that  favourable 
vemment.  opportunity  of  enquiring  into  the  ftate  of  the 
lands  and  revenues  of  the  crown  ;  and  into  the 
conduci  of  the  flieriffs  and  other  officers,  who  had 
both  defrauded  the  King  and  opprefled  the  peo- 
ple in  the  late  reign 3.  He  was  at  no  lefs  pains 
to  reftore  the  internal  police  of  the  kingdom,  and 

1  T.Walfmgham,  p-45,  46.    T.Wykes,  p.ioi. 
3  Chron.  Dunft.  p.  416. 
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the  vigorous  execution  of  the  laws,  which  the  A.D.I275. 
late  troubles  and  the  feeble  adminiftration  of      '      ' 
Henry  had  rendered  contemptible.     By  the  ad- 
vice of  his  parliament,  which  met  at  Weflminfter 
in  May  A.D.  r  275.,  many  good  laws  were  enact- 
ed, which  have  been  ever  fince  diflingtu'flied  by 
the  name  of  the  Statutes  of  Weftminjler''.     But 
it  was  not  long  before  Edward  was  interrupted 
in  thefe  falutary  works  of  peace,  and  involved  in 
fcenes  of  war. 

The  only  vafTal  of  the  crown  of  England  who  Difpute 
had  made  any  fcruple  of  paying  homage  and  prince  Of 
fwearing  fealty  to  Edward  at  his  acceffion,  was  Wales. 
Lewellyn  Prince  of  Wales.  This  Prince  had  been 
feveral  times  fummoned  to  come  to  court,  and 
perform  his  homage  ;  but,  without  directly  refuf- 
ing,  he  Hill  delayed  to  do  this,  under  various 
pretences.  While  Edward  was  employed  in  re- 
gulating the  internal  ilate  of  his  kingdom,  he 
winked  at  thefe  delays;  but  that  affair  being  now 
fettled,  he  determined  to  bring  this  powerful  and 
refractory  vaflTal  to  obedience.  The  animofity  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales  againfl  Edward  was  much 
increafed  by  an  incident  which  happened  about 
this  time.  Lewellyn,  who  had  been  a  faithful  ally 
and  zealous  friend  to  the  great  Earl  of  Leicefter, 
in  the  days  of  his  profperity,  flill  continued  to 
cultivate  the  friendmip  of  that  family,  after  their 
banimment  out  of  England,  and  had  even  entered 
into  a  contract  of  marriage  with  Eleanor  de 

4  Coke's  ad  Inftitute,  p.  156. 

F  2  Mont- 
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A.D.ii76.  Monifort,  a  daughter  of  that  Earl;  but  the  young 
~"v**"-'  lady  being  intercepted  on  herpaffage  from  France 
to  Wales,  was  detained  a  prifoner  in  the  court 
of  England  s.  When  the  Prince  was  again  fum- 
moned  to  come  and  perform  his  homage,  he  made 
bitter  complaints  of  the  injury  which  had  been 
done  him,  and  refufed  to  comply,  unlefs  his  bride 
was  immediately  fet  at  liberty,  and  the  King's  fon, 
with  feveral  noblemen,  were  put  into  his  hands  as 
hoftages  for  the  fafety  of'his  perfon.  This  lafl  de- 
mand was  thought  infolent  and  unreaibnable, 
both  by  Edward  and  the  Englifh  parliament, 
which  met  after  Eafler,  A.  D.  1276.,  at  Weflmin- 
lier,  to  confider  of  this  affair.  The  parliament 
further  declared,  that  Lc welly n  had  forfeited 
his  dominions,  by  refuting  to  do  homage  to  his 
fuperior  lord ;  exhorted  Edward  to  reduce  him 
by  force  of  arms  ;  and  for  that  purpofe  granted 
him  a  fifteenth  of  the  moveables  both  of  the 
clergy  and  laity.  ° 

A.D,i477.       In  confequence  of  this  advice  and  fupply,  Ed- 

invafion  of  ward  prepared  in  good  earnefl  for  the  conquefl 

of  Wales.     Every  thing  being  prepared  for  this 

expedition,  in  the  fpring  A.D.  1277.,  Edward 

advanced  towards  Wales  at  the  head  of  a  great 

army ;    and   with   equal  caution   and   courage 

penetrated  into  the  heart  of  that  country. 

Peace  with      Lewellyn,  as  ufual,  retired  with  his  army  into 

Wales.       fae  mountains  of  Snowden  ;  but  here  he  was  foon 

aflaulted  by  famine,  which  obliged  him  to  fue  to 

,  '  Walfingham,  p.  46,  47.     T.Wykei,  p.  104. 

"  Aun.  Waverliea.  p.  331. 
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Edward  for  peace,  which  was  granted,  but  on  very  A.D.  1277. 
hard  terms.   He  agreed  to  pay  50,000  pounds  for  '— — v- — ' 
damages,  and  the  expences  of  the  war ;  to  do  ho- 
mage to  the  crown  of  England,  and  even  permit 
all  the  barons  of  Wales  to  do  the  fame,  except  four  j 
to  give  up  all  the  country  between  Chefhire  and  the 
riverConway ;  andtofettlefuitable  revenuesonhis 
two  brothers  Roderic  and  David  7,  who  had  taken 
Ihelter  in  the  court  of  England,  and  implored  the 
protection  of  Edward  againft  their  own  brother. 8 

Though  Lewellyn  had  been  reduced  to  the  ne-  Lenity  of 
ceffity  of  Submitting  to  thefe  fevere  condjtions,  Edward- 
which  hardly  left  him  a  iliadow  of  fovereignty; 
Edward  was  not  very  rigorous  in  exacting  the  full 
performance  of  them.  He  remitted  the  payment 
of  the  50,000  pounds1;  delivered  to  Lewellyn  his 
betrothed  wife  ;  affilled  at  their  marriage  ;  and, 
conducting  the  Prince  to  Weft  minder,  he  there 
performed  homage  to  Edward,  according  to  the 
late  treaty  on  Chriftmas  day,  A.D.  1277.,  in  pre- 
fence  of  the  bifhops  and  barons  of  England. 10 

The  annals  of  England,  in  the  two  next  years,  AJ).i»78. 
are  full  of  thefevere  punifliments  which  were  then 
inflicted  upon  the  Jews  for  clipping  the  coin,  and 
other  iniquitous  practices  ".  An  order  was  iflued 
to  feize  the  whole  of  that  people  in  one  day,  the 
1 2th  November,  A.D.  1278.  "  ;  and,  after  a  very 
fhort  trial,  two  hundred  and  eighty  of  them  were 


7  T.Wykesi  p.  xoy,  106.  Rymer,  vol.*.  p.88. 
*  Trivit.  Ann.  1277.  9  Rymer,  vol. a.  p>9?* 

10  T.Wykes,p.io6.  "  Walfmg.  p.48. 
"  T.Wykes,  p.  107. 
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barons. 


A.D.I278.  hanged  in  London  only,  and  all  their  lands, 
houfes,  money,  and  goods,  to  an  immenfe  value, 
were  confifcated.  I3 

Edward  at  the  fametime  employed  another  me- 
tnod  to  ^  ^ls  coffers,  and  increafe  the  revenues 
of  the  crown  ;  by  appointing  commiffioners  to 
examine  the  titles  by  which  the  barons  and  others 
held  their  lands.  Thefe  commiffioners,  by  a  vi- 
gorous exertion  of  their  authority,  gave  great 
trouble  and  vexation  to  many,  brought  a  great 
deal  of  money  into  the  exchequer,  by  fines  and 
Competitions  for  defective  titles,  and  added  many 
eftates  to  the  royal  demefnes.  But  a  flop  was  put 
to  their  career  by  the  boldnefs  of  the  Earl  of 
Warren  ;  who  appearing  before  thefe  commif- 
fioners, and  being  defired  to  produce  the  inftru- 
ments  by  which  he  held  his  eftate,  drew  an  old 
rufty  fword  out  of  its  fcabbard  :  "  This,"  fays  he, 
"  is  the  inftrumenl  by  which  my  anceftors  gain- 
*'  ed  their  eftate,  and  by  which  I  will  keep  it  as 
"  long  as  I  live."  This  anfwer  being  reported 
to  Edward,  he  became  fenfible  of  the  impro- 
priety of  pufhing  this  inquifition  any  further,  and 
\v  ifely  revoked  the  commiffion.  I4 

But  it  was  not  long  before  Edward  was  called 
again  into  the  fields  of  war,  in  which  indeed  he 
too  much  delighted.  Lewellyn  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  hisfubjecls  were  very  unealy  in  that  ftate  of 
fubjection  to  which  they  were  reduced  ;  and  this 
uneaiinefs  was  much  increafed  by  the  intblenceof 
the  victorious  Englifli  fettled  in  the  conquered 


War  with 
Wales. 


13  M.  Weft.  p.  367. 


14  Ann.  Waverlien.  p.  235 
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country  between Chefhire  and  the  river  Conway;  A.D.i*8i. 

and  by  the  haughtinefs  of  the  lords  marchers,  who  ' • — ' 

.  flighted  all  the  complaints  of  the  Welfti IS.  David, 
brother  of  Lewellyn,  diffatisfied  with  Edward,  in- 
flamed the  refentment  of  his  brother,  and  ex- 
horted him  to  make  another  brave  effort  to  (hake 
offtheEnglifh  yoke,and  recover  the  ancient  free- 
dom and  independence  of  his  country.  Accord- 
ingly in  the  fpring,  A.D.  1281.,  the  Welfh  flew 
to  arms,  and  made  inroads  upon  the  Englifh  ter- 
ritories. Their  firft  attempts  were  crowned  with 
fuccefs :  they  took  the  Lord  Clifford  prifoner, 
and  gained  fotne  other  flight  advantages  over  the 
troops  which  were  fent  to  oppofe  them. l6 

Edward  was  not  ill  pleafed  with  this  frefh  infur-  A.D.ia8«. 
re6lion  of  the  Welfh,  as  it  furnifhed  him  with  a  Conqueft 
plaufible  pretence  for  making  a  total  conqueft  of  ° 
their  country.    In  order  t<3  this,  he  fummoned  his 
barons  and  military  tenants  to  meet  him  at  Wor- 
cefler  about  Midfummer;  and  having  collected  a 
great  army  from  all  parts  of  his  dominions,  he  ad- 
vanced towards  Wales'7.  Lewellyn,  unable  to  face 
fo  great  a  force  in  the  open  field,  retired  into  the 
faflnefies  of  Snowden, whither  hewas  followed  by 
Edward,  who  feizing  all  the  pafTes,  refolved  once 
more  to  reduce  the  Welfh  by  famine.      As   he 
imagined  this  would  be  a  work  of  fome  time,  he 
gave  the  command  of  the  army  to  Roger  Morti- 


>s  Powel's  Hiftory,  p.  344,  &c. 

"  Walfing.  p. 49.     Annal.  Waverlien.  p.  434. 

"  M.Weft.  p.4ii.     T.Wykes,  p.iio. 
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A.D.i28a.  mer,  and,  retiring  to  the  caftle  of  Rudhlan,  quietly 

'  Y  '  waited  the  event.  But  the  affair  was  brought  to  a 
fpeedier  iffue  than  he  expected :  for  the  Welfti 
having  defeated  a  fmall  party  of  the  Englifh  who 
had  raflily  ventured  over  from  the  ifle  of  Angle- 
fey  on  a  bridge  of  boats,  were  fo  much  elated  with 
this  trifling  fuccefs,  that  they  left  their  faftneffes, 
and  attacked  the  Englifli  in  the  open  plain.  They 
paid  very  dear  for  their  preemption;  for  they 
received  a  total  defeat,  on  the  nth  December 
A.D.  1282.,  Lewellyn  himfelf,  and  two  thoufand 
of  his  men,  being  left  dead  on  the  field  of  battle18. 
Prince  David  made  his  efcape,  and  fkulked  about 
the  country  for  fome  time  in  variousdifguifes;  but 
being  betrayed  and  taken  prifoner,  he  was  con- 
dueled  to  Shrewsbury,  tried  by  his  peers,  (proba- 
bly as  Earl  of  Derby)  condemned  and  executed 

A.D.i*8j.  as  a  traitor'  .  His  head*  (with  that  of  his  brother) 
was  expofed  to  public  view  on  the  walls  of  the 
Tower  of  London,  and  his  quarters  fent  to  York, 
Briftol,  Northampton,  and  Winchefter.  In  this 
cruel  manner  did  Edward  ihed  the  blood  of  the 
lad  of  the  ancient  fovereigns  of  Wales,  derived 
from  fo  long  a  line  of  princes.  *° 
Effe&s  of  After  this  decifive  victory, and  thedeath  of  their 

fiat  con-    princcSjthe  Welfli  made  no  further  refinance ;  but 
tamely,  though  not  without  much  inward  forrow 


18  Powe'I's  Hift.  Wales.  »  T.Wykes,  p.m. 

30  Knyghton,  001.2465.  T.  Walfing.  p.  50,  51,  ja  Chron. 
Trivet  an.  1281,  8»>  83.  Annal.  Waverlien.  p.  235,  &c.  Heming- 
ford,  t.i.  p.  7.  13. 
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and  relu6lance,  fubmitted  to  the  Englifh  yoke;  A.D.n8j. 
and  an  end  was  put  to  that  long  and  bloody  '      v     ^ 
quarrel  between  the  Englifh  and  ancient  Britons, 
which  had  fubh'fted  more  than  eight  centuries. 
This,  however  (hocking  it  was  to  the  brave  and 
independent  fpirits   of  the  Welfii,   was  a  very 
happy  event,  as  it  put  a  (lop  to  thofe  torrents  of 
blood,  and  fcenes  of  defolation,  occafioned  by  the 
mutual  enmity  of  the  two  nations;  and  as  it  made 
way  forthe  introduction  of  theEnglifh  laws,  learn- 
ing, and  arts,  into  Wales.     Some  years  after  the 
conqueil  of  Wales,  Edward  beftowed  the  title  of 
Prince  of  Wales  on  his  elded  fon  Edward,  which 
hath  ever  (ince  been  the  title  of  the  eldeil  fons 
of  the  kings  of  England. 

The  final  reduction  of  Wales  produced  a  pro-  Peace. 
found  peace,  which  continued  feveral  years  with- 
out the  lealt  interruption,  and  gave  Edward 
leifure  to  make  further  improvements  in  the  laws 
and  government  of  England,  which  will  be  taken 
notice  of  in  their  proper  place.21 

Since  the  accefiion  of  Edward  to  the  throne  of  Edward 
England,  he  had  been  feveral  times  called  upon 


to  attend  the  kings  of  France  as  one  of  their  in  France. 
vaflals,  by  virtue  of  his  territories  on  the  conti- 
nent ;  but  being  engaged  at  home,  he  had  fent 
excufes  ;  which  were  admitted.  Being  now  at 
leifure,  and  receiving  a  fummons  from  Philip  the 
Fair,  who  had  lately  mounted  the  throne  of 
France,  to  come  and  perform  his  homage,  and 

"  Chap.  3. 
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A.D.i«8fi.  being  alfo  chofen  mediator  between  the  competi- 
l—"v — '  tors  for  the  crown  of  Sicily,  he  refolved  to  vifit  the 
continent.  Having  appointed  the  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke regent  of  the  kingdom,  he  fet  fail  for  France 
on  the  24th  June  A.D.  1286."  attended  byfeveral 
Englifh  bifhops  and  barons.  The  tranfaclions  of 
Edward,  during  his  long  relidence  abroad,  belong 
jnore  properly  to  the  hiftory  of  his  foreign  domi- 
nions than  to  that  of  England.  It  is  enough  to 
fay,  that  he  was  chiefly  employed  in  profecuting 
fome  claims  which  he  had  to  certain  territories  in 
France,  as  heir  to  his  mother  Eleanor  of  Provence, 
and  in  putting  an  end,  by  his  mediation,  to  the 
long  and  bloody  difpute  between  the  houfes  of 
Anjou  and  Aragon  about  the  crown  of  Sicily; 
and  that  in  both  thefe  affairs  he  acted  with  great 
\vifdom,  honour,  and  fuccefs.  He  was  by  thefe 
things,  however,  detained  rather  more  than  three 
years  in  France,  and  did  not  arrive  in  England 
till  the  1 2th  of  Auguft  A.D.  I289-23 
AJ).i289.  Edward's  long  abfence  from  England  had  been 
Confe-  attended  with  many  inconveniencies.  It  had  en- 
ofthe  cou raged  the  Welfh,  not  yet  well  reconciled  to 
King's  ab-  tne  Englifti  government,  to  raife  an  infurrection, 
which  was  fupprefled  with  fome  difficulty.  The 
kingdom  was  a  fcene  of  much  violence  and  confu- 
fion ;  particularly  one  Thomas  Chamberlain,  agen- 
tleman  of  defperate  fortunes  (in  conjunction  with 
feveral  other  defperadoes),  wasguilty  of  a  moft  out- 


*»  M.Weft.  p.4i4.  *3  T.Wykes,  p.ii8.     Hemingford, 

t.j.  p.  14.    Annal.  Waverlien,  p. 439. 
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rageous  act  of  villainy,  by  fetting  fire  to  the  town 
of  Boflon  in  Lincolnfhire,  in  the  time  of  a  great 
fair,and  plundering  the  merchants  and  townfmen 
of  money  and  goods  to  an  immenfe  value,  in  the 
confufion  occafioned  by  the  fire.  Chamberlain 
was  taken  and  hanged;  but  could  not  be  prevailed 
upon  to  difcover  any  of  his  accomplices  *4.  The 
very  fountains  of  juftice  were  polluted,  and  loud 
complaints  were  made  of  the  corruption  and  vena- 
lity of  the  judges.  The  King,  foon  after  his  re- 
turn, called  a  parliament  to  examine  thefe  com- 
plaints; which  were  found  to  be  true.  SirThomas 
Weyland,  the  chief  judiciary ,  being  found  guilty, 
was  banifhed  the  kingdom ;  the  other  judges  of 
both  benches,  of  the  Jews,  of  the  forefts,  the  juf- 
tices  itinerant,  feveral  (heriffs  and  bailiffs,  and 
others  concerned  in  the  adminiflration  of  juftice 
being  alfo  found  guilty,  were  fined,  according  to 
the  degrees  of  their  dements,  or  their  wealth ; 
which  fines  are  faid  to  have  brought  no  lefs  than 
one  hundred  thoufand  marks  into  the  royal  trea- 
fury  *s.  The  Jews,  too,  feem  to  have  taken  occa- 
fion,  from  the  King's  abfence,  and  the  venality  of 
the  judges,  to  puth  their  exactions  to  a  greater 
length  than  ever  ;  for  the  cry  ago  in  ft  them  was 
now  become  Co  vehement  and  univerfal,  that  the 
parliament  afifembled  at  Weftminlter  on  the  I4th 
of  January  A.D.  1290.,  came  to  a  refolution  to 
banifh  the  whole  race  of  thefe  greedy  and  tifurious 
Ifraelites  out  of  the  kingdom.  In  confequence  of 

34  Heming.  vol.  I.  p.  16,  17.  2S  T.Wykes,  p.  jar. 
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this  refolution,  all  their  real  eftates  were  confif- 
cated,  and  no  fewer  than  fifteen  thoufand  Jews 
were  at  this  time  expelled  from  England.26 

The  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland  had 
continued  many  years  in  the  moll  perfect  peace 
and  harmony.  The  two  royal  families,  flrictly 
united  by  the  ties  of  blood,  had  maintained  a  con- 
flant  intercourfeof  friendly  vifitsand  mutual  good 
offices; — the  coin  of  each  kingdom  had  been  cur- 
rent in  the  other,  and  the  merchants  had  enjoyed 
the  greateft  freedom  of  trade  in  both.  But  this 
happy  period  of  peace  and  harmony  was  now  near 
an  end,  and  was  fucceeded  by  the  molt  fierce  and 
lading  animofities,  and  a  long  feries  of  cruel  and 
deftructive  wars,  which  brought  many  calamities 
on  both  kingdoms.  In  order  to  difcover  the  fatal 
fource  of  thefe  national  animoh'ties  and  wars,  it 
will  be  necefTary  to  take  a  view  of  fome  events 
which  had  lately  happened  in  Scotland. 

Alexander  III.,  King  of  Scots,  who  was  killed 
on  the  i9"th  of  March  1286  ,  by  a  fall  from  his 
horfe,  near  Kinghorn,  left  no  children,  and  but 
one  grandchild,  a  female,  an  infant,  and  in  a  fo- 
reign country.  This  was  Margaret,  the  only  child 
of  Alexander's  daughter  of  the  fame  name,  late 
Queen  of  Norway,  the  undoubted  heirefs  of  the 
crown  of  Scotland,  and  recognized  as  fuch  by  the 
ftates  of  that  kingdom,  which  met  about  three 
weeks  after  the  King's  death.  The  fame  conven- 
tion of  eftates  made  choice  of  fix  noblemen  to  be 
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regents  of  the  kingdom  during  the  abfence  of 
their  young  Queen,  then  only  about  three  years 
of  age 27.  For  fome  time  thefe  regents  a<5ted  with 
vvifdom  and  unanimity,  and  their  government 
gave  univerfal  content ;  but  the  Earl  of  Buchan, 
one  of  the  regents,  dying,  and  the  Earl  of  Fife, 
another  of  them,  being  murdered,  difputes  arofe 
among  the  remaining  four;  and  every  thing  tend- 
ed to  confufion.  Eric  King  of  Norway  hearing  of 
thefe  diftra6lions,  began  to  be  apprehenfive  for 
the  interefts  of  his  daughter,  the  Queen  of  Scot- 
land; and  in  order  to  fecure  to  her  the  poiTem'onof 
that  crown,  he  applied  by  ambafl'adors  to  Edward 
King  of  England,  her  grand  uncle,  for  his  affift- 
ance  and  protection  2S.  This  application  was  very 
agreeable  to  Edward  ;  who  had  already  formed  a 
fcheme  for  uniting  the  two  Britim  kingdoms  by 
the  marriage  of  his  eldeft  fon  Edward  with  the 
young  Queen  of  Scots  ;  and  had  even  privately 
procured  a  difpenfation  from  the  Pope  for  that 
purpofe.  Conferences  were  held  at  Salifbury  be- 
tween the  ambaflfadors  of  the  King  of  Norway, 
fome  of  Edward's  minifters,  and  plenipoten- 
tiaries from  the  regency  of  Scotland  ;  in  which 
all  the  preliminaries  for  the  young  Queen's 
voyage  into  her  dominions  were  fettled.29 

Edward,  thinking  all  things  now  ripe  for  open-  Marriage 
ing  his  grand  fcheme,  fent  a  very  honourable  em-  b«ween 
bafly  to  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  met  at  Brig-  JanTand 
ham,  near  Kelfo,  on  the  i8th  of  July  1290.,  to  the  infant 

*>  Buchan.  Hift.  Scot.  1.8.  p.  132.    Rymeri  Feed.  t.2.  p. 266.  472.  i 

324.  327.  339.  28  Rymeri  Feed.  t.2.  p-4l6. 

39  H.Boeth.  p.  191.     Rymeri  Fcedera,  vol.  a.  p.  431,  &c. 
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A.D.I490.  make  a  formal  demand  of  their  young  Queen  in 
1 — «    r1  marriage  with  his  fon,   and  with  full  powers  to 

Queen  of      ,,      ,        ",    ,  ., .  .  _  ,  .  ,„, 

Scotland  fettle  all  the  conditions  or  the  marriage.  1  he  par- 
negotiated.  Ijament  of  Scotland  readily  agreed  to  the  mar- 
riage, as  advantageous  to  both  kingdoms ;  but,  in 
fettling  the  conditions,  they  took  every  poffible 
precaution  to  preferve  the  independency  of  their 
country,  and  to  guard  againfl  every  danger  that 
might  arife  from  fo  Uriel;  an  alliance  with  fuch  a 
powerful  and  ambitious  neighbour.  It  was  agreed, 
that  the  Scots  fhotild  enjoy  all  their  ancient  laws, 
liberties,  and  cuftoms:  —  That  in  cafe  Edward 
and  Margaret  fhould  die  without  illueof  the  body 
of  Margaret,  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  fhould  re- 
vert, free,  abfolute,  and  independent,  to  the  next 
heir:  —  That  in  cafe  Edward  mould  die  before 
Margaret  without  iffue  by  her,  the  body  of  Mar- 
garet fhould  be  remitted  to  Scotland  free  and  in- 
dependent:—  That  the  military  tenants  of  the 
crown,  and  other  fubjecls,  mould  not  be  obliged 
to  go  out  of  Scotland,  to  do  homage,  to  fwear  feal- 
ty, to  ele6l  or  to  be  elected  to  any  office,  or  to  do 
any  fervice  that  had  been  ufually  performed  in 
Scotland: — That  the  kingdom  of  Scotlandfhould 
have  its  chancellor,  officers  of  ftate,  courts  of 
juftice,  &c.  as  before :  —  That  a  new  great  feal 
fhould  be  made,  and  kept  by  the  chancellor, 
with  the  ordinary  arms  of  Scotland,  and  the 
name  of  none  butthe  Queen  of  Scotlandengraved 
upon  it :  —  That  all  papers  and  records  be- 
longing to  the  crown  and  kingdom  of  Scotland, 
fhould  be  lodged  in  a  fecure  place  within  that 
kingdom,  under  the  feals  of  the  nobility :  —  That 

all 
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all  parliaments  called  to  treat  of  the  affairs  of  Scot- 
land,  ihould  be  held  within  that  kingdom: — That 
no  duties,  taxes,  or  levies  of  men,  fhould  be  raifed 
in  Scotland,  but  fuch  as  had  been  ufual: — That 
the  King  of  England  fhould  pay  the  Pope  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  for  the  ufe  of  the  holy 
wars: — and,  That  himfelf  and  his  dominions 
fhould  be  excommunicated,  and  laid  under  an  in- 
terdict, if  he  did  not  religioufly  obferve  all  thefe 
articles  °.    Thefe  articles  were  agreed  to  and  con- 
firmed by  Edward :  and  as  this  is  the  firft  plan 
which  was  formed  for  the  union  of  the  Britifli 
crowns,  it  is  a  great  curiofity.     The  Scots  in 
thefe  times  are  reprefented  by  fome  of  our  hifto- 
rians  as  an  ignorant  and  barbarous  people  ;  but 
it  is  hard  to  fay  what  better  precautions  could 
have  been  taken  by  the  wifeft  nation,  in  the  moft 
enlightened  age,  for  fecuring  the  freedom  and 
independency  of  their  country. 

All  thefe  preliminaries  being  fettled  to  the  mu-  Death  of 
tual  fatisfaftion  of  both  nations,  Sir  Michael  Scot  ^jf^ 
and  Sir  David  Weems  were  fent  as  commiffioners  Scotland. 
from  Scotland  to  Norway,  to  receive  the  young 
Queen,  and  conduct  her  into  her  own  domi- 
nions31.  But  when  all  Britain  was  big  with  expec- 
tation of  the  arrival  of  this  princefs,  who  was  to  be 
thebond  of  laftingpeaceand  union, arumourof  her 
death  was  firft  heard,  and  afterwards  more  certain 
intelligence  was  received,  that  fhe  had  died  in 
Orkney,  where,  being  fick,  fhe  had  landed. 3a 

*•  Rymer,  vol. a.  p.48a,  483,  484. 
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A.D.  1290.       It  will  be  difficult  to  find  in  hiflory  the  death  of 
* — v — )  any  one  perf'on  attended  with  more  fatal  confe- 

Fatal  con-  ,  /••!••/••  T      T  n* 

fequences  quciices  than  that  or  this  infant  queen.  It  dilii- 
Of  her  pated  in  a  moment  all  the  pleafing  hopes  of  peace 
and  union,  and  entailed  long  and  bloody  wars 
upon  both  the  Britim  kingdoms,  which  brought 
the  weakeft  of  them  to  the  very  brink  of  ruin. 
AJD.I29I.  Edward,  in  the  courfe  of  the  late  negotiations, 
Death  of  na(j  gainet]  a  very  powerful  party  in  Scotland,  and, 
Eleanor,  amongft  others,  Frafer,  Bifhop  of  St.  Andrew's, 
one  of  the  regents,  from  whom  he  received  the 
earlieft  intelligence  of  the  young  queen's  death, 
with  an  advice  to  raife  an  army  and  approach  the 
borders.  He  readily  complied  with  this  advice, 
which  was  fo  agreeable  to  his  own  fecret  views. 
But  as  he  was  conducting  his  army  towards  Scot- 
land, he  met  with  a  very  grievous  affliction  by  the 
death  of  his  beloved  Queen  Eleanor,  the  faithful 
partner  of  all  his  cares  and  joys,  and  companion 
of  all  his  travels.  Ambition  on  this  occafion 
yielded  to  tendernefs  and  grief:  he  fufpended 
his  expedition,  to  accompany  the  remains  of  his 
queen,  from  Grantham  in  Lincolnfhire,  where 
fhe  died,  to  Weftminfter,  where  (lie  was  interred 
with  great  funeral  pomp. 33 

Edward  1°  tne  rnean  time  Scotland  was  a  fcene  of  great 
chofen  confufion.  The  two  chief  competitors  for  the 
JtLSdifpute  crown5  John  Baliol  and  Robert  Bruce,  were  ea- 
about  the  gerly  employed  in  ftrengthening  their  parties  and 
Scotland  preparing  their  forces  to  aflert  their  claims.  It 

n  M.Wdhnonft.p.38i.     T.Walfmg.  p.j4,  55. 
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foon  became  vifible  to  all  the  world,  that  this  dif- 
pute  could  not  be  terminated  within  the  kingdom 
without  a  fierce  and  definitive  civil  war.  To 
avoid  this  the  regents,  the  dates,  and  even  the 
competitors, agreed  to  refer  this  great  controverfy 
to  Edward  King  of  England ;  who  had  always 
prcferPed  the  greatefl  refpeet  and  afreclion  for  the 
Scotch  nation;  who  had  lately  acquitted  himfelf 
with  ib  much  honour  as  an  umpire  between  the 
competitors  for  the  crown  of  Sicily;  and  who  had 
power  fufficient  to  put  his  fentence  in  execution. 
TheBifliopof  St.  Andrew's  was  fent  into  England, 
to  inform  Edward  of  this  reference,  and  intreat 
him  to  take  upon  him  the  office  of  an  umpire 
between  the  competitors  for  the  crown  of 
Scotland. 34 

This  office  Edward  accepted  with  the  greateli  Edward's 
pleafure,  and  managed  with  the  moil  admirable  art^  c°n" 
policy;  never  difclofing  his  defign  till  he  was  al- 
moft  fecure  of  their  fuccefs,  and  through  the 
whole  proceedings  obferving   all    the  external 
mews  and  forms  of  juftice,  however  much  the 
effentials  of  it  were  violated. 

In  confequence  of  his  office  of  arbitrator,  he  Aflembly 
fummoned  the  dates  of  Scotland,  and  the  com-  at  Nor- 
petitors  for  the  crown,  to  meet  him  at  Norham. 
a  finall  town  on  the  fouth  banks  of  tjie  Tweed,  a 
few  miles  from  Berwick;  and  that  they  might  not 
hefitate  at  pairing  that  river,  he  made  a  declara- 


34  Buchanan,  1.8.  p.  134.     Fordun,  I.n.  0.42.     W.Heming.  t.i. 
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Edward 


of  Scot- 


A.D  1191.  tion,  that  it  fhould  not  be  drawn  into  precedent35. 
Edward  came  to  the  place  of  meeting,  attended 
by  a  fplendid  court  and  powerful  army. 

When  all  were  afiembled,  on  the  loth  of  May 
A'D-  129'-»  Roger  Brabazon,  chief  judiciary  of 
England,  made  a  fpeech  to  the  ftates  of  Scotland  ; 
in  which,  after  a  very  fmooth  exordium,  he  told 
them,  that  King  Edward  was  come  to  determine 
the  great  caufe  concerning  the  crown  of  Scotland, 
in  virtue  of  his  right  of  fuperiority  and  direct  do- 
minion over  that  kingdom,  and  required  that  this 
right  mould  be  immediately  recognifed,  and  fo- 
lemnly  acknowledged,  by  the  ftates,  as  the  firft 
ftep  to  be  taken.  The  ftates,  greatly  aftoniihed 
at  this  unexpected  demand,  afked  fome  time  to 
confider  of  it,  and  were  allowed  till  the  next 
day. 

Edward  had  been  at  great  pains  in  collecting 
arguments  in  fupport  of  his  pretenfions  to  the 
fuperiority  over  Scotland,  which  he  hoped  would 
foon  draw  after  it  the  pofleffion  of  that  kingdom. 
A  paper,  containing  thefe  arguments,  was  read  to 
the  aflembly  at  Norham.  But  after  all  the  pains 
which  he  had  taken,  that  paper  hath  appeared  to 
many  a  very  weak  performance,  more  like  the 
work  of  a  chicaning  attorney  than  of  a  great 
king.  It  confifts  chiefly  of  fcraps  out  of  abbey 
chronicles,  and  other  Englifh  hiftories,  many  of 
them  very  unfairly  quoted,  enumerating  all  the 
defeats  which  the  Scots  had  received  from  the 


Grounds 
of  that 


15  Rymer,  vol.  a.  p.ja8.     Fordun,  l.n.  c.io. 


Englifh, 


Chap.  i.  Sea.  2.    CIVIL  AND  MILITARY.  83 

Englifli,  and  all  the  difadvantageous  treaties  A.D.i29i. 
which  they  had  made  with  them ;  together  with  a 
minute  recapitulation  of  all  the  homages  which 
had  been  paid  by  the  kings  of  Scotland  to  the 
kings  of  England ;  though  all  the  world  knew, 
that  thefe  homages  had  been  paid  for  the  lands 
which  the  Scotch  kings  poflefTed  or  claimed  in 
England,  and  not  for  the  kingdom  of  Scotland. 
Edward  was  not  even  afliamed  to  mention  the  le- 
gendary (lories  of  Brute  and  his  fons,  and  of  King 
Athelftan's  cutting  a  yard  deep  with  his  fword 
into  a  rock  near  Dunbar,  by  the  affiftance  of  his 
good  friend  St.  John  of  Beverley,  as  proofs  of  the 
fuperiority  of  the  Kings  of  England  over  Scot- 
land36. He  infifted  at  great  length  on  the  homage 
performed  by  William  the  Lion,  King  of  Scots 
(when  he  was  a  prifoner),  to  Henry II.  for  the 
whole  kingdom  of  Scotland,  as  one  condition  of 
his  being  fet  at  liberty;  but,  with  the  greatefl  dii- 
ingenuity,  he  took  no  notice  of  the  renunciation 
of  that  homage  and  fuperiority  granted  by  Ri- 
chard I.  to  the  fame  King  William37.  It  had  been 
eafy  for  the  dates  of  Scotland  to  have  anfwered 
thefe  weak  arguments,  if  they  had  been  at  liberty; 
but  they  were  entirely  in  the  power  of  Edward; 
and  therefore,  at  the  meeting  on  the  nth  of  May, 
they  earneftly  requefted  a  longer  delay,  that  they 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  confulting  with  the 


36  Walfing.  p.8i.     Knygton,  001.2484,  &c. 
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A.D.IZ9I.  other  bifliops  and  barons  who  were  abfent,  about 

' — * '  a  matter  of  fo  great  importance.     With  much 

difficulty  they  obtained  a  delay  of  three  weeks; 
and  Edward  appointed  them  to  meet  him  again 
at  the  fame  place  on  the  2d  day  of  June. 

Edward's        In  the  mean  time  Edward  was  not  idle,  but  em- 
onty  ployed  every  method  in  his  power  to  ftrengthen 

ledged.  his  party  in  Scotland,  and  botli  by  threats  and  pro- 
mifes  to  bring  as  many  as  poffible  to  acknowledge 
his  fuperiority 38.  According  to  appointment,  the 
guardians  of  Scotland,  with  the  competitors  for 
the  crown,  and  many  barons  and  prelates,  met, 
on  the  2d  of  June,  in  a  plain  oppofite  to  the  caftle 
of  Norham,  where  Edward  then  lay.  The  Biihop 
of  Bath  and  Wells,  chancellor  of  England,  was 
fent  by  Edward  to  reprefent  him  in  that  meeting, 
and  report  the  refult  of  their  deliberations.  Some 
of  the  Scots  barons  reprefented,  that  the  queftion 
concerning  the  fuperiority  of  England  could  not 
properly  be  determined  until  Scotland  had  a  king, 
his  honour  and  intereft  being  fo  much  concern- 
ed39. But  the  competitors  for  the  crown,  afraid 
of  offending  Edward,  by  difputing  a  point  which 
they  faw  he  was  refolved  to  carry,  confented  to 
acknowledge  the  fuperiority  of  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land over  the  crown  and  kingdom  of  Scotland  $ 
and,  by  their  influence  and  example,  brought  the 
reft  of  the  ftates  to  acknowledge  the  fame,  or  to 
remain  filent40.  Edward  was  not  even  contented 
with  this  acknowledgment,  but  obliged  all  the 

38  Hemingford,  vol.i.  p.  33.  59  Walfing.  p. 56. 

40  Rymer,  vol.  a.  p.548. 
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competitors  to  give  him  letters-patent,  under 
their  hands  and  feals,  owning  his  fuperiority,  and 
promifing  to  fubmit  to  his  decifion 4I.  Thus  did 
Edward,  by  his  power  and  policy,  gain  this  great 
point,  on  which  his  heart  was  very  much  fet  and 
with  which  he  was  greatly  delighted.  How  ihort- 
fighted  is  the  greateft  human  wifdom!  Little  did 
this  prince  imagine,  that,  inftead  of  entailing  the 
fuperiority  of  a  kingdom,  he  was  entailing  no- 
thing but  a  bloody  and  deftru6live  quarrel,  on 
his  country  and  his  pofterity. 

No  fooner  had  Edward  fucceeded  in  his  firft  Edward 
pretenfion,  than  he  difclofed  another.     That  he  f^olf* 
might  have  a  kingdom  to  beftow  on  the  perfon  to  tains  the 
whom  it  fhould  be  adjudged,  he  demanded  to  caftles* 
have  all  the  royal  caftles  and  places  of  flrength  in 
Scotland  put  into  his  hands  j  and  this  demand 
was  granted. 42 

The  King  of  England,  having  thus  obtained  Competi- 
every  thing  he  could  defire,  proceeded  to  take  tors  for 
fome  fteps  towards  the  decifion  of  this  great  caufe,  Of  Scet- 
and  to  determine  which  of  the  competitors  had  land< 
the  befl  right  to  the  crown  of  Scotland.     Thefe 
competitors  were  now  multiplied  to  the  number  of 
thirteen ;  fome  of  them  probably  ftirred  up  by  Ed- 
ward, in  order  to  perplex  the  caufe,  and  others 
perhaps  prompted  by  their  own  vanity.     The 
names  of  thefe  competitors  were  as  follows;  John 
Baliol'Lord  of  Galloway,  Robert  Bruce  Earl  of 

*'  Rymer,vol.a.p.579.  Heming.t.j.  p.33,34.  Walfing.p.56.  57. 
41  Rymer,  vol.a.  p.^6. 
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A.D.I39I.  Annandale, John HaftingsLord  of  Abergavenny, 
Florence  Earl  of  Holland,  Eric  King  of  Norway, 
Robert  Dunbar  Earl  of  March,  John  Cummin 
Earl  of  Badenoch,  William  de  Vefey,  Robert  de 
Pinkeny,  Nicolas  de  Soules,  Patrick  Galyhtly, 
Roger  de  Mandevile,  Robert  de  Rofs43.  The 
titles  of  the  ten  lail  of  thefe  competitors  were 
either  derived  from  baftard  branches  of  the  royal 
family,  or  fo  trifling  or  ill  fupported,  that  they  do 
do  not  deferve  a  place  in  hiftory.  The  three  firft 
were  the  only  perfons  who  had  any  plaufible  pre- 
tenfions:  and  in  order  to  underfland  the  founda- 
tions of  their  refpective  claims,  it  will  be  necef- 
fary  to  take  a  view  of  a  part  of  the  genealogy  of 
the  royal  family  of  Scotland. 

Henry  Princeof  Scotland  died  before  his  father 
King  David,  and  left  three  fons,  Malcolm,  Wil- 
liam, and  David.  Malcolm  fucceeded  his  grand- 
father, David,  and  died  without  iffue.  William 
fucceeded  his  brother  Malcolm,  and  left  iffue; 
but  his  pofterity  were  now  extindl,  the  lad  of 
them  being  Margaret  of  Norway,  the  late  infant 
Queen  of  Scotland.  It  is  undeniable,  therefore, 
that  the  crown  of  Scotland  was  now  devolved  to 
the  pofterity  of  Prince  David,  younger  brother  of 
the  Kings  Malcolm  and  William.  David  had  been 
Earl  of  Huntington  in  England,  and  left  three 
daughters,  Margaret,  Ifabella,  and  Ada.  Marga- 
ret, the  elded  daughter  of  Earl  David,  married 
Allan  Lord  of  Galloway,  by  whom  fhe  had  an  only 
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daughter,  Dervorgilla,  married  to  John  Baliol,  by  A.D.ii9i. 
whom  (lie  had  John  Baliol,  the  competitor;  who, 
according  to  this  account,  was  great-gran dfon  to 
Da vid  Earl  of  Huntington,  by  his  elded  daughter. 
Ifabella,  the  fecond  daughter  of  Earl  David,  mar- 
ried Robert  Bruce,  by  whom  (he  had  Robert 
Bruce,  the  competitor,  who  was  grandfon  to  the 
Earl  of  Huntington  by  his  fecond  daughter.  Ada, 
third  and  youngeft  daughter  of  Earl  David,  mar- 
ried John  Haftings,  by  whom  (lie  had  John 
Haftings,  the  competitor,  who  was  grandfon  to 
that  earl  by  his  youngeft  daughter.  Haftings 
could  have  no  pretenfions  to  the  whole  fucceffion 
of  David  Earl  of  Huntington  while  the  pofterity 
of  his  two  elder  daughters  werein  being;  all  he  pre- 
tended to  therefore  was,  that  thekingdom  of  Scot- 
land mould  be  divided  into  three  parts,  and  that 
he  fhould  inherit  one  of  them,  as  heir  to  one  of  the 
three  daughters  of  Earl  David.  But  the  kingdom 
being  declared  impartible,  the  pretenfionsof  Haft- 
ings were  excluded,  and  there  remained  only  two 
competitors,  Baliol  and  Bruce.  Baliol  claimed  the 
whole  kingdom  of  Scotland,  as  heir  to  David  Earl 
of  Huntington  by  his  eldeft  daughter;  but  Bruce 
pleaded,  that  though  he  was  defcended  from  the 
fecond  daughter;  yet,  being  grandfon  to  the  Earl 
of  Huntington,  he  ought  to  be  preferred  before 
Baliol,  who  was  only  great-grandfon  to  that  earl. 
The  whole  controverfy,  therefore,  between  thefe 
two  chief  competitors  turned  upon  this  hinge, 
Whether  the  more  remote  by  one  degree,  de- 
fcended from  the  eldeft  daughter,  or  the  nearer 
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A.D.i39i.  by  one  degree,  defcended  from  the  fecond 
daughter,  had  the  beft  title?  To  examine 
this,  and  every  other  queflion  that  might  arife 
in  this  caufe,  it  was  agreed,  that  John  Baliol  and 
Robert  Bruce  fhould  each  name  forty  commif- 
fioners,  to  whom  Edward  might  add  twenty-four; 
which  commiffioners  fliould  fit  at  Berwick,  and 
report  their  opinion  to  Edward,  who  was  finally 
to  judge,  and  pronounce  fentence.  *4 

Thefe  commiffioners,  appointed  to  examine  the 


Determi-    merits  of  this  great  caufe,  met  at  Berwick,  for  the 

nation  in 

favour  of  firft  time,  on  the  id  of  Auguft  A.D.  1292. ;  and 
after  three  months  fpent  in  various  meetings  a'nd 
deliberations,  they  gave  their  opinion  in  favour  of 
Baliol.  All  things  being  now  ripe,  Edward  ap- 
pointed the  i  yth  of  November  for  pronouncing 
his  award  and  judgment;  and  accordingly  on 
that  day,  in  the  greaLhall  of  the  caftle  of  Ber- 
wick, in  prefence  or  all  the  prelates,  earls, 
barons,  and  great  men,  of  both  kingdoms,  he 
adjudged  the  crown  and  kingdom  of  Scotland  to 
-  John  Baliol 4S.  But  this  unhappy  prince  very 
foon  found,  that  a  dependent  crown  was  no 
very  valuable  pofleffion. 

Severity  of  As  f°on  as  Edward  had  thus  obtained  the  fupe- 
Edward.  •  riority  of  the  crown  and  kingdom  of  Scotland,  he 
proceeded  to  exercife  it  with  unrelenting  feverity, 
and  in  its  full  extent.  He  obliged  King  John,  on 
the  day  after  the  caufe  was  determined  in  his  fa- 
vour, to  perform  his  homage,  and  fwear  fealty 
to  him  and  his  heirs,  kings  of  England,  for  the 

44  Rymer,  voLa.  p.55J.  45  Id.  ibid.jgS. 
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whole  kingdom  of  Scotland:  after  which  he  per-  A.D.I29*. 
mitted  him  to  go  and  take  poffeffion  of  his  king- 
dom  4<i.  But  that  his  royal  vaffal  might  not  forget 
his  dependency  by  fitting  too  long  unmolefted 
on  his  throne,  Edward  recalled  him  into  England 
immediately  after  his  coronation,  and  made  him 
renew  his  homage  and  fealty  at  Newcaftle,  on 
St.  Stephen's  day,  A. D.  1292.  Befides  this,  that 
John  might  not  imagine  that  this  humiliating  ce- 
remony was  all  he  had  to  fuffer,  Edward  haftened 
to  load  him  with  frefli  indignities  ;  and  in  a  little 
more  than  one  year  this  fhadow  of  a  king  re- 
ceived no  fewer  than  fix  citations  to  appear  be- 
fore the  King  of  England  in  his  parliament,  to 
anfwer  the  complaints  of  feveral  private  perfons 
on  matters  of  no  great  importance. 47 

In  confequence  of  thefe  citations,  King  John 
attended  Edward  in  his  parliament  after  Michael-  indignity 
mas  A.D.  1293.,  at  Weftminfler  :  and  when  one  J^° 
of  the  complaints  againfl  him  came  to  be  tried,  Scotland. 
he  offered  to  anfwer  by  his  attorney :  but  this 
privilege  was   not   granted  him ;  and,  after  a 
long  ftruggle,  he  wras  obliged  to  defcend  from 
his  feat,  and  Hand  at  the  bar  like  any  common 
delinquent 4S.     Even  the  tame  fpirit  of  Baliol 
was  roufed  by  this  affront :  he  felt  the  deeped 
refentment,  and  fecretly   refolved  to  embrace 
the  firft  favourable  opportunity  of  throwing  off 
a  yoke  which  was  become  intolerable.     It  was 
not  long  before  a  very  promifing  opportunity 
offered. 

46  Rytner.  Feed.  torn.  a.  p. 593.         47  Rymer,  vol.  a.  p.  605 — 616. 
«8  Ryley  Placet.  Part.  p.  153,  153. 
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A.D.H9J.       While  Ed  ward  was  eagerly  purfuing  hisdefigna 
^    *~>  on  Scotland,  an  accidental  fcuffle  happened  be- 

War  with  „  *  * 

France.  twecn  the  crews  or  an  jbnglith  and  .trench  fhip, 
about  a  fpring  of  frefh  water  near  Bayonne.  This 
fcuffle,  in  which  a  French  failor  was  killed,  being 
reported  in  both  countries,  became  a  national 
quarrel,  and  produced  a  kind  of  piratical  war, 
trifling  indeed  in  its  beginnings,  but  very  bloody 
and  deftructive  in  its  progrefs.  A  fleet  of  two 
hundred  Norman  (hips,  failing  towards  the  fouth, 
feized  all  the  Englifh  (hips  which  they  met  with 
in  their  pafTage,  hanged  the  crews,  and  made 
prize  of  the  cargoes.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
Cinque-ports  hearing  of  this,  fitted  out  a  fleet  of 
fixty  ftout  (hips,  well  manned,  and  waited  for  the 
enemy  in  their  return.  The  two  fleets  met ;  and 
after  an  obftinate  druggie  the  Englifh  obtained 
a  complete  victory,  and  took  or  deftroyed  the 
greatefl  part  of  the  French  fleet.  As  no  quarter 
was  given,  the  action  was  very  bloody;  and  the 
French,  it  was  pretended,  loft  15,000  men. 49 
A.D.IZ94.  The  two  monarchs  being  otherwife  employ- 
Edward  ecj}  had  not  directly  intermeddled  in  this  quar- 
bjM-he"6  rel  >  b^  this  lafl  affair  was  too  ferious  to  be 
King  of  overlooked.  Philip  the  Fair,  King  of  France, 
rance*  fent  ambaffadors  into  England,  to  demand 
reparation  ;  and  Edward,  not  willing  at  this 
time  to  break  with  France,  difpatched  the 
Bifhop  of  London  to  that  court,  with  feveral 
propofals  for  an  accommodation.  But  all  thefe 
propofals  were  rejected;  and  the  war  continuing, 

*»  Walfing.  p.  5  8 — 60.     Heming.  t.i.  p.  3  9,  40,  &c. 
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Philip  cited  the  King  of  England,  as  Duke  of  AJ).  1294. 
Guienne,  to  appear  before  him  in  his  court  of  *" — *"** 
Paris  so.    This  citation  was  given  to  Edward  in 
November  A.D.  1294.,  about  a  year  after  he  had 
treated  the  King  of  Scotland  with  fo  great  in- 
folence  in  his  parliament  at  Wcftminfter  :  fo  that 
while  he  made  the  unhappy  Baliol  feel  all  the 
weight  of  feudal  fubjection,  he  was  treated  with 
the  fame  haughtinefs  by  his  own  liege  lord,  the 
King  of  France. 

The  King  of  Scotland,  feeing  every  thing  tend-  A.D.U9.J. 
ing  to  a  rupture,  determined  to  feize  that  oppor-  AIIi«»ce 
tunity  of  throwing  off  the  Englifh  yoke,  by  enter-  ^  kings 
ing  into  a  ftri6l  alliance  with  the  King  of  France.  of  France 
In  order  to  this,  he  fent  ambafiadors  into  France,  f^.  ° 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  that  crown;  which  was 
figned  and  fealed  on  the  2$d  of  October,  A.D. 
1495.     ^7  this  treaty,  the  kings  of  France  and 
Scotland  agreed  to  affifl  one  another  againft  their 
common  enemy  the  King  of  England,  and  not 
to  make  peace  but  by  common  confent. SI 

Edward  did  not  think  fit  to  obey  the  citation  he  Edward 
had  received  from  France ;  and  yet,  unwilling  to  deceived 
come  to  an  open  rupture  writh  that  court,  he  fent  Kng^f 
his  brother  Edmund  Earl  of  Lancafter  to  Paris  to  France, 
negotiate  an  accommodation.  Philip  appeared  ex- 
ceedingly incenfed  againft  Edward's  fubjedts  in 
Guienne  (who  had  joined  with  the  Englifh),  and 


50  Waiting,  p.  60.     Triveti  Anna!,  an.  1294. 

51  Rymer,  vol.a.  p.68o.      Prynne's  Colleft.  vol.  3.  p.6oa,  &c. 
Heming.  t.i.  p.  76,  77. 
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A.D.I295-  would  liflen to  no  reafonable  terms.  Butwhenthe 
v""> — '  Earl  of'Lancafter  was  ready  to  depart,  the  Queen- 
dowager,  and  the  reigning  Queen  of  France,  in- 
terpofed  their  good  offices,  and  propofed,  that  if 
Edward  would  furrender  Guienne  into  the  hands 
of  Philip,  in  order  to  fatisfy  his  point  of  honour, 
it  Ihould  be  immediately  reftored.  The  Earl  of 
Lancaster,  with  his  brother's  confent,  ligned  a 
treaty  with  the  two  queens,  on  thefe  terms,  which 
was  confirmed  by  the  verbal  declaration  of  King 
Philip  before  feveral  witneffes.  In  confequenceof 
•  this  treaty,  the  dukedom  of  Guienne  was  furren- 
dered  to  the  conflable  de  Nifle,  who  took  poffef- 
lion  of  it  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  France.  But 
when  the  Earl  of  Lancafter  demanded  the  refto- 
ration  of  that  dukedom,  according  to  the  treaty 
with  the  two  queens,  he  received  a  flat  denial. 
Edward  was  again  fummoned  to  appear  before 
Philip  in  his  court  at  Paris ;  and  upon  his  not 
appearing,  the  court  declared,  he  had  forfeited 
Guienne  ;  which  was  accordingly  confifcated 52. 
Thus  Edward,  who  had  ufed  fo  many  artifices  to 
gain  the  fuperiority  of  Scotland,  loft  Guienne, 
his  undoubted  property,  by  a  fhameful  fraud. 
Edward  Though  Edward  was  both  afhamed  and  enraged 
prepares  to  be  thus  outwitted  by  the  court  of  France,  he 
for  war.  ^  not  take  any  jjafl.y  fteps,  but  afted  with  his 

ufual  prudence.  His firftcare wasto  colleftmoney 
to  defray  the  expences  of  a  war  with  France  and 

52  Rymer,  vol.*.  p.6zo,  &c.      Walfing.  p.6i.     Heming.  t.i. 
p.4l»  4». 

Scotland, 


Chap.  i.  Sea.  2.    CIVIL  AND  MILITARY. 

Scotland,  which  he  faw  was  unavoidable.  In  or- 
der to  this,  he  feized  the  large  fums  of  money 
which  had  been  collected  for  the  holy  war,  and 
were  depofited  in  feveral  monalleries 5S ;  and  his 
parliaments  granted  him  very  large  fupplies.  At 
one  time  the  clergy  granted  him  one-half,  the 
merchants  one-fixth,  and  the  reft  of  the  laity  a 
tenth,  of  all  their  moveables54.  Befides  all  this,  he 
violently  feized  all  the  wool  and  hides  which  were 
ready  for  exportation,  promifing  to  pay  the  owners 
at  a  convenient  time.  Edward  being,  by  thefe  and 
various  other  means,pofleffed  of  the  finewsof  war, 
determined  to  carry  it  on  with  great  vigour. 

This  wife  prince,  though  greatly  irritatedagainfl  Edward 
the  King  of  France,  on  account  of  his  erofs  pre-  .     £s  hlsr 

'  invafion  of 

varication  in  the  affair  of  Guienne,  the  invafion  France,  in 
of  England  and  burning  of  Dover,  A.D.  1295.,  orderto 
and  many  other  injuries,  refolved  to  make  his  Scotland, 
greatefl  efforts  againft  Scotland.    He  contented 
himfelf,  therefore,  with  fending  his  brother  Ed- 
mund with  a  fmall  army  into  Guienne  to  preferve 
the  few  places  lie  ftill  pofTefled  in  thefe  parts,  and 
to  keep  the  war  alive  in  France,  while  he  refolved 
to  attempt  the  total  conqueft  of  Scotland. 5S 

Edward,  that  he  might  not  want  a  plaufible  A.D.I296. 
pretence  for  invading  Scotland,  required  Kino;  War  with 

,&  Scotland. 

John  to  deliver  the  caltles  or  Berwick,  Jedburgh, 
and  Roxburgh,  into  his  hands,  as  a  fecurity  for 

"  T.Wykes,  p.  iz6.     Heming.  1. 1.  p.  5 1,  52. 

54  M.Weft.  p.394>  395-    Walfing.  p.6a.    Heming.  t.r.  p«53,  54. 

»  Walling.  p.63>  64. 
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A.D.I296.  his  peaceable  behaviour  during  the  war  with 
*"  /~~'  France55.  John  having  concluded  the  above-men- 
tioned treaty  with  the  King  ofFrance,  and  having 
alfo  received  from  the  Pope  an  abfolution  from 
the  oaths  of  fealty  which  he  had  fworn  to  Edward, 
refufed  to  comply  with  this  demand;  and' as  a  fur- 
ther evidence  ofhis  hoflile  difpolitions,he  banifli- 
ed  all  Englimmen  out  of  Scotland.  In  the  fpring 
of  the  year  1 296.,  Edward  began  to  move  north- 
ward with  his  army;  and  arriving  at  Newcaftle  in 
the  beginning  of  March,  he  there  held  a  parlia- 
ment, to  which  King  John  received  a  citation, 
which  he  entirely  flighted  ;  and  hoftilities  imme- 
diately commenced  between  the  two  kingdoms.57 
Advan-  The  King  of  England  began  this  war  with  every 
of  advantage  that  could  promife  certain  and  com- 
plete fuccefs.  He  excelled  in  military  fkill  and 
courage,  and  conducted  a  powerful,  united 
people,  againft  a  weak  difpirited  nation,  headed 
by  an  unpopular  and  unwarlike  prince.  To  ren- 
der this  match  ftill  more  unequal,  Edward  was 
joined  by  Robert  Bruce  Earl  of  Carrick,  and  his 
fon,  of  the  fame  name,  who  was  afterwards  King 
of  Scotland,  with  feveral  barons  of  their  party. 
King  John  was  even  fo  much  defpifed  by  thatpart 
of  his  fubjects  who  acknowledged  his  authority, 
that  they  did  not  think  fit  to  trufl  him  with  the 
conduct  of  the  war,  but  chofe  twelve  guardians, 
who  were  to  have  the  chief  direction  of  all 
affairs. s8 

56  Rymer,  vol.  a.  p.692.     Walfing.  p.  64. 

*7  Heming.  vol.1,  p.8*.  5*  Id.  ibid.  p.?5. 

la 


Chap. i.  Sea.a.     CIVIL  AND  MILITARY.  95 

In  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  Scots  had  fome  A.D.I^.. 

fuccefs.  Their  fleet  defeated  anEnglifti  fquadron  ' '—- ' 

which  blocked  up  Berwick  by  fea,  and  funk  fix-  of  the 
teen  of  their  (hips  ; — the  caftle  of  Werk  was  be-  Scots. 
trayed  to  them  by  its  governor;  and  a  thoufand 
men  whom  Edward  fent  to  preferve  it,  falling  in- 
to an  ambufh,  were  cut  in  pieces; — a  fmall  army 
of  Scots  broke  into  Northumberland  and  Cum- 
berland, plundered  the  country,  and  burnt  feve- 
ral  monasteries,  and  the  fuburbs  of  Carlifle. S9 

But  thefe  flight  fuccefles  were  followed  by  a  Greater 
long  train  of  grievous  and  irreparable  lofles.  p?one! of 
Edward,  croffing  the  Tweed  at  Coldftream  with- 
out oppofition,  inverted  Berwick ;  which  he  took 
by  a  (Iratagem,  on  the  3oth  of  March,  and  put 
all  the  numerous  garrifon  to  the  fword  6\  The 
caftle  of  Roxburgh  was  foon  after  furrendered 
by  James,  fteward  of  Scotland,  who  fubmitted, 
and  fwore  fealty  to  Edward.  The  Earl  of  War- 
renne,  with  a  large  detachment  of  the  Englrfh 
army,  befieged  the  caftle  of  Dunbar ;  and  the 
Scots  army,  which  is  faid  to  have  amounted  to 
40,000  foot  and  500  horfe,  approaching  to  raife 
the  fiege,  a  battle  was  fought  near  that  place, 
April  27,  in  which  the  Scots  received  a  dread- 
ful overthrow,  leaving  (as  the  Englifh  hifto- 
rians  affirm)  ten  thoufand  men  dead  on  the  field 
of  battle  *'.  This  terrible  defeat  entirely  dif- 
pirited  the  Scots ;  the  caftles  of  Edinburgh  and 

59  Trivet.  p.»88.   Homing,  t.i.  p.8;,  88.    Knyghton,  001.4478, 
4479.  ^  Heming.  vol.i.  p.  89—97. 

"  M.Weft,  p. 404.    Walfiog.  p. 67. 
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A.D.I296.  Stirling  furrendered  almoft  without  refiftance ; 

* — *  '  and  the  whole  fouth  of  Scotland  was  fubdued 
before  Midfummer.  Edward  determined  to  pur- 
fue  his  advantage,  directed  his  march  north- 
ward, having  received  a  flrong  reinforcement  of 
Welfti  and  Irifh.  troops. 6z 

King  John  £   The  unfortunate  Baliol,  after  the  fatal  battle 

fun-enders.  of  Dunbar,  had  retired  with  the  mattered  remains 
•  of  his  army  beyond  the  river  Tay.  But  diftrufl- 
ing  the  fidelity  of  his  own  troops,  and  defpairing 
of  making  any  effectual  refiftance,  he  refolved 
to  throw  himfelf  upon  the  mercy  of  the  con- 
.queror.  He  found  means  to  communicate  this 
refolution  to  Edward  $  who  fent  Anthony  Beck, 
Bimop  of  Durham,  to  confirm  him  in  his  defign, 
and  conduct  him  into  his  prefence;  and  that  artful 
prelate,  encouraging  the  fallen  monarch  with 
hopes  of  favour,  brought  him  before  the  King  of 
England,  on  the  2d  of  July,  at  a  place  called 
Stroutharrack 63.  At  this  interview,  the  two  kings 
difcovered  their  real  characters,  John  behaving 
with  the  mod  abject  meannefs,  and  Edward  with 
the  mod  unrelenting  felfiflinefs.  He  obliged  Baliol 
to  make  a  folemn  furrender,  by  letters-patent  un- 
der his  hand  and  feal,  of  his  whole  kingdom,  and 
royal  dignity  into  his  hands64;  after  which  he 
fent  him  prifoner  to  the  Tower  of  London.  This 
pufillanimous  and  unfortunate  prince  had  enjoy- 
ed fo  little  peace  and  comfort  fince  his  accefiion 

,  62  Heming.  vol.  1.4).  96.  .  6j  Heftcr  Boeth.  Hift   1.14. 
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to  the  throne,  through  the  continual  infults  of  Ed-  A.D.i»96. 
ward  and  the  difaffeclion  of  his  own  fubjects,  that  ' — Y — ' 
he  feems  to  have  loft  all  relifli  for  royalty,  and 
never  more  intermeddled  with  affairs  of  govern- 
ment.   After  remaining  fome  years  a  prifoner  in 
England,  he  was  fent  to  his  own  eftate  in  France, 
where  he  died  in  a  private  llation,  at  an  advanced 
age. 6s 

Edward  {hewed  as  little  lenity  to  the  kingdom  A.D.i297. 
as  to  the  King  of  Scotland.  He  fent  all  the  no-  Severity  of 
bility  who  fell  into  his  hands  prifoners  into  Eng-  t 
land ;  he  deftroyed  or  took  away  all  the  public 
records ;  he  carried  off  the  regalia,  and  that  fatal 
chair  in  which  their  kings  had  been  crowned,  and 
for  which  they  had  fuch  a  fuperftitious  veneration; 
and,  in  a  word,  he  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
obliterate  every  monument  of  their  former  inde- 
pendency. All  the  chief  offices  of  the  kingdom 
were  bellowed  on  Englifhmen.  John  de  War- 
renne  Earl  of  Surry  was  appointed  governor,  with 
fufficient  force,  as  it  was  believed,  to  keep  the 
country  in  fubjection :  and  every  thing  being 
fettled  to  his  mind,  Edward  returned  with  the 
bulk  of  his  army  into  England;  concluding,  that 
he  had  made  a  final  conqueft  of  Scotland 66.  But 
the  fequel  will  mow  how  much  he  was  miftaken. 

While  Edward  was  employed  in  Scotland,  the  War 
war  in  Guienne  had  languifhed ;  but  being  now  at  France. 
leifure,he  refolved  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  that 

*5  Rymer,  vol.  a.  p.  848. 
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A.D.I397.  province  with  all  his  power.  On  this  occafion, 
*  Y~"-'  however,  he  changed  his  place  of  operations;  and, 
inflead  offending  an  army  into  Guienne,  which 
was  remote,  he  propofed  to  make  a  formidable  at- 
tack upon  France  from  the  fide  of  Flanders.  In 
order  to  this  he  concluded  treaties  with  the  Em- 
peror, the  Dukes  of  Auftria  and  Brabant,  the 
Earl  of  Flanders,  and  feveral  other  princes  on 
the  continent,  who  engaged  for  certain  fums  of 
money,  to  furnifh  him  with  troops  for  his  in- 
tended invafion  of  France.67 

Pariia-  The  great  difficulty  was,  to  find  money  fuffi- 

ment*        cient  to  fet  this  great  machine  in  motion.    He  af- 
fembled  a  parliament,  and  obtained  an  eighth  of 
their  moveables  from  the  cities  and  boroughs,  a 
twelfth  from  the  reft  of  the  laity,  and,  after  a  long 
and  violent  ftruggle,  a  fifth  from  the  clergy.  °3 
Edward          But  this  haughty  prince  foon  found,  that  the 
S^the     clergy  were  not  the  only  perfons  who  dared  to  dif- 
confiabie    pute  his  commands;  for  having  appointed  Hum- 
and  mar-    pnrey  Bohun  high  conftable,  and  Hugh  Bigod 
Earl-marfhal  of  England, to  command  afmallbody 
of  troops  which  he  defigned  to  fend  into  Guienne, 
to  create  a  diverfipn  on  that  fide,  thefe  noblemen 
refufed  to  obey  the  appointment,  alleging  they 
were  not  obliged  to  ferve  but  where  the  King  was 
in  perfon.  This  refufal  brought  on  a  violent  alter- 
cation between  the  King  and  the  high  conftable; 
in  the  courfe  of  which,  Edward,  tranfported  with 


"  M.Weft.  p.42i.     Rymer,  vol.2,  p. 761. 
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rage,criedout,"  By  the  eternal  God,  Sir  Earl,  you  AD  1297. 
"  ftiall  either  go  or  hang ;"  to  which  the  other  * — * — ' 
replied,  with  equal  fiercenefs,  "  By  the  eternal 
"  God,  Sir  King,  I  will  neither  go  nor  hang ;" 
and  immediately  left  the  court,  accompanied  by 
the  Earl-marfhal  and  thirty  other  barons. f-9 

Though  Edward  was  a  prince  of  flrongpaflions,  Edward's 
his  great  prudence  kept  them  within  due  bounds;  ™odera- 
and  he  wifely  concealed  his  refentment  againfl 
the  two  earls,  until  they  became  fo  haughty  that 
they  refufed  to  permit  the  King's  officers  to  raife 
either  men  or  money  within  their  territories  7°. 
Even  then,  being  intent  on  his  foreign  expedi- 
tion, he  contented  himfelf  with  depriving  them 
of  their  high  offices,  and  appointing  others  in 
their  room7'.  That  he  might  leave  his  other 
fubje6ts  in  good  humour,  lie  made  a  fpeech  to 
the  nobility,  exculing  his  illegal  exactions  by  the 
neceffity  of  his  affairs  ;  folemnly  promifing,  that 
at  his  return  he  would  redrefs  all  grievances,  and 
make  compeniation  for  all  their  loiTes ;  and  that 
he  would  for  the  future  ftri6lly  obferve  the  great 
charter  of  their  liberties. 7I 

Having  appointed  his  fon  Prince  Edward  re-  E:;Pedi- 
gent  of  the  kingdom,  he  embarked  at  Winchcliea, tlon  to  the 
onthe22dof  Augufl  A.D.  1297.,  and  three  days  continent' 
after  landed  at  Sluys,  with  an  army  (as  fome  hifto- 
rians affirm73)  of  50,000  men.    Thefuccels of  Ed- 
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A-D-I297.  ward  in  this  expedition  was  by  no  means  anfwer- 
' — "** — **  able  to  his  immenfe  expences  and  mighty  prepa- 
rations. His  allies,  having  received  his  money, 
were  in  no  hafle  to  furnifti  him  with  troops.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  great  towns  in  Flanders  were 
more  in  the  intereft  of  France  than  of  their  own 
fovereign :  Philip  had  already  defeated  the  Fle- 
mings in  the  battle  of  Fumes,  and  taken  thetowns 
of  Lifle,  St.  Omer,  Courtrai,  and  Ypres.  In  this 
fituation  of  affairs,  and  the  feafon  far  advanced, 
Edward  found  he  could  perform  nothing  worthy 
of  his  great  name  and  high  expectations,  and  was 
glad  to  conclude  a  truce  with  Philip,  and  refer  all 
their  differences  to  the  arbitration  of  the  Pope. 
Having  fpent  near  eight  months  in  this  expenfive 
and  unfortunate  expedition,  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land in  March  A.D.  1298.,  where  his  prefence 
was  much  wanted. 74 

Revolution      If  Edwardgathered  no  laurels  on  the  continent 
n  Scotland  'n  jjjs  ]ate  expedition,  thofe  which  he  had  before 
William     gained  by  the  conqueft  of  Scotland  were  entirely 
Wallace.     Rafted*  by  a  very  fudden  and  furprifing  revolution, 
which  happened  in  that  kingdom  in  the  courfe  of 
this  year.    The  chief  inilrument  of  this  great  re- 
volution was  the  celebrated  Sir  William  Wallace, 
a  younggentleman  of  an  ancient  family,  but  fmall 
fortune,  in  the  {hire  of  Ayr.     Wallace  is  repre- 
fentedby  the  Scotch  hiftorians  as  the  model  of  a 
perfect  hero  ;  fuperior  to  the  reft,  of  mankind  in 
bodily  ftature,  flrength,  and  activity;  in  bearing 

'+  Rymer,  vol.  a.  p-79j — 819. 
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cold  and  heat,  thirft  and  hunger,  watching  and  A 0.1297. 
fatigue  ;  no  lefs  extraordinary  in  the  qualities  of  '  "*" ' 
his  mind,  being  equally  valiant  and  prudent, 
magnanimous  and  difinterefted9  undaunted  in  ad- 
verfity,  modeft  in  profperity,  and  animated  by 
the  mofl  ardent  and  unextinguifhable  love  of  his 
country75.  This  extraordinary  perfon,  having 
his  refentment  againfl  the  enemies  of  his  country 
iharpened  by  fome  peiTonal  affronts,  neglected 
no  opportunity  of  haraffing  the  Englifli :  and 
becoming  famous  for  his  daring  and  fuccefsful 
adventures,  he  was  foon  joined  by  great  numbers 
of  his  countrymen.  The  firfl  attempts  of  this 
chofen  and  determined  band  were  crowned  with 
fuccefs.  Several  of  the  nobility  obferving  this, 
either  fecretly  favoured,  or  openly  joined  them.76 

But  this  firfl  dawn  of  fuccefs  was  foon  overcaft.  Earl  of 
TheEarl  of  Surry,  20  vernor  of  Scotland,  collected  Suny's 

,  .    ,  .  expedition 

an  army  01  40,000  men;  which  entering  Annan-  ;nto  scot- 
dale,  and  marching  through  the  fouth-weft  of  land> and 
Scotland,  obliged  all  the  barons  of  thefe  parts  to  soling. 
fubmit,andrenewtheiroathsof fealty77.  Wallace, 
with  his  followers,  unable  to  encounter  fo  great  a 
force,  retired  northward,  and  were  purfued  by  the 
governor  and  his  army.    When  the  Englifli  army 
reached  Stirling,  they  difcovered  the  Scots  en- 
campednear  the  abbey  of  Cambuikenneth,  on  the 
oppofite  banks  of  the  Forth.    Creffingham,  trea- 
furer  of  Scotland,  whofecovetoufnefs  and  tyranny 

75  Buchanan,  Hift.  Scot.  1.8.  p.  137.     Fordun,  l.n.  c.a8. 

76  Heming.  vol.i.  p.ng.     Trivet.  Ann.  1297. 
"  Heming.  p.  izz,  123. 
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A.D.I297.  had  been  one  great  caufe  of  this  revolt,  earneftly 
' ' '  preffed  the  Earl  of  Surry  to  pafs  his  array  over 
the  bridge  of  Stirling,  and  attack  the  enemy. 
Wallace,  who  obferved  all  their  motions,  allowed 
as  many  of  the  Engliih  to  pafs  as  he  thought  he 
could  defeat,  when  rufhing  upon  them  with  an 
irrefiflible  impetuofity,  they  were  all  either  killed, 
drowned,  or  taken  prifoners.  In  the  heat  of  the 
action,  the  bridge,  which  was  only  of  wood,  broke 
down,  and  many  periflied  in  the  river;  and  the 
Earl  of  Surry,  with  the  other  part  of  his  army, 
were  melancholy  fpectators  of  the  deftru&ion  of 
their  countrymen,  without  being  able  to  afford 
them  any  affiftance''3.  Such  was  the  violent 
hatred  of  the  Scots  againft  Creffingham,  that 
finding  his  dead  body  on  the  field  of  battle,  they 
treated  it  with  the  moil  wanton  infults 79.  This 
fevere  check,  which  the  Englifh  received  on  the 
nth  September  A.D.  1297.,  obliged  them  once 
more  to  evacuate  Scotland. 

Wallace         Wallace,  who  after  this  great  victory  wasfaluted 
En*£nd     deliverer  and  guardian  of  the  kingdom  by  his 
followers,  purfuing  the  tide  of  fuccefs,  entered 
England  with  his  army,  recovered  the  town  of 
Berwick,  plundered  the  counties  of  Cumberland 
and  Northumberland,  and  returned  into  his  own 
country  loaded  with  fpoils  and  glory. So 
A.D.I298.      The  news  of  thefe  furprifing  events  being  car- 
Edward      rje(j  to  Ed  ward  in  Flanders,  accelerated  hisreturn. 

invades 
Scotland. 

78  Heming.  vol.i.  p.  127 — 129.      Trivet.  Ann.  1297.     WalGng« 

P-73. 

"  Heming.  vol.  I.  p.  130.  8o  Id.  ibid.  p.  131 — 136. 
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After  his  arrival,  he  iffued  orders  to  all  the  forces  AJ>.i»98. 
of  England  and  Wales  to  march  northward;  and  —  ~v~-' 
having  held  a  parliament  at  York,  about  Whitfun- 
day  A.D.  1298,,  and  pafled  feveral  gracious  and 
popular  ac~ls,  to  fecure  the  hearts  of  his  own  fub- 
jects,  he  haflened  to  join  his  troops  at  their  gene- 
ral rendezvous  near  Roxburgh 3J.   Here  he  found 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  gallant  army,  confiding 
of  80,000  foot  and  7000  horfe82.     A   fleet  of 
mips,  loaden  with  provifions,  had  orders  to  fail 
up  the  Frith  of  Forth  as  the  army  advanced. 8J 

The  Scots  were  not  in  a  condition  to  refift  fo  State  of 
great  an  army,  commanded  by  fo  brave  a  leader.  cot " 
Their  country,  for  feveral  years,  had  been  almoft 
a  continued  fcene  of  war,  in  which  many  of  its  in- 
habitants had  perifhed.  Some  of  their  nobles  were 
in  the  Englifh  intereft,  fome  of  them  in  prifon ; 
and  thofe  few  who  had  any  power  or  inclination 
to  defend  the  freedom  of  their  country,  were  dif- 
pirited  and  divided.  In  particular,  the  ancient 
nobility  began  to  view  the  power  and  popularity 
of  William  Wallace  with  ajealous  eye;  which  was 
productive  of  very  fatal  confequences. 84 

About  Midfummer  Edward  marched  from  Rox-  Battle  of 
burgh  to  Berwick,   which  he  entered  without  Falkirk> 
oppoh'tion  ;  and  from  thence  advanced  into  the 
country,  by  eafy  marches,  taking  fome  caftles, 
and  deftroying  every  thing  as  he  proceeded 8s. 
When  he  had  reached  Templelifton,  now  Kirk- 

hl  Heming.  vol.  i.  p.  15 8,  159.  ft  Id.  ibid. 

ij  Walfmg.  p-75.  **  Fordun,  l.ir.  031. 

*s  Heming.  t.i.  p.  159?  &c. 
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A.D.I298.  lifton,  his  army  began  to  be  in  fo  great  diftrefs 
*— ~v — '  for  want  of  provifions,  that  he  was  on  the  point 
of  inarching  back  to  Edinburgh.  At  this  cri- 
tical moment  he  received  intelligence  that  the 
Scotch  army  were  encamped  near  Falkirk  at 
about  eighteen  miles  diflance.  The  Englifti 
army  then  advanced  to  the  fields  near  Linlith- 
gow,  where  they  lay  on  their  arms  all  night. 
Very  early  in  the  morning,  July  22d,  Edward, 
though  he  had  been  much  hurt  in  the  night  by 
a  blow  from  his  horfe,  put  his  army  in  motion, 
advanced  towards  the  enemy,  and  found  them 
drawn  up  in  order  near  the  village  of  Falkirk. 
Here  a  battle  was  fought ;  the  particulars  of 
which  are  fo  variouily  related,  that  it  is  hardly 
poiiible  to  inveftigate  the  truth.  All  that  can  be 
laid  with  certainty  is,that  the  Scots  were  defeated 
with  great  flaughter,  and  the  Englilh  obtained  a 
complete  victory  with  little  lofs. S6 

Edward's        Edward  after  this  great  vkitoryfpent  fome  time 
proceed-     at  Stirling,  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  while 
STbattie.    n*s  troops  were  employed  in  plundering  the 
country,  and  burning  the  towns  of  Perth   and 
St.  Andrew's87.  He  then  directed  his  inarch  Weft- 
ward,  nnd  found  the  caftle  of  Ayr  forfaken  and 
burnt  by  Robert  Bruce,  who  had  lately  aban- 
doned the  Englifh  intereft.    A  fcarcity  of  provi- 


5  Walfing.  p. 75,  76.      Ypodegm.  NeuftrL-e,  p.489.     Heming. 
t.  I.   p.  163,    &c.       Trivet.    Ann.  1298.       M.  Weftmopft.    p.  411. 
Knyghton,  001.2527.    Buchan.  Hift.  Scot.  1,8.  p>  139.     Fordun,  I.u 
2.31.  34.     J.  Major,  1.4.  c.i5. 
87  Heming.  t.i.  p.  165. 
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lions  prevented  Edward  from  purfuingBruceinto  A.D.iz9g. 
Galloway,  as  he  intended,  and  obliged  him  to  (""""v      ' 
march  directly  through  Annandale    (where  he 
took  the  caftle  of  Lochmaben)  into  England.83 

Edward,  before  his  return  from  the  continent,  A.D.i299. 
had  concluded  a  truce  with  the  King  of  France,  Ed 
and  had  alfo  referred  all  his  difputes  with  that 
prince  to  the  Pope ?9.  Boniface,  who  then  filled  with 
the  papal  chair,  in  order  to  lay  a  foundation  for  a 
iafting  peace,  propofed,  that  King  Edward  fhould 
marry  Margaret,  the  fifter,  and  his  fon  Prince 
Edward  fliould  marry  Ifabella,  the  daughter  of 
the  King  of  France  ;  and  that  a  congrefs  fhould 
be  held  at  Montreuil  in  Picardy,  for  difcuffing 
and  fettling  all  difputes  between  the  two  mo- 
narchs.  A  peace  was  accordingly  concluded  at 
that  place,  June  9.,  and  ratified  by  both  kings 
Auguft  3.,  A.  D.  1 299. ;  and  about  a  month  after 
EdwardmarriedthePrincefsMargaretof  France.00 

While  Edward  was  engaged  in  thefe  negotia-  Stirling 
tions,  the  Scots,  a  little  recovered  from  the  con-  caflje  be~ 
fufion  into  which  they  had  been  thrown  by  their  taken  by 
late  defeat,  had  collected  fome  forces,  and  in-  the  Scots- 
vefted  the  caftle  of  Stirling.  To  preferve  that  im- 
portant place  from  falling  into  their  hands,  Ed- 
ward, foon  after  his  marriage,  fet  out  to  join  his 
army  in  the  north.    But  when  he  arrived  at  Ber- 
wick, and  propofed  to  march  into  Scotland,  his 
great  barons  refufed  to  follow  him,  pretending 
that  the  feafon  was  too  far  advanced  for  fuch 

83  Heming.  t.i.  p.  165.  8(3  Rymeri  Feed.  t.2.  p.  817. 

*°  Id.  ibid.  p. 84 1 — 847.     Heming.  t.i.  p.  168 — 170. 
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AJD.U99.  an  expedition.     This  conflrained  him  to  aban- 

' "~— ^  don  his  defign,  and  difband  his  army,  having  firft 

fent  a  permiffion  to  the  garrifon  of S tiding caftle to 
furrender  on  fuch  terms  as  they  could  procure. l/I 
A.D.I300.      Edward,  in  order  to  remove  the  difcontents  of 

Edward      hjg  barons,  which  had  prevented  his  intended  eX- 
invades  ..   .         .  *  ,     . 

Scotland,  pedition  into  Scotland,  held  a  parhament  at  Lon- 
don, in  the  time  of  Lent,  A.D.  1300.;  in  which 
he  confirmed  thef'amouschartersof  their  liberties, 
with  fome  additions91.  About  Midfummer  he  en- 
tered  into  the  weft  marches  of  Scotland,  at  the 
head  of  a  great  army,  took  fome  caftles,and  pene- 
trated into  Galloway.  Here  a  petition  was  pre- 
fented  to  him  from  the  guardians  and  community 
of  Scotland,  requefting  him  to  permit  their  King, 
John  Baliol,  to  reign  over  them  in  peace,  and  to 
allow  their  nobles  to  redeem  their  lands  from 
thofe  Engliflimen  to  whom  he  had  granted  them. 
But  he  rejected  their  petition  with  difdain. n 
The  Pope  A  few  days  after  this  (Auguft  26.),  Edward's 
fiiMeriorh*  Pr°Sre^s  was  interrupted  by  a  very  remarkable 
of  Scot-  event.  The  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury  arrived  in 
landp  the  Englim  camp,  and  prefented  to  the  King 
a  bull  from  the  Pope ;  in  which  His  Holi- 
nefs  very  clearly  refuted  Edward's  preten- 
lions  to  the  fuperiority  over  Scotland;  but 
advanced  ftill  more  impudent  and  groundlefs 
pretenfions  of  his  own,  affirming,  that  Scot- 
land did,  and  always  had  belonged  to  the  fee  of 
Rome  j  and  commanding  Edward,  if  he  had 

»'  Heming.  t.i.  p.i68 — 170.  ^  Walfing.  p.yS. 

«  Id.  ibid. 

any 
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any  claim  to  that  kingdom,   to  fend  commif-  A.D.i3oo. 

fioners  to  Rome  to  plead  his  caufe  within  fix  ' '      ' 

months94.  Edward's  army  being  at  this  time 
diltrefTed  by  a  fcarcity  of  pro vi (ions,  and  the  fre- 
quent aflaults  and  furprifes  of  their  enemies,  he 
marched  them -back  into  England,  and  granted 
the  Scots  a  truce  from  October  30.  to  next 
Whitfunday. 9S 

Though  the  arguments  advanced  by  the  Pope  AniWs  of 
in  fupport  of  his  claim  to  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  f^^f 
were  in   themfelves  perfectly  ridiculous,  they  parliament 
gave  Edward  and  his  miniflers  no  little  trouble.  £* the 

Pope* 

After  fpending  fome  time  in  collecting  materials 
for  an  anfwer  to  His  Holinefs,  they  laid  this  affair 
before  the  parliament,  which  met  at  Lincoln 
January  20.,  A.  D.  1301.  The  EnglHh  barons 
were  filled  with  indignation  at  the  prefumption 
of  a  foreign  prieft,  in  fummoning  their  fovereign 
before  him  to  plead  his  caufe,  and  returned  a  very 
fpirited  anfwer,  declaring,  that  they  would  not 
allow  their  king  to  fubmit  to  fuch  an  indignity. 
This  anfwer,  dated  at  Lincoln,  February  1 2.,  was 
ligned  and  fealed  by  one  hundred  and  four  of  the 
temporal  barons  in  the  name  of  the  whole  parlia- 
ment 96.  Edward  fent  a  very  long  anfwer  to  the 
Pope,  in  his  own  name ;  in  which  he  enumerated 
all  his  claims  to  the  fuperiority  of  Scotland, 
beginning  with  that  which  he  derived  from  his 
famous  predeceflbr  Brutus  the  Trojan. 97 

94  Rymer,  t.a.  p.844 — 846.     Heming.  t. z.  p.i7» — 177. 

95  Rymer,  t.a.  p.868.  *''  Id.  ibid,  p.873 — 875. 
«7  Walling,  p.  18—85.     Rymer,  t.».  p.  863— 888. 
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A.D.I3CO.      The  truce  with  the  Scots  being  now  expired, 
Edward,  attended  by  his  fon  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  a  great  army,  marched  into  Scotland  about 
Midfumm'er  ;  but  performed  nothing  that  hath 
obtained  a  place  in  hiflory.     He  fpent  the  winter. 
atLinlithgow,  where  on  January  26.,  A.  D.  1301., 
he  ratified  a  truce  with  the  Scots,  from  that  time 
to  November  30.  of  the  fame  year.  9S 
A.D.I502.      As  foon  as  this  fecond  truce  ended,  Edward 
The  Eng-   fent  an  army  into  Scotland,  under  the  command 
feated'at     °^  J°nn  de  Segravc,  one  of  the  moil  celebrated 
Roflin.       warriors  of  that  age.    But  this  general  having  di- 
vided his  troops  into  three  bodies,  which  marched 
at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  each  other,  was 
defeated  near  Roflin,  February  24.,  A.D.  1303., 
by  a  fmall  army  of  Scots,  commanded  by  John 
Comyn,  regent  of  Scotland,  and  Simon  Frafer." 
A.D.I303.  .    Though  the  Scots  had  derived  little  advantage 
Peace  be-    from  their  alliance  with  France,  in  their  ftruggles 
France  and  for  prcferving  the  independency  of  their  coun- 
Engiand.     try,  they  ftill  entertained  hopes  of  affiflance  from 
that1  quarter.     But  thefe  hopes  were  now  en- 
tirely blafted,  by  a  treaty  of  peace  that  was  con- 
cluded May  20.,  A.D.  1303.,  between  the  kings 
of  France  and  England,  in  which  John  Baliol 
and  the  Scots  were  not  included.  IOD 

Edward  being  now  difengaged  from  all  his 
other  enemies,  feems  to  have  fet  his  whole  heart 
onmakinga  complete  conquefl  of  Scotland,  which 


9*  Rymer,  t.2.  p.  896.  *9  Heming.  t.  r.  p 

Fordun,  1.  13.  c.a.  l"  Rymer,  t.  a.  p-9Z3  —  928. 
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had  long  been  the  great  object  of  his  ambition.  A.D.ISOS. 
With  this  view,  he  marched  into  that  country,  at  "•  —  *~  —  ' 
the  head  of  fo  great  an  army,  as  deprived  that  un- 
happy people  of  all  hopes  of  fuccefs  from  reh'ft- 
ance.  Accordingly  he  met  with  none  till  he  ar- 
rived atBrechin,  were  Sir  Thomas  Maul  defended 
the  caille  againil  him,  till  he  was  killed  by  a  ftone 
difcharged  from  an  engine  101.  After  this  he  con- 
ducted his  army  to  the  extremity  of  the  province 
of  Moray,  and  back  to  Dunfermline,  where  he 
fpent  the  winter  with  his  Queen  and  court.  I0* 

In  the  courfe  of  lad  year,  Robert  Bruce,  and  .  n 

y  AiU.  1304. 

feveral  other  barons,  had  fubmitted  to  Edward  j  Nobility  of 
and  in  the  beginning  of  this,  John  Comyn  Earl  Scotland 
of  Badenoch,  who  had  long  acted  as  guardian  of  Edward. 
Scotland,  in  the  name  of  his  uncle  John  Baliol, 
followed  their  example,  together  with  his  friends 
and  followers  l°3.     All  thefe  barons  were  fecured 
in  their  lives,  liberties,  and  eflates;  but  fubjected 
to  certain  pecuniary  penalties.     A  few  who  had 
been  moil  active  in  their  oppoiition  were  banifhed 
for  a  certain  time.   The  garrifon  of  Stirling  caftle, 
the  only  fortrefs  of  the  kingdom  which  had  not 
furrendered,  were  declared  outlaws,  in  a  parlia- 
ment held  at  St.  Andrew's  in  April.  IC4 

Edward,  in  order  to  finifli  the  conqueft  of  Scot-  g;e        . 
land,  madegreat  preparations  for  the  fiege  of  Stir-  fun-ender 
ling  caltle,  which  he  inverted  immediately  after  of  Stirling 
Eafter.      It  was  defended  about  three  months 


'-'  M.Weftmonft,  p.44o.  I<Ji  Heming.  M.  p.  205. 
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A.D.I304.  againfl  all  his  efforts,  by  Sir  William  Oliphant 
and  a  fmall  garrifon,  who  were  at  length  com- 
pelled to  furrender  at  clifcretion  Ias.  As  all  the 
ilrong  places,  as  well  as  the  chief  men  of  Scot- 
land, had  nowfubmitted  to  Ed  ward,  he  appointed 
John  de  Segrave  governor  of  that  kingdom,  and 
fet  out  on  his  return  to  England  about  the  end 
ofAuguft. '°6 

Though  the  renowned  William  Wallace  had 


Wallace     ]onor  been  excluded,  by  the  iealoufy  of  the  nobles, 

condemn-  &  J          J  J 

ed  and  ex-  from  commanding  the  armies,  and  mfluencingthe 
ecuted.  councils,  of  hiscountry,  he  ftiil  continued  to  affert 
its  independency,  even  after  all  the  reft  of  his 
countrymen  had  fubmitted  to  fuperior  force. 
This,  together  with  the  remembrance  of  the  many' 
mifchiefs  which  he  had  done  to  his  Englifh  fub- 
jects,andperhapsfomeapprehenu'onthathemight 
again  rekindle  the  flames  of  war,  made  Edward 
employ  various  means  to  get  pofieffion  of  his  per- 
fon.  In  this  he  at  laft  fucceeded.  Wallace  wasr 
furprifed,  fome  fay  betrayed,  in  one  of  his  lurk- 
ing-places near  Glafgow,  conducted  to  London, 
tried,  condemned,  and  executed,  Auguft  23., 
A.D.  1305. '°7  Thusfeiloneoi'thebraveftinen,and 
moft  determined  patriots,  that  Scotland  ever  pro- 
duced; and  with  him  the  freedom  and  independ. 
ency  of  his  country  feemed  to  fall. 
Plan  for  Edward  was  now  employed  in  forming  a  plan 
for  thefuturegovernmentof  Scotland,  in  whichhe 

105  M.  Weftmonft.  p.  445,  446.      Heming.  t.  I.   p.  205,    zo6. 
Rytner,  t.a.  p.  950.  lo6  Trivit.  Ann.  1304. 

107  T.Walfmg.  p.  90.     Trivit.  Ann.  1305. 
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was  aflifted  by  Robert  Bruce  Earl  of  Carrick  and  A.D.  1305. 
Annandale,  who  appears  to  have  pofieffed  a  confi. 
derable  degree  of  his  favour108.  By  this  plan  land. 
(which  was  drawn  up  by  commiffioners  appointed 
for  that  purpofe)  various  changes  were  to  be  made 
in  the  laws  of  Scotland  ;  and  the  chief  places  of 
power  and  profit  were  to  be  poflefTed  by  Englifh- 
men I09.  Thefe  arrangements  did  not  contribute 
any  thing  to  reconcile  the  minds  of  the  Scots  to 
their  new  government  or  their  new  governors. 

Robert  Bruce  Earl  of  Annandale,  fon  of  Robert  Robert 
Bruce  the  competitor,  died  in  his  way  from  Lon-  ^r^  the 
don,  foon  after  Ealler  A.D.   1304.;  and  John  defign  of 
BaliolKing  of  Scotland  died  at  his  eftate  in  France  ™ouf  ns 

the  throne 

about  a  year  after  "°.     1  hele  two  events  leem  to  of  Scot- 
have  infpired  Robert  Bruce,  the  fix  th  of  that  name,  knd- 
andgrandfon  of  the  competitor,  with  the  defign  of 
arTerting  his  claim  to  the  crown  of  Scotland,  and 
attempting  to  refcue  his  country  from  the  Englim 
yoke.     With  this  view,  he  left  the  court  of  Eng- 
land, and  came  into  Scotland  about  the  end  of  this 
year,  or  the  beginning  of  the  next. 

John  Comyn  Earl  of  Badenoch  was  head  of  the  AJ).i306. 
mofl  opulent  and  powerful  family  at  this  time  in  ^mce  kl11* 
Scotland.    He  had  been  feveral  years  guardian  of 
the  kingdom  ;  and  was  one  of  the  lad  who  fub- 
mitted  to  Edward.   Bruce,  being  fen.lible  that  the 
affiftance  of  fo  potent  a  baron  would  be  of  the 


8  Ryley,  p.243.  10»  Id.  p.  279. 
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A.D,i3o6.  greater!  advantage,  and  hrs  oppofltionthegreatefl 

' — » '  detriment  to  him,  in  his  attempt  upon  the  crown, 

defired  and  obtained  an  interview  with  him  in  the 
convent  of  the  friars  minors  at  Dumfries,  Febru- 
ary 10.,  A.D.  1306.  What  was  faid  at  this  inter- 
view mufl  for  ever  remain  a  fecret,  as  none  were 
jDrefentbut  the  two  chieftains;  but  it  is  certain, — 
that  they  quarrelled, — that  from  words  they  pro- 
ceeded to  blows, — -that Bruce  ftruck  Comyn  with 
his  foot,  and  then  wounded  him  with  his  dagger, 
— that  one  of  Bruce's  friends,  Sir  Thomas  Kirk- 
patrick,  milling  in,  put  him  to  death. IJ1 
Bruce  After  this  daringand  defperatedeed,Bruceand 

crowned     j^    frien(]s  feized  the  caftle  of  Dumfries  by  fur- 

at  Scone.  * 

prife,  apprehended  the  Englifh  judges,  who  were 
then  holding  a  court  in  the  town-hall,  publilhed 
Bruce's  refolutionto  affert  his  claim  to  the  crown, 
and  difpatched  meflengers  into  all  parts,  to  invite 
the  friends  of  his  family,  and  of  the  freedom  of 
their  country,  to  come  to  his  affi  fiance.  Thefe 
meflengers  were  fo  fuccefsful,  tnat  in  a  few  days 
Bruce  found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  fmall  army, 
with  which  he  advanced,  taking  the  caflles,  and 
walling  the  lands,  of  all  who  refufed  to  fubmit  to 
his  authority.  About  the  middle  of  March  he  had 
penetrated  as  far  as  Perth,  the  Englifli  every  where 
endeavouring  tofave  their  lives  byflying  into  their 
own  country 112.  Having  allembled  all  the  chief 
men  of  his  party,  he  was  crowned  at  Scone  on 

*"'  Heming.  t.i.  p.»i9-     Walling,  p.  91.     M.Weftraonft.  p.45J» 
m  M.Weftmonft.  p.  455. 
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Friday,  March  27.  A.D.  1306.,  in  prefence  of  A.D.i3o6. 

four  bifhops,  five  earls,  and  a  great  multitude  of »'"""*' 

knights  and  gentlemen.  For  the  greater  folem- 
nity,  this  ceremony  was  repeated  on  the  Sunday 
after,  when  the  crown  was  put  upon  his  head 
by  the  Countefs  of  Buchan,  lifter  of  the  Earl  of 
Fife  (which  family  claimed  a  right  to  crown  the 
kings  of  Scotland),  her  brother  being  abfent, 
and  in  the  Englifh  interefl. II3 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  furprife  and  indig-  invafion  of 
nation  of  Edward  when  he  heard  of  this  revolu-  Scotland 
tion  in  Scotland.     He  was  then  at  Winchefter,  iifh  army, 
and  immediately  commanded  Aymer  de  Valence, 
Henry  de  Percy,  and  Robert  de  Clifford,  to  raife 
all  the  military  in  the  north  of  England,  to  join 
the  forces  of  the  family  of  Comyn,  and  all  the 
Scots  in  the  Englifh  intereft,  and  to  take  ven- 
geance on  the  traitor  Bruce,  as  he  called  him, 
and  all  his  followers  l14.     Thefe  commands  were 
punctually  obeyed  :   the  three  generals  entered 
Scotland  with  a  confiderable  army,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  fummer,  and  were  joined  by  the  partilans 
of  the  Comyn  family,  who  were  much  enraged 
againft  Bruce  for  the  murder  of  their  chief. 

As  the  enterprife  in  which  Robert  Bruce  had  Misfbr- 
engaged  was  one  of  the  boldeft  and  moft  defperate      es  of 
that  ever  was  undertaken,  fo  it  was  for  fome  time 
one  of  the  moft  unprofperous.  Many  of  his  braveft 
friends  were  killed  or  taken,  June  24,  at  the  fatal 

113  M.Weftmonft.  p.  456.     Heming.  t.  r.  p.aao. 
"4  Ryraer,  t.z.  p. 988.     Heming.  t.i.  p. aai. 
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A.D.i3o6.  battle  of  Methven,  near  Perth ;  where  he  was  fur- 
*•— -v— -1  prifed  and  defeated,  and  from  whence  he  made  his 
efcape  with  great  difficulty  lls.  The  (nattered  re- 
mains of  his  army  were  again  defeated  at  Dairy,  a 
few  days  after,  by  the  men  of  Argyle,  under  the 
command  of  their  chieftain  the  Lord  Lorn,  who, 
being  the  nephew  of  the  murdered  Comyn,  was 
the  mortal  enemy  of  Bruce.  Unable  any  longer 
to  keep  the  field,  he  difmifled  his  few  remaining 
followers;  and,  after Ikulking  for  fome  weeks  on 
the  continent,  he  took  Ihelter,  with  only  two  or 
three  friends,  in  the  fmalliflandof  Ruchrin,  one 
of  the  mod  unfrequented  of  the  Weftern  liles116. 
Nor  was  Bruce  lefs  unfortunate  in  his  family  and 
friends  than  in  his  forces.  His  three  brothers, 
Neil,  Thomas,  and  Alexander,  with  Chriflopher 
Seton,  an  Englim  baron,  his  brother-in-law,  be- 
ing taken  in  different  places,  were  tried,  con- 
demned, and  executed  as  traitors.  His  brave 
and  faithful  friends,  the  Earl  of  Athol,  Simon 
Frafer,  and  feveral  others,  (hared  the  fame  fate"7. 
His  queen,  his  only  daughter,  Marjory,  his  two 
lifters,  Mary  and  Chriftina,  with  the  Countefs  of 
Buchan,  the  heroine  who  had  placed  the  crown 
upon  his  head,  were  all  taken,  and  committed 
to  different  prifons,  where  fome  of  them  were 
treated  with  great  feverity.  "s 

Edward         While  the  wretched  Bruce  was  overwhelmed  by 
fo  many  calamities,  his  powerful  adverfary  Ed- 

115  Walfing.  p. 91.     Heming.  t.i.  p. aaz. 
118  Fordun.  l.ia.  c.ii.     Buchan.  1.8.  p.  142. 
"7  Id.  ibid.  "8  Rymer,  t.  a.  p.ioiz — 
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ward  was  collecting  money,  and  railing  forces,  to  A.D.i3o6. 

make  a  final  conqueft  of  Scotland.     To  animate  ' — » ' 

the  young  nobility  with  greater  ardour  in  this  en-  invades 
terprife,  Edward  conferred  the  honour  of  knight-  Scotland. 
hood  upon  his  eldeft  fon  Edward  Prince  of  Wales, 
in  his  palace  atWeftminfter,  on  Whitfunday.'with 
very  great  folemnity.  Immediately  after,  the 
Prince  went  in  proceffion  to  Weftminfter  church, 
mounted  on  the  high  altar,  and  knighted  about 
three  hundred  young  noblemen  and  gentlemen, 
who  were  all  drefTed  in  robes  embroidered  with 
gold,  which  they  had  received  out  of  the  royal 
wardrobe.  At  the  end  of  this  ceremony,  two 
fwans,  adorned  with  trappings  and  bells  of  gold, 
were  brought  with  great  pomp  into  the  church; 
and  the  King  took  a  folemn  oath,  by  the  God  of 
heaven,  and  by  thefe  fwans,  that  he  would  march 
into  Scotland, andneverreturn  till  hehadavenged 
the  death  of  John  Comyn,  and  puniflied  the  rebel- 
lious Scots.  The  Prince,  and  the  young  knights, 
his  companions,  took  oaths  to  the  famepurpofe119. 
Soon  after  this  folemnity,  the  King,  with  the 
Prince  and  his  knights,  fet  out  to  join  the  army, 
which  was  appointed  to  rendezvous  at  Carlisle 
in  July.  But  this  great  army  meeting  with  no 
enemy  in  the  field,  fpent  the  campaign  in  plun- 
dering the  country,  taking  prifoners,  and  receiv- 
ing the  fubmiffions  of  fuch  as  furrendered. '" 

When  neither  friends  nor  foes  knew  what  was  Bruce  ap- 
become  of  Bruce,  he  fuddenly  made  his  appear-  Pears» and 

is  forced 

to  retire. 

"»  M.Weftmonft.  p.  45 8- 
'2*  Id.  p.46o — 463.     Rymer,  t.z.  p.i«ij — 1016. 
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A.D.i3o6.  ance,  about  Michaelmas,  on  his  own  eftate  in 

'  —  »  -  '  Carrick,  at  the  head  of  a  fmall  but  refolute  band 

of  followers,  furprifed  Henry  de  Percy,  who  had 

obtained  a  grant  of  that  eftate  from  Ed  ward  ,feized 

his  baggage,  and  befieged  himfelf  in  Turnberry 

(caftle.    But  on  the  approach  of  a  large  detach- 

ment of  the  Englifh  army,  he  was  obliged  to  raife 

the  liege,  and  take  ihelter  in  the  highlands.  ll1 

A.D.I307.      Edward,  who  was  now  in  a  declining  ftate  of 

Bruce  ex-    nealth,  fpent  the  laft  months  of  the  former,  and 

cated,  and  the  firft  months  of  this  year,  in  Cumberland,  and 

Gayafton    \\Q[^  a  parliament  at  Carlifle,  which  met  January 


20.  A.D.  1307.  While  this  parliament  was 
fitting,  on  February  22.  Peter  d'Efpaigne,  car- 
dinal-legate from  the  Pope,  attended  by  the 
King,  bilhops,  and  barons,  in  their  robes,  with 
candles  lighted  and  bells  ringing,  folemnly  ex- 
communicated Robert  Bruce,  and  all  who  fa- 
voured him,  as  perjured  traitors  and  enemies  of 
peace1".  A  few  days  after  this  folemnity, 
Piers  de  Gavafton,  a  Gafcon  gentleman,  the 
great  favourite  and  corruptor  of  Prince  Edward, 
was  banimed  the  kingdom  ;  and  both  the  Prince 
and  Gavafton  took  a  folemn  oath,  that  he  never 
Ihould  return  without  the  King's  leave.  I23 

When  Edward  was  thus  moving  heaven  and 
earth  againft  Bruce  and  his  adherents,  that  Prince 
was  not  idle  in  his  retreat.  About  the  beginning 
of  April,  he  defcended  from  the  mountains,  at  the 
head  of  a  body  of  men  j  which,  increafing  as  he  ad- 


>u  Heming.  t.I.  p.asj.  IM  Id.  ibid.  p.  a»6. 
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vanced,  at  lail  amounted  to  ten  thoufand.  With 
this  army  he  defeated  Aymer  de  Valence,  Earl  of  ' 
Pembroke,  at  Cumnock,  and  a  few  days  after 
Ralph  de  Monthermer,  Earl  of  Gloucefter;  who 
flying  to  the  caflle  of  Ayr  was  there  befieged.124 

Edward  exafperated  beyond  meafure  at  this  in-  Death  of 
telligence,  ifTued  his  commands  to  all  theforces  of 
his  dominions,  to  come  to  him  at  Carlifle  three 
weeks  after  Midfummer.  But  before  that  time, 
the  dyfentery,  with  which  he  had  been  long  afflict- 
ed, had  rendered  him  fo  weak,  that  he  was  con- 
fined to  his  chamber;  and  a  report  prevailed  that 
he  was  dead.  To  difprove  this  report,  he  fet  out 
from  Carlifle,  July  3.;  but  was  fo  feeble,  that  he 
could  travel  only  three  miles;  and  having  reded 
one  day,  he  reached  Burgh  on  the  Sands  about 
five  miles  from  Carlifle,  July5.,  and  there  expired 
in  his  tent,  July  7.,  in  the  fixty-ninth  year  of  his 
age,  and  thirty-fifth  of  his  reign  I2S.  When  he 
took  leave  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  he  gave  him 
(as  is  ufual  on  fuch  occafions)  much  good  advice. 
In  particular,  he  charged  him,  under  the  pain 
of  incurring  his  paternal  malediction, — never  to 
recal  the  banilhed  Gavafton,to  fend  his  heart  into 
the  Holy  Land, — to  carry  his  body  with  the 
army  into  Scotland,  and  not  to  bury  it  till  he  had 
made  a  complete  conqueil  of  that  country126. 
What  regard  his  fon  paid  to  thefe  injunctions, 
we  mail  fee  in  the  next  fection. 

124  Walfing.  p-93-     Heming.  1. 1.  p. 337. 
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A.D.I307-  Edward  L,  from  the  length  and/mallnefs  of  his 
^""^  '  legs,  commonly  called  Long- Shanks,  had,  in  other 
of  Ed-  refpects,  a  very  advantageous  perfon,  being  re- 
ward i.  markably  tall,  ftrong,  and  graceful.  He  had  fine 
hair,  yellow  in  his  youth,  darker  as  he  advanced 
in  life,  and  gray  in  his  old  age.  His  forehead  was 
large,  all  his  features  regular,  and  his  complexion 
fair  when  he  was  young,  but  browner  in  his  man- 
hood. He  greatly  excelled  in  riding,  tilting,  and 
in  every  martial  and  manly  exercife.  Hunting  and 
hawking  were  his  favourite  amufements  I2?.  Nor 
were  his  mental  endowments  inferior  to  his  per- 
fon al  perfections.  His  excellent  underflanding 
and  good  fenfe  rendered  him  one  of  the  bed  legif- 
lators,  and  greateft  politicians,  that  ever  filled  the 
throne  of  England.  His  perfonal  courage  and 
military  fkill  were  equally  confpicuous.  He  had  a 
facred  regard  to  juftice,  when  he  was  not  blinded 
byambition.  In  aword,  hewas  induilrious, frugal, 
fober,  and  chafte  ;  a  dutiful  ion,  a  fond  hulband, 
and  a  tender  parent.  But  his  character  was  not 
without  its  blemifhes:  he  was  too  fond  of  power; 
and  would  probably  have  endeavoured  to  render 
himfelf  abfolute,  if  he  had  not  flood  fo  much  in 
need  of  the  love  and  afiiftance  of  his  fubjects  in 
profecuting  his  ambitious  fchemes.  It  was  evi- 
dently this  that  compelled  him  fo  frequently  to 
confirm  the  charters;  which  he  generally  did  with 
an  ill  grace,  and  to  ferve  fome  particular  purpofe. 
The  ambition  of  extending  his  authority  over  all 

127  Walling,  p.43,  44. 
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the  ifle  of  Britain,  was,  in  truth,  the  great  blemifh 
of  this  prince's  character,  which  betrayed  him 
into  many  crimes  and  errors,  and  brought  many 
calamities  on  both  the  Britifh  kingdoms.  As  his 
fch ernes  for  the  reduction  of  Wales  were  fuccefs- 
ful,  the  cruelty  and  iniquity  of  them  have  been 
long  forgotten.  But  his  attempts  on  Scotland, 
having  been  more  unfortunate,  have  appeared 
more  criminal ;  and  his  greateil  admirers  cannot 
deny, — that  he  took  an  ungenerous  advantage 
of  the  unhappy  circumflances  of  the  Scotch 
nation; — that  he  abufed  the  confidence  which 
they  repofed  in  him  ; — and  that  he  committed 
many  acts  of  injuftice  and  cruelty  in  endeavouring 
to  eftablifh  his  dominion  over  them.  It  feems 
indeed  probable,  that  by  labouring  fo  long,  and 
fo  earneftly,  to  purfuade  the  world  of  his  right 
to  the  fovereignty'of  Scotland,  he  at  length  be- 
came perfuaded  of  it  himfelf ;  and  it  mud  alfo 
be  confeffed,  that  the  object  was  fo  defirable, 
and  the  probability  of  obtaining  it  fo  great,  that 
few  ambitious  princes  could  have  refitted  the 
temptation. 

Edward  I.  was  firfl  married  to  the  Princefs  His  chil- 
Eleanor  of  Caftille,  by  whom  he  had  four  fons  and  dren- 
eleven  daughters.    The  three  eldefl  of  thefe  fons, 
John,  Henry,  and  Alphonfo,  died  unmarried,  long 
before  their  father ;  the  youngeft,  Edward,  fur- 
vived,  and  fucceeded  him.  Four  of  the  daughters 
of  this  marriage,  Eleanor,  Joane  of  Acres,  Mar- 
garet,  and  Elizabeth,  were  married  to  the  Earls  of 
BarandGloucefter,  the  Duke  of  Brabant  andEarl 
14  of 
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of  Holland  ;  fix  of  them  died  in  their  infancy  j 
one  of  them,  Mary,  was  a  nun,  and  furvived  her 
father.  Edward's  fecond  queen  was  Margaret 
of  France,  by  whom  he  had  two  fons,  Thomas 
of  Brotherton  Earl  of  Norfolk,  and  Edmund  of 
Woodftoke  Earl  of  Kent,  and  one  daughter, 
Eleanor,  who  died  in  her  infancy. 

Hlftory  of  ALEXANDER  III.  King  of  Scotland,  with  his 
queen,  and  a  fplendid  train  of  his  nobility,  at- 
tended the  coronation  of  his  brother-in-law, 
Edward  I.  at  Weftminfter,  ipth  Auguft  A.D. 
1274. !28  At  that  time  the  greateft  cordiality 
reigned  between  the  two  nations,  as  well  as  the 
two  royal  families.  Soon  after,  the  unhappy 
queflion  about  homage,  as  ufual,  occafioned  fome 
difquiet.  But  as  both  parties  were  then  amicably 
difpofed,  this  difpute  was  compromifed,  by  per- 
mitting Robert  Bruce  Earl  of  Carrick  to  do  ho- 
mage in  the  name  of  Alexander,  and  by  expreffing 
it  in  general  and  ambiguous  terms,  to  be  on  ac- 
count of  the  lands  and  tenements  which  he  held  of 
the  King  of  England  without  any  fpecification.129 
changes  in  Margaret  Queen  of  Scotland  died  about  fix 
the  royal  j^^s  after  ft,e  had  attended  her  brother's  coro- 

ramny  or 

Scotland,  nation;  andfeveralgreatchangestookplaceinthe 
royal  family  of  Scotland  in  a  few  years  '3°.  David, 
the  youngeft  fon  of  Alexander,  died  A.  D.  1281.; 
and  in  that  lame  year  Margaret,  his  only  daughter, 
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was  married  to  Eric  King  of  Norway,  and  died  A.D.  1307. 
A.D.  1283.,  leaving  an  infant  daughter  of  the  '---/ — ' 
fame  name  '3I.     Alexander  Prince  of  Scotland 
married  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  Guy  Earl  of 
Flanders,  A.D.  1283.,  and  died  in  January  A.D. 
1284.,  without  iffue  I32.     Thus,  in  a  fhort  time, 
this  unhappy  prince  loft  his  queen,  and  all  his 
children,  having  only  one  infant  grandchild  left. 

Alexander  III.  after  he  had  been  ten  years  a  Marriage 
widower,  feeing  his  family  fo  weak,  at  the  earned  *"<*  death 
requeft  of  his  nobility,  married  loleta,  daughter  anderin. 
of  the  Earl  of  Dreux.     But  he  was  unhappily 
killed  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe,  near  Kinghorn,  a 
few  months  after  marriage,  i6th  March  A.D. 
1286.,  in   the  forty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  and 
thirty-feventh  of  his  reign. I33 

Hardly  any  prince  was    more   fincerely  la-  Lamented 
mented,  or  longer  remembered,  by  his  fubjecls,  ^  hls  fub- 
than  Alexander  III.  of  Scotland,  both  on  ac- 
count of  the  peace   and  profperity  they  had 
enjoyed  under  his  government,  and  of  the  de- 
plorable calamities  in  which  they  were  involved 
after  his  death. 

The  hiftory  of  Scotland,  from  the  death  of 
Alexander  to  the  death  of  Edward  I.  is  fo  in- 
terwoven with  that  of  England,  that  it  could 
not  be  feparated  from  it,  and  hath  been  already 
related. 


131  Rym.  Feed.  t.4.  p.  3 70.     Ford.  1. 10.  0.37. 
>3>  Rym.  Feed.  torn.  a.  p. 269.     Ford.  1. 10.  0.37. 
!'3  Ford.  1.10.  0.40. 
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SECTION  III. 

The  civil  and  military  hi/lory  of  Britain,  from  the  as>- 
cejffion  of  Edward  II.,  A.D.  1307.  to  the  accejflon  of 
Edward  III.,  A.D.  1327. 

A.D.  1307.  T?  DW ARD  II.,  at  his  accefii  on  to  the  crown  of 
Advan-       X_^  England,  enjoyed  many  great  advantages  ; 
Edward  n.  which  fecmed  to  promife  him  the  monarchy  of 
afhis  ac-    Britain-,  and  a  glorious  and  happy  reign.    He  was 
ceffion.       tjien  in  t|ie  twenty-third  year  of  his  age,  at  the 
head  of  a  mighty  army,  flulhed  with  many  former 
victories,  inflamed  with  the  moft  violent  national 
animofity  againfl  the  Scots,  with  whom  they  had 
been  about  fifteen  years  at  war,  and  animated  with 
the  moft  ardent  defire  of  acquiring  both  riches  and 
honour,  by  the  complete  conqueft  of  their  country. 
But  it  foon  appeared  that  he  was  not  pofTeffed  oi 
talents  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  thefe  advantages. 
Edward          Edward  Ipent  about  three  weeks  at  Carlifle, 
marches      waiting  for  fome  of  his  forces,  receiving  the  ho- 
fend.         mage  of  his  Englifh  barons  and  other  military  te- 
nants of  the  crown,  and  giving  orders  about  his 
father's  funeral,  and  other  matters.     At  length, 
Auguft  i.  A.D.  1307.,  he  began  his  march  into 
Scotland,  directing  his  route  towards  Dumfries, 
havingfummoned  the  nobility  of  Scotland  to  meet 
him  at  that  place,  to  perform  their  homage'. 

1  Chron.  de  Lannercoft. 

Here 
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Here  he  trifled  away  his  time  in  receiving  the  A.D.I.IO;. 
fubmiffions  of  fuch   of  the    Scotch  barons   as  ' — *"—• ' 
obeyed  his  fumrnons,  without  taking  any  vigo- 
rous meafures  for  the  reduction  of  Robert  Bruce 
and  his  followers,    who  were   becoming  daily 
more  formidable. 

As  foon  as  Edward  heard  of  his  father's  death,  Gavafton 
he  difcovered  his  contempt  of  his  own   mofl  recalled- 
folemn  oaths,  and  of  the  dying  injunctions  of  his 
illuftrious  parent,  by  recalling  Piers  Gavafton 
from  banifhment ;  and  while  he  refided  at  Dum- 
fries, he  further  betrayed  his  extravagant  fond- 
nefs  for  that  pernicious  favourite,  by  granting 
him,  Auguft  6.  the  whole  earldom  of  Cornwall, 
and  all  the  great  eflates  of  his  coufin  Edmund, 
which  had  lately  fallen  to  the  crown.1 

Edward  paid  no  greater  regard  to  the  laft  and  Edward 
moft  earned  of  his  father's  admonitions,  to  profe-  ^tu™sto 

England. 

cute  the  war  againft  Scotland  with  the  greateft 
vigour,  and  never  to  defifl  until  he  had  made  an 
entire  conqueft  of  that  country.  For  from  the  very 
beginning  of  his  reign  he  allowed  that  war  to  lan- 
guid, and  advanced  no  further  than  to  Cum- 
nock,  in  the  fhire  of  Ayr,  where  he  continued  only 
a  few  days.  Becoming  weary  even  of  thefha- 
dow  of  war,  and  impatient  to  embrace  his  return- 
ing favourite  Gavafton,  having  conftituted  Aymer 
de  Valence,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  guardian  of  Scot- 
land, he  difbanded  a  great  part  of  his  army,  and 
returned  to  England  in  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember. 3 

1  Rymer,  t.  3 .  p.  i,  a,  3.    J.  de  Trokelow.    M.  Malmlburienf.  p.  95. 
3  Rymer,  t. 3.  p.;. 

Thefe 
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A.D.  1307.      Thefe  firft  tranfactions  of  Edward's  reign  gave 

' 'r~^J  the  people  of  England  very  unfavourable  impref- 

liberaiity  fions,  both  of  the  difpofitions  and  abilities  of  their 
to  Gavaf-  new  king ;  and  the  events  which  followed  ferved 
flill  further  to  confirm  thefe  impreffions.  As  foon 
as  the  favourite  Gavafton  arrived  at  court,  he  was 
loaded  with  wealth  and  honours,  and  had  the  en- 
tire direction  both  of  the  King  and  kingdom. 
The  faithful  fervants  of  the  late  king  were  the 
firft  who  felt  the  fatal  effects  of  the  favourite's 
unbounded  fway.  The  chancellor,  treafurer, 
barons  of  the  exchequer,  and  judges  of  both 
benches,  were  all  turned  out  of  their  places;  and 
fome  of  them,  particularly  Walter  de  Langton, 
treafurer,  imprifoned,  and  treated  with  great 
feverity4.  The  places  of  thefe  difcarded  minif- 
ters  and  judges  were  filled  by  the  creatures  of  the 
favourite.  Edward,  not  yet  weary  of  conferring 
benefits  on  his  beloved  Gavafton,  gave  him  a  ftill 
ftronger  proof  of  his  unbounded  affection,  by 
introducing  him  into  the  royal  family  and  be- 
ftowing  his  own  niece,  fifter  of  the  young  Earl 
of  Gloucefter,  upon  him  in  marriage- .  Nay, when 
this  infatuated  prince  failed  to  Boulogne,  in  Ja- 
nuary 1308.,  to  celebrate  his  nuptials  with  the 
Princefs  Ifabella,  daughter  of  the  King  of  France, 
to  whom  he  had  already  been  efpoufed  by  proxy, 
pafh'ng  by  the  princes  of  the  blood,  and  all  the 
ancient  nobility  of  England,  he  conflituted  Ga- 
vafton guardian  of  the  kingdom  in  his  abfence, 


4  Walfingham,  p.  96.    J.  de  Trokelowe,  p. 4.    Heming.  1. 1.  p.  244. 

5  Heroing.  vol.i.  p  245.     Mon.  Malmf.  p.96. 

with 
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with  more  extenfive  powers  than  had  ever  been  AJXIJO;. 
granted  to  any  former  guardian. 6 

Such  an  aftonifhing  profufion  of  royal  favour  Mifcon- 
was  enough  to  have  excited  envy  againil  a  perfon  rjavaftoiu 
of  the  greateil  prudence  and  humility.   But  thefe 
virtues  conftituted  no  part  of  the  character  of  this 
worthlefs  minion.   On  the  contrary,  he  was  vain 
and  infolent  in  the  higheft  degree;  and  made  the 
moil  oftentatious  and  provoking  difplays  of  his 
perfonal  accomplifhments,  and  of  his  power  and 
riches.     Some  of  the  nobility  he  offended  by  his 
fatirical  wit ;  fome  he  affronted  by  his  fuperior 
addrefs  in  tournaments,  the  favourite  diverfion 
of  the  great  in  thefe  times  :  and  he  enraged  them 
all  by  engroffing  the  royal  favour  and  bounty, 
and  depriving  them  of  that  (hare  in  the  confi- 
dence and  liberality  of  their  fovereign,  and  in  the 
management  of  public  affairs,    to   which  they 
thought  themfelves  entitled  by  their  birth  and 
ilation  7.     Thus,  while  Gavafton   was  beloved 
beyond  meafure  by  his  deluded  fovereign,  he  was 
abhorred  and  hated  with  the  greateft  violence, 
both  by  the  nobility  and  common  people  ;  who 
never  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  ihew  him  the 
lead  refpecl,  or   call  him  by  any  other  name 
than  that  of  Piers  Gavqfton,  though  a  ridicu- 
lous proclamation  was  iflued  by  the  King,  com- 
manding all  men  to  give  him  the  title  of  Earl  of 
Cornwall  in  common  converfation. 8 

'  Rymer,  1.3.  p.  47.  53.     Ypodig.  Neuftriae,  p-499. 
7  Waiting,  p. 97.     J. Trokelovre,  p.  6. 
*  Mont  Malmf.  p.  9  8. 

Edward 
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AJD.i3o8.      Edward  returned  from  France  on  the  yth  of 
' — ]r~~J  February,  accompanied  with  a  fplendid  train  of 

Edward's  J'. 

marriage     French  princes  and  noblemen,  and  was  crowned, 

and  coro-  together  with  his  young  queen,  in  Weftminfter 
abbey,  on  the  25th  of  the  fame  month.9 

indigna-  Though  Edward  was  now  married  to  a  young 
an^  beautiful  princefs,  it  foon  appeared  that  (he 
poflerTed  a  very  fmall  mare  of  his  affections ;  and 

Cavafton.  fa^  ]^s  fondnefs  for  his  favourite  was  not  in 
the  lead  diminimed.  He  beftowed  upon  Gavaf- 
ton  all  the  rich  prefents  which  he  had  received 
from  the  King  of  France  at  his  marriage ;  he 
allowed  him  to  plunder  the  treafury  of  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds,  befides  jewels  left  by  the 
late  King;  andheappointedhimto'carrythecrown 
at  the  coronation,  where  he  far  outflione  all  the 
nobility,  and  even  the  King  himfelf,  in  the 
iplendour  and  richnefs  of  his  drefs10.  Thefe 
and  many  other  marks  which  the  King  daily 
gave  of  his  extravagant  fondnefs  for  his  favourite, 
inflamed  the  refentment  of  the  nobility  to  the 
greateft  height,  and  made  them  refolved  to  tear 
the  infolent  minion  from  behind  the  throne,  and 
drive  him  out  of  the  kingdom.  Thomas  Earl 
of  Lancafter,  the  King's  coufin-german,  the 
richeft  and  moil  powerful  nobleman  in  the  king- 
dom, was  at  the  head  of  the  difcontented  ba- 
rons, who  had  a  meeting  in  the  refectory  of 
Weftminfter  abbey,  a  few  days  after  the  corona- 
tion,  and  petitioned  the  King  to  banifti  Gavafton 

9  Walfing.  p. 95,  96.      Rymer,  t.  3.  p-59- 

10  Rymer,  1.3.  p.  63,  &c.     M.Weftmonlt.  Contin. 

out 


Chap.i.  Se<a.3.    CIVIL  AND  MILITARY. 

out  of  the  kingdom.  But  he  declined  giving  any  Aj).i308. 
anfwer  to  this  petition  till  after  Eafter,  when  the 
parliament  was  to  meet11.  The  barons,  being 
fenfible  that  force  alone  could  prevail  upon  the 
King  to  grant  a  petition  fo  contrary  to  his  incli- 
nation, employed  the  interval  in  providing  fuch 
a  force;  and  had  feveral  meetings,  at  Ware, 
Northampton,  and  other  places ;  in  which 
they  bound  themfelves  by  oath  to  fland  by 
one  another  inprocuring  the  banifhtnent  of 
Gavafton. IZ 

Theparliament  met  at  Weftminfter  on  the  28th  Pariia- 
of  April;  to  which  the  Earl  of  Lancafter,  and  the  ment* 
barons  of  his  party,  came,  attended  with  fo  great 
an  armed  force,  that  the  King  was  in  no  condi- 
tion to  deny  them  any  thing.  Their  demands, 
however,  were  more  moderate  than  might  have 
been  expected.  They  infilled  only,  that  Gavaf- 
ton fhould  be  banifhed  out  of  England  for  life ; 
that  he  fhould  depart  out  of  the  kingdom  before 
Midfummer  next,  and  take  an  oath  never  to 
return ;  without  requiring  the  confifcation  of 
his  great  eflate,  or  calling  him  to  account  for 
the  immenfe  fums  of  the  public  money  which 
he  had  converted  to  his  own  ufe  13.  The  King, 
though  with  extreme  reluctance,  confented  to 
the  banifhment  of  his  favourite,  and  granted  his 
letters-patent  to  that  purpofe. I4 

11  M.Weftmonft.  Contin. 

"  Chron.  St.Auguft. 

"  Trivit.  Contin.  p  5.     Heming.  p.  345. 

H  Rymer,  1.3.  p.8c. 

As 
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A.D.i3o8.      As  foon  as  the  parliament  was  difmuTed,  Ed- 
~*~^  -  '  ward  gave  his  favourite  frefh  proofs  of  his  unabat- 
lord  ing  fondnefs,bygrantinghimfeveral  large  eftates, 


lieutenant  both  in  England  and  Gafcony  '5  ;  and  when  he 
found  it  impoifible  to  retain  him  any  longer  near 
his  perfon,  without  incurring  both  the  cenfures  of 
the  church  and  the  dangers  of  a  civil  war,  inflead 
offending  him  into  Gafcony,  as  the  difcontented 
barons  expected,  he  appointedhimlordlieutenant 
of  Ireland,  and  accompanied  him  to  Briftol  in  his 
way  to  that  kingdom  16.  Gavaflon  fpent  about  a 
year  in  Ireland,  living  in  royal  fplendour,  and 
difplaying  his  military  (kill  and  courage,  of  which 
he  porTeffed  a  confiderable  fhare,  in  taking  fome 
caftles,  and  defeating  fome  parties  of  the  rebel- 
lious Irilh.  I? 

A.D.I309.  In  the  mean  time  Edward  bore  the  abfence  of 
Ga™fton  his  favourite  with  great  impatience,  and  employed 
every  art  to  pave  the  way  for  his  return.  He  pre- 
vailed with  the  Pope  to  abfolveGavafton  from  the 
oath  which  he  had  taken  never  to  return  to  Eng- 
land s  ;  andgreatlyfoftenedthe  refentments  of  his 
moft  powerful  enemies  by  favours  and  promifes'9. 
When  all  things  were  thus  prepared,  the  favourite 
was  recalled,  and  the  infatuated  prince  flew  to  meet 
him  at  Chefter,  about  the  end  of  June  I309.20,  and 

s  Rymer,  1.3.  p.  8  7,  &c. 

'  Id.  ibid.  p.  92,  93.     M.Malmf.  Vita  Edward!  II.  p.ioe. 

7  Daniel's  Hift.  Ed.  II.  in  Kenet's  Hift.  rol.i.  p.  104. 

8  Rymer,  1.3.  p.Qi. 

'  Id.  ibid.  p.  78.     M.Malmf.  p.iox. 
"  Leland's  Colled,  vol.  i.  p.»4«- 

received 
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.received  him  with  the  greateft  tranfports  of'joy,  A.D.^OQ. 
and  all  the  marks  of  the  mod  fond  affe6lion.  *—  ~*~" J 
Edward  had  at  this  time  fo  far  regained  the  con- 
fidence of  his  nobility  and  other  fubjecls,  by  many 
great  conceflions  which  he  had  made  them  *',  that 
he  prevailed  with  the  parliament,  which  met  at 
Stamford,  July  26.,  to  approve  of  Gavafton's  re- 
turn, and  confent  to  his  remaining  in  England 
unmolefted. 

If  Edward  and  his  favourite  had  been  capable  Mifcon- 
of  becoming  wifer  by  their  paft  difficulties,  they  £^a°rd 
might  have  enjoyed  their  prefent  tranquillity  and  Ga- 
muchlongerthantheydid.  Butbeingbothequally  vafton- 
vain  and  thoughtlefs,  they  abandoned  themfelves 
to  the  moft  extravagant  demonflrations  of  joy. 
Nothing  was  to  be  feen  at  court  but  the  moft  mag- 
nificent and  expenfive  feafts,  balls,  and  tourna- 
ments;  at  all  which  Gavafton  made  the  moft 
confpicuous  figure,  and  eclipfed  all  the  ancient 
nobility  by  the  richnefs  and  fplendour  of  his 
appearance,    and  the  luftre  of  royal  favour". 
Beiides  this  provoking  difplay  of  his  profperity,  fo 
apt  to  excite  envy,  he  inflamed  the  refentment  of 
fome  of  the  moft  powerful  barons,  by  turning 
them  into  ridicule,  and  giving  them  opprobrious 
and  difsfraceful  nicknames,  calling  the  Earl  of 

o  *  o 

Lancafter,  the  firft  prince  of  the  blood,  and  moft 
potent  nobleman  in  the  kingdom,  the  Stage* 
player  ;  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  Jofeph  the  Jew; 
the  Earl  of  Warwick,  the  Black  dog  ofArdene,  &c. 

31  See  chap.  3.  M  M.Malmf.'p.io3. 
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This  imprudent  conduct  very  foon  produced  its 
natural  confequences,  and  Gavafton  became  the 
obje6l  of  univerfal  deteftation.  The  difcon  tented 
lords  began  to  draw  together,  and  appointed  tour- 
naments in  feveral  places,  as  a  plauiible  pretence 
for  their  meetings,  which  were  in  reality  deiigned 
for  contriving  the  deftruction  of  the  favourite.13 

A.D.i3io.  The  King,  in  order  to  avoid  the  gathering 
ftorm,made  a  progrefs  into  the  north,  and  called  a 
parliament,  to  meet  at  York,  on  the  1 8th  of  Octo- 
ber, in  which  Gavafton  took  his  place  as  Earl  of 
Cornwall.  But  the  difcontented  and  now  confe- 
derated barons,  pretending  to  dread  fome  danger 
to  their  perfons  from  the  power  and  treachery  of 
the  favourite,  refilled  to  attend  this  parliament ; 
which,  for  that  reafon,  was  adjourned  to  meet  at 
the  fame  place  on  the  3d  of  February  A.  D. 
i3io.24  The  fame  caufe  rendered  this  fecond 
meeting  ineffectual.  The  King,  who  was  in  great 
diftrefs  for  money,  being  at  length  convinced  that 
he  could  obtain  no  aid  from  his  parliament,  while 
the  object  of  his  affection,  and  of  their  deteftation, 
was  in  view,  refolved  to  part  with  his  favourite 
for  a  time,  and  fent  him  out  of  the  way. 

change  in  After  the  departure  of  Gavafton,  the  confede- 
rated lords  no  longer  refufed  to  come  to  a  parlia- 
ment, which  met  at  Weftminfter  in  Lent  13  io.25; 
but  they  came  attended  (contrary  to  a  royal  pro- 


'l  Rymer,  1.3.  p. 208.  a»2>  &c. 

H  Heming.  1. 1.  p.  246. 

*  Id.  ibid.  Mon.  Malmf.  p.  104. 

clamation) 


the  confti- 
tution. 
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clamation z6)  with  fuch  numbers  of  armed  follow- 
ers,  that  they  were  entire  matters  both  of  king 
and  parliament.  This  enabled  them  to  make  that 
temporary  change  in  the  conftitution,  more  fully 
related  in  the  third  chapter  of  this  book ;  and 
of  inverting  twelve  of  their  own  number,  under 
the  title  of  Ordainers,  with  a  kind  of  dictatorial 
authority,  which  they  were  to  enjoy  till  Michael- 
mas in  the  year  following  ;  and  the  King  grant- 
ed a  commiflion  for  chuling  thefe  ordainers  on 
the  i6th  March  1310.  *7 

After  Edward  had  made  this  great  conceffion  Edward 
to  pleafe  the  confederated  barons,  and  the  other  refolves  to 

prolecute 

bufinefs  of  this  feffion  of  parliament  was  ended,  the  war 
he  began  to  turn  his  views  northward,  and  to  ™*  Scot" 
think  of  doing  fomething  in  earneft  in  the  war 
with  Scotland,  which  had  languished  ever  fince 
his  acceffion  to  the  throne. l8 

If  Edward  had  profecuted  the  war  with  Scot-  Robert 
land,  in  the  firfl  year  of  his  reign,  with  any  vi-  r^es  a 
gour,  the  total  and  final  conqueft  of  that  coun-  great  part 
try  would,  in  all  human  probability,  have  been 
the  confequence.     All  the  places  of  ftrength  in 
that  kingdom  were  already  in  his  pofleffion  ;  the 
far  greateft  part  of  the  nobility  and  people  had 
fubmitted  to  the  Englifh  government ;  the  po- 
tent family  of  the  Corny  ns,  with  fome  others,  had 
cordially  embraced  the  Englifh  intereft  ;  and  a 
long  and  dangerous  ficknefs  with  which  Robert 
Bruce,  the  new  King  of  Scots,  was  feized  at  that 

36  Rymer,  t»i«  p.aoo.  *7  Ryley,  p.jz6.    Rymer,  1.3. 

p.»04.  340.  28  Rymer,  1.3.  p.aaa. 

K  2  time, 
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A.D.IJIO.  time,  would  have  facilitated  the  fuccefs  of  the 
*"  /"""J  enterprife.  But  Edward,  by  his  hafty  return  in- 
to England,  and  the  fubfequent  errors  of  his 
conduct,  loft  all  thefe  advantages,  never  to  be  re- 
gained. For  as  foon  asBruce  recovered  his  health, 
he  applied  himfelfwith  great  fpirit  to  improve  the 
favourable  opportunity  which  the  imprudence  of 
Edward,  and  the  diftra&ioris  of  the  EngliQi  go- 
vernment put  into  his  hand;  and  by  a  feries  of 
wife,  vigorous,  and  fuccefsful  meaiures,  in  the 
fpace  of  three  years  he  reduced  all  Scotland,  ex- 
cept a  few  fortrefTes,  under  his  obedience. 
Edward  At  length  Edward  fummoned  all  the  military 

Scotland.  vaur>a^s  °^  *ne  crown  to  meet  him  at  Berwick, 
with  their  troops,on  the  8th  of  September  1310., 
in  order  to  an  expedition  into  Scotland.  This 
fummons  was  but  ill  obeyed  ;  feveral  of  the  con- 
federated lords  remaining  in  London  to  attend 
the  twelve  ordainers,  who  were  employed  in 
preparing  their  ordinances  for  the  reformation 
of  the  government29.  Edward,  however,  marched 
into  Scotland  at  the  head  of  a  confiderable 
army  ;  and  Bruce  declining  an  engagement,  and 
retiring  into  the  north,  he  advanced  as  far  as 
Linlithgow  without  feeing  an  enemy  :  but  was 
foon  obliged,  for  want  of  provifions,  to  return 
with  his  army  to  Berwick.  He  fpent  the  winter 
in  this  place,  happy  in  the  fociety  of  his  beloved 
Gavaflon,  who  had  lately  emerged  from  his 
retreat. 3<> 


19  Mon.  Malmf.  p.  ioj>  106.     Hemln?.  p.  247,  348. 
3C  Id.  ibid. 
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Edward  fent  his  favourite  with  an  army  into  A.D.i3n. 
Scotland  (in  March  i  ?  1 1 .),  to  gather  laurels,  and  ^    v — -* 

.    Gavafton't 

abate  the  general  odium  againtt  him.    Gavalton  expedition 
penetrated  a  great  way  into  the  country;  but  not  >nto  Scot- 
being  able  to  bring  the  Scots  to  an  engagement, 
he  returned  without  performing  any  action  of 
eclat.  After  his  return,  Edward  fet  out  for  Lon- 
don to  hold  a  parliament,  which  was  fummoned 
to  meet  there  on  the  8th  of  Augufl,  and  con- 
tinued to  fit  till  the  i  oth  of  October. 

In  this  parliament  the  famous  ordinances  com- 
pofed  by  the  twelve  ordainers  were  debated;  and 
at  length,  with  much  reluctance,  confirmed  by 
the  King,  and  fworn  to  by  the  lords  and  com- 
mons, and  copies  of  them,  under  the  great  feal, 
fent  to  all  the  ftieriffs  of  England. 3I 

By  one  article  ofthefe  ordinances, Piers Gavaf-  Gavaftoa 
ton  was,  for  many  crimes  therein  enumerated,  to  baniihed' 
be  bammed  for  ever  out  of  all  the  King's  domi- 
nions, and  to  depart  before  the  ift  of  November 
next,  under  the  penalty  of  being  treated  as  a 
common  enemy  to  the  King  and  kingdom.  ** 

After  his  favourite  was*  thus  once  more  torn 
from  him,  Edward  retired  into  the  north,  arid 
took  up  his  refidence  at  York.  Unable  to  live 
long  without  his  beloved  Gavafton,  he  recalled 
him  from  Flanders,  the  place  of  his  retreat33; 
received  him  at  his  arrival  with  the  greateil 


31  Mon.  Malmf.  p. no — 113.     J.  de  Trokelowe,  p.  7,  8. 
Brady's  Hift.  vol.j.  p. toa.  119.     Append.  No.jo,  &c. 

32  Mon.  Malmf.  p.  114,  &c.  "  J. Trokelowe,  p.*. 
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A.D.I3I2.  tranfports  of  joy;  heaped  new  favours  upon  him  ; 
^ »      '  and  publifhed   a  proclamation,  declaring   that 

hisbanifhment  had  been  illegal.34 

Civil  war.  This  imprudent  meafure  rekindled  the  refent- 
ment  of  the  confederated  barons ;  who  immedi-: 
ately  drew  together,  raifed  an  army,  and,  having 
appointed  the  Earl  of  Lancafter  their  general, 
directed  their  march  northward35.  The  confede- 
rates now  received  a  great  acceffion  of  flrength, 
by  the  junction  of  the  Earl  of  Warrenne  to  their 
party,  and  by  the  general  diflatisfaction  with  the 
King,  and  rage  againft  the  favourite,  which  pre- 
vailed amongfl  the  people. 

Edward         In  the  mean  time,  the  King  andGavafton  fpent 

and  Ga-     their  time  in  pleafure,  and  in  the  molt  profound 

tire.          fecurity,  at  York,  without  taking  any  meafures 

to  meet  or  diffipate  the  approaching  ftorm.    At 

length,  when  they  heard  that  the  confederate 

army  was  near,  they  retired  firft  to  Newcaftle, 

and  then  to  Tinmouth,   where  they  embarked 

with  a  fmall  retinue,  and  arrived  at  Scarborough. 

The  King  having  put  Gavafton  into  the  caflle  of 

that  place,  which  was  efteemed  impregnable, 

marched  on  to  York,  in  order  to  raife  an  army, 

to  make  head  againft  his  enemies. 3"' 

Garafton        As  foon  as  the  Earl  of  Lancafter  received  intel- 

befieged     Hgence  of  this,  he  marched  from  Newcaftle,  and, 

borougii     detaching  the  Earls  of  Pembroke  and  Surry,  and 

caftle,  and 
taken. 

34  Rym.  Feed.  1.3.  p.  298. 

35  Walfing.  p.ioo.     J.Trokelowe,  p.  10.     Mon.  Malmf.  p.iiS. 
•'"  Walfing. p.ioi.     Mon.  Malmf.  p.  119.     J.Trokelowe,  p. 1 6. 
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Henry  de  Percy,  with  a  fufficient  body  of  troops,  A.D.i3ia. 
to  beliege  the  caftle  of  Scarborough,  he  pofted  v — v- •— ' 
himfelf  between  that  place  and  York,  to  prevent 
all  communication  between  the  King  and  Gavaf- 
ton  37.  The  King,  trembling  for  the  fafety  of  his 
favourite,  and  unable  to  relieve  him  by  force,  fent 
his  royal  mandate  to  the  befiegers,  commanding 
them  to  defift  from  their  enterprife33.  But  flight- 
ing this  command,  they  puttied  the  fiege  with 
vigour;  and  Gavafton,  finding  the  place  deftitute 
of  provifions  for  a  long  defence,  capitulated  on 
the  ipth  of  May ;  and  furrendered  himfelf  to  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Henry  de  Percy,  on  condi- 
tion that  he  fhould  be  kept  fafe  in  their  cuftody 
till  the  firft  of  Auguil  next ;  that  in  the  mean 
time  endeavours  fhould  be  tifed  for  bringing 
about  a  general  accommodation ;  but  if  that  did 
not  take  place,  he  (hould  then  be  reftored  to  the 
caftle  of  Scarborough,  in  the  fame  condition  in 
which  he  left  it :  and  for  the  obfervation  of  thefe 
conditions  thefe  two  noblemen  pledged  all  their 
lands. 39 

The  Earl  of  Pembroke  having  thus  got  the  Gavafton 
perfon  of  the  hated  Gavafton  into  his  poffeffion,  executed- 
conducted  him  to  the  caftle  of  Deddington,  near 
Banbury,  in  Oxfordfhire.    Here  the  Earl  left  him 
in  the  cuftody  of  his  fervants,  and  went  to  fpend  a 
few  days  with  his  lady,  who  redded  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood 40.    In  the  mean  time,  on  Saturday  1 7th 

•"  J. Trokelowe,  p.  17.  3"  Rym.  Feed.  1.3.  p.  327,  328. 

39  Rym.  Foed.  1.3.  p.  3  34.     Mon.  Malmf.  p.iao. 

40  Walling,  p.ioi.     T.  de  la  More,  p-593. 
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A.D  131 ».  June,  very  early  in  the  morning,  the  caftle  of 
*- — v — '  Deddington  was  befet  by  a  great  body  of  armed 
men,  commanded,  by  Guy  Earl  of  Warwick ;  and 
Gavafton  finding  his  guards  neither  able  nor 
willing  to  defend  him,  furrendered  himfelf  into 
the  hands  of  that  earl,  his  moft  furious  and  im- 
placable enemy,  who  carried  him  to  his  caftle  of 
Warwick.  As  foon  as  this  event  was  known,  the 
Earls  of  Lancafter,  Hereford,  and  Arundel,  the 
chiefs  of  the  confederacy,  repaired  to  Warwick ; 
and  after  fome  confutation  they  agreed  to  put 
their  prifoner  to  death,  as  a  traitor  and  public 
enemy,  without  any  regard  to  the  capitulation, 
and  without  any  formal  trial.  In  confequence  of 
this  refolution,  on  the  ifl  July,  the  three  earls 
with  their  followers  conducted  the  wretched 
Gavafton  to  Blacklow-hill,  near  Warwick,  where 
they  beheld  his  head  fevered  from  his  body  by 
the  hands  of  the  executioner,  with  fome  degree 
of  that  favage  pleafure  which  party-rage  is  too 
apt  to  infpire  on  fuch  occafions. 4I 

Peace  be-        Edward,  when  he  received  the  news  of  his  be- 
tween Ed-  loved  favourite's  death,  was  filled  with  inexpreffi- 
th^confe-   ble  grief,  and  with  the  moft  furious  refentment 
derated      againftits  authors4*.  He  haftened  to  London,  and 
applied  himfelf  with  uncommon  fpirit,  to  collect 
money,  and  raife  an  army:  but  as  he  had  loft  the 
affections  of  thegreateftpartof  his  fubjects,  his  en- 


41  Dugdalis  Baron,  vol.z.  p.44.    Walfing.p.ioi.    T.  de  la  More, 
p-592.     Mon.  Malmf.  p.  123.     J.  Trokelowe,  p.  r8. 

42  Mon.  Malmf.  p.  is6. 
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deavours  were  not  very  fuccefsful;  and  he  foon  A.D.i3i». 
heard,  that  the  confederated  barons  were  ap- 
preaching  the  capital  at  the  head  of  a  much  more 
powerful  army  than  he  could  bring  into  the  field. 
This difpofed him  toliften  to  milder  counfels;  and 
the  Count  of  Evreux,  the  Queen's  uncle,  Cardinal 
Arnaud,  the  Pope's  nuncio,  andthe  Earls  of'Glou- 
cefter  and  Richmond,  interpoling  their  good 
offices,  a  treaty  was  fet  on  foot  between  the  King 
and  the  barons.  While  this  treaty  was  depending, 
the  Queen  was  delivered  of  her  eldeft  fon,  Prince 
Edward,  at  Windfor,  on  the  i3th  of  November43. 
This  happy  event  is  faid  to  have  put  the  King  into 
fuch  a  good  humour,  that  it  contributed  greatly 
to  facilitate  the  fuccefs  of  the  negotiations  j  and  a 
pacification  was  concluded,  December  20.,  on  the 
following  terms :  "  That  the  barons  fhould  come 
*e  before  the  King  in  Weftminfter-hall,  and  afk 
"  his  pardon  on  their  knees;  that  they  fliould 
"  reftore   the  horfes,  arms,  jewels,  plate,  &c. 
"  belonging  to  Gavafton,  which  they  had  feized 
"  at  Newcaftle;  and  that  a  full  pardon  fhould  be 
"  patted  in  the  next  parliament  to  the  barons  and 
**  their  adherents,  for  the  death  of  Gavafton, 
"  and  all  other  crimes  and  mifdemeanors."  44 

Though  the  armies  on  both  fides  were  difband- 
ed,  and  fome  appearance  of  tranquillity  reftored  The  King 
by  thispacification,the  reconciliation  bet  ween  the  *"flt  $^e 

court  of 
France. 

4J  Rymeri  Feed.  1.3.  p.3j8. 

44  Id.  ibid.  p.  366,  367,  368.     Walfing.  p.  103.     J.  Trokelowe, 
p.  19,  ao.     Mon,  Malmf.  p.  1*9 — 131. 
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A.D.i3i3.  King  and  the  barons  was  far  from  being  cordial. 

i^, — /  Edward,  who  had  not  yet  forgot  his  refentment 
for  the  death  of  his  favourite,  was  in  no  hafte  to 
call  a  parliament,  and  grant  the  pardon  he  had 
promifed;  and  the  barons,  jealous  of  his  ill  inten- 
tions, kept  at  a  diftance  fro'm  court,  and  in  a  pof- 
ture  of  defence.  Whilft  affairs  were  in  this  unfet- 
tled  ilate,  Edward,  having  conftiiuted  his  nephew 
the  Earl  of  Gloucefter  guardian  of  the  kingdom, 
embarked  at  Dover  for  France,  May  23.,  with  his 
Queen,  and  a  fpendid  retinue,  to  be  prefent  at  the 
knighting  and  coronation  of  Lewis  King  of  Na- 
varre, his  brother-in-law,  on  June  3.,  at  Paris45. 
Before  his  departure  a  parliament  had  been  called 
to  meet  at  Weftminfter  July  8.,  and  he  fent  over  a 
commiflion  to  the  Bifliops  of  Bath  and  Worcefter, 
and  the  Earls  of  Gloucefter  and  Richmond,  to 
hold  that  parliament46.  But  his  abfence  rendered 
this  meeting  abortive,  and  increafed  the  difcon- 
tent  and  jealoufy  of  the  barons,  who  now  became 
impatient  to  obtain  the  promifed  pardon,  and 
began  to  talk  of  having  recourfe  to  arms. 

King  and        The  King  arriving  from  France  July  16.,  and 

barons  re-  being  made  fenfible  that  it  was  dangerous  to  trifle 

eonciled.  .  .       .         .._  ° 

any  longer  with  the  uncontented  barons,  fum- 
moned  a  parliament  to  meet,  September  23.,  at 
Weftminfter47.  At  this  parliament,  by  the  me- 
diation of  the  Queen,  the  prelates,  and  the  Earl  of 

Gloucefter,  the  pacification  between  the  King  and 

• 

*5  Rymeri  Feed.  t.3.  p-39j.  **  Id.  ibid.  p. 42*. 

47  Id.  ibid.  1.3.  p.  4 1 6. 
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the  barons  was  completed.  The  barons  came  into 
Weftminfter-hall,and  implored  the  King's  pardon 
on  their  knees :  the  King  publiflied  a  general 
pardon  to  the  barons  and  all  their  adherents, 
October  16.,  and  the  day  after  he  granted  par- 
ticular pardons,  under  the  great  feal,  to  the  Earls 
of  Lancafter,  Hereford,  and  Warwick,  and  about 
five  hundred  knights  and  gentlemen  of  their 
party,  by  name48.  The  King  feafted  the  Earl  of 
Lancafter  and  the  barons  of  his  party,  and  was 
feafted  by  them  ;  and  as  a  ftill  more  fubftantial 
proof  of  their  reconciliation,  the  barons  and 
knights  of  fhires  granted  the  King  a  twentieth, 
and  the  citizens  and  burgefies  a  fifteenth,  of 
their  moveables,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the 
war  againft  Scotland. 49  , 

Robert  Bruce,  who  was  now  generally  acknow- 
ledged  by  his  own  fubjects,  and  by  foreign  na-  State  of 
tions,  as  King  of  Scots,  having  made  the  bed  ad- 
vantage of  thefe  dhTenfions,  which  reigned  fo  long 
in  England,  had  reduced  all  Scotland  under  his 
obedience  before  the  beginning  of  the  year  13 14., 
except  the  caflles  of  Stirling,  Dunbar,  and  Ber- 
wick. Hehadalforeltored  order  to  the  civil  govern- 
ment, and  authority  to  the  laws;  extinguithedthe 
Englifh faction, revived  thefpirits,  and  united  the 
hearts,  of  the  Scots,  in  defence  of  their  king  and 
country.  Nay,  this  wife  and  intrepid  prince  had 
even  made  feveral  bold  incurfions  into  England, 
and  returnedloaden  with  the  fpoils  of  his  enemies.50 

*8  Ryraeri  Feed.  1.3.  p-443-  445«  447- 
.    «»  Mon.  Malmf.  p.  141.  so  Id.  p.  144. 
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A.D.I3M-  It  was  now  high  time  for  the  Engltfh,  as  foon 
* — * — '  as  their  internal  tranquillity  was  reftored,  to 
prepares  think  ferioufly  of  avenging  thefe  injuries,  and  re- 
for  a  for-  covering  the  dominion  of  Scotland,  which  they 
to^fion  of  had  loft  V  their  inteftine  broils.  With  thefe 
Scotland,  views,  Edward  applied  with  great  vigour  to  the 
railing  of  money,  collecting  provifions,  arms, 
{hips,  and  forces,  for  a  formidable  expedition  in- 
to Scotland,  which  might  decide  the  fate  of  that 
kingdom  at  a  fingle  blow,  and  reduce  it  once 
more  under  theEnglifli  yoke51.  He  inlifted  troops 
in  Flanders,  and  other  foreign  countries ;  lent  for 
his  military  vaffals  in  Gafcony,  Ireland,  and 
Wales  j  and  fummoned  all  the  warlike  power  of 
England  to  meet  him  at  Newcaille  upon  Tyne, 
three  weeks  after  Eafter52.  The  Earls  of  Lancafter, 
Arundel,  Surry,  and  Warwick,  only  fent  their 
vaffals,  not  thinking  fit  to  truft  themfelves  in  the 
King's  power".  But  in  general  this  ftimmons  was 
fb  well  obeyed,  that  Edward  found  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  greateft  army  that  ever  marched  out 
of  England  into  Scotland,  attended  by  an  incredi- 
ble number  of  carriages,  loaded  with  arms,  pro- 
vifions, and  baggage  of  all  kinds54.  Every  thing 
being  ready,  he  moved  from  Berwick,  June  18., 
directing  his  march  towards  Stirling  cattle,  the 
relief  of  which  was  the  immediate  object  of  this 
mighty  armament,  and  arrived  by  eafy  marches, 
and  without  any  oppofition,  within  three  miles  of 

51  Rymeri  Feed.  1.3.  p.  43*.  463.  475. 

57  Id.  ibid.  p. 476,  477,  &c. 

53  Waiting,  p.  104.  54  Mon.  Malmf.  p.J46>  147- 
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that  place,  on  June  24.  Here  the  Scotch  army 
prefented  itfelf  to  view,  drawn  up  on  the  north 
banks  of  the  little  river  Bannock,  directly  in  the 
road  to  Stirling. 5S 

Scotland  had  been  fo  long  in  a  flate  of  war,  and  Number 
fo  often  defolated  by  the  Englifh  armies  under  an.d  dlfP°" 

-r<  i       "     i  T        i          .  i  •    i      •    11*  i    fition  or 

Jkaward  1.,  that  it  was  now  thinly  inhabited  ;  and  the  Scotch 
King  Robert,  with  all  his  efforts,  could  not  collect 
above  thirty  thoufand  men  to  defend  his  crown 
and  kingdom  againfl  fo  formidable  an  invafion. 
With  this  army,  however,  being  the  greatefl  he 
could  raife,  he  refolved  to  fland  his  ground,  de- 
pending on  their  determined  courage,  and  de- 
clared refolution  to  die  or  conquer.  He  chofe  his 
ground  with  great  judgment,  having  a  mountain 
on  his  right,  a  morafs  on  his  left,  and  a  fmall  river 
in  front.  To  render  the  approach  of  the  enemies' 
cavalry,  in  which  they  abounded,  (till 'more  dif- 
ficult and  dangerous,  he  had  dug  many  pits  along 
the  banks  of  the  river,  into  which  he  had  driven 
flakes,  fharpened  at  the  head,  and  very  artfully 
covered  them  with  turfs  and  ruflies55.  There  were 
fome  fkirmifhes  between  detached  parties  of  ca- 
valry on  the  evening  in  which  the  armies  came  in 
fight ;  in  one  of  which  the  King  of  Scots  gave  a 
proof  of  his  ftrength,  dexterity,  and  courage,which 
greatly  raifed  the  hopes  of  his  army,  by  cleaving 
Henry  de  Bohun  to  the  chin,  with  a  battle-axe, 
at  the  head  of  his  troop  ".  But  the  day  being  too 
far  fpent  for  a  general  engagement,  both  armies 

55  Mon.  Malmf.  p.  146,  147.     Walfing.  p.  105. 

5<  T.  de  la  More,  p. 594.  "  Mon.  MaLmf.  p.  147,  148, 
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A.D.I3I4.  retired  to  their  ground,  and  waited  with  equal 

l~—v^  impatience  th£  return  of  light. 

Battle  of        This  fhort  night  is  faid  to  have  been  fpent  in  a 

burn"**"    very  different  manner  by  the  different  armies. 
The  Englim,  defpifing  an  enemy  whom  they  had 
fo  often  conquered,  confident  of  victory  from 
their  fuperior  numbers,  and  abounding  in  pro- 
provifions  of  all  kinds,  fpent  the  hours  in  mirth 
and  jollity.     The  Scots,  fenfible  that  the  mo- 
ment which  mufl  determine  the  fate  of  their 
country,   and  make  them   and  their   poflerity 
eitherafree  or  adependent  people, was  approach- 
ing, employed  the  awful  interval  in  acts  of  devo- 
tion,  and  in  mutual   exhortations  to  conquer 
nobly  or  die  bravely.    As  foon  as  the  dawn  ap- 
peared, both  armies  began  to  put  themfelves  in 
order  of  battle.  TheEarl  of  Gloucefter,  who  com- 
manded the  Englifh  cavalry,  full  of  youthful  ar- 
dour, and  difputing  the  poft  of  honour  with  the 
Earl  of  Hereford,  advanced  to  the  attack  with  too 
much  precipitation,  fell  among  the  covered  pits, 
was  thrown  from  his  horfe,  and  killed 5S.     This 
difafter  threw  the  cavalry  into  fome  confufion  ; 
and  Sir  James  Douglas,  who  commanded  the 
van  of  the  Scotch  army,  making  a  furious  attack 
upon  them  at  the  fame  inflant,  completed  their 
diforder,  and  put  them  to  a  total  rout S9.     The 
infantry,  obferving  with  aftonifhment,  the  de- 
feat of  their  horfe,  and  feeing  another  army,  as 
they  imagined,  marching  along  the  hills,  (which 

58  T.  de  la  More,  p.594«     Mon.  Malmf.  p,  147,  148. 
5*  Id,  ibid.  p.  149- 
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was  only  the  waggoners  and  boys  in  the  Scotch 
camp,  furnifhed  with  ftandards  to  make  the  ap- 
pearance  of  an  army  at  a  diftance,)  were  feized 
with  a  panic,  and  fled,  without  linking  a  blow,  or 
coming  near  an  enemy.  In  this  deplorable  fcene 
of  confufion  the  unhappy  Edward  difcovered  no 
want  of  perfonal  courage,  and  was  with  much 
difficulty  perfuaded  to  quit  the  field  of  battle,  and 
fave  himfelf  by  flight  °°.  By  the  moll  moderate 
accounts  of  contemporary  hiftorians,  there  fell  in 
this  battle,  or  were  taken  prifoners,  of  earls,  ba- 
rons, and  knights,  154,  of  gentlemen  700,  and  of 
common  foldiers  above  10,000".  As  this  great 
defeat  happened  early  in  the  morning  on  Mid- 
fummer  day,  at  the  diftance  of  eighty  miles  from 
any  place  of  fafety,  very  few  of  the  flying  army 
would  have  efcaped  with  life  and  liberty,  if  many 
of  the  Scotch  foldiers  had  not  preferred  the  plun- 
der of  the  Englifh  camp  (where  they  found  an 
immenfe  booty)  to  the  purfuit  of  their  enemies62. 
Such  was  the  fatal  defeat  of  Bannockburn,  which 
for  fome  time  greatly  funk  the  fpirits  of  the 
Englifli  nation,  eftablilhed  Robert  Bruce  on  the 
throne  of  Scotland,  and  reftoredthelong-difputed 
independency  of  that  kingdom.  *3 

Edward  remained  about  three  weeks  at  Berwick,  Unhappy 
whither  he  had  efcaped,  and  then  fet  outfor  York,  ftate  of 
to  hold  a  parliament,  which  was  fummoned  to 

*°  Mon.  Malmf.  p.  15 1.     J.Trokelowe,  p.  a 7. 
*'  Walling,  p.  105.     T.de  la  More,  p. 594. 
**  Mon.  Malmf.  p.  153. 
"  Walfing.  p.  106..    Mon,  Malmf.  p.l5»»  i$ 3. 
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A.D.I3M.  meet  there  on  Auguft  i5.64  England  was  at  this 
timeafceneofgreatdiftrefsandmifery;  difpirited 
by  defeat,  diftracted  by  faction,  depopulated  by 
famine,  and  defolated  by  an  army  of  Scots,  who 
had  made  an  incurfion  into  the  northern  counties. 
But  the  Earl  of  Lancafter,  and  the  barons  of  his 
party,  who  had  not  been  in  the  late  battle,  inftead 
of  flying  to  the  relief  of  their  bleeding  country, 
took  that  opportunity  to  promote  their  own  am- 
bitious views;  and  the  King  being  unable  to  make 
any  refiftance  to  their  will,  they  turned  all  his 
officers  and  fervants  out  of  their  places,  which 
they  took  to  themfelves,  or  beflowed  on  their  de- 
pendents GS.  The  remainder  of  this  unfortunate 
yearwas  fpent  in  fruitlefs  overtures  for  peace,  and 
in  exchanging  prifoners.  Bruce  now  received  his 
wife,  his  daughter  Marjory,  then  his  only  child, 
his  filler  Chriflina,  and  all  the  lords  and  gentle- 
men who  had  been  prifoners  in  England  fince  the 
time  of  Edward  I.,  in  exchange  for  fome  of  the 
earls,  barons,  and  others,  who  had  been  taken  at 
the  battle  of  Bannockburn.66 

Though  the  whole  power  was  now  in  the  hands 


State  of      of'theEarlofLancafterandhispartifans.thenation 

England.  r   .  . 

reaped  no  advantage  from  their  adminiitration. 
The  famine  flill  continued  to  rage  with  great  vio- 
lence ;  and  the  imprudent  methods  ufed  by  a  par- 
liament  afTembled  the  2oth  January,  to  remedy 
that  evil,  by  fetting  a  fixed  price  on  all  kinds  of 

64  Rymer,  t.  3.  p.493.     Walfing.  p.io6. 

f>5  Mon.  Malmf.  p.i54'  >6  Rymer,  Fosd.  t.j.  p.489,  &.c. 

Walfing.  p.io6.     Mon.  Malmf.  p.  155. 
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provifions,  rather  increafed  it57.  The  Scots,  \vho 
were  afflicted  with  the  lame  calamity,  fought  re- 
lief  by  making  incurlions  into  England  ;  and 
though  forae  troops  were  fent  into  the  north,  yet 
no  effectual  care  was  taken  to  prevent  them.  68 

The  Scots  were  fo  much  elated  by  their  late  Expedition 
fuccefies,  that  they  began  to  entertain  hopes  of  of  Edward 
conquering  another  kingdom.  Thelrifh  hadlong  i^nd. 
borne  the  Englifh  yoke  with  impatience  ;  and 
thinking  this  a  favourable  opportunity  to  throw  it 
off,  they  invited  Edward  Bruce,  brother  to  the 
King  of  Scots,  to  come  over  to  their  affiftance 
with  a  body  of  troops,  and  promifed  to  make  him 
King  of  Ireland.     Edward,  naturally  ambitious 
and  enterprifing,  joyfully  acceptedthe  invitation  j 
and  landed  near  Carrickfergus,  May  26.,  with  a 
f  HI  all  but  felect  army  of  6000  men  ;  and  being 
joined  by  fome  Irifli  chieftains,  he  had  feveral 
actions  with  the  Englifh,  with  various  fuccefs."9 

At  a  parliament  held  at  Lincoln  in  the  months  A.D.i3i6. 
of  January  and  February,  the  King  having  once  Lanca- 
more  confirmed  the  famous  ordinances,  and  fub- 


mitted  to  every  condition  impofed  upon  him  by 
the  Lancaflrian  faction,  an  expedition  againil 
Scotland  was  refol  ved  upon  ;  the  Earl  of  Lancafter 
was  declared  the  chief  of  the  King's  council,  and 
general  of  the  army,  which  was  to  aflemble  at 
Newcaftle  on  8th  of  July.  " 


*7  Walfing.  p.  io6>  107.     J.Trokelo-we,  p.  30,  31. 
48  Walfing.  p.  106,  107.  ^  Annah  of  Ireland  in  Camden. 

Trivet,  Contin.  p.  a8.     Walfing.  p.  107. 
-°  Rymer.  Feed.  1.3.  p.5J7  —  563. 
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AJX  1316.  It  is  not  a  little  furprifing,  that  while  he  was 
^  —  /7T"'  threatened  with  fo  formidable  an  invafion  from 
England,  Robert  Bruce  mould  think  of  leaving 


Bruce  into  his  kingdom,  and  invading  Ireland.  This  renders 
it  highly  probable,  that  there  was  fome  foundation 
for  what  was  furmifed  by  the  enemies  of  the  Earl 
of  Lancafter  ;  that  there  was  a  fecret  correfpond- 
ence  between  that  Earl  and  the  King  of  Scots  1!. 
However  this  may  be,  Robert  made  an  expedition 
into  Ireland  this  year,  to  afiifl  his  brother  in  the 
conqueft  of  that  kingdom  ;  but  a  dreadful  famine 
raging  in  that  country,  and  a  great  mortality 
breaking  out  in  his  army,  he  was  obliged  to  return 
without  effecting  any  thing  confiderable,  leaving 
his  brother  and  his  trufty  followers  to  flruggle 
fome  time  longer  with  thefe  difficulties. 
Intended  While  the  King  of  Scots,  with  the  flower  of  his 
expedition  nobih"ty  and  righting  men,  were  abfent,  Scotland 
Scotland  feemed  to  invite  an  invader,  and  prefent  the  Eng- 
dtffP-  lifh  with  a  favourable  opportunity  of  recovering 
all  their  lofles.  King  Edward  feems  to  have  been 
difpofed  to  feize  this  opportunity;  for  he  came  to 
Newcaftle  at  the  time  appointed  for  the  rendez- 
vous of  the  army.  But  the  Earl  of  Lancafter,  with 
the  barons  of  his  party,  and  their  followers,  not 
appearing,  the  intended  invafion  never  took 
effedb.  ^ 

AD.i3i7.  The  war  which  had  continued  fo  long  between 
Attempt  England  and  Scotland,  had  prevented  theEnglifh 
*°r  manv  years  from  taking  any  part  in  the  affairs 

"  Mon.  Malmf.  p.i73- 

72  Walfing.  p.  107.     Rymer.  Feed.  t.  j.  p.  56?. 
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of  the  Holy  Land;  though  Edward  II.  had  af-  A.D.i3i7. 
fumed  the  crofs,  a  little  before  his  father's  death.  u-~~v * 

•n          *       -n  ...  .     _  .  make  a 

But  the  rope  about  this  time  projecting  a  new  peace  be- 
croifade,  refolved,  if  poffible,  to  bring  about  a  tween 
pacification  between  the  two  Britifh  kingdoms,  an,f  Scot- 
that  Edward  might  be  at  liberty  to  fulfil  his  vow.  land  un- 
With  this  view  he  published,  by  his  own  authority, 
a  truce  between  them  for  two  years,  threatening 
thofe  who  did  not  obferve  it  with  excommunica- 
tion73; and  fent  over  two  cardinals  to  negotiate 
a  peace.    Thefe  cardinals  arriving  in  England  in 
July,  and  having  waited  on  Edward  at  Notting- 
ham, proceeded  towards  Scotland.     But  Robert 
Bruce,  being  diffatisfied  with  the  letters  which 
they  had  fent  to  acquaint  him  of  their  coming,  in 
which  they  gave  him  only  the  title  of  Governor  of 
Scotland*  would  not  fuffer  them  to  enter  his  king- 
dom, paid  no  regard  to  the  truce  which  the  Pope 
had  publilhed,  and  equally  flighted  the  excom- 
munication and  interdict  which  followed74:  a 
proof  that  this  prince  was  poffefled  of  a  fpirit  fu- 
perior  to  the  wretched  and  flavifh  fuperftition  of 
the  age  in  which  he  lived ! 

The  diffenfions  in  England  between  the  royal  civil  dif- 
party  and  that  of  the  Earl  of  Lancafter  were  again  fenfions 

•        i  i  i  i  •  -II  /»    between 

revived,  and  raged  at  this  time  with  the  greatefl  the  royal 
violence.   The  royalifts  did  not  fcruple  to  accufe  and 
that  earl  of  treafon,  for  not  coming  to  the  rendez- 
vous  at  Newcaflle  the  former  year,  and  for  not 

»  Rymer.  Feed.  1.3.  p«594«  6n«  635. 
74  Id.  ibid.  p.  707.  7*7. 
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A.D.I3I;.  attending  two  meetings  of  parliament  this  year, 
'  **"**  the  one  at  Clarendon,  the  other  at  Weftminfter; 
by  which  thefe  meetings  were  rendered  abor- 
tive75. The  Earl  excufed  himfelf  by  alleging  that 
his  enemies  at  court  had  formed  defigns  againft 
his  life.  Thefe  political  animofities  were  much  in- 
flamed by  a  family  quarrel,  which  broke  out  at 
this  time  between  the  Earl  of  Lancafter  and  his 
lady,  whofe  caufe  was  warmly  efpoufed  by  the 
royal  party.  Alice  Countefs  of  Lancafter,  only 
child  of  Henry  Earl  of  Lincoln,  had  been  the 
greateft  heirefs  perhaps  that  ever  was  in  England, 
and  brought  her  hufband  an  immenfe  acceffion 
both  of  wealth  and  power ;  but  being  duTatisfied 
with  his  conduct,  me  made  an  elopement  on  Mon- 
day, May  9.,  and  was  received  and  protected  by 
John  de  Warrenne  Earl  of  Surrey,  at  his  caftle  of 
Riegate 7*.  This  was  furioufly  refented  by  the 
Earl  of  Lancafter,  who  flew  to  arms,  and  took 
feveral  caftles  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Surrey,  and 
fome  belonging  to  the  King 7?.  But  when  a  civil 
war  was  thus  kindled,  the  two  cardinals  above 
mentioned,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  and  fome  other 
noblemen,  interpofed;  and,  by  their  mediation,  an 
accommodation  was  patched  up,  by  which  all  dif- 
ferences were  referred  to  a  parliament,  appointed 
to  meet  at  Lincoln  January  27.  next  year. 7$ 
AJ>.  1318.  The  Earl  of  Lancafter  keeping  his  forces  ftill  on 
-  foot,  the  meeting  of  parliament  was  put  off  from 

7S  Mon.  Malmf.  p.  177.  **  Walfing.  p.io8>  109. 

77  Rymer.  Feed.  1.3.  p.  67*1  67  J. 
»•  Id.  ibid.  p.  668. 
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time  to  time  ;  and  it  did  not  actually  aflemble  A.D.i3i8. 
till  the  month  of  July,  at  Northampton  7'.     At  '      *~~~J 

J          .  party  pr«- 

this  meeting  the  Earl  carried  every  point  to  his  vaii«. 
mind.  The  famous  ordinances  were  again  con- 
firmed, and  a  (landing  council,  of  eight  bifhops, 
four  earls,  and  four  barons,  appointed,  who  were 
conftantly  to  attend  the  King  by  turns,  four 
every  quarter ;  without  whofe  advice  he  was  to 
perform  no  acl;  of  government.  *° 

As  Robert  Bruce  owed  his  crown,  and  the  Berwick 
Scots  the  recovery  of  their  independency,  to  the  recovered 
difcords  and  fadlions  in  England,  fo  they  ftill  £ot&? 
continued  to  make  advantage  of  thefe  difcords  ;  « 

for,  on  the  2d  of  April  this  year,  they  recovered 
the  important  town  and  caftle  of  Berwick,  and 
pulhed  their  deftruclive  incurfions  into  Eng- 
land, as  far  as  Yorkfhire. 8l 

After  the  pacification  of  Northampton, theEng-  inten(jed 
lim  began  to  turn  their  eyes  northward,  and  to  invafion  of 
think  of  putting  a  flop  to  the  career  of  their  ene- 
mies.     With  this  view  a  parliament  was  held  at 
York  in  October1*.     While  this  parliament  was 
fitting,  Edward  received  the  joyful  news,  that  the 
Englim,  under  the  command  of  John  Lord  Ber- 
mingham,  had  obtained  a  complete  victory  over 
the  Scots  in  Ireland,  on  the  i4th  October,  near 
Dundalk;  and  that  Edward  Bruce,  with  almoft  all 


79  Rymer,  vol. 3.  p. 696.  713. 
tp  Id.  ibid.  p. 73*.     Mon.  Malmf.  p.iSj,  186. 
81  T.  de  la  More,  p. 5 94.    Meremuth.  p-53.    Walfing.  p.m,  ua. 
Fordun,  l.ia.  0.37. 
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AD.i3i8.  his  followers  had  fallen  in  the  field  of  battle83. 
He  would  gladly  have  taken  advantage  of  this 
favourable  event,  and  invaded  the  Scots  in  their 
own  country,  before  they  had  recovered  from 
their  condensation  occafioned  by  this  great  dif- 
after.  He  even  collected  fome  forces  for  this  in- 
valion  ;  but  the  barons  declining  to  engage  in 
this  expedition  at  fo  advanced  a  feafon  of  the 
year,  he  was  obliged  to  lay  afide  the  defign.  S4 
Though  Edward  was  very  far  from  being  a 


The  Eng-  war]ike  prince,his  animofity  againft  the-Scots  was 
Berwick,  fo  great,  and  his  defire  of  revenging  the  dreadful 
defeat  of  Bannockburn  fo  ftrong,  that  as  foon  as 
any  degree  of  tranquillity  was  reflored  at  home, 
he  always  refumed  his  defigns  againfl  Scotland. 
Having  fpent  the  winter  in  the  north,  he  held  a 
parliament  at  York  in  the  fpring  of  this  year  ; 
in  which  an  expedition  againft  Scotland  was  re- 
folved  upon.  The  barons  and  knights  of  mires 
granted  an  eighteenth,  the  citizens  and  burgefles 
a  twelfth,  and  the  clergy  a  tenth,  to  defray  the 
expences  of  it  ;  and  all  the  military  vaflals  of 
the  crown  were  fummoned  to  appear  at  New- 
caftle,  June  i  o.  8s  As  all  parties  were  now,  in 
appearance  at  leaft,  united,  the  troops  which 
came  to  the  rendezvous  formed  a  very  numerous 
army,  which,  marching  from  Newcaftle,  inverted 
Berwick  by  land,  September  i.,  while  a  fleet 
from  the  Cinque-ports  blocked  it  up  by  fea.  S4 

83  T.  de  la  More,  p.  594.     Trivet.  Contin.  p.  a  9.     Mon.  Malmf. 
p.  187.     Walfing.  p.m. 

14  Rymer,  vol.  3.  p.  742.  748.  Walfing.  p.na. 
*5  Mon.  Malmf.  p.  190.  Rymer,  vol.3,  p.  787. 
'*  Mon.  Malmf.  p.  192. 
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TheScotsdid  not  attempt  the  relief  ofBerwick; 
but  formed  a  defign  of  furprifing  and  carrying  off 
the  Queen  of  England,  who  lived  in  great  fecurity,  make  an 


with  a  flender  guard,  at  a  village  near  York.  The 
execution  of  this  defign  was  committed  to  the  re-  5and.  ^ 
nowned  Sir  James  Douglas,  with  a  body  of  chofen 
troops,  who  marched  into  England  with  great 
fecrecy  and  expedition.  But  their  intention  being 
difcovered,  the  Queen  was  removed  to  a  place  of 
fafetyj  and  the  Archbifliop  of  York,  collecting  the 
militia  of-thecountry,marchedoutSeptember  20., 
and  attacked  the  Scots.  The  prelate,  and  his 
undifciplined  followers,  were  routed  with  great 
flaughter  by  Douglas  and  his  hardy  veterans.  s? 

In  the  mean  time  the  royal  army  before  Ber-  siege  of 
wick  made  little  progjrefs  in  the  iie^e  of  that  Be™lck 

railed. 

place  ;  which  was  foon  after  raifed,  each  party 
throwing  the  blame  of  this  mifcarriage  on  the 
other  88.  Commiffioners  from  England  and  Scot- 
land met  at  Newcaftie,  December  6.,  and,  on  the 
sift  of  that  month,  concluded  a  truce  between 
the  two  kingdoms  for  two  years89.  Thus  ended 
this  unfortunate  campaign,  which  funk  the  cha- 
racter of  King  Edward  ftill  lower  in  the  eyes  of 
his  fubjects,  and  contributed  to  revive  the  rage 
of  party,  which  had  been  concealed,  but  not 
extinguifhed. 
Edward,  after  the  conclufion  of  the  truce  with 


Scotland,  fummoned  a  parliament  to  meet  at  York  Parliament 

appointed, 

*7  Walfing.  p.na.     Mon.  Malmf.  p.  193,  193,  194. 

M  Mon.  Malmf.  p.  194. 

89  Rymer,  vol.^.  p.  803  —  805.  809.  816. 
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A-D.I32C.  *n  January;  but  the  Earl  of  Lancafler  refilling 
to  attend,  it  broke  up  without  doing  any  bull- 
nefs  of  importance.- 
Edward's  Though  it  was  not  uncommon  in  thofe  times 
journey  to  for  one  king  to  hold  territories  of  another  by 
France.  feudal  tenure,  nothing  could  be  more  inconveni- 
ent. This  not  only  gave  occafion  to  frequent 
difputes,  but  obliged  the  royal  vafTal  to  leave  his 
own  kingdom,  to  attend  the  court  of  the  fuperior 
of  thefe  territories,  to  fwear  fealty,  and  perform 
his  homage,  at  the  acceffion  of  every  new  lord. 
The  kings  of  England  ftill  held  the  duchy  of 
Guienne,  and  the  county  of  Poiftou,  of  the  kings 
of  France;  and  Philip  the  Long  having  lately, 
mounted  that  throne,  he  fummoned  his  royal  vaf- 
fal  of  England  to  attend  his  court,  and  would  ad- 
mit of  no  excufe.  Edward  finding  himfelf  under 
a  neceffity  of  leaving  his  kingdom  in  its  prefent 
unfettled  flate,  embarked  for  France  on  June  1 9., 
and  returned  from  thence  on  July  22. 9l 
Parfia-  Soon  after  the  King's  return,  a  parliament 

ment.  was  called,  to  meet  at  Weftminfter,  October  6., 
in  which  feveral  good  laws  were  made,  for 
reiloring  the  internal  police  of  the  kingdom, 
which  had  been  much  relaxed  by  the  late  dif- 
orders,  and  for  vindicating  the  dominion  of 
the  crown  of  England  over  the  narrow  feas, 
which  had  been  invaded  by  the  Flemings92. 
But  thefe  falutary  works  of  peace  were  foon 

••  Rymer,  vol.j.  p.8a6.  835.  838,  839,  840. 
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fucceeded  by  the  horrors  of  civil  war  and  de- 
vaftation. 

Edward,  naturally  incapable  of  longapplication 
to  ferious  bufinefs,  fond  of  pleafures  and  amufe-  c°nfede- 
ments,  and  addicted  to  the  attachments  of  private  r^lQQ. 
friendfliip  to  a  degree  which  is  hardly  credible,  Spenfer*. 
had  fome  time  ago  fet  his  affections  on  a  new  fa- 
vourite. This  was  Hugh  Spenfer,  chamberlain 
of  thehoufehold,  a  young  gentleman  of  an  ancient 
family,  an  ample  fortune,  and  an  amiable  perfon; 
but  extremely  debauched,  infufferably  infolent, 
and  infatiably  covetous.  Edward  had  married 
him  to  Eleanor,  the  eldeft  fifter,  and  one  of  the 
three  coheirefles,  of  the  late  Earl  of  Glouceiler; 
with  whom  he  obtained  almoft  the  whole  county 
of  Glamorgan,  as  her  (hare  of  that  great  inherit- 
ance ".  But  this  was  far  from  fatiating  his  un- 
bounded avarice :  he  encroached  on  the  {hares 
of  his  two  fifters-in-law,  and  on  various  pre- 
tences invaded  the  rights  and  properties  of  almoft 
every  baron  and  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  his  eftates.  This  behaviour  foon  rendered  him 
the  object  of  general  terror  and  deteftation,  and 
obliged  all  who  either  felt  or  feared  his  oppref- 
iions  to  confpire  his  ruin,  in  order  to  prevent  their 
own  M.  The  Earl  of  Hereford  with  many  other 
lords  in  the  marches  of  Wales,  entering  into  a 
confederacy  in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  raifed 
an  army,  and  committed  dreadful  ravages  on 

»J  Dugdale  Baron,  vol.i.  p.  389. 

»4  Mon.  Malmf.  p.  104,  &c.    Walfing,  p.  113. 
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Spenfer's  eftates  in  Glamorganfhire,  and  other 
weft  ern  counties.  The  confederates,  to  ftrengthen 
their  party,  and  complete  the  ruin  of  their  enemy, 
entered  into  an  aflbciation,  on  June  28.,  with  the 
JEarl  of  Lancafter  and  his  partifans ;  and  they  all, 
to  the  number  of  about  fifty,  fubfcribed  an  inftru- 
ment,  binding  themfelves  to  purfue  the  two 
Spenfers,  father  and  fon,  till  they  had  driven 
them  out  of  the  kingdom,  or  got  them  into  their 
hands95.  The  elder  Spenfer,  whofe  name  was 
alib  Hugh,  was  a  perfon  refpectable  for  his  age 
and  wifdom,  and  had  long  maintained  a  fair  and 
honourable  character;  but,  by  (baring too  largely 
in  the  fruits  of  his  ion's  favour  with  the  King, 
he  was  involved  in  the  fame  odium,  and  expofed 
to  the  fame  accufations  with  his  fon95.  The 
confederates,  who,  by  the  acceffion  of  the  Earl 
of  Lancafter  and  his  party,  were  become  very 
powerful,  advanced  with  their  army  to  wards  Lon- 
don, deftroying  the  houfes  and  plundering  the 
eftates  of  the  elder  Spenfer  in  their  way.  When 
they  arrived  at  St.  Alban's,  they  fent  a  meflage  to 
the  King,  demanding  the  banilhment  of  the  two 
Spenfers;  to  which  he  returned  this  mild  anfwer, 
that  the  elder  Spenfer  was  beyond  feas  in  his  fer- 
vice,  and  the  younger  at  fea  guarding  the  cinque- 
ports  ;  and  that  they  could  not  be  legally  baniflied 
without  a  trial.  The  confederates,  far  from  being 
fatisfied  with  this  anfwer,  advanced  with  their 

»5  Walfing.  p.iij.    J.Trokelowe,  p.48, 49.    Tjrrrel,  vol.4* p.zSo. 
*  T.de  la  More,  p.  5 94. 
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army,  and  took  poffeffion  of  London,  whofe  citi-  A.D  1321. 
zens  generally  favoured  their  caufe. 9S  * — v~~' 

Edward  was  at  this  time  holding  a  parliament  The  Spen- 
at  Weftminfter,  which  he  had  fummoned  to  meet  fers  ba' 

mihed. 

there  July  15.,  to  put  an  end  to  thefe  diflurbances 
in  an  amicable  way.  But  the  confederated  lords, 
infteadof  attending  the  parliament,  to  which  they 
had  been  fummoned,  held  frequent  confultations, 
amongft  themfelvesin  London;  in  which  having 
drawn  up  a  fentence  of  forfeiture  and  banimment 
againfl  the  two  Spenfers,  father  and  fon,  they 
brought  it  down  to  Weftminfler-hall,  accompa- 
nied with  an  armed  force,  and  got  it  confirmed 
by  parliament98.  In  the  fame  manner  they  ob- 
tained from  the  King  in  parliament,  Auguft  19., 
a  full  pardon  to  themfelves  and  their  followers, 
for  all  the  treafons,  murders,  and  felonies,  which 
they  had  committed,  from  the  ill  of  March  to 
that  day.  After  this  the  confederated  barons 
feparated  and  returned  home. " 

Though  Edward  found  himfelf  under  a  necef-  Civil  war. 
fity  of  fubmitting  in  this  manner  to  the  imperious 
dictates  of  the  confederated  barons,  he  bore  the 
yoke  with  much  uneafinefs;  and  an  incident  hap- 
pened foon  after  which  greatly  inflamed  his  re- 
fentment.  The  Queen  going  to  Canterbury  to 
perform  fome  a6ls  of  devotion,  fent  her  marlhals 
to  the  caftle  of  Leeds,  belonging  to  the  Lord  Bad- 
lefmere,  to  take  up  her  lodgings,  and  provide  for 

17  Walfmg.  p.  1 14.     J.Trokelowe,  p.  48 — 5  a. 
*'  Tyrrel,  vol,4.  p.  282. 

99  Mon.  Malmf.  p.aio,  211.     Waiting,  p.  114.     Rymer,  yol.j. 
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JLD.i3*i.  her  reception;  but  the  Lady  Badlefmere  refufed, 

' — * '  firft,  the  marflials,  and  afterwards  the  Queen  her- 

felf  in  perfon,  admiflion  into  the  caftle '°°.  The 
haughty  princefs,  enraged  at  this  affront,  flew 
back  to  London,  and  excited  the  King  to  avenge 
the  indignity  which  had  been  offered  her.  Ed- 
ward, who  had  many  reafons  to  be  offended  with 
Badlefmere,  haflily  raifed  fome  troops,  befieged 
the  caftle  of  Leeds,  and  obliged  it  to  furrender 
on  the  laft  day  of  October;  and,  to  ilrike  terror 
into  his  enemies,  he  commanded  the  governor, 
and  eleven  inferior  officers  of  thegarrifon,  to  be 
hanged. lor 

Succeflb  The  Spenfers,  hearing  of  this  fpirited  and  fuc- 
°f  ^iTthe  ce^u^  exertion  of  the  royal  authority,  adventured 
barom.  to  return  to  England :  their  banifhment  was  de- 
clared illegal;  and  they  encouraged  the  King  to 
purfue  vigorous  meafures,  and  to  take  vengeance 
on  all  his  enemies101.  Many  other  powerful  ba- 
rons, as  the  Earls  of  Kent  and  Norfolk,  the  King's 
younger  brothers,  Pembroke,  Richmond,  Arun- 
del,  Surrey,  Athol,  Angus,  &c.  difliking  the  vio- 
lent meafures  of  the  confederates,  and  refenting 
the  force  which  had  been  put  upon  them  in  the 
late  parliament,  repaired  to  the  royal  ftandard ; 
and  Edward  foon  faw  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  very 
powerful  army.  That  he  might  give  his  enemies 
no  time  to  renew  their  confederacy  and  prepare 
for  their  defence,  he  marched  with  great  expedi- 

100  Walfing.  p.  115.    J.Trokelowe,  p.j*. 
191  Walfing.  p.  1 15.    J.Trokelowe,  p.53. 

101  Rymer,  vol.3.  p«9o7. 
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tion  about  the  middle  of  December,  towards  the  A.D.i3»r 
borders  of  Wales.  The  royal  army  met  with  little 
oppofition  in  its  progrefs  ;  the  caftles  furrendered 
as  foon  as  they  were  fummoned,  and  the  barons, 
furprifed  and  unprepared,  either  fled,  or  furren- 
dered themfelves,  and  were  thrown  into  different 
prifons.  The  Earl  of  Hereford,  and  fome  others, 
with  about  three  thoufand  followers,  efcaped 
into  the  north  to  join  the  Earl  of  Lancafter. I03 

As  foon  as  the  Earl  of  Lancafter  had  heard  that 
the  King  was  railing  an  army,  he  began  to  prepare 
for  his  own  defence.  With  this  view,  he  had 
called  a  meeting  of  his  partifans  in  the  north,  at  prifoner. 
Doncafter,  29th  November  laft104.  No  longer  con- 
cealing his  connections  with  the  King  of  Scots,he 
fent  John  de  Moubray  and  Roger  de  Clifford  to 
that  prince,  who  entered  into  a  formal  alliance 
with  the  confederates,  engaging  to  fupport  them, 
with  the  whole  power  of  his  kingdom  as  foon  as 
the  truce  expired.  In  confequence  of  this  alli- 
ance, he  fent  a  body  of  troops,  under  Thomas 
Randolf  Earl  of  Murray,  and  the  Lord  James 
Douglas,  two  of  his  bed  generals,  into  Northum- 
berland in  the  beginning  of  this  year lcs.  The 
Earl  of  Lancafter  having  collected  his  own  nume- 
rous followers,  being  joined  by  the  Earl  of  Here- 
ford, and  depending  on  a  powerful  affiftancefrom 
Scotland,  no  longer  defpaired  of  fuccefs,  and 


"3  Knyghton,  col.  2540.     Walfing.  p.  1 1 6.     Mon.  Malmf.  p.  a  14. 
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marched  with  his  army  to  obftru6l  the  paftage  of 
the  royalifts  over  the  Trent  at  Burton.  The  King 
having  attempted  to  force  a  paflage  at  this  place 
in  vain,  for  three  days  fuccefiively,  at  length  pafied 
at  a  ford  a  few  miles  higher ;  and  on  March  10., 
the  two  armies  came  within  fight  on  the  fame  fide 
of  the  river.  But  the  Earl,  either  intimidated  by 
the  great  numbers  and  refolute  countenances  of 
the  royalifts,  or  thinking  it  imprudent  to  hazard  a 
battle  without  his  whole  force,  retired  without 
fighting,  and  marched  northward  to  meet  the 
Scots,  and  fome  other  troops,  who  had  not  yet 
joined  him.  This  was  a  fatal  refolution  ;  for  this 
retreat  looking  like  a  flight,  difcouraged  his  fol- 
lowers, and  made  them  defert  in  great  numbers. 
On  the  1 6th  March,  when  he  came  to  Borough- 
bridge,  he  found  an  army  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
river, under  the  command  of  SirSimonWarde  and 
Sir  Andrew  de  Harcla,  ready  to  difpute  the  paf- 
fage. The  Earl  of  Hereford  was  killed  in  attempt- 
ing to  force  the  bridge;  and  the  Earl  of  Lancaftex 
being  repulfed  in  endeavouring  to  pafs  the  river 
at  a  ford,  returned  into  the  town  of  Borough- 
bridge,  and  was  there  taken  next  morning  (with 
about  a  hundred  barons  and  knights,  and  a  much 
greater  number  of  gentlemen),  and  carried  pri- 
foner  to  York.  In  this  manner,  thefe  formidable 
confederates,  who  a  few  months  before  were 
predominant,  were  now  either  killed,  captivated, 
or  difperfed. Io6 

10*  Walfing.  p.u6.      Mon.  Malmf.  p.*i8— aaa.     J.  Trokelowe, 
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Edward,  now  triumphant  over  all  his  enemies,  AD.ijza. 
arrived  at  Pontefradl:  and  the  Earl  of  Lancafter  i — v~* 

n          IT     i  r-  Lancafter 

being  brought  thither  from  York,  was,  after  a  cxecuted. 
fhort  trial,  condemned  to  be  hanged,  drawn,  and 
quartered ;  but,  by  the  King's  lenity,  was  ap- 
pointed tobebeheaded107.  OnMonday,Marcht2., 
this  once  potent  Earl,  was  carried  out  of  Ponte- 
frac~l,  his  own  chief  refidence,  mounted  on  a  lean 
horfe,  without  a  bridle,  in  a  fordid  drefs,  to  a  hill 
about  a  mile  diftant,  and  there  beheaded,  with 
the  fame  circumftances  of  mean  and  favage  infult 
which  he  had  ufed  towards  Gavafton  a  few  years 
before IcS :  a  fate  unworthy  of  his  royal  blood 
and  princely  fortunes,  but  not  altogether  unme- 
rited,by  his  factious,  turbulent, and  rebellious  dif- 
pofition.  About  eighteen  other  barons  and  gen- 
tlemen  of  the  party  were  executed,  many  efcaped 
beyond  feas,  and  a  great  number  were  confined 
in  different  prifons109.  Of  the  many  great  eflates 
which  were  forfeited  on  this  occafion,  fome  few 
were  beflowed  on  the  Earls  of  Pembroke,  Rich- 
mond, and  other  barons,  who  had  fupported  the 
royal  caufe ;  but  the  far  greateft  part  of  them 
was  fwallowed  up  by  the  blind  abandoned  avarice 
of  the  younger  Spenfer.  "° 

If  Edward  had  been  capable  of  making  a  right  Edward's 
ufe  of  his  prefent  victory,  by  exercifing  feverity  UK  iS 

viftory. 
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towards  a  few  of  the  mod  criminal  and  danger- 
ous  of  the  vanquiflied  party,  fhowing  mercy  to 
all  the  reft,  and  thereby  gaining  their  affections, 
and  dividing  the  fpoils  with  an  equal  and  pru- 
dent hand  amongfl  the  loyal  barons,  he  would 
have  laid  a  folid  foundation  for  the  future  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  his  reign.  But  by  fuflering 
his  rapacious  favourite  to  feize  almoft  the  whole, 
he  drove  his  enemies  to  defpair,  and  left  his 
friends  in  difcontent. 

In  a  parliament  which  met  at  York  on  the  id. 
meat.  May,  fuch  of  the  famous  ordinances  (fo  ftrenu- 
oufly  fupported  by  the  Lancaflrian  party)  as  were 
inconfiftent  with  thejufl  rights  of  the  crownwere 
repealed,  the  late  fentence  againfl  the  Spenfers 
declared  illegal,  and  an  expedition  againfl  Scot- 
land refolved  upon.  The  barons  and  knights  of 
fliires  granted  a  tenth,  the  citizens  and  burgeffes 
a  fixth  of  their  moveables,  and  the  clergy  five 
pence  in  the  mark  of  their  annual  revenues,  to 
defray  the  expences  of  that  expedition. Il1 
Expedition  The  rendezvous  of  the  army  was  appointed  to 
into  Scot-  be  on  July  24.,  at  Newcaftle ;  from  whence  they 
inarched  into  Scotland112.  The  prudent  Bruce  did 
not  think  fit  to  hazard  an  engagement  with  the 
Englifh,  now  united  amongft  themfelves,  and 
flufhed  with  their  late  victories;  butretiringbefore 
them,  and  carrying  away  all  kinds  of  proviiions ; 
Edward  and  his  army  were  foon  reduced  to  great 
diftrefs,  and  obliged  to  return  into  England. 1IJ 

111  Rymer,  Yol-3.  p-944-  954.  '"  Id.  ibid.  p.Qja,  953. 
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The  Scots,  following  the  rear  of  the  retreating 
army,  plundered  the  baggage,  took  the  Earl  of 
Richmond  and  fome  others  prifoners,  almoft  fur- 
prifed  the  King  himfelf  at  Beland  abbey,  and  car- 
ried their  ravages  to  the  gates  of  York.  "4 

Andrew  de  Hercla,  who  had  lately  been  ad-  Andrew 
vanced  to  the  earldom  of  Carlifle,  and  the  go- 
vernment  of  the  northern  counties,  for  his  good 
fervice  in  taking  the  Earl  of  Lancafler,  now  en- 
tered into  fome  fecret  engagements  with  the  King 
of  Scots  of  a  fufpicious  nature,  for  which  he  was 
condemned  and  executed  as  a  traitor  "s.  Thus 
ended  this  very  bufy  year,  in  the  former  part  of 
which  Edward  had  been  favoured  with  a  very 
uncommon  flow  of  fuccefs  and  prosperity. 

Both  theBritifh  nations  being  at  length  tired  of 
this  tedious  and  deftructive  war,  negotiations  for  Long  truce 
a  long  truce  or  peace  were  fet  on  foot  about  the  England 
beginning  of  this  year II6.    After  many  meetings  and  Scot- 
between  the  Englifh  andScotch  com miffi oners,  at 
Newcaftle  andotherplaces,  a  trucewasconcluded 
on  March  30.  J323.,tocontinueforthirteenyears, 
by  which  Robert  Bruce,  though  not  directly  ac- 
knowledged King  of  Scotland,  was  left  in  full  pof- 
feflionof  thatkingdom"7.  Some  endeavours  were 
foon  after  ufed  to  change  this  truce  into  a  perpe- 
tual peace  ;  but  without  effecl;. 1IS 
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England  being  now  at  peace  with  all  her 
|T"~  '  neighbours,  and  within  herfelf,  Edward  and  his 
ofap-  S  favourite  flattered  themfelves  that  they  had 
preaching  overcome  all  difficulties.  But  this  was  only  a 
deceitful  calm  ;  and  a  dilcerning  eye  might  have 
obferved  feveral  figns  of  an  approaching  ftorm. 
The  Spenfers,  though  wallowing  in  wealth,  and 
bafking  in  the  funmine  of  royal  favour,  could 
hardly  appear  in  any  place,  without  meeting  with 
fome  indication  of  the  public  hatred.  A  band  of 
defperadoes,  under  the  conduct  of  one  Robert 
Lewer,  ravaged  the  eflates  of  Hugh,  the  father, 
lately  created  Earl  of  Winchefter,  and  even  at- 
tempted to  feize  his  perfon.  Several  plots  were 
formed  to  furprize  the  royal  caftles,  where  the 
ftate  prifoners  of  the  Lancaftrian  party  were  con- 
fined in  order  to  fet  them  at  liberty  ;  and  the 
famous  Roger  Mortimer  of  Wigmore,  one  of  the 
moft  daring  and  dangerous  of  that  party,  made 
his  efcape  out  of  the  tower  of  London,  and  got 
fafe  to  France.  "9 

The  King       Philip  The  Long,  King  of  France,  having  died 

of  France    jn  January  1322.,  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother 

Edward  to  Charles  TheFair^  who,  according  to  cuftom,  fum- 

his  court,    mpned  the  King  of  England  to  come  and  perform 

his  homage  for  his  French  dominions.     Edward, 

not  having  complied  with  this  fummons,  received 

one  more  peremptory  in  Augufl  this  year>  in  all 

thenecerTaryformsof  law,  requiringhim  to  appear 

at  Amiens  on  July  i  .  1  324.,  at  furthefl.  Some  dif- 

putes  which  had  lately  arifen  inGuienne,  rendered 

119  Rymer,  vol.  4.  p.  so.     Knyghton.  M.Weft.  Contin.     T.  de  la 
More,  p.  596.     Walfing.  p.  130.     Mon.  Malmf.  p.324>  &c. 
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this  affair  more  ferious,  and  made  the  King  of  A.D.I333. 

France  infift  the  more  pofitively  on  Edward's  <      ' 

performing  his  homage  in  perfon.  I2° 

While  the  day  appointed  for  performing  the  A.D.I3Z4. 
homage  was  at  a  diftance,  Edward  and  his  fa-  Ambafla- 
vourite  enjoyed  themfelves  in  great  tranquillity;  to  France. 
but  when  it  drew  near,  they  became  uneafy.  ,  A 
parliament  was  held  at  Weltminfter  in  the  begin- 
ning of  Lent,  which  being  confulted  on  the  expe- 
diency of  the  King'sjourney  into  France,  advifed 
to  fend  an  honourable  embaffy  to  endeavour  to 
procure  a  delay.  In  confequence  of  this  advice, 
the  Earl  of  Kent,  and  the  Archbifhop  of  Dublin, 
were  fent  ambaffadors  to  the  court  of  France  r". 
The  ambaffadors  were  honourably  entertained, 
but  had  no  fuccefs  in  their  negotiations.  In  the 
mean  time  the  difputes  in  Guienne  had  been  fuc- 
ceeded  by  hoftilities,  which  were  puftied  with 
fpirit  and  fuccefs  by  the  French  ;  and  Edward 
began  to  make  fome  preparations  in  England  for 
an  expedition  into  that  country,  for  the  defence 
of  his  territories.  When  things  were  come  to 
this  crilis,  a  private  intimation  was  given  to  the 
Englifh  ambaffadors,  that  if  the  Queen  of  England 
would  come  over,  fhe  would  prove  the  mod  fuc- 
cefsful  mediatrix,  and  procure  an  accommoda- 
tion on  the  moft  favourable  terms.  The  Bifhop 
of  Winchefter,  then  at  Paris,  took  a  journey 
to  communicate  this  propofal  to  the  court  of 
England. '" 

129  Rymer,  vol./j.  p.;4.  98.  "'  Walling,  p.iao,  III. 

123  Ryraer,  vol-4.  p.  140.     Walling,  p.  iai. 
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AD  x  Edward,  glad  of  any  expedient  to  avoid  a  war, 

V-— v — '  and  fufpe&ing  no  danger  in  this  meafure,  com- 
Queen       plied  with  it,  and  fent  the  Queen  to  vifit  her 

Jfabella 

fent  to       brother  the  King  of  France,  and  negotiate  an  ac- 
France,       commodation  between  two  princes  to  whom  fhe 
a  treaty,     was  fo  nearly  related lz*.    The  firft  negotiations  of 
this  royal  ambaflfadrefs  were  attended  with  all  the 
fuccefs  which  could  have  been  expected  from 
them.     She,  foon  after  her  arrival,  concluded  a 
truce;  and,  on  May  31.,  a  definitive  treaty  of 
peace 124.     By  this  treaty,  the  difputed  duchy  of 
Guienne  was  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  King 
of  France,  who  engaged  to  reftore  it  to  Edward  as 
foon  as  he  had  done  homage  for  it  in  perfon  ;  and 
it  was  ftipulated,  that  this  ceremony  mouldbe per- 
formed atBeauvais,  on  the  29(1  Auguft.    Though 
fome  of  the  terms  of  this  treaty  were  not  perfectly 
agreeable    to   Edward,   yet,    rather   than    lofe 
Guienne,  or  engage  in  a  war,  he  confirmed  it. I2S 
Spenfer          Hugh  Spenfer,  the  King's  favourite,  was  now 
oppofes      in  a  mod  terrible  dilemma.     His  averiion  to  this 
*vo  f  ™  to"  vovage  to  France  had  been  the  real  caufe  of  all  the 
France.      King's  delays ;  and  lie  had  ftrong  reafons  for  this 
averfion.    On  the  one  hand,  he  was  no  ftranger  to 
the  fecret  enmity  of  Queen  Ifabella  againfl  him; 
and  therefore  durft  not  accompany  his  matter  to 
the  court  of  France,  where  Ihe  might  have  oppor- 
tunities of  executingher  vengeance.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  he  (laid  behind,  he  was  afraid  of  falling 

113  Adam  Muremuth,  p.63.  1?4  Ryraer,  vol.4.  p.iJ3 — 156. 
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a  victim  to  the  public  hatred,  when  no  longer  pro- 
tected  by  the  prefence  of  his  fovereign  "6.  For 
thefe  reafons,  Spenfer  had  always  oppofed  this 
voyage  with  the  greater!  violence.  But  a  parlia- 
ment, which  met  at  London  on  June  25.,  having 
advifed  the  King  to  execute  the  treaty,  he  feemed 
at  length  determined,  and  actually  began  his 
journey.  He  did  not  long  perfifi  in  this  refolu- 
tion,  fo  difagreeable  to  his  favourite ;  for,  when 
he  arrived  at  the  abbey  of  Langedon,  near  Dover, 
he  fell  lick,  or  pretended  ficknefs,  and  fent  to 
France  to  obtain  a  fhort  delay. 12? 

When  Edward  and  his  favourite  were  in  this  Edward 
perplexity,  a  new  and  unexpected  overture  came  f"rr*nde.rs 
from  the  court  of  France,  that,  if  the  King  of  dominions 
England  would  beftow  his  French  dominions  on  to  his  fon» 
his  fon  Edward  Prince  of  Wales,  the  King  of  n"m  "  * 
France  wouldaccept  of  the  homage  of  thatprince,  France- 
and  grant  him  the  inveftiture  of  thefe  territories. 
This  propofal,  by  the  perfuafion  of  Spenfer,  was 
eagerly  embraced  by  Edward,  and  executed  with 
a  rapidity  which  is  hardly  credible.     The  King 
conveyed  all  his  French  dominions  to  his  fon 
Prince  Edward,  at  Dover,  on  September  i  o. ;  the 
prince  failed  from  that  port  on  the  i2th,  and  did 
his  homage  to  the  King  of  France,  at  Beauvais, 
on  the  1 4th  of  the  fame  month128.     But  the  un- 
happy King  Edward  had  foon  reafon  to  repent  of 
this  precipitation. 

"'  Mon.  Malmf.  p. 438.  "7  Rymer,  vol.4,  p.  163. 
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A.D.i32j.      If  the  dark  defigns  which  now  began  to  be  dif- 

' — * '  clofed  were  really  formed  before  the  Queen  left 

refufes  to  England,  and  thofe  fucceffive  overtures  from  the 
return  to  court  of  France  were  in  confequence  of  them,  it 
muft  be  confefled,  that  never  any  plot  was  laid, 
with  deeper  policy,  or  executed  with  greater  art; 
and  a  much  wifer  prince  than  Edward  might  have 
fallen  into  the  fnare.  However  this  may  be,  it 
now  appeared,  that  Queen  Ifabella  had  far  other 
ends  in  view  than  making  peace  between  her 
brother  and  her  hufband  :  for,  when  that  was  ac- 
compliflied,  and  (lie  was  invited  to  return  home, 
Ihe  plainly  declared,  me  never  would  return  till 
Hugh  Spenfer  was  baniflied  from  the  court  and 
kingdom. I29 

The  This  declaration  was  like  a  clap  of  thunder  to 

Queen's  Edwardand  his  favourite;  andtheirconfternation 
with  Mor-  was  foon  after  much  increafed  by  the  intelligence 
timer.  brought  them  by  the  Bifhop  of  Exeter  from  the 
court  of  France.  That  wife  and  loyal  prelate,  who 
had  been  fent  by  Edward  as  guardian  and  coun- 
fellor  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  having  obferved, 
that  the  Queen  of  England  was  continually  fur- 
rounded  with  the  fugitives  and  exiles  of  the  Lan- 
cailrian  faction,  and  having  even  difcovered  the 
infamous  and  criminal  nature  of  her  connections 
with  Roger  Mortimer,  who  had  lately  made  his 
efcape  out  of  the  tower  of  London,  he  haflened 
home  in  difguife  to  inform  his  injured  matter  of 
thefe  difcoveries.  I3° 

1:9  Walfing.  p.isz.     Mon.  Malmf.  p.  240,  241. 
130  Mon.  Malmf.  p.  340. 
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Edward,  greatly  alarmed,  both  as  a  king  and 
hufband,  wrote,  in  the  mod  earned  manner,  to 
the  Queen  and  Prince  to  return  home,  and  to  the  efforts  to 
Kino;  of  France  to  fend  them  back.    He  called  a  recover  hit 

OH 

council  of  his  prelates  and  nobility  to  meet  at  ^ 

Weftminfter,  November  10.,  for  their  advice;  and 

all  the  bifhops  agreed  to  write,  in  the  ftrongeil 

terms,  to  the  Queen  to  return  with  the  Prince  / 

her  fon  l31.     But  all  thefe  importunities  were  to 

no  purpofe.     The  cruel  and  perfidious  Ifabel, 

who   had   already  injured  Edward  in   his  bed, 

had  formed  a  plot  to  deprive  him  of  his  crown, 

perhaps  of  his  life. 

Though  the  King  of  France  had  not  the  virtue  A,D.i326. 
and  generofity  to  crufli  thofe  plots  which  were  Prince 
forming  in  his  court  againfl  his  unhappy  brother-  c  n^arf  , 
in-law,  he  did  not  think  fit  openly  to  countenance  toPhiiippa 
and  fupport  them.     This  obliged  Ifabel  and  her  of  Holland- 
accomplices  to  feek  the  protection  of  fome  other 
prince,  to  enable  them  to  execute  their  defigns. 
Edward  was  on  friendly  terms  with  the  fovereigns 
of  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Flanders,  which  prevented 
the  confpirators  from  applying  to  any  of  thefe 
powers,  and  obliged  them  to  have  recourfe  to 
William  Count  of  Hainault  and  Holland.    A  ne- 
gotiation was  commenced,  and  in  a  little  time 
concluded  with  that  prince,  who  engaged  to  fur- 
nim  the  Queen  with  a  fmall  fleet  and  fome  troops, 
to  enable  her  to  make  a  defcent  upon  England ;  ia 


131  Rymer,  vol.  4.  p.iSo,   181,    i8a.      T.  de  la   More,  _p-598. 
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A.D.i3»6.  return  for  which  favour,  a  marriage  was  con- 
*""""*     '  tra6led,    between   the    Prince    of   Wales  and 

Philippa,  the  count's  fecond  daughter. 13Z 
Edward's  Edward  was  not  ignorant  of  thefe  preparations 
dons!"  which  were  making  for  an  invafion  of  his  king, 
dom,  and  of  the  correfpondence  which  was  carried 
on  between  the  confpirators  abroad  and  the  male- 
contents  at  home;  and  did  what  he  could  to  fecure 
himfelfjboth  againft  his  foreign  and  domeflic  ene- 
mies. Orders  were  fent  to  all  the  fea-ports,  to 
fearch  all  paflengers  for  letters,  and  to  the  fherhTs 
to  feize  all  fufpe6led  perfons  I33.  The  warden  of 
the  cinque-ports,  and  the  admirals  of  the  north 
and  fouth,  were  ordered  to  have  their  fleets  ready 
to  oppofe  a  defcent I34.  All  the  military  tenants 
of  the  crown  were  commanded,  by  proclamation, 
February  8.,  to  have  their  followers  in  readinefs; 
and  foon  after  the  prelates  received  a  like  com- 
mand. Orders  were  alfo  ifiTued  to  apprehend  the 
emhTaries  of  the  Queen  and  Prince,  and  the 
fpreaders  of  falfe  reports  againft  the  King. I3S 
But  all  thefe  royal  mandates  were  very  ill  obeyed, 
and  in  many  places  entirely  flighted. 
The  Queen  The  Queen  and  her  accomplices  having  fpent 
England.  tne  fummer  in  making  preparations  for  their  in- 
tended expedition,  embarkedonboardafmall  fleet 
at  the  port  of  Dort  in  Holland;  and,  after  a  ftormy 
paflage,  arrived  September  24.,  atOrewell  haven, 


»"  T.  de  la  More,  p-598.          '•»  Ryraer,  vol.4,  p.  183.  186,  &c. 
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near  Walton,  in  Suffolk t36.  Befides  the  Queen  and  A.D.  13*6. 
Prince,  there  came  over  in  this  fleet  the  Earl  of  *• — *~~* 
Kent,  who  had  been  betrayed  into  this  confpiracy 
againit  his  king  and  brother,  Roger  de  Mortimer, 
the  great  mover  of  this  enterprife,  with  2757  men 
at  arms,  commanded  by  John  de  Beaumont,  bro- 
ther to  the  Count  of  Hainault. 137  A  fmall  force 
to  invade  fo  great  a  kingdom,  and  dethrone  fo 
great  a  king!  But  they  brought  with  them  a  whole 
army  of  political  lies ;  which  did  incredible  exe- 
cution, rendered  the  unhappy  Edward  odious  and 
contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  his  fubje&s,  and  made 
the  deluded  people  look  on  the  perfidious  Ifabel 
and  the  profligate  Mortimer  as  the  mofl  illuftrious 
patriots  and  deliverers  of  their  country. 

The  Queen,  foon  after  her  landing,  published  an  TheQueen 
artful  manifefto,  declaring,  That  fhe  intended  no  P^1!?"  a 

mamfefto, 

harm  to  any  but  the  Speniers,  and  their  creatures ;  and  is 
that  the  fole  defign  of  her  expedition  was,  to  eafe  Joined  bX 
the  people  of  their  burdens,  to  reform  the  difor- 
ders  of  the  government,  and  improve  the  liberties 
of  the  church I3S.     In  a  little  time  Ihe  was  joined 
by  theEarls  of  Norfolk,  Leicefler,  Pembroke,  and 
other  barons ;    and  by  the  Bifhops  of  Norwich, 
Hereford,  Ely,  and  Lincoln,  with  their  followers, 
who  compofed  a  numerous  and  powerful  army  j 
with  which  flie  advanced  in  purfuit  of  the  King139. 


136  Walfing.  p.  123.     AngHa  Sacra,  vol.  i.  p.366. 
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Edward  was  at  London  when  he  received  the 
news  of  the  Queen's  landing;  from  whence  he  if- 
fued  a  proclamation,  September  28.,  commanding 
all  his  fubje6ls  to  make  war  upon  and  deftroy 
thefe  invaders,  except  the  Queen,  Prince,  and 
Earl  of  Kent ;  and  publifhed  a  reward  of  icool. 
for  the  head  of  Mortimer140.  Having  attempted 
in  vain  to  arm  the  citizens  of  London  in  his  caufe, 
he  left  that  city,  accompanied  by  the  two  Spen- 
fers,  chancellor  Baldock,  and  a  flender  retinue, 
directing  his  march  towards  Briftol,  where  he 
hoped  to  raife  an  army  to  oppofe  his  enemies.141 

As  foon  as  the  King  left  London,  the  mob  of 
that  place  aflembled  in  great  multitudes,  and 
proceeded  to  the  mod  outrageous  acts  of  vio- 
lence, plundering  and  murdering  all  whom  they 
fufpected  of  having  any  connection  with  the 
Spenfers,  or  attachment  to  the  King.  Amongft 
others,  they  feized  the  Bifhop  of  Exeter,  dragged 
him  to  the  crofs  in  Cheaph'de,  cut  off  his  head, 
and  threw  his  body  into  the  river. I42 

In  the  mean  time  the  wretched  King,  aban- 
doned almofl  by  all  the  world,  and  clofely  pur- 
fued  by  a  detachment  of  the  Queen's  army, 
durft  not  ftay  in  Briftol ;  but  leaving  that  city 
under  the  command  of  the  elder  Spenfer,  he 
pafled  over  into  Wales,  in  hopes  of  finding  more 
loyalty  among  the  ancient  Britons.  I43 
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Briftol  was  immediately  befieged,  and  in  a  few  A.D.i326. 
clays  furrendered  ;  by  which  Hugh  Spenfer,  the 
father,  Earl  of  Winchefter,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  his  enemies  ;  and  the  Queen,  with  her  whole 
army,  coming  to  Briftol  on  October  26.,  this  ve- 
nerable nobleman,  in  the  ninetiethyear  of  his  age, 
was,  the  day  after,  without  any  formal  trial, 
hanged  upon  a  gibbet,  and  his  body  cut  in  pieces^ 
and  thrown  to  the  dogs I47.  So  much  had  civil 
rage  hardened  the  hearts,  and  inflamed  the  paf- 
fions,  of  the  humane  and  generous  Englifh  ! 

At  the  fame  time  and  place  Edward  Prince  of  Prince  of 
Wales  was  declared  regent  of  the  kingdom  by  the  ^j^ecT0 
prelates  and  barons  in  the  Queen's  army;  which  regent, 
foon  after  marched  to  Hereford,  where  it  conti- 
nued about  a  month  I45.     Here  the  Earl  of  Arun- 
del  was  condemned  and  executed  as  a  traitor, 
though  his,  chief  crime  feems  to  have  been  his 
having  contracted  an  alliance  with  the  Spenfers, 
by  marrying  his  eldeft  fon  to  a  daughter  of  Hugh 
the  younger. l46 

The  King,  after  his  departure  from  Briftol,  Edward 
having  made  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  raife  an  taken- 
army  in  Wales,  embarked  for  Ireland,  in  hopes  of  executed, 
finding  there  fome  refuge  from  the  purfuit  of  his 
enemies.    But  after  beating  about  for  feveral  days 
in  the  Severn  fea,  contending  with  contrary  winds 
and  ftormy  weather,  he  relanded  near  Swanfea, 
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AJ>.i3»6.  and  concealed  himfelf,  with  a  few  followers,  in 
L  ~>~  — '  the  monaftery  of  Neath I47.  His  retreat  was  foon 
difcovered ;  and  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  Henry 
Earl  of  Lancafter  on  November  16.,  who  con- 
ducted him,  firft  to  Monmouth,  from  whence  he 
was  removed  to  Kenelworth  caflle I4S.  With  the 
King  was  taken  his  chancellor  Robert  Baldock, 
and  in  a  neighbouring  wood,  his  mod  obnoxious 
and  hated  favourite,  Hugh  Spenfer.  This  laft  was 
conducted  to  Hereford,  where  the  Queen  and 
Prince  lay  with  their  army;  and  on  November  24. 
he  was  there  hanged  on  a  gibbet  fifty  feet  high : 
his  head  was  fent  as  an  agreeable  prefent  to  the 
citizens  of  London,  who  fet  it  with  great  triumph 
upon  the  bridge I49.  Baldock,  being  a  prieft,  ef- 
caped  immediate  execution;  but  foon  after  died 
in  great  mifery,  in  the  prifon  of  Newgate,  of  the 
fevere  ufage  which  he  there  received.150 
State  of  England  was  at  this  time  a  fcene  of  great  con- 
England.  fu{jon .  government  was  dhTolved,  the  courts  of 
juftice  (hut,  and  lawlefs  violence  every  where 
reigned.  The  mob  of  London,  and  of  other 
cities,  who  were  called  the  riflers,  plundered 
and  murdered  whom  they  pleafed,  without 

controul. ISI 

A.D.i3»7.      The  Queen  and  Mortimer,  by  whofe  direction 
Edward  n.  Q\\  affairs  were  conducted,  now  began  to  difcover 

another  part  of  their  plot ;  which  was  to  depofe 


147  Rymer,  vol. 4.  p.  13$,  239.  I4*  Walfing.  p.ia6. 

Mon.  Malmf.  p.  144.  '49  Walfing.  p.  126.     Mon.  Malmf. 

«*  Walfing,p.ia6.  "'  M.Weft.  Contin.  Walfing.  p.iaj. 
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the  King,  whom  they  had  got  into  their  hands,  A.D.IJI;. 
and  place  the  Prince  of  Wales  upon  the  throne,  '-~*~  ^ 
who  being  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  was  entirely 
under  their  management.  With  this  view,  they 
called  a  parliament,  in  the  name  of  the  Prince,  as 
guardian  of  the  kingdom,  to  meet  at  Weflminfler 
January  7.  As  foon  as  the  parliament  met,  which 
confided  entirely  of  the  accomplices  and  favour- 
ers of  the  Queen,  the  depofition  of  the  King, 
and  the  elevation  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  the 
throne,  were  brought  upon  the  carpet.  But 
thefe  queftions  were  far  from  being  debated  with 
that  calmnefs  which  their  importance  required : 
the  houfe  was  every  day  furrounded  by  the  Lon- 
don mob,  and  every  thing  conducted  with  cla- 
mour and  violence.  At  length,  on  Tuefday  the 
j  3th  January,  the  Prince  was  feated  on  the 
throne;  and  a  charge,  digefted  into  fix  articles, 
exhibited  againfl  the  King ;  for  which  he  was  de- 
pofed  from  his  royal  dignity,  and  the  Prince  pro- 
claimed king  in  his  (lead Iiz.  The  articles  of  this 
charge,  confidering  by  whom  it  was  brought,  were 
not  of  fo  high  a  nature  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, confiding  of  alledged  incapacity  for  go- 
vernment; negligence;  fpending  his  time  in  tri- 
flingamufement ;  violatingfome  of  the  immunities 
ofthechurch ;  baniming5difinheriting,and  putting 
to  death  many  noblemen,  meaning  thofe  of  the 
Lancadrian  faction153.  On  this  general  charge, 
without  any  proof,  or  any  opportunity  of  anfwer- 

152  Anglia  Sacra,  vol. I.  11.367.      Walfing.   p.ia6.      Ypodigma. 
Neuftriw,  p.joS.  '"  Knyghton,  p.»76j.     Walfing,  p.  137. 
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A.D.I3Z7.  ing  for  himfelf,  was  this  unhappy  prince  diveft- 

' — • '  ed  of  his  crown. 

Commif-  When  the  news  of  the  King's  depolition  was 
^°ners  brought  to  his  cruel  and  perfidious  queen,  (he 
depofed  counterfeited  the  moil  violent  and  inconfolable 
grief,  (bedding  a  flood  of  tears,  and  even  falling 
into  fits;  and  the  Prince  (probably  with  more  iin- 
cerity)  declared  that  he  never  would  accept  of 
the  crown  in  his  father's  lifetime  without  his 
confent.  To  remove  thefe  fcruples  of  the  Prince, 
and  render  this  whole  tranfa6lion  the  more  plau- 
lible,  the  parliament  appointed  a  deputation  of 
their  number  to  attend  upon  the  King  at  Kenel- 
worth,  to  intimate  to  him  the  fentence  of  his  de- 
pofition,  and  procure  his  confent I54.  The  bimops 
of  Hereford  and  Lincoln,  two  of  this  deputation, 
and  the  King's  moll  inveterate  enemies,  were  firfl 
fent  into  his  prefence  ;  and  having  by  threats  and 
promifes,  brought  him  to  a  feigned  fubmiflion, 
the  other  parliamentary  commiffioners  were  in- 
troduced. As  foon  as  the  wretched  Edward  be- 
held them,  he  funk  down  to  the  floor  in  a  fwoon, 
from  whence  being  recovered,  the  deputies  per- 
formed their  office ;  to  which  the  King  replied, 
That  he  was  in  their  power,  and  fubmitted  to  their 
will '".  Judge Truflell,  who  attended  the  commif- 
fioners, in  a  formal  manner,  in  name  of  the  pre- 
lates, earls,barons,  and  people  of  England,  as  their 
procurator,  renounced  all  homage,  fealty,  and 

I5<  Walfmg.  p.  1 18.     T,  de  la  More,  p.  600. 
155  Knyghton,  p. 2550. 
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obedience  to  Edward  I56;  and  then  Sir  Thomas 
Blount,  high  fteward,  breaking  his  ftaff,  and 
declaring  all  the  King's  officers  difcharged  from 
their  fervice,  this  uncommon  ceremony  ended, 
and  with  it  the  unprofperous  reign  of  Edward  II., 
on  January  20.  1327.,  after  it  had  continued 
nineteen  years,  fix  months,  and  fifteen  days. 

That  we  may  not  have  occafion  to  refume  this  Treatment 
mournful  fubjecl,  we  mall  attend  the  degraded  of  ^  de~ 
monarch  to  his  grave,  referring  the  other  public 
tranfaclions  of  this  year  to  the  fucceeding  reign", 
to  which  they  mod  properly  belong.  Edward, 
after  his  depoiition,  was  for  fome  time  com- 
mitted to  the  cuftody  of  his  coufin  Henry  Eari 
of  Lancaster,  who  treated  him  with  great  ten- 
dernefsand  humanity.  But  this  was  by  no  means 
agreeable  to  the  difpofitions  and  defigns  of  the 
Queen  and  Mortimer,  who  therefore  took  him 
out  of  the  hands  of  that  nobleman,  April  3.,  and 
put  him  into  the  cuftody  of  Thomas  Lord  Berke- 
ley, John  de  Mautravers,  and  Sir  Thomas  Gour- 
nay,  who  were  to  keep  him  each  a  month,  by 
turns I57.  Even  thefe  new  keepers  were  not 
equally  favage,  the  Lord  Berkeley  treating  him 
with  much  more  humanity  than  the  other  two, 
who  probably  defigned  to  break  his  heart  by  their 
hard  ufage  ls8.  They  hurried  him  from  caflle  to 
caftle  in  the  night-time,  thinly  clothed,  and 
without  any  covering  to  his  head ts9.  Mautra- 

;s  Knyghton,  p.ajjo.     Mon.  Malmf.  p. 244. 

7  T.  de  la  More,  p.  600.  Walfmg.  p.  127. 
I5S  T.  de  la  More,  p.6o3.  Walfmg.  p.  1*7. 
;5a  T.  de  la  More,  p. 600. 
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A.D.J327.  vers  one  day  commanding  him  to  be  fhaved 
'  •  -^  with  cold  and  dirty  water,  the  fallen  monarch 
was  fo  much  affedted  with  this  indignity,  that 
he  burfl  into  tears,  which  bedewing  his  face, 
he  faid,  with  a  fmile  of  grief,  "  See,  I  have  pro- 
"  vided  clean  and  warm  water,  whether  you 
"  will  or  not."  I6° 

Murder  of  While  this  wretched  prince  was  finTering  thefe 
wlrl  an^  many  other  infults  from  the  hands  of  his 
cruel  keepers,  a  great  change  was  gradually 
working  in  the  fentiments  of  his  late  fubjecls  in 
his  favour.  The  people  of  England  had  been 
wrought  up  into  the  mod  violent  rage  againfl 
the  weak,  mifguided  Edward,  as  a  cruel  and 
execrable  tyrant,  and  into  the  highefl  admira- 
tion of  the  Queen  and  Mortimer,  as  angels  fent 
from  heaven  for  their  deliverance.  But  when 
the  true  characters  of  thefe  laft,  and  the  cri- 
minal nature  of  their  union,  came  to  be  better 
known,  the  people  began  to  open  their  eyes, 
to  fee  they  had  been  deluded,  and  to  pity 
the  fufferings  of  their  wretched  fovereign. 
In  confequence  of  this,  feveral  fchemes  were 
formed  by  the  people  of  Briftol,  the  Domi- 
nican friars,  and  others,  for  fetting  Edward  at 
liberty161.  But  thefe  fchemes  ferved  only  to 
haften  the  cruel  fate  of  this  unhappy  prince. 
For  the  Queen  and  Mortimer,  not  thinking  thern- 
ielves  f'afe  while  he  was  alive,  fent  orders  to  their 
tools,  Gournay  and  Mautravers,  to  difpatch  him 
immediately.  Thefe  well-chofen  inftruments  of 

160  Anonyml  Hilt,  p  838. 

*"  Leland.  Col.  vol.3.  p«475»  476.     Walfing.  p. 127. 

1 1  cruelty 


Chap.  i.  Sea.  3.    CIVIL  AND  MILITARY.  177 

cruelty  obeyed  this  command  ,  and  feizing  the  A.D.ij27. 
opportunity  when  the  King  was  at  Berkeley-  *-—  v  —  •* 
caille,  and  the  Lord  Berkeley  confined  at.  Bradley 
by  ficknefs,  they  threw  the  King  upon  a  bed,  and 
thrufl  a  red-hot  iron  through  a  horn  into  his  fun- 
dament, which  made  him  fill  the  whole  caille  with 
his  ihrieks,  and  foon  put  an  end  to  his  life  by  the 
mofl  exquifite  torments  I62.     Thus  perimed  Ed- 
ward of  Cairnarvon,  on  the  2  ill  September  1327., 
in  the  forty-third  year  of  his  age. 
Ed  ward  II.  is  faid  to  have  borne  a  great  refem- 


blance  to  his  illuflrious  father  in  the  ftature,  ofE,d;t 

ward  II. 

ftrength,  and  beauty  of  his  perfon  ;  but  unhappily 
the  refemblance  was  not  fo  great  in  the  qualities 
of  the  mind.  Though  not  remarkably  deficient 
in  perfonal  courage,  he  had  no  talents  for  war, 
nor  was  he  better  qualified  for  the  conducl  of  po- 
litical intrigues,  being  pallionate,  talkative,  and 
irrefolute.  He  was  guilty  of  many  follies,  but  of 
few  vices  ;  and  fpent  his  time  rather  in  a  frivolous 
than  in  a  criminal  manner.  But  the  mofl  (Inking 
feature  in  this  prince's  character,  was  his  un- 
bounded and  inviolable  attachment  to  his  two 
fucceffive  favourites,  Gavafton  andSpenfer.  This 
was  the  real  caufe  of  all  the  calamities  of  his 
reign,  the  miferies  of  his  life,  and  the  violence  of 
his  death.  For  thefe  unworthy  favourites,  by 
their  imprudence,  infolence,  ambition,  and  ava- 
rice, excited  univerfal  hatred  and  indignation, 
and  brought  ruin  upon  themfelves  and  their  too 
indulgent  mailer. 

161  T.  de  la  More,  p.  603.     Walfing.  p.  1*7. 
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Edward  had,  by  his  Queen,  Ifabel  of  France, 

cnidr        *wo  ^ons  anc*  two  daughters,  VIZ"  Edward  his 
of  Ed-       eldeft  fon  and  fucceffbr,  born  at  Windfor, 


ward  ii.  November  1312.;  John,  his  youngeft  fon,  born  at 
Eltham,  ift  Auguft  1316.,  died  at  Perth,  unmar- 
ried, in  1334.  ;  his  eldeft  daughter,  Jane,  born  in 
the  tower  of  London,  and  married  to  David  Bruce 
King  of  Scotland  ;  and  Eleanor,  born  at  Wood- 
ftoke,  and  married  to  the  Duke  of  Guilders. 

Hiftory  of       ALL  the  mod  important  events  in  the  hiftory 
Scotland.    of  Scotland>  from  the  acceffion  Of  Edward  II.  to 

the  long  truce  A.D.  1323.,  are  interwoven  with 
that  of  England,  and  have  been  related.  The 
ihort  interval  between  that  and  the  time  of  his 
death  was  employed  by  the  illuftrious  King 
Robert  Bruce,  in  regulating  the  internal  police 
of  his  kingdom,  and  fecuring  the  fucceffion  of 
his  crown  to  his  only  fon  David,  then  an  infant  ; 
and  failing  him,  to  Robert  Stewart,  the  only  fon 
of  his  daughter  the  Princefs  Marjory.  l63 

163  Fordun,  l.ij.  c.i*. 


Chap.  i.  Sea.4.    CIVIL  AND  MILITARY.  179 


SECTION  IV. 

The  civil  and  military  hijlcny  of  Britain,  from  the  ao> 
ce/fion  of  Edward  III.,  24th  January  A.D.  1327.?  to 
the  accejfion  of  Richard  II.,  2i/l  June  A.D.  1377. 

THE  reign  of  Edward  III.  may  be  faid  to  A.D.i3»7. 
have  commenced  on  24th  January  1-327.,  ' /     ' 

/.     1    '  \  Acceffion 

as  on  that  day  his  peace  was  proclaimed  in  Lon-  Of  Ed- 
don,  which  in  thofe  times  was  the  firft  a6t  of  wardm. 
royalty  in   each  reign '.     He  was  crowned  in 
Weftminfter  abbey,   on    ift  February,   by  the 
Archbifliop  of  Canterbury. 2 

The  parliament  which  had  depofed  Edwardll.  Regency 
was  ftill  fitting,  and  appointed  a  council  of  re-  aPPoint.ed 
gency,  confifting  of  the  Archbifliops  of  Canter- 
bury  and  York  ;  the  Bifhops  of  Winchefler, 
Worcefter,  and  Hereford :  the  Earls  of  Lan- 
catter,  Norfolk,  Kent,  and  Surry ;  the  Lords 
Percy,  Wake,  Ingham,  and  Rofs.  The  Earl  of 
Lancafter  was  declared  chief  of  this  council,  and 
guardian  of  the  young  King's  perfon,  who  was 
little  more  than  fourteen  years  of  age.  But  not- 
withftanding  this  appointment  of  a  regency,  the 
King  and  all  his  authority  were  in  the  hands  of 
the  Queen  and  Mortimer 3.  The  fame  parliament 


1  Rymer,  vol,4.  p.  243 — *4J* 

1  Id.  ibid.  p.  444.     Waiting,  p.  126. 

3  Heraing.  t.  a.  p.  270.    Leland's  Colleiflion,  vol.  *.  p.4;6. 
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A.D.I3*?.  reverfed  the  attainders  which  had  been  pafied 
*-  ~'~  '  fome  years  before  againfl  the  late  Earl  of  Lan- 
cafter  and  his  adherents 4  j  confifcated  the  eftates 
of  the  Spenfers  and  their  creatures;  granted  the 
fum  of  20,000!.  to  the  Queen  to  pay  her  debts  j 
and  afligned  her  a  jointure  of  20,000!.  a  year,  an 
immenfe  fum  in  thofe  times.    The  Queen  and  her 
favourite  appropriated  to  themfelvesthefar  great- 
eft  part  of  the  prodigious  treafures  and  eilates  of 
the  Spenfers,  and  were  very  foon  as  much  and  as 
tmiverfally  hated  as  their  former  proprietors. 
The  citi-         AS  the  citizens  of  London  had  contributed  fo 
London     much  to  bring  about  the  late  revolution,  they 
pardoned,    were  rewarded  with  a  pardon  of  all  the  a6ls  of 
violence  which  they  had  committed,  and  with  a 
new  charter  containing  many  ample  privileges s. 
A  peace  was  concluded  with  France,  which  put 
an  end  to  the  war  in  Guienne,  which  had  been 
made  an  engine  to  ruin  the  late  unhappy  King.6 
Invafion  of      It  is  highly  probable,  that  the  internal  tranquil- 
England     jjtv  Qf  tke  new  government  would  not  have  been 
Scots.        of  long  continuance,  if  the  attention  of  all  parties 
had  not  been  engaged  by  a  threatened  invafion 
from  a  foreign  enemy.  Though  the  truce  between 
England  and  Scotland  was  not  yet  expired,  Ro- 
bert Bruce,  thinking  it  diffblved  by  the  depofition 
of  the  King  with  whom  it  had  been  made,and  look- 
ing upon  this  as  a  favourable  opportunity  of  mak- 

4  Rymer,  vol.4,  p.  458,  359. 

5  Hymen  Feed,  1.4.  p.  245.  25  7>  aj&. 
*  Rymer,  vol.4»  p.a64— 3,66.  a8o. 
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ing  fuch  an  impreffion  upon  England  as  would 
procure  him  an  honourable  peace,  raifed  an  army, 
and  prepared  for  an  invalion. 7 

The  Englifh  adminiftration,  after  attempting  Expedition 
in  vain  to  brinff  about  an  accommodation,  likewife  of  *t, 

ward  III. 

prepared  for  war,  and  raifed  a  gallant  army  of  in  the 
fixty,  fome  fay  one  hundred  thoufand  men,  at  the  north* 
head  of  which  appeared  the  young  King,  full  of 
martial  ardour.  The  march  of  this  army  was 
retarded  fome  time  at  York,  by  an  unfortunate 
quarrel  which  happened  there  between  the  Eng- 
lilh  archers  and  the  foreign  troops  under  John  de 
Hainault,  in  which  feveral  perfons  were  flain  on 
both  fides8.  This  quarrel  being  at  laft  compofed, 
the  army  marched  northward  loth  July,  and 
arriving  at  Durham  on  the  i'3th,  received  intelli- 
gence that  an  army  of  Scots  had  paffed  the  Tyne, 
and  committed  dreadful  ravages  all  over  the 
country.  Edward  having  refted  and  refrefhed 
his  army  at  Durham  a  few  days,  fet  out,  July 
1 8,  in  queft  of  thofe  deftroyers.  But  though  he 
fometimes  difcovered  where  they  were,  by  the 
fmoke  of  burning  villages,  and  other  marks  of 
defolation,  he  could  not  overtake,  or  bring  them 
to  an  engagement.  The  Scotch  army,  com- 
manded by  the  two  illuftrious  chiefs,  Randolph 
Earl  of  Moray  and  Lord  James  Douglas,  con- 
fifted  of  about  twenty  thoufand  men,  unincum- 
bered  with  baggage,  and  all  mounted,  four  thou- 

7  Froiflart,  l.i.  c.i6. 

8  Id.  ibid.  0.17.     Leland  Colleft.  v.a.  p«47j.     Walfing.  p.  147. 
Knyghton,  001.2551. 
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fand  of  them  on  good  horfes,  the  reft  on  little 
galloways,  which  enabled  them  to  elude  the  pur- 
fuit  of  a  much  more  powerful  enemy. 9 

Edward,  after  fpending  fome  days  in  this  fruit- 
chace,  marched  northward,  parTed  the  Tyne, 
and  ported  his  army  in  the  route  by  which  he 
expected  the  Scots  would  return  into  their  own 
country  '°.     But  after  fpending  a  week  in  this 
pofition,  in  great  wantof  pro vifions,  without  hear- 
ing any  thing  of  the  enemy,  he  repaired  the  river. 
He  was  now  fo  much  at  a  lofs  for  intelligence, 
that  he  promifed  a  penfion  of  lool.  a-year  to  him 
who  mould  bring  the  firft  account  of  the  fituation 
of  the  Scotch  army ".     The  hopes  of  this  re- 
ward fent  many  adventurers  in  fearch  of  the  Scots; 
and  one  Thomas  Rokefby  having  difcovered  them, 
brought  intelligence  that  they  were  encamped,  at 
no  great  diilance,  on  the  fouth  banks  of  the  river 
Were.    Edward  marched  in  great  hafte  towards 
the  enemy,  determined  to  give  them  battle  that 
very  day ;  but,  on  his  arrival,  found,  to  his  in- 
expreflible  vexation,  that  they  had  chofen  their 
ground  fo  well,  that  it  was  dangerous  to  attack 
them.     Impatient  for  an  engagement,  he  fent  a 
challenge  to  the  Scotch  commanders  to  march  out 
and  decide  thequarrel  inafairandopenfield.  The 
fiery  Douglas  would  perhaps  have  fallen  into  this 
fnare,  if  he  had  not  been  reftrained  by  the  cooler 


»  Froiflart,  l.i.  c.i8.  10  Ib.  ibid.  0.19. 

"  Rymer.  vol. 4.  p.  312.     Froiflart,  1.4.  0.19. 
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counfels  of  his  colleague,  Randolph,  who  replied,  A.D.I3*;. 
that  he  paid  no  regard  to  the  deliresof  an  enemy. 
The  Scots,  not  thinking  themfelv7es  perfectly 


fafe  in  their  prefent  fituation,  marched  in  great  attemPt8 
lilence,  in  the  night-time,  fome  miles  farther  up  Edward. 
the  river,  and  took  poffeflion  of  a  more  advan- 
tageous camp  ;  and  the  Englifti  army  following 
them  the  next  day,  encamped  on  the  oppofite 
bank  I3.  While  the  two  armies  lay  here  facing 
one  another,  the  Lord  Douglas  formed  the  bold 
defign  of  furprifing  the  King  of  England  in  the 
midft  of  his  army.  With  this  view,  having  by 
fome  means  got  the  word,  he  entered  the  Englifh 
camp  about  midnight,  Auguft  4.,  attended  by 
two  hundred  of  his  moft  daring  followers,  and 
advanced  near  the  royal  tent  without  difcovery; 
but  when  he  was  on  the  point  of  feizing  his  prey, 
the  alarm  being  given,  and  fome  of  the  King's 
guards  making  a  defperate  reiiftance,  he  efcaped 
in  the  dark  to  a  place  of  fafety  ;  and  Douglas, 
having  killed  about  three  hundred  of  the  enemy, 
returned  to  his  friends  with  little  lofs'4.  The 
Scots,  after  this  difappointment,  refoived  on  a  re- 
treat, which  they  effected  on  Auguft  6.  By  de- 
camping h'lently  in  the  night,  and  marching  with 
great  expedition,  they  got  the  ftart  of  the  Englifh 
army  fo  far,  that  it  was  thought  in  vain  to  purfue 
them  !s.  Edward,  greatly  mortified  at  the  efcape 


13  Froiflart,  1. 1.  0.19.  u  Id.  ibid. 
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AJD.I3Z7.  of  his  enemies,  marched  firft  to  Durham,  and 
' — v — *  then  to  York,  where  the  army  feparated. l6 
Peace  be-  The  young  monarch  breathed  nothing  but  war 
tween  an(j  revenge  againfl  the  Scots ;  but  the  Queen  and 
and  Scot-  Mortimer  had  other  deiigns  in  view.  They  ima- 
land-  gined  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  and  fecurity 
to  themfelves  to  have  a  peace  with  Scotland,  and 
obtain  the  friendlhip,  and  in  cafe  of  need,  the  af- 
fiftance,  of  its  King.  On  the  other  hand,  Robert 
Bruce  being  almoft  worn  out  with  infirmities, 
was  earneftly  deiirous  of  leaving  his  infant  fon  at 
peace  with  all  his  neighbours,  efpecially  with  Eng- 
land. Commiffioners  from  both  powers  met  at 
Newcaflle  in  November,  and  fettled  the  articles 
of  a  treaty  of  peace  between  England  and 
Scotland  '7.  By  one  article  of  this  famous  treaty, 
the  King  of  England  renounced,  for  himfelf  and 
his  fucceffbrs,  all  claim  to  any  fuperiority  over  the 
kings  or  kingdom  of  Scotland,  and  agreed  to  de- 
liver up  all  evidences  of  fuch  fuperiority IS.  By 
another  article  a  marriage  was  concluded  between 
David  Prince  of  Scotland  and  the  Princefs  Jane, 
Edward's  eldeft  fitter.  In  conii deration  of  thefe 
great  ad  vantages,  Bruce  agreed  to  pay  to  England 
the  fum  of  30,000  marks  j  which  is  faid  to  have 
been  divided  betwen  the  Queen  and  Mortimer. 
Though  this  treaty  was  exceedingly  unpopular  in 
England,  and  greatly  increafed  the  public  hatred 
againft  the  well-known  authors  of  it  j  yet  they  had 

16  Froiflart,  1. 1.  033. 

17  Rymer,  1.4.  p.3a8.  335 — 338. 

18  Rymer,  1.4.  p.338— 410. 
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ilill    influence    enough  to  get  it  confirmed  by  A.D.i3a8. 
parliament  in  April  A.D.  1328. 19  ' — v— - ' 

Though  Edward  was  not  yet  fixteen  years  of  Royal 
age,  his  marriage  with  Philippa,  daughter  of  Wil-  mamages* 
liamlll.  Count  of  Hainaultand  Holland,  was  fo- 
lemnizedat  York,  January  24.,  with  great  pomp10. 
In  confequence  of  an  article  of  the  peace  with 
Scotland,  the  Queen-mother  of  England  con- 
dueled  to  Berwick  her  daughter  the  Princefs  Jane, 
who  was  there  married,  July  17.,  to  the  Prince  of 
Scotland.  With  the  Princefs  were  delivered  up, 
and  carried  into  Scotland,  many  of  the  jewels, 
charters,  and  other  things,  which  had  been  taken 
from  thence  by  Edward  1. 2t  Thus  ended  that 
long  and  bloody  war  bet  ween  the  twoBritilh  king- 
doms, which  involved  them  both  in  very  great 
calamities,  and  gave  birth  to  that  national  ani- 
moiity  which  laid  a  foundation  for  many  future 
wars. 

The  hatred  and  jealouiy  of  fome  of  the  chief  Confede- 
nobility  againft  Mortimer  were  now  become  fo  ™cjnft 
great,  that  they  declined  attending  feveral  parlia-  Mortimer, 
ments  which  were  called  this  year,  at  Northamp- 
ton, York,  and  Salifbury.     At  the  laft  of  thefe 
parliaments,  which  was  held  in  October,  Mor- 
timer was  created  Earl  of  March,  which  ferved 
equally  to  increafe  his  infolence  and  the  animofity 
of  his  enemies.    The  Earls  of  Kent,  Norfolk,  and 
Lancafter,  with  other  difcontented  barons,  meet- 

19  A.  Murimuth.  p.  72.  Ypodyg.  Neuft.  p.jio. 

80  Knyghton,  col.ajja.  Heming.  p.z69.     Walfing.  p.iaS. 

JI  Knyghton,  col. 2553.  Fordun,  1. 13.  c.  14.    Carte,  vol.  j.  p.  3  9  7. 
from  Annal.  ad  an.  1377. 
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ing  at  London  in  December,  entered  into  a  con- 
federacy  to  call  Mortimer  to  an  account,  for  the 
murderof  thelate  King,  for  depriving  the  council 
of  regency  of  all  authority,  for  embezzling  the 
public  treafure,  for  the  difhonourable  peace  with 
Scotland,  and  feveral  other  crimes. " 

Both  parties  now  began  to  raife  forces  and  pre- 
civiibroiis.  pare  for  war  ;  the  barons  trufting  to  their  own 
power  and  the  popularity  of  their  caufe,  and  Mor- 
timerdepending  on  theperfonandauthorityof  the 
King,  which  were  in  his  pofleffion.  But  the  Earls 
of  Kent  and  Norfolk,  being  princes  of  little  courage 
or  capacity,  began  to  dread  the  confequences  of 
carrying  things  to  extremity,  and,  by  the  interven- 
tion of  fome  prelates,  made  their  peace  with  the 
court.  This  obliged  the  Earl  of  Lancafter  foon 
after  to  fubmit  to  an  accommodation,  by  which  all 
difputes  were  referred  to  a  parliament,  to  be  called 
for  compofing  thefe  differences,  and  reforming 
the  government23.  But  other  matters  interven- 
ing, prevented  the  meeting  of  this  healing  and 
reforming  parliament. 

Edward's  Charles  the  Fair,  King  of  France,  having  died 
voyage  to  fbme  time  ago  without  male  iffue,  was  fucceeded 
by  his  coufin  Philip  de  Valois,  who  had  fummoned 
Edward  to  come  over  and  perform  his  homage  for 
his  French  dominions *4.  This  fummons  was  very 
unwelcome  on  feveral  accounts.  It  ill  agreed  with 
the  high  fpirit  of  Edward  to  go  through  the  hu- 

»  J. Same's  Hift.  Ed.III.  p.3i. 
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miliating  ceremony  of  doing  homage;  but  it  ftill  A.D.I329. 

worie  agreed  with  the  ambitious  defigns  of  claim-  ' < — ' 

ing  the  crown  of  France,  to  give  fuch  a  formal  re- 
cognition of  Philip's  right  to  that  crown.  How- 
ever, as  he  was  not  yet  prepared  for  afierting  his 
claim,  nor  could  obtain  any  further  delay,  he  re- 
folved  to  comply  with  the  fummons,  making  a 
proteftation  before  his  own  council,  that  what  he 
did  was  by  conftraint,  and  ihould  not  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  renunciation  of  his  right  to  the  crown 
of  France.  Having  taken  this  precaution,  he 
failed  from  Dover  on  Friday,  May  26.,  did  ho- 
mage to  the  King  of  France  at  Amiens,  and  re- 
turned to  Dover  on  Whitfunday,  June  1 1 . 2S  In 
this  fliort  vifit  Edward  was  fo  much  charmed  with 
the  fplendour  of  the  court  of  France,  the  beauty 
and  riches  of  the  country,  that  he  became  more 
refolved  than  ever  to  affert  his  fatal  claim  to  that 
kingdom. 

Though  a  feeming  reconciliation  had  lately  AD.  1330. 
taken  place  between  the  Earl  of  Kent  and  Morti-  Earl  of 
mer,  it  was  far  from  being  fmcere.    A  report  pre-  iJng's^n- 
vailed  at  this  time  all  over  England  (raifed  and  de,  con- 
propagated,  as  it  is  believed,  by  Mortimer  and  his  J^J1"^, 
agents,  for  the  mod  pernicious  purpofes),  that  cuted. 
Edward  II.  was  ftill  alive,  and  confined  in  Corfe 
caftle.     This  report  was  induftrioufly  fent  to  the 
ears  of  the  Earl  of  Kent,  and  the  truth  of  it  con- 
firmed by  Sir  James  Devernel  the  governor  of 
Corfe  caftle,  who,  though  he  would  not  admit  the 

!5  Rymer,  1.4.  p.  386,  387.  390. 
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A.D.I330.  Earl  to  fee  the  King  his  brother,  promifed  to  de- 
' — " — '  liver  him  a  letter.  The  unwary  Kent  fell  into  the 
fnare,  wrote  a  letter  to  his  brother,  in  which  he 
promifed  to  exert  all  his  power,  in  conjunction 
with  his  other  friends,  to  fet  him  at  liberty,  and 
reftore  him  to  the  throne.  This  letter  he  gave  to 
the  perfidious  governor,  who  immediately  fent  it 
to  Mortimer,  by  whom  he  had  been  employed. 
As  foon  as  the  Queen  and  her  wicked  paramour 
had  got  this  letter  into  their  hands,  they  procured 
a  parliament  to  be  called,  to  meet  at  Winchefter 
on  March  1 1 . 26  Parliaments  at  this  time  conlifted 
rather  of  the  chiefs  of  a  faction  than  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  a  free  people,  few  attending  them  but 
the  partifans  of  the  Queen  and  her  favourite. 
The  intended  victim,  the  Earl  of  Kent,  was  in  a 
very  earned  manner  invited  to  this  meeting  by 
the  King,  or  rather  by  thofe  who  abufed  his  name ; 
and  as  foon  as  he  arrived  at  Winchefter  he  was  ar- 
refted.  On  the  i6th  of  March  he  was  condemned 
by  parliament  of  high  treafon,  on  the  abfurd  ac- 
cufation  of  defigning  to  raife  a  dead  man  to  the 
throne ;  and  on  the  ipth  of  the  fame  month  this 
iniquitous  fentence  was  executed Z7.  While  this 
fcene  of  iniquity  was  acting,  the  young  King  was 
engaged  in  a  fucceffion  of  amufements,  which  left 
him  no  leifure  for  reflection  till  it  was  too  late. 
Birth  of  -^°^  ^or}S  after  this  branch  was  thus  cruelly  cut 
the  Black  offfrom  the  royal  family,  another  fprung  up  in  its 

Prince. 

26  Concil.  M.Brit,  p-557- 
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room;  the  young  Queen  being  delivered  at  Wood-  A.D.I330 
ftoke,  June  15.,  of  a  fon,  who  was  afterwards  fo 
well  known  to  the  world,  and  to  pofterity,  by  the 
name  of  the  Black  Prince. zs 

Nor  did  Mortimer  triumph  much  longer  in  his  Mortimer 
fuccefsful  villanies.  The  King,  being  now  near 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  feeing  himfelf  a  father, 
refolved  to  take  the  reins  of  government  into  his 
own  hands,  and  to  emancipate  himfelf  from  the 
tutelage  of  the  Queen-mother  and  her  minion, 
whom  he  had  many  reafons  both  to  hate  and  fear. 
He  was  encouraged  in  this  delign  by  many  noble- 
men who  hated  Mortimer ;  and  a  plan  was  laid  for 
feizing  him  at  the  next  parliament,  which  was  to 
meet  fifteen  days  after  Michaelmas,  at  Notting- 
ham29. But  it  was  not  fo  eaiy  to  execute  this  de- 
lign, Mortimer,  both  from  a  principle  of  vanity, 
and  with  a  view  to  fafety,  being  continually  at- 
tended with  a  great  retinue  of  armed  knights.  On 
his  arrival  at  Nottingham  with  Queen  If'abel,  they 
took  poffeffion  of  the  caftle  of  that  place,  with  a 
guard  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  knigh  ts ;.  and  the 
Queen  had  the  keys  of  the  caftle  every  night  deli- 
vered to  her,  which  me  put  under  her  pillow. 
The  King,  at  his  coming,  was  admitted  into  the 
caftle,  but  only  with  a  few  attendants,  the  reft  of 
his  retinue  being  lodged  in  the  town.  In  this  fitu- 
ation  of  things,  it  was  impoffible  to  accomplim  the 
defign  without  the  affiftance  of  Sir  William  Eland, 
the  governor ;  who,  entering  heartily  into  the 

*  Walfing.p.i3o.  i9  Knyghton,  p.  3555- 
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A.D.I330.  King's  meafures,  (hewed  to  the  Lord  Montacute, 
1  /"""—  '  and  the  other  noblemen  intruded  with  the  execu- 
tion, a  fubterraneous  paflage  into  the  caftle,  by 
which  they  entered  early  in  .the  morning  October 
19.  ;  and  being  joined  by  the  King  and  his  atten- 
dants within,  they  feized  Mortimer  in  an  apart- 
ment adjoining  to  the  Queen's  3°.  This  Princefs 
mod  earnedly  entreated  her  fweet  ion  (as  fhe 
called  the  King)  to  have  pity  on  the  lovely  Mor- 
timer. But  her  entreaties  were  not  regarded, 
and  he  was  fent,  under  a  drong  guard,  to  the 
tower  of  London.  At  the  fame  time  two  of  Mor- 
timer's fons,  with  feveral  of  his  confidents,  were 
taken,  and  fent  to  the  fame  place  3I.  The  fame 
day  a  proclamation  was  iflued,  to  acquaint  all 
his  fubjects,  that  the  King  had  taken  the  admi- 
nidration  of  the  government  into  his  own  hands; 
and  a  new  parliament  was  fummoned  to  meet  at 
Wedminder,  November  26.,  for  the  trial  of  the 
prifoners.  3Z 

Mortimer        Before  this  afiembly  Mortimer  was  accufed  of 

condemn-    murdering  the  late  King,  occafioning  the  death  of 

touted.  e     tne  Earl  °f  Kent,  ufurping  the  government  from 

the  council  of  regency,  embezzling  the  public 

treafures,  and  many  other  crimes;  of  all  which  he 

was  edeemed  by  his  peers  fo  notorioufly  guilty, 

that  he  was  condemned,  without  examining  any 

witnefies,  to  the  death  of  a  traitor33.  Thisfentence 

was  executed  29th  November,  at  a  place  called 
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the  Elms,  near  Tyburn ;  and  his  body  was  fuf- 
fered  to  hang  two  days  upon  the  gibbet. 34 

Thus  periftied,  by  a  violent  and  ignominious  CharaAer 
death,  the  profligate,  infolent,  ambitious  Morti-  °.f  Mor~ 
mer ;  who,  but  a  few  years  before,  was  almoft 
adored  by  the  deluded  people  as  the  deliverer  of 
his  country,  but  noWjuftly  abhorred  as  the  mur- 
derer of  his  King.  Like  all  the  royal  favourites 
of  thofe  times,  who  refembled  one  another  as 
much  in  their  characters  as  in  their  fates,  he  was 
infatiably  covetous  and  infufTerably  vain ;  and 
made  fuch  an  oftentatious  difplay  of  his  ill-gotten 
power  and  wealth,  that  one  of  his  own  fons  called 
him  the  King  oj  Folly 3S.  A  few  of  his  moft  guilty 
accomplices  were  foon  after  condemned  and 
executed. 36 

The  Queen-mother,  though  treated  with  greater  Treat- 
lenity,  did  not  efcape  cenfure.  She  was  deprived  ment  of 
of  hertreafures  and  enormous  jointure,  and  con- 
fined  to  live  at  her  houfe  at  Rifings,  on  a  penfion 
of  three  thoufand  marks  a-year. " 

Though  Edward  was  only  a  few  days  more  than 
eighteen  years  of  age  when  he  took  the  reins  of 
government  into  his  own  hands,  his  fubjects  foon 
received  very  fenfible  advantages  from  his  admi- 
niftration.  He  exerted  his  authority  with  great 
fpirit,  in  fubduing  and  bringing  to  juftice  the  nu- 
merous gangs  of  robbers  which  infefted  all  parts 
of  the  country,  and  were  too  often  protected  by 
the  great  barons.  He  took  care  to  have  juftice 

34  Knyghton,  p. 2559.    Waiting,  p.  130.       35  Knyghton>  p.  255 8. 
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AJ).i33i.  ftrictly  and  impartially  adminiftered;  and  gave 

*—  "•"      new  life  and  vigour  to  all  parts  of  the  conftitu- 

tion38.    Happy  had  it  been  for  his  own  kingdom, 

as  well  as  for  the  neighbouring  nations,  if  he  had 

always  employed  his  great  talents  in  thefe  bene- 

ficent arts  of  peace.    But  it  foon  appeared  that  he 

was  deeply  tainted  with  ambition  ;   the  vice  of 

great  minds,  and  thefource  of  infinite  mifchiefs. 

AJ).i33z.      Scotland  about  this  time  fuflained  an  irrepa- 

Death  of    rable  loft  by  the  deaths  of  three  of  the  greateft 

bertlfou  •   men  t^iat  evel  f°ugnt  ner  battles.  Thefe  were,  the 

Earl  of       King  Robert  Bruce,  the  Lord  James  Douglas, 

radLord    w^°  ^ad  k°en  kifte&  in  Spain,  and  Randolph  Earl 

Douglas,     of  Moray,  regent  of  the  kingdom,  who  died  this 

year,  July  20  39.    He  was  fucceeded  in  the  re- 

gency by  Donald  Earl  of  Marr.  <° 

claims  of        By  one  article  of  the  late  peace  with  England, 

Engiifh      jt  was  ftipulated,  that  fome  Englilh  noblemen 

Scotland!    fliould  be  reftored  to  their  eftates  in  Scotland. 

The  execution  of  this  article  was  delayed  from 

time  to  time,  for  reafons  which  are  not  certainly 

known,  by  the  King  of  Scots  and  the    regent. 

Several  juft  and  warm  remonftrances  were  made 

on  this  fubjecl  by  the  court  of  England  j  which 

produced  nothing  but  excufes  from  that  of  Scot- 

land.41 

Edward  The  Englifti  noblemen,  feeing  no  end  of  thefe 
Baiiol  and  Delays,  formed  a  defign  to  attempt  a  revolution  in 
Scotland,  in  favour  of  the  Baiiol  family,  as  the 


invade       moft  effectual  way  to  get  pofleffion  of  their  eftates 
Scotland. 

38  Cotton's  Abridg.  39  Fordun,  1.43.  0.14.  19.  ai. 
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in  that  kingdom.  With  this  view  the  Lord  Ed-  A.D. 
ward  Baliol,  who  was  living  as  a  private  man  on 
his  eftates  in  France,  was  invited  into  England, 
with  promifes  of  affiftancein  profecuting  his  claim 
to  the  crown  of  Scotland  which  his  father  had 
fometime  worn.  Edward,  who  wanted  neither 
courage  nor  ambition,  accepted  the  invitation  ; 
and  on  his  arrival  in  the  north  of  England,  with 
forty  knights  in  his  company,  he  was  joined  by  the 
Earls  of  Athole  and  Angus,  the  Lords  Beaumont, 
Wake,  Waren,  and  feveral  other  barons,  who 
raifed  a  body  of  2500  men,  well  armed 41.  This 
was  too  fmall  a  force  to  make  an  attempt  upon 
the  fouth  of  Scotland,  where  the  people,  were 
ufed  to  arms,  and  continually  upon  their  guard. 
They  therefore  embarked  at  Ravenfpur,  and 
failing  up  the  frith  of  Forth,  landing  at  Kinghorn 
Auguft  6.,  difperfing,  with  much  eafe  and  great 
flaughter,  a  crowd  of  country  people,  who  had 
affembled  haflily  to  oppofe  their  landing. 43 

This  firft  fuccefs  was  followed  by  others  flill  Succefre« 
greater  and  more  furprifing.  The  Earl  of  Marr, 
with  the  am"  fiance  of  the  noblemen  in  thofe  parts, 
collected  in  a  few  days  an  army,  as  it  is  faid,  of 
40,000  men.  But  all  the  proceedings  of  this  con- 
fufed  rabble  were  rafti  and  tumultuary.  Depend- 
ingontheirnumberSjtheykept  no  guard,  and  were 
furprifed  in  their  camp  on  the  banks  of  the  river 


42  Walfing.  p.  131.     Heming.  p. 273.     Knyght.  001.2560. 

43  M.Weft,  Contin.     Knyghton,  p.256o.     K.  de  Avefbury,  p. a*. 
Heming.  p. 272.     Ford.  l.ij.  0.22. 

VOL.  vii.  o  Era, 


194  HISTORY  OF  BRITAIN.  Book  IV. 

AJD.I332.  Ern,  not  far  from  Perth,  in  the  night  between  the 
v"  *""-'  nth  and  i2th  of  Auguft,  and  routed  with  great 
flaughter.  Next  morning,  a  great  number  of 
fugitives  rallying,  and  afhamed  of  what  had  hap- 
pened, returned  to  the  charge,  but  with  fuch  paf- 
lionate  precipitation,  that  they  were  again  thrown 
into  confufion,  and  put  to  flight.  In  thefe  two 
actions  the  Scotch,  befides  an  incredible  number 
of  private  men,  loft  the  Earls  of  Marr,  Carrick, 
and  Monteith,  with  feveral  other  lords,  and  many 
gentlemen,  which  threw  the  whole  kingdom  into 
fuch  con fler nation,  that  it  was  thought  proper  to 
fend  their  young  King  and  Queen  into  France  for 
their  fafety.  Baliol  purfuing  this  favourable  gale 
of  good  fortune,  took  poffeffion  of  Perth  without 
refiftance,  and  on  the  zjth  September  he  was 
crowned  King  of  Scotland  at  Scone. 44 
Edward  Though  the  King  of  England  had  taken  no  part 
marches  publicly  in  thefe  tranfa6lions,  it  is  highly  probable 
north.  that  they  were  not  undertakenbyhis  fubjects  with- 
out his  knowledge  and  confent.  It  is  at  lead  cer- 
tain, that  he  granted  Baliol  a  fafe-conduc~l  for  his 
coming  into  England ;  a  prefumptive  proof  that 
he  did  not  difapprove  of  his  defign.  But  however 
this  may  be,  Edward  was  holding  a  parliament  at 
Weftminfler  when  he  received  the  news  of  this 
furprifing  revolution  in  Scotland,  and  was  advifed 
by  that  aflembly  to  march  immediately  with  a 


44  R.  de  Areftmry,  p.  32,  33.  Heming.  p.  373,  373,  274. 
Knyghton,  p.a559.  Fordun,  1.13.  c.  33,  33,  34,  35.  Buchanan, 
lib.  9.  Walfing.  p.  133. 
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good  army  into  the  north,  that  he  might  be  at  A.D.I332, 
hand  to  act  as  occaiion  fhould  require  .4s  ^—  ~*~  -J 

While  Edward  was  on  his  march  into  the  north,  Baliol  fub- 
Baliol  executed  letters  patent  at  Roxburgh,  dated  ^*^e 
November23.,  fubjedling  the  crown  and  kingdom  of  Scot- 
of  Scotland  to  the  crown  of  England,  engaging  to  !*nd  to 
deliver  the  town  of  Berwick  to  Edward,  and  to 
marry  his  filler  the  Princefs  Jane,  if  her  marriage 
with  his  rival  David  Bruce  could  be  diffolved.  *6 

Not  long  after  this,  Baliol,  obferving  the  coun-  Baliol  ex- 
try  in  a  (late  of  feeming  tranquillity,  difmnTed  his  Pelled* 
troops  and  retired  to  Annan  with  a  {lender  reti- 
nue to  keep  his  Chriftmas  ;  but  here  he  was  at- 
tacked in  the  night  by  Sir  Archibald  Douglas, 
young  Randolph  Earl  of  Moray,  and  Sir  Simon 
Frafer,  fo  fuddenly,  that  with  great  difficulty 
he  got  on  horfeback,  without  a  faddle,  and  ef- 
caped  to  Carlifle,  almoft  naked,  leaving  his  bro- 
ther Henry  dead  behind  him,  and  all  his  baggage 
in  the  hands  of  his  enemies.  Thus  did  Baliol  lofe 
his  crown  by  a  change  of  fortune  more  fub- 
den  and  furprifing  than  that  by  which  he  had 
gained  it.  47 

Edward  was  in  York  when  he  heard  of  this 


fecond  revolution  in  Scotland,  and  confulted  his  Edward 
parliament,  which  met  in  that  city,  January  5.,  his  parjia, 
whether  he  mould  content  himfelf  with  the  fupe-  menu 
riority,  or  attempt  to  obtain  the  fovereignty  of 
that  kingdom.     But  the  parliament,  for  reafons 

•»5  Rymer,  t-4-  p.J33,  534.  54Q- 

''  Id.  ibid,  p-536,  537,  538,  539. 
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A.D.I333.  which  are  not  certainly  known,  did  not  think  fit  to 

' — » '  give  him  any  advice  on  that  important  queftion.4' 

The  Scots  The  Scots,  not  contented  with  having  expelled 
England  Baliol,  renewed  their'plundering  incurfions  into 
the  north  of  England ;  which  greatly  incenied  Ed- 
ward againft  them,  and  made  him  haften  his  pre- 
parations for  the  re-eflablimment  of  Baliol49.  He 
called  a  parliament  to  meet  at  York,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  March;  which  being  equally  incenfed 
againft  the  Scots  for  their  depredations,  no  longer 
obferved  their  former  filence,  but  advifed  Edward 
to  attempt  the  recovery  of  Berwick  and  the  re- 
dudtion  of  Scotland,  promifing  to  afiift  him  with 
all  their  power.  s° 

Edward  Edward  was  not  flow  in  following  an  advice  fo 
agreeaD^e  to  his  inclinations.  He  appointed  the 
rendezvous  of  his  army  to  be  atNewcaftle,May2., 
from  whence  he  marched,  and  invefted  Berwick 
on  all  fides.  The  place  was  provided  with  a  nu- 
merous garrifon,  and  made  a  brave  defence;  but 
the  fiege  was  pulhed  with  fo  much  vigour,  that  it 
was  obliged  to  capitulate  on  July  16.,  and  agreed 
to  furrender  on  Tuefday  the  soth,  at  fun-rifing, 
if  not  relieved  before  that  time ;  and  Sir  W.  Keith, 
governor  of  the  town,  was  allowed  to  go  to  the 
regent  of  Scotland,  and  folicit  relief.  Sl 
Battle  of  Lord  Archibald  Douglas,  regent  of  Scotland 
Haiiidon  for  King  David  Bruce,  had  collected  a  numerous 

hill. 

*8  Cotton's  Abridg.  p.  14. 
49  Rymer,  M.  p.jji,  553.     Heming.  p.3;4. 
*•  Waiting,  p. 133.     Knyghton,  col.»j6z. 
51  Rymer,  1.4.  p.j64.  $68. 
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army,  with  which  he  had  invaded  England,  in  A.D.I333. 
hopes  of  drawing  Edward  from  the  liege  of  Ber- 
wick  to  the  protection  of  his  own  country.  But 
the  importunities  of  Sir  W.  Keith  prevailed  upon 
him  to  change  his  plan  of  operations,  and  march 
directly  towards  Berwick  for  its  relief.  The  Scots 
army  came  in  fight  of  that  place,  Monday  July  19., 
about  noon,  and  found  the  Englifli  army  drawn 
up  on  Hallidon  hill,  about  a  mile  north-weft  of 
the  town,  ready  to  receive  them.  The  Scotch 
were  grievoufly  galled  by  the  Englifli  archers  in 
mounting  the  hill,  which  made  them  rufli  on  to 
the  attack  with  much  precipitation.  Their  firft 
fhock  was  violent;  but  being  bravely  fuftained 
by  the  Englifli,  and  the  regent  being  killed,  they 
inftantly  fell  into  conf  iifion,  and  fled  on  all  hands, 
and  were  purfued  feveral  miles  by  Edward,  at 
the  head  of  the  Englifli  cavalry,  and  by  the 
Irifli  under  Lord  Darcy,  with  a  mod  dreadful 
carnage.  Befides  a  prodigious  number  of  pri- 
vate men,  the  greateft  part  of  the  nobility,  who 
adhered  to  the  family  of  Bruce,  were  either  killed 
or  taken  prifoners  in  this  battle.  This  glorious 
victory  was  obtained  with  very  little  lofs,  and 
was  followed  by  the  furrender  of  the  town  and 
caflle  of  Berwick,  according  to  the  capitulation. s* 
Edward,  fatisfied  with  the  fuccefs  of  this  cam- 
paign,  left  a  body  of  26,000  men  with  Baliol  to 
reduce  Scotland  under  his  authority  j  and,  dif- 

53  Heming.  p. 275,  276,  2177.  Knyghton,  p.aj59-  Otterborne, 
p.U5.  Buchanan,  1.9.  Fordun,  1,13.  0.37,  28.  Rymer,  vol-4. 
p-568. 
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mifling  the  reft  of  his  army,  returned  into  Eng- 
land 53.  So  many  of  the  heads  of  the  Brucean 
party  had  fallen  in  the  late  battle,  thatBaliol  met 
•with  no  further  oppofition,  and  held  a  parliament 
at  Perth,  foon  after  Michaelmas,  in  perfect  tran- 
quillity. At  this  parliament  Baliol's  right  to  the 
crown  of  Scotland  was  recognized,  the  fuperio- 
rity  of  England  acknowledged,  all  the  laws  which 
had  been  made  in  the  reigns  of  Robert  Bruce  and 
his  fonDavid  repealed,  the  noblemen  who  had  ad- 
hered to  that  family  were  profcribed,  and  their 
eftates  beftowed  chiefly  on  the  Englifli  noblemen 
who  had  contributed  mod  to  this  revolution54. 
Thus  wasBaliol  once  more  reftored  to  the  throne 
of  Scotland. 

A.D.I334.  But  this  unhappy  prince  flill  wanted  the  firmed 
Ceffions  fupport  of  a  throne,  the  affections  of  his  fubjecls; 
to  and  a  tranfaction  which  foon  after  happened,  ren- 
dered  him  the  object  of  their  fovereign  contempt 
and  hatred.  He  attended  the  King  of  England  at 
Newcaftle,  June  12.,  and  did  homage  in  perfon 
for  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  June  1 8. ;  and  made 
an  entire  ceflion  of  the  fliires  of  Edinburgh,  Rox- 
burgh, Selkirk,  Dumfries,  Peebles,  Haddington, 
and  Linlithgow,  with  all  their  towns  and  caftles, 
to  be  for  ever  united  to  the  crown,  and  incor- 
porated with  the  kingdom  of  England. ss 

This  too  liberal  conceffion  furnifhed  the  friends 
of     of  the  family  of  Bruce  with  a  popular  topic  of  de- 

53  Knyghton,  p.256o.     Walfing.  p.132. 

54  Barnes  Hift.  ed.  3.  p.  8z.     Rymer,  vol.4.  p«576. 
*5  Id.  ibid.  p.  614— 618. 
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clamation  againft  this  fliadovv  of  a  king ;  who  A.D  1334 
not  only  degraded  the  honour  of  his  crown,  but  v — /"— ' 
difmembered  its  moft  valuable  provinces,  and  was 
no  better  than  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  the  King  of 
England.  Even  fome  of  Baliol's  friends  were  dif- 
gufted  at  this  lafl  tranfa&ion ;    and  his  whole 
party  was  torn  in  pieces  by  their  difputes  about 
dividing  the  fpoils  of  their  ruined  enemies. 55 

Thefe  circumftances  encouraged  the  chiefs  of  Attempt 
theBrucean  party  to  confult  together,  in  order  to  B°  J^f*1 
take  advantage  of  the  difcontents  of  the  people 
and  the  divifions  of  their  enemies.  They  fent 
ambaffadors  to  the  King  of  France,  who  had  fo 
kindly  entertained  their  young  and  unfortunate 
King  and  Queen,  to  folicit  affiflance  for  their 
refloration57.  Sir  Andrew  Moray  of  Bothwell, 
who  had  been  regent  of  Scotland  for  King  David 
Bruce,  collecting  an  army,  reduced  the  north  of 
Scotland  to  the  obedience  of  his  mailer,  and  ob- 
liged Baliol  to  retire  to  Berwick.  On  this  new 
turn  of  affairs,  the  Earls  of  Athole,  Dunbar,  and 
feveral  other  barons  deferted  him,  and  embraced 
the  more  popular  party  of  his  rival. 

When  Edward  received  intelligence  of  thefe  Edward 
commotions  in  Scotland,  he  was  holding  a  parlia- 
ment,  which  met  at  Weftminfler,  September  19. ; 
and  having  obtained  a  fifteenth  from  the  barons 
and  knights  of  (hires,  and  a  tenth  from  the  citi- 
zens and  burgeffes,  to  enable  him  to  profecute 

5*  Leland's  Collect,  vol.z.  p-554-     Ford.  1. 13.  0.39. 
57  Froiflkrt,  l.i.  0.33. 
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A.D.I334.  the  war  with  Scotland,  he  fpent  the  winter  in  the 
north  of  England,  and  at  Roxburgh,  in  the  fouth 
of  Scotland,  that  he  might  be  ready  to  enter  upon 
action  in  the  fpring 58.  In  the  mean  time,  he 
furnifhed  Baliol  with  a  body  of  troops,  which 
enabled  him  to  maintain  his  ground,  and  keep 
up  the  war  during  the  winter. 

Edward's  warlike  operations  againft  Scotland 
and  Baliol  were  fufpended  for  fome  time,  by  the  arrival  of 
invade  ambaffadors  from  the  King  of  France,  to  nego- 

Scotland. 

tiate  a  peace  S9>    But  thele  negotiations  proving 
abortive,  he  entered  Scotland  on  July  IT.,  by 
way  of  Carlifle,  at  the  head  of  a  very  powerful 
army,  while  Baliol  advanced  from  Berwick  with 
another  at  the  fame  time  fc.    The  two  kings  with 
their  armies  joined  at  Perth,   without  having 
met  with  any  confiderable  oppofition.    The  re- 
mainder of  this  year  was  fpent  in  undecilive  but 
pernicious  plunderings  and  fkirmimes,  and   in 
fhort  truces  that  were  ill  obferved. 6I 
A.D.I336.      Hoflilities  were  fufpended  for  fome  months,  by 
of  Scot-      a  truce  procured  by  the  agents  of  the  Pope  and 
land.         King  of  France 6I ;  during  which  a  congrefs  was 
held  at  Newcaftle  for  negotiating  a  peace,  but 
without  effect 63.  The  truce  expiring  May  9.,  Ed- 
ward fent  an  army  into  Scotland,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Henry  Earl  of  Lancafter,  and  foon  after 


58  Knyghton,  col.  1565.     Rymer,  vol.  4.  p.6z8 — 634. 
5»  Knyght.  001.1566.  €°  Rymer,  yol.4.  $.637.  640. 
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followed  in  perfon6*.  The  Brucean  Scots  not  ^.0.1336. 
having  yet  received  the  promifed  fuccours  from 
France,  and  being  quite  unable  to  meet  their 
enemies  in  the  field,  retired  to  their  woods  and 
mountains,  leaving  all  the  level  and  open  country 
a  defence!  efs  prey,  Edward,  greatly  incenfed  at 
thefe  repeated  revolts,  marched  through  Athole 
to  Invernefs,  marking  his  way  with  delegation  ; 
and  returning  in  the  fame  mannerby  thefea-coaft, 
he  burnt  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  and  arrived  again 
at  Perth  about  the  end  of  Auguft,  having  fubdued 
every  thing  but  the  hearts  of  the  inhabitants 6s. 
Leaving  his  brother  Prince  John,  and  part  of  his 
army,  with  Baliol  at  Perth,  he  haftened  to  meet 
his  parliament  at  Nottingham,  Sept.  23.  Here 
he  received  the  melancholy  news  of  the  death  of 
his  brother  Prince  John  at  Perth,  and  of  fome 
hoflile  enterprifes  of  the  Scots60.  Having  ob- 
tainedafupplyfromhisparliamentatNottingham, 
he  flew  back  to  Scotland,  and  arrived  at  Perth  in 
the  beginning  of  November.  But  Sir  Andrew 
Moray,  the  Brucean  regent,  immediately  retired 
from  the  liege  of  Stirling  cattle  to  his  faftneffes 
with  his  followers  j  and  Edward,  after  carrying 
defolation  into  fome  other  parts  of  that  wretched 
country,  left  it,  and  returned  to  London,  about 
Chriftmas.67 

64  Rymer,  vol.4,  p. 69.5.     Heming.  p.  478. 
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It  had  been  no  fecret  for  fome  time  paft,  that 
the  King  of  France,  dreading  the  martial  and  am- 

,  .  .          °  .   .        _  „  '         j     u    j       r, 

bitious  Ipirit  of  Jkdward,  had  reiolved  to  give  a 
affert  hi«     very  powerful  affiftance  to  the  party  of  David 
the  crown  Bruce  in  Scotland,  to  enable  them  to  protract  the 
of  France,  war ;  and  that  he  was  making  great  preparations 
for  that  purpofe.  But  Edward  determined  to  pre- 
vent him  ;  and,  inftead  of  waiting  for  him  on  the 
defolated  plains  of  Scotland,  to  carry  the  war  into 
the  fertile  provinces  of  France,  and  boldly  affert 
his  claim  to  that  crown.     As  this  fatal  claim  was 
the  fource  of  long  and  bloody  wars  between  the 
two  powerful  kingdoms  of  England  and  France, 
it  will  be  proper  to  explain,  in  a  few  words,  the 
foundation  on  which  it  was  built. 

Founda-         It  would  be  quite  inconfiftent  with  the  fludied 
tion  of       brevity  of  this  work,  to  enter  upon  a  laborious  in- 

Edward's  .      /  .    .    ' 

claim  to  quiry  into  the  origin  and  true  meaning  or  the  balic 
the  crown  ]aw>  an(j  the  rule  of  fucceffion  to  the  crown  of 
France.  It  is  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  though 
the  French  monarchy  had  already  exifted  nine  hun- 
dred years,  no  female  had  ever  filled  that  throne  j 
and  that  the  daughters  of  feveral  ancient  kings  of 
France  (who  died  without  male  iflue)  had  been 
regularly  excluded  from  the  fucceffion,  by  virtue- 
of  fome  eflablimed  law  or  cuflom.  It  was  alfo  in 
virtue  of  this  law  or  cuflom,  that  the  two  imme- 
diate predeceflbrs  of  Philip  de  Valois,  the  prefent 
King  of  France,  as  well  as  Philip  himfelf,  had 
fucceeded  to  the  crown;  as  will  appear  from  the 
following  (hort  detail  of  their  fuccefli ons.  Philip 

the 
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the  Fair,  King  of  France,  at  his  death,  left  three 
fons,  Lewis  Hutin,  Philip  the  Long,  and  Charles 
the  Fair,  and  one    daughter,  Ifabel,  queen  to 
Edward  II.  and  mother  to  Edward  III.,  kings  of 
England.  Lewis  Hutin  fucceeded  his  father,  and 
after  a  fhort  reign  died,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Joanna,  and  his  queen  pregnant,  who  was  deli- 
vered of  a  fon,  who  lived  only  four  days  ;  upon 
which  Philip  the  Long  fucceeded  peacebly  to  the 
crown,  to  the  exclulion  of  his  elder  brother's 
daughter,  the  Princefs  Joanna.    Philip  the  Long 
having  reigned  only  a  few  years,  died  alfo  with- 
out male  iflue ;  but  left  four  daughters,   Jane, 
Margaret,  Ifabel,  and  Blanch ;  and  was  fucceed- 
ed by  his  brother  Charles  the  Fair,  to  the  exclu- 
lion  of  all  his  daughters.     Charles  the  Fair,  the 
youngefl  of  the  three  fons  of  Philip  the  Fair, 
died  February  i.,  A.D.  13  28.,  leaving  one  daugh- 
ter Maria,  and  his  queen  with  child.    Here  this 
famous  controverfy  began,  concerning  the  right 
to  the  regency  till  the  Queen  was  delivered,  and 
to  the  fucceffion,  if  flie  was  delivered  of  a  daugh- 
ter. The  claimants  were,  Philip  de  Valois,  fon 
of  Charles  de  Valois,  who  was  brother  to  Philip 
the  Fair,  and  Edward  III.  King  of  England,  fon 
of  Ifabel,  daughter  of  the  fame  Philip  the  Fair. 
This  great  caufe  was  debated  before  an  aflembly 
of  the   flates  of  France,  the   only  competent 
judges.     For   Philip  it  was  pleaded,  that  the 
male  iffue  of  Philip  the  Fair  being  extinct,  and 
all  females,  and  their  defcendants,  being  by  the 
laws  and  cuftoms  of  France  excluded,  he  had 

a  clear 
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AJ).  1337.  a  clear  and  undoubted  right   to  the  regency, 
as  being  the  next  male  heir,  the  fon  of  Charles 
de  Valois,  brother  of  Philip  the  Fair.     For  Ed- 
ward it  was  argued,  that  being  fon  of  Ifabel, 
daughter  of  Philip  the  Fair,  he  was  nearer  in 
blood  to  the  three  laft  kings  of  France,  being 
their  filler's  fon,  than  Philip,  who  was  only  their 
uncle's  fon ;  and  that  though  his  mother  Ifa- 
bel was  by  the  laws  of  France  excluded  on  ac- 
count of  her  fex,  yet  he,  not  being  liable  to  the 
fame  objection, ought  to  fucceed.  From  this  (late 
of  the  cafe  it  appears,  that  the  precife  point  in 
queflion  between  thefe  two  princes  was   this, 
whether,  by  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  France,  not 
only  females,  but  alfo  their  defcendants,  were  ex- 
cluded from  the  fucceflion  to  that  crown  ?  Both 
allowed  that  females  were  excluded  ;  other  wife 
neither  of  them  could  have  had  any  right,  as 
there  were  daughters  of  all  the  three  laft  kings  of 
France  then  living.    But  they  differed  widely  as 
to  the  exclufion  of  the  male  defcendants  of  thefe 
excluded  females.    The  advocates  for  Edward 
maintained,   that  the  fole  reafon  of  the  law  or 
cuftom  excluding  females  from  the  crown  was 
on  account  of  the  imbecility  of  their  fex,  and 
fuppofed  incapacity  for  reigning ;  but  that  this 
reafon  not  militating  againft  their  male  defcen- 
dants, they  ought  not  to  be  excluded.     Thofe 
who  pleaded  the  caufe  of  Philip,  affirmed,  that 
females,  having  no  right  to  the  fucceflion  them- 
felves,  could  convey  no  right  to  their  defcendants; 
and  that  the  reafon  of  the  law  or  cuftom  of  ex- 
cluding 
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eluding  females  from  the  fucceffion  was,  not  only  A.D.i337. 
to  prevent  the  weaker  fex  from  wearing  the  *• — Y"-— ' 
crown,  but  alfo  to  prevent  foreign  princes,  their 
defendants,  ftrangers  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms 
of  France,  from  afcending  that  throne.  They 
added  further,  That  the  exclufion  of  the  de- 
fcendants  of  females,  as  well  as  females  them- 
felves,  was  fo  well  known,  that  two  princes,  one 
defcended  from  the  daughter  of  Lewis  Hutin, 
and  the  other  from  one  of  the  daughters  of  Philip 
the  Long,  who  had  both  a  better  title  than  Ed- 
ward, if  there  was  any  ftrength  in  his  plea,  made 
no  claim.  Influenced  by  thefe  arguments,  and 
perhaps  a  little  fwayed  by  their  affection  to  a 
prince  of  their  own  country,  the  ftates  of  France, 
gave  a  decifion  in  favour  of  Philip  de  Valois : 
who  immediately  afTumed  the  regency ;  and  the 
Queen  being  delivered  of  a  daughter,  heafcended 
the  throne  without  any  further  oppofition. 68 

Though  Edward,  naturally  ambitious,  was  no  Reafon  of 
doubt  much  difpleafed  at  this  decifion  ;  yet  he  Edward's 
found  it  neceflary  to  do  homage  to  Philip  for  his  his  cUim. 
French  dominions,  and  perform  feveral  other  a6ls 
expreffive  of  his  acknowledging  him  as  lawful 
King  of  France.     It  is  even  probable,  that  he 
never  would  have  profecuted  his  claim,  unlefs 
invited  by  fome  very  favourable  opportunity,  if 
many  occaiions  of  quarrel  had  not  arifen  between 
him  and  Philip,  efpecially  about  the  affairs  of 
Scotland.     Philip  not  only  afforded  an  afylum  to 

•*  Specileg.  torn.  3.  p.  87.      Mem.  de  1'Acad.  de  B.L.  torn.  »o. 
c. 
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AJD.I337.  the  young  King  and  Queen  of  Scotland,  when 
*--*-—'  obliged  to  abandon  their  country,  but  he  alfo 
encouraged  their  partifans,  fending  them  fmall 
fupplies  of  men  and  money,  and  was  now  making 
great  preparations  to  give  them  a  very  powerful 
aid.  Edward,  greatly  incenfed  at  this  and  other 
injuries,  refolved  to  revive  his  claim  to  the  crown 
of  France,  and  carry  the  war  into  that  country. 
Edward  He  was  much  confirmed  and  encouraged  in  this 
prompted  refolution  by  Robert  d'Artois  (a  prince  of  the 
blood-royal  of  France,  and  King  Philip's  brother- 
in-law),  who  had  lately  taken  (belter  in  the  court 
of  England,  where  he  met  with  a  very  kind  recep- 
tion6'. This  Robert  had  many  years  before  main- 
tained a  law-fuit  for  the  county  of  Artois,  which 
was  adjudged  to  his  rival  by  a  definitive  fentence 
of  Philip  the  Fair,  in  1 309.  Though  Robert  was 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  this  fentence,  he  always  con- 
fidered  it  as  oppreffive  and  unjuft.  But  when 
Philip  de  Valois,  his  brother-in-law,  mounted  the 
throne  of  France,  he  began  to  entertain  hopes  of 
getting  this  fentence  reverfed ;  and  prefuming, 
perhaps  too  much,  on  the  favour  of  his  prince,  to 
whom  he  was  fo  nearly  allied,  he  was  unhappily 
privy  to  the  forgingcertaindeedsforflrengthening 
his  title  to  the  difputed  territory70.  The  forgery 
was  detected;  a  fentence  of  banimment  and  con- 
fifcation  was  pronounced  againfl  Robert  j  who 
retired,  firft  into  Brabant,  and  afterwards  into 


*»  Rymer,  1.4.  p.  747.     Frolflart,  1. 1. 
7*  Froiflart,  1. 1.  c.a6.  p.  31. 
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England,  inflamed  with  the  mod  violent  and  im-  A.D.i33r. 
placable  rage  againft  Philip,  who  had  behaved,  ' — ir— ' 
as  he  thought,  with  unbecoming  feverity  on  this 
occaiion.  To  gratify  at  once  his  refentment 
againft  Philip,  and  to  recover  the  eftates  and 
honours  which  he  had  loft,  this  illuftrious  exile 
laboured  earneltly  to  perfuade  Edward  of  the 
validity  of  his  title  to  the  crown  of  France,  and 
of  the  practicability  of  making  good  that  title71. 
Thefe  perfuafions  were  too  agreeable  not  to  be 
fuccefsful;  and  about  the  beginning  of  this  year, 
he  came  to  a  final  refolution  to  attempt  the  ac- 
quifition  of  thecrown  of  France,  which  hebelieved 
to  be  his  right. 

Edward,  well  knowing  the  difficulty  of  the  en-  Edward'* 
terprife  in  which  he  was  engaging,  and  that  with-  V™P*™- 

tions  for 

out  poweiiul  allies  on  the  continent,  Itrong  fleets  invading 
and  armies,  and  a  mighty  mafs  of  treafure,  he  France' 
could  expect  no  fuccefs  in  it,  laboured  to  procure 
all  thefe  with  much  diligence.  By  his  ambafia- 
dors,  he  concluded  treaties  with  the  Emperor 
Lewis  of  Bavaria,  the  Dukes  of  Brabant  and 
Guilders,  the  Archbifhop  of  Cologne,  the  Mar- 
quis of  Juliers,  the  Counts  of  Hainault  and  Na- 
mur,  the  Lords  Tauquemont,  Bacquen,  and  fome 
others ;  who,  for  certain  fublidies,  engaged  to 
affift  him  with  their  forces  in  his  deligns  againft 
France ?2.  The  Earl  of  Flanders  would  have  been 
a  molt  ufeful  ally  to  Edward  on  this  occafion,  on 
account  of  the  power  and  wealth  of  his  fubjedts, 

71  Froiflart,  1.x.  c.  49.  p.  36. 

131  Rymer,  vol.4.  p«75« — 777»  &c,  Froiflart,  I.i.  c.af.  33.  36. 
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A.D.I337.  an^  the  fituation  of  his  country  ;  and  he  courted 
'  —  «""'"J  his  alliance  by  the  moil  tempting  offers.  But 
that  prince  was  fteady  and  warm  in  his  attach- 
ment to  Philip.  This  obliged  the  King  of 
England  to  cultivate  the  friendfhip  of  a  factious 
demagogue  of  that  country,  one  James  d'  Arte- 
ville,  a  brewer  in  Ghent,  who  was  at  the  head  of  a 
very  powerful  party  againfl  the  Earl,  and  really 
pofiefled  more  authority  in  the  rich  cities  of 
Flanders  than  their  lawful  prince.  By  the  in- 
fluence 'of  this  man,  thefe  cities  were  brought 
to  favour  the  defigns  of  Edward,  and  to  invite 
him  to  land  his  army  in  their  territories.  This 
whole  year  was  fpent  in  forming  thefe  alliances, 
and  making  other  preparations  for  this  grand 
expedition.  " 

A.D.13^8.      Though  Edward  had  obtained  a  confiderable 

^trS"1     a^  ^rom  a  Parnament  which  met  laft  year  about 

money  for  Michaelmas,  he  foon  found  that  this  would  not 

hi»  expedi-  befufficientto  enable  him  to  fulfil  his  engagements 

with  his  foreign  allies,  and  make  the  other  necef- 

fary  preparations  for  the  invafion  of  France.    He 

called  another  parliament,  therefore,  to  meet  at 

Weftminfter  February  3.  ;  and  his  defigns  againfl 

France  were  at  this  time  fo  popular,  that  he  ob- 

tained from  the  prelates,  barons,  and  knights  of 

fliires,  one  half  of  their  wool  of  this  year74;  a  very 

valuable  and  extraordinary  grant!  Befides  this  he 

levied  money  by  many  other  methods.    He  feized 

all  the  tin  in  Cornwall  and  Devonlhire;  —  took 

poffeffion  of  the  lands  of  all  priories  alien  j  —  the 

11  Froiflart,  l.i.  c.jo.  74  Rymer,  rol.j.  p-3« 

money, 
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money,  jewels,  and  valuable  effects  of  the  Lorn- 
bard  merchants,  the  great  dealers  in  money  of 
thefe  times.  He  demanded  certain  quantities  of 
bread-corn,  oats,  and  bacon,  from  each  county, 
borrowed  their  lilver-plate  from  many  abbies,  as 
well  as  great  fums  of  money,  both  abroad  and  at 
home,  and  pawned  his  very  crown  for  50,000 
florins  n.  Such  mighty  efforts  were  necefTary  to 
fet  this  great  machine  in  motion  ! 

Having  at  lengthgot  allthings  in  readinefs,and  Edward 
appointed  his  eldeft  fon  Edward  guardian  of  the  "nl^rlcs 

tor  France. 

kingdom,  he  failed  from  the  port  of  Orwell,  in 
Suffolk,  July  16.,  with  a  gallant  fleet  and  army.76 

At  his  arrival  on  the  continent,  he  was  far  from  p;n(js  y, 
finding  his  allies  fo  ready  and  willing  to  enter  upon  alli« 
action  as  he  expected,  prefenting  him  with  diffi- 
culties, fcruples,  and  excufes,  inftead  of  troops. 
This  obliged  him  to  fpend  this  whole  year  in  ne- 
gotiations. To  remove  the  fcruples  of  the  Fle- 
mings about  fighting  againit  their  liege  lord  the 
Kingof  France,  he afiumed, after  much  helitation, 
the  dangerous  title  of  King  of  France /7.  That  he 
might  have  a  pretence  for  commanding  the  Ger- 
man princes,  he  obtained  from  the  Emperor,  in  an 
interview  he  had  with  that  Prince  September  2., 
the  title  of  vicar  of  the  empire ?s.  To  fome  of 


75  Rymer,  vol-5.  p.j.  48,  49>  5O»  51.  60.  101.     Walling.  p.i46. 
Knyghton,  p.zj7o,  4571. 

?c  Rymer,  vol.  5-  p.  64,  65.     Walfing.  p.  136. 

77  Rymer,  vol.  5.  p. 66.     R.  de  Aveibury,  p. 51 — 54. 

78  Knyghton,  p.  1571. 
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Aj).i338.  his  allies  he  granted  advantages  in  trade, to  others 
'  "  '  honours,  and  to  all  large  fums  of  money;  which  fo 
exhaufted  his  treafures,  that  he  alked  and  ob- 
tained frefli  fupplies  from  a  parliament  which 
was  held  this  year  in  his  abfence 79.  At  length, 
with  much  difficulty  and  great  expence,  he 
brought  all  his  allies  to  agree  to  rendezvous 
with  their  troops  next  year  by  July  8.,  in  order 
to  begin  the  war  by  the  fiege  of  Cambray. 
That  Edward  might  be  near  at  hand  to  keep 
his  allies  ileady,  and  quicken  their  preparations, 
he  fpent  the  winter  at  Antwerp. 

A.D.I339.  But  after  all  his  labours  and  expences,  Edward 
found  his  allies  ftill  dilatory  and  irrefolute,  and  in- 
France;  fatiableintheirdemandsformoney ;  which  obliged 
him  not  only  to  ftretch  his  credit  to  the  utmoil  in 
borrowing,  but  alfo  to  pawn  his  Queen's  jewels80. 
It  was  about  the  middle  of  September  before  he 
could  bring  his  army  into  the  field;  and  when  he 
approached  the  confines  of  France,  the  Counts  of 
Namur  and  Hainault  refufed  to  march  any  fur- 
ther, and  retired  with  their  forces 8r.  After  this 
defection,  Edward  had  ftill  an  army  of  47,000 
men,  with  which  he  ravaged  the  countries  of 
Cambrefis  and  Vermandois, 8z 

King  Philip  who  had  fufficient  warning  of  this  for- 

Phiiip's      midable  invafion,  had  not  been  indolent  in  pre- 
paring  for  his  own  defence.     He  had  formed  al- 


79  Knyghton,  p.  2571. 

80  Rymer,  vol.5.  p.&3.  91.  no.  118.  120. 
"  Froiffart,  l.i.  0.39. 
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liances  with  the  King  of  Bohemia  and  Navarre,  A.D.I339. 
the  Dukes  of  Britanny,  Lorraine,  and  Auitria,  *~ — v"""--' 
the  Palatine  of  the  Rhine,  the  Bifliop  of  Liege, 
the  Counts  of  Deuxpont,  Vaudemont,  Geneva, 
and  iome  others,  and  now  appeared  at  the  Head 
of  an  army  of  1 00,000  men.  The  two  armies  lay 
feveral  weeks  within  a  fewleagues  of  one  another; 
and  even  faced  each  other  feveral  days  in  the  field 
in  order  of  battle.  But  Philip  keeping  on  the  de- 
fenfive,  as  unwilling  to  hazard  his  crown  and  king- 
dom in  an  engagement;  and  Edward  finding  no 
opportunity  of  attacking  a'  force  fo  much  fuperior 
to  advantage,  both  armies  retired  into  winter- 
quarters  without  having  come  to  aclion  83.  Thus 
ended  this  firft  campaign,  in  which  Edward  reaped 
no  real  advantage  from  all  the  immenfe  fums  of 
money  which  he  had  expended,  and  a  prodigious 
debt  of  300,000!.  which  he  had  contracted  *4:  a 
circumftance  which  would  have  difcouraged  a 
prince  of  lefs  refolution  from  proceeding  any 
further  in  fo  ruinous  an  undertaking. 

O 

Among  other  engagements  into  which  Edward  A.D.i340. 
had  entered  with  his  allies,  this  was  one, — Not  to  Edward 
leave  the  continent  till  the  war  was  ended.    But  £tUins ? 

Jinglano. 

this  engagement  he  now  found  it  impoifible  to 
perform,  his  prefence  being  indifpeniably  necef- 
fary  in  England  to  procure  fupplies  for  carrying 
on  the  war.  Having  therefore  left  his  Queen,  and 
infant  fon  Lionel,  afterwards  Duke  of  Clarence, 


*3  FroUTart,  1.1. -0.41,43,43.     Heming.  p.jo;— 314.      Walfing. 
p.  143-  "4  Cot.  Abridg.  p.  17. 
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A.D.I340.  with  four  earls,  at  Antwerp,  as  hoftages  for  his  re- 

"^      '  turn  within  a  week  after  Midfummer,hefet  out  for 

England,  and  landed  at  Harwich,  February  2 i.Ss 

Pariia-  Though  the  people  of  England,  dazzled  with 

the  profpect  of  conquering  France,  had  lately 
made  more  liberal  and  frequent  grants  in  parlia- 
ment than  on  any  former  occafion,  feeing  no  end 
of  new  demands,  they  began  to  be  a  little  more 
backward.  At  a  parliament  which  had  been  held 
in  October  laft  year,  the  knights  of  (hires  refufed 
to  agree  to  an  aid  propofed  by  the  barons,  till  they 
had  confulted  their  conftituents;  and  time  was  al- 
lowed them  to  the  2oth  January  this  year  for  that 
purpofe.  When  they  met  in  January  they  agreed 
to  the  aid,  but  clogged  it  with  very  hard  condi- 
tions *6.  On  the  King's  arrival  a  new  parliament 
was  fummoned  to  meet  March  29.,  before  which 
he  laid  a  very  affecting  reprefentation  of  his  ne- 
ceffities.  He  told  them,  that,  without  a  very 
large  fupply,  all  his  defigns  would  be  ruined,  and 
himfelf  difhonoured  j  that  he  was  obliged  to  return 
toBruflels,  and  to  (lay  there  till  all  the  debts  which 
he  had  contracted  abroad  were  paid.  The  parlia- 
ment, moved  with  this  reprefentation, granted  him 
the  ninth  meaf,  fleece,  and  lamb,  of  all  their  lands 
for  two  years ;  and  the  citizens  and  burgefles 
granted  a  ninth  of  their  moveables,  according  to 
their  real  value ;  betides  a  very  great  addition  to 
the  cuftoms  on  wool,  wool-fells,  leather,  and  other 

*5  Rymer,  vol.5,  p.  140,  141*  171. 

16  Knyghton,  p.  2571.     Cotton  Abridg.  p.  17. 
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goods.  In  conlideration  of  this  ample  fupply, 
the  King  remitted  fome  old  debts,  and  relin- 
quifhed  the  feudal  aid  for  knighting  his  elded  fon 
and  marrying  his  eldeft  daughter37.  Some  time 
after  the  clergy  granted  a  tenth  of  their  revenues 
for  three  years.  For  a  prefent  fupply  of  money, 
the  King  borrowed  great  fums  from  merchants 
and  others,  particularly  twenty  thoufand  marks 
from  the  city  of  London.88 

Edward  having  collected  as  much  money  as  he  Edward 
could  in  England,  began  to  think  of  returning  to  °^n8  *t 
the  continent,  agreeable  to  his  engagements,  and  fea. 
in  order  to  bring  his  army  into  the  field.    But  be- 
fore he  embarked,  he  received  intelligence  that  a 
French  fleet  of  400  fail  was  waiting  near  Sluys  to 
intercept  him  "9.    To  prevent  this,  he  collected  a 
fleet  of  260  flout  fhips,  in  which  he  failed  from 
Orwell,  June  22.,  towards  the  coafl  of  Flanders. 
About  ten  in  the  morning  on  Midfummer-day, 
the  two  fleets  engaged  off  the  harbour  of  Sluys, 
where  a  mofl  obflinate  and  bloody  battle  was 
fought.     But  the  Englifh  fleet  having  gained 
the  wind  of  the  enemy,  and  their  archers  and 
other  troops  animated  by  the  prefence  and  ex- 
ample of  their  heroic  King,  fighting  with  irre- 
fiftible  bravery,  they  at  length  obtained  a  mofl 
glorious  and  complete  victory.    Thirty  thoufand 
French  werekilled  in  the  a6lion,or  drowned  in  at- 
tempting  to  get  on  fliore ;  200  of  their  fhips  were 

87  Knyghton,  p.  15  76.  '8  Heming.  p.  31 8,  319. 
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A.D.I340.  taken;  and  Edward,  with  his  vi&orious  fleet,  en- 

4 — w '  tered  the  harbour  of  Sluys  next  day  in  triumph. 9J 

Fruits  of  This  vi6tory  was  of  great  advantage  to  Ed- 
this  vie-  'ward's  affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad.  A  par- 
liament which  met  foon  after  at  Weftminfler  took 
every  pom'ble  method  to  haften  the  payment  of 
the  great  fupplies  lately  granted,  to  enable  the 
King  to  purfue  his  good  fortune.  His  allies  were 
animated  with  fuch  uncommon  ardour  and  una- 
nimity, that  on  the  gth  day  of  July  (as  he  wrote 
to  his  parliament)  he  faw  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
a  gallant  army  of  100,000  men,  befides  a  body  of 
40,000  Flemings.91 

ill  fuccefs        Very  high  expectations  were  entertained  from 
ofEtj-       thefe  two  powerful  armies,   commanded  by  fo 
arms.        brave  and  fortunate  a  prince  as  Edward,  and  fo 
wife  and  experienced  a  general  as  Robert  dj  Ar- 
tois.  But  the  event  was  not  agreeable  to  thefe  ex- 
pectations. TheFlemifh  army  formed  the  fiege  of 
St.  Omers  on  July  22.,  but  being  compofed  chiefly 
of  mechanics  unufed  to  arms,  they  made  little 
progrefs  in  the  fiege;  and  on  the  firfl  fally  of  the 
garrifon,  they  were  feized  with  a  panic,  and  en- 
tirely difperfed,  never  to  be  rallied. 92 
Siege  of         Edward  advanced  at  the  head  of  his  army,  and 
Tournay.    about  the  end  of  July  laid  fiege  to  the  city  of 
Tournay,  one  of  the  richeft  and  mofl  populous 
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cities   of  Flanders,   zealoufly   attached  to  the  AD.  1340. 
French  intereft.  Philip  having  received  intelli-  *-—  v      ' 
gence   of  this  defign,   had  put   14,000  of  his 
braved  troops,  under  fome  of  his  bed  officers, 
into  Tournay,  who,  with  15,000  of  the  inhabi- 
tants in  arms,  formed  a  garrifon  which  baffled 
all  the  efforts  of  the  befiegers.  9J 

The  King  of  France,  attended  by  the  Kings  of  Edward's 
Scotland,  Bohemia,   and  Navarre,  and  an  illui-  ch:J!1!"ge 

and  Phi- 

tnous  train  or  many  other  princes,  with  a  very  up's  an- 
powerful  army,  remained  at  fome  diftance  from  fwer- 
Tournay  in  great  tranquillity.  When  the  two 
armies  were  in  this  fituation,  Edward  fent  a  chal- 
lenge to  his  enemy,  giving  him  only  the  name  of 
Philip  de  Valois,  propofing  to  decide  the  quarrel 
by  fingle  combat,  or  with  one  hundred  men  on 
each  fide,  or  by  a  general  engagement.  To  this 
challenge  Philip  returned  a  difdainful  anfwer,  re- 
proaching Edward  with  the  violation  of  his  oath 
of  homage,  and  rebellion  againft  his  liege  lord.94 
Edward,  deipairing  of  taking  Tournay  by 


force,  turned  the  liege  into  a  blockade,  in  hopes  «d«ced  to 
of  reducing  it  by  famine.     In  this  he  would  pro-    r 
bably  have  fucceeded,  if  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants had  not  been  permitted  to  retire  through 
the  quarters  of  the  Duke  of  Brabant.  At  length, 
however,  the  place  was  reduced  to  great  diftrefs 
for  want  of  provifions  ;  of  which    Philip  being 
informed,  he  advanced  with   his  army  within 

»J  Froiflart,  1.x.  €.54.     Knyghton,  001.3578. 
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A.D.I340.  three  leagues,  in  hopes  of  conveying  into  it  fome 
relief.  When  the  two  armies  were  fo  near  each 
other,  frequent  Ikirmifbes  happened,  and  a  ge- 
neral engagement  was  daily  expected.  9S 

When  things  were  in  this  critical  pofture,  a 
powerful  mediatrix  interpofed,  and  prevented 
the  further  errufion  of  blood.  This  was  Jane 
Countefs-dowager  of  Hainault,  mother-in-law  to 
the  King  of  England,  and  fitter  to  the  King  of 
France  ;  who  prevailed  with  thefe  two  princes 
to  agree  to  a  ceflation  of  hoftilities  for  three  days, 
and  to  appoint  plenipotentiaries  to  treat  of  an 
accommodation  in  that  time.  The  plenipoten- 
tiaries met  accordingly;  and  on  the  laft  day  of  the 
ceflation,  September  25.,  concluded  a  truce, 
which  was  to  continue  from  that  time  to  the  2fth 
of  June  next  year.  By  this  truce,  in  which  the 
Scots  were  included,  if  they  pleafed,  all  hoftili- 
ties were  immediately  to  ceafe,  and  every  thing 
to  remain  in  its  prefent  (late.  c6 

This  truce  was  highly  advantageous  and  agree- 
a|j}e  to  the  King  of  France,  who  thereby  gained 
all  his  ends  without  any  hazard.  It  was  no  lefs 
pernicious  and  difpleafing  to  the  King  of  Eng- 
land, who  was  thereby  deprived  of  all  the  fruits 
of  all  his  toils  and  expences.  But  as  it  had  been 
negotiated  by  his  chief  allies,  to  whom  he  was 
deeply  indebted,  who  were  weary  of  the  war, 
and  unwilling  to  fight,  he  found  himfelf  under  a 
neceflity  of  confenting  to  it. 

95  Knyghton,  col,  2578.  95  Rymer,  tj.  p.aoj  —  zio. 
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One  defign  of  this  truce  was  to  afford  time  to  AJD.i34o. 

negotiate  a  peace  ;  and  commiflioners  from  both  ^ — ' 

kings  met  at  Arras,  and  treated  of  that  matter  in  tjons  for  a 
prefence  of  the  Pope's  legates,  who  a6led  as  me-  Peace- 
diators.  But  though  Edward  was  now  very  mo- 
derate in  his  demands,  infilling  only  on  being 
excufed  from  doing  homage  for  his  French  do- 
minions, Philip  would  make  no  conceflions,  and 
even  refufed  to  treat  till  Edward  had  laid  afide 
the  title  and  arms  of  King  of  France,  and  re- 
nounced all  his  claims  to  that  crown ;  which 
rendered  thefe  negotiations  of  peace  ineffectual. 
The  commiflioners  however  prolonged  the  truce 
to  25th  June  1342." 

Though  one  parliament  lafl  year  had  granted 
very  liberal  fupplies,  and  another  had  made  feve- 
ral  wife  regulations  for  converting  them  into 
money,  and  remitting  them  to  the  King,  thofe 
entrufled  with  the  execution  had  acled  with  ib 
little  diligence  or  fidelity,  that  few  remittances 
had  been  made,  which  was  one  great  caufe  of  the 
backwardnefs  oftheallies,andthe  mifcarriage be- 
fore Tournay.  As  foon  therefore  as  Edward  could 
difengage  himfelf  after  the  conclufion  of  the 
truce,  being  greatly  chagrined  at  his  debts  and 
difappointments  abroad,  and  at  the  negligence  of 
his  fervants  at  home,  he  haltened  with  great  fe- 
crecy  towards  thefea-coaft,andembarking,landed 
November  30.,  about  midnight,  at  the  Tower  of 
London,  which  he  found  quite  unguarded. 9S 
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A.D.I340.  The  firft  ftorm  of  his  indignation  fell  upon 
'  —  *  —  J  thofe  who  had  the  cuftody  of  that  fortrefs,  who 
punifhes  were  alliraprifoned.  He  then  fent  for  the  Bifhop 
many  of  of  Chichefter  lord  chancellor,  and  the  Biftiop  of 
"  Litchfield  lord  treafurer,  who  not  being  able  to 


exculpate  theml'elves  to  his  fatisfaction,  were 
deprived  of  thefe  high  offices.  "  Many  other 
great  officers,  judges,  clerks  of  chancery,  &c. 
of  which  fome  were  clergymen,  were  appre- 
hended and  put  in  prifon.  lco 

Edward's  The  greateft  delinquent,  and  the  chief  object 
°f  tne  King's  refentment,efcaped  his  hands.  This 
was  John  Stratford  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 

Stratford.  who  had  acted  as  prime  miniiter  in  England  in 
the  King's  abfence.  This  prelate  had  been  a  great 
promoter  of  the  war  with  France,  encouraging 
the  King  to  undertake  it,  by  promifing  to  furniih 
him  with  conftant  fupplies  of  money  IJ|.  But  be- 
ing gained  (as  it  is  fuppofed)  by  the  Pope,  who 
favoured  Philip,  he  had  acted  in  a  manner  very 
inconfiflent  with  his  promifes,  retarding  rather 
than  forwarding  the  fupplies.  1Q1 

Prefump-        The  Archbifliop,  dreading  the  King's  difplea- 

tion  of  the  furej  retired  to  Canterbury  ;  and  when  he  was  in>- 
vited  to  court,  refufed  to  come.  At  the  fame  time 
he  commenced  a  moil  flaming  patriot,and  zealous 
defender  of  the  immunities  of  the  church,in  order 
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to  gain  the  people  and  clergy  to  bis  intereft.  A.D.i340 
In  this  fpirit  he  wrote  one  letter  to  the  King, 
another  to  the  chancellor,  and  a  third  to  the 
council,  charging  them,  in  not  very  refpe6lful 
terms,  with  violating  the  Great  Charter,  and  the 
immunities  of  the  church,  by  imprifoning  clerks; 
and  threatening  them  all,  except  the  King  and 
royal  family,  with  excommunication,  if  they  did 
not  immediately  releafe  the  imprifoned  clergy- 
man. In  the  fame  ftrain  he  wrote  to  all  thebifliops 
of  his  province,  exhorting  and  commanding  them 
to  publifh  excommunications  againft  all  who  vio- 
lated the  charters,  and  the  immunities  of  the 
church,  by  imprifoning  or  doing  any  injury  to 
clerks.  '°3 

The  King  and  his  council,  perceiving  by  thefe 
proceedings  of  the  primate,  that  he  defigned  to  Progrefs 
raife  a  flame  in  the  kingdom,  and  imitate  his  *jnuljjo°njf 
facliouspredeceflbrBecket,  refolved to a6l againft  this  quar- 
him  with  prudence  and  firmnefs.  To  deprive  liim  rel* 
of  his  popularity,  a  manifefto  was  publifhed  in  the 
King's  name,  charging  the  Archbifhop  with  trea- 
chery,— ingratitude, — givingtheKingill  advice, 
— embezzling  his  revenues, — and  feveral  other 
crimes104.  To  this  manifefto  the  Archbifhop  pub- 
limed  a  moft infolent  reply;  callingit  afcandalous 
libel,  telling  the  King  in  plain  terms,  that  the  fa- 
cerdotal  was  fuperior  to  the  regal  power,  andflatly 
denying  all  the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge 10S.   For 

103  Anglia  Sicra,   vol.  I.    p.  ai — 42.      Walfing.  p.  150—154. 
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A.D.I34I.  this  an  information  being  preferred  againfthim  in 
*— — v — '  the  exchequer,  he  declined  the  jurifdi6lion  of 
the  court,  and  appealed  to  parliament.    A  parlia- 
ment accordingly  met,  April  23.,  at  Weftminfler. 
The  Archbifhop,  fupported  by  his  fuffragans  and 
fome  temporal  lords,  attempted  feveral  times  to 
take  his  place  in  parliament ;  but  was  not  per- 
mitted to  do  it  till  the  charge  againfl  him  had 
been  examined.     This  firmnefs  of  the  King  at 
length  overcame  the  haughtinefs  of  the  primate, 
and  obliged  him  to  make  his  fubmiffion  publicly 
in  the  painted  chamber ;    upon  which  he  was 
admitted  to  take  his  feat,  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  examine  his  anfwers,  and  report 
their  opinion  to  the  next  parliament lc6.    But  as 
this  parliament  did  not  meet  till  two  years  after, 
the  Archbifhop  had  before  that  time  fo  effectually 
reconciled  himfelf  to  his  fovereign,  that  all  pro- 
ceedings againft  him  were  cancelled.      Thus 
ended  this  violent  conteft  between  the  crown  and 
the  mitre,  which   at  its  beginning  feemed  to 
threaten  more  ferious  confequences. 
Edward's        Edward's  rafh  and  imprudent  fcheme  of  con- 
allies  de-     quering  France  by  the  hands  of  mercenary  allies, 
im*    who  had  no  immediate  interefl  in  the  event  of  the 
war,  and  did  not  really  defire  its  fuccefs,  had 
involved  him  in  very  great  difficulties.     In  pro- 
fecuting  this  fcheme,  he  had  loft  almofl  all  his 
conquefls  in  Scotland — had  drained  England  of 
its  money,  and  moil  valuable  commodities — had 

106  Anglia  Sacra,  p.  39,  40. 
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ftripped  himfelf  of  his  diadem,  and  his  Queen  of  A.D.i34i. 
her  jewels,  which  were  laid  in  pawn — and  had  * — V~"""J 
contracted  a  great  load  of  debt,  which  was  daily 
increah'ng  by  exorbitant  intereft,  without  having 
conquered  one  foot  of  ground,  or  made  the  leafl 
progrefs  in  his  defign.  To  complete  his  vexation 
and  perplexity,  he  now  beheld  thofe  allies,  on 
whom  he  had  lavifhed  all  his  treafures,  aban- 
doning him  one  after  another,  as  foon  as  they  ob- 
ferved  his  coffers  were  empty.  All  thefe  circum- 
ftances  would  probably  have  diicouraged  him 
from  profecuting  his  claim  to  the  crown  of 
France,  if  an  unexpected  event  had  not  hap- 
pened, which  revived  his  hopes. 

Arthur  II.,  Duke  of  Britanny,  had  by  his  firft  Difputed 
wife  three  fons,  John,  Guy,  and  Peter ;  and  by  *£%£?* 
his  fecond  wife  one  fon,  named  John  de  Mount-  tanny. 
fort,  from  the  name  of  his  mother's  family.  Ar- 
thur had  been  fucceeded  by  his  eldeft  fon  John 
IIL,  who  died  this  year  April  30.,  without  iffue. 
Guy, the  fecond  fon  of  Arthur,  had  died  about  ten 
years  before ;  but  had  left  one  daughter,  named 
Jane.  Peter,  the  third  fon  of  Arthur,  had  died 
young  without  iffue  j  and  John  de  Mountfort, 
the  fon  of  Arthur  by  his  fecond  wife,  was  ftill 
alive.  John  III.,  defirous  to  preferve  his  coun- 
try from  the  miferies  of  a  difputed  fucceffion,  had 
married  his  niece  Jane,  the  daughter  of  his  bro- 
ther Guy,  to  Charles  de  Blois,  nephew  to  the 
King  of  France,  and  got  Charles  to  be  formally 
acknowledged  by  the  ftates  of  Britanny  as  his 
1 2t  prefumptive 
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AJD.I34I.  prefumptive  heir  and  fucceffor  in  that  duchy107. 
v— ""* — ~*  John  deMountfbrt  made  no  oppofition  to  this  de- 
fignation  during  the  life  of  John  III.,  but  as  foon 
as  that  prince  died,  he  declared  himfelf  his  fuc- 
ceffor, feized  his  treafures,  and  by  various  means 
got  poffeflion  of  feveral  of  the  ftrongeft  towns  of 
Britanny ;  whilft  Charles  de  Blois,  not  imagin- 
ing he  had  any  rival,  was  gone  to  Paris  to  per- 
form homage  and  receive  inveftiture. 
Mountfort       But  though  Mountfort  had  got  thefe  advan 
forms  an     tages,he  was  very  fenfible  thathe  could  not  main- 
with  Ed-    tain  poffeflion  again  ft  his  rival  Charles,  favoured 
ward*        by  the  dates  of  Britanny,  and  fupported  by  the 
King  of  France,  without  the  afliftance  of  fome 
very  powerful  ally.  Edward  King  of  England  was 
both  moft  likely  and  mod  able  to  afford  him  that 
afliftance:  he  haftenedoverto England, therefore, 
and  entered  into  a  ftric~l  alliance  with  Edward  for 
the  advancement  of  their  feveral  claims  IoS. 
Mountfort       John  de  Mountfort,  foon  after  his  returq  to 
efcapes       Nantes,  received  a  fummons  to  attend  the  court 

from  Pans. 

of  the  peers  or  France,  to  (hew  his  title  to  the 
duchy  of  Brita»ny.  This  fummons  he  imprudent- 
ly obeyed,  and  was  commanded  by  Philip  not 
to  leave  Paris  for  fifteen  days;  in  which  time  his 
caufefliouldbe  determined.  Bfct Mountfort juftly 
apprehenfive  of  being  feized,  made  his  efcape  out 
of  Paris,  in  difguife,  and  got  fafe  to  Britanny.109 
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A  few  days  after  this  efcape,  the  court  of  peers 
determined  this  great  caufe,  and  adjudged  the 
duchy  of  Britanny  to  belong  to  Charles  de  Blois 
in  right  of  his  wife.     Charles  having  obtained  to  Charles 
this  fentence  in  his  favour,  and,  which  was  of  ^^5 
more  confequence,  an  army  from  the  King  of  Mountfa-t 
France  to  put  it  in  execution,  marched  into  Bri-  Pnfoner* 
tanny,  and  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  take  the  city  of 
Nantes,  and  the  perfon  of  his  rival,  about  the  end 
of  Odlober.     Mountfort  was  fent  to  Paris,  and 
fhut  up  in  the  tower  of  the  Louvre.110 

The  captivity  of  this  prince  feemed  to  put  an  Adven- 
end  to  his  pretenfions  to  the  duchy  of  Britanny,  tures  of 
and  to  the  hopes  of  Edward  from  his  alliance.  Mount- 
But  both  thefe  were  revived  and  fupported  by"  a  fort'8  wife- 
perfon  from  whom  it  could  not  have  been  expecled. 
This  was  Jane,  wife  of  the  imprifoned  Mount- 
fort,  and  filler  to  the  Earl  of  Flanders,  one  of 
the  moil  illuftrious  heroines  in  the  lifts  of  fame. 
This  princefs,  roufed  by  the  captivity  of  her  huf- 
band,  and  the  impending  ruin  of  her  family, 
affembled  the  inhabitants  of  Rennes,  where  (he 
then  refided;  and,  holding  her  infant  fon  in  her 
arms,  harangued  them  in  a  flrain  at  once  fo  bold 
and  fo  affec~ling,  that  they  were  feized  with  the 
flrongeft  political  enthufiafm,  and  declared  their 
refolution  to  live  and  die  in  her  defence.  Having 
made  a  progrefs  through  the  other  towns  of  Bri- 
tanny,andinfpired  their  inhabitants  with  the  fame 
paflionate  zeal  for  the  interefts  of  her  family,  fhe 
went  and  Ihut  herfelf  up  in  the  port  of  Hen- 

110  Froiflart,  l.i.  0.73. 
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A.D.I34I-  nebone,  expecting  the  promif'ed  fuccours  from 
^— ~v — '  England.111 

AJD.J34*.       The  Englifh  fleet,  commanded  by  Sir  Walter 
Expedi-      Manny,  did  not  fail  till  the  beginning  of  July, 

Britanny.  anc^  met  w*tn  a  tedious  paflage,  which  expofed 
the  illuflrious  heroine  to  whole  affiltance  it  was 
fent  to  the  greateft  dangers,  and  gave  her  an  op- 
portunity of  performing  the  moll  glorious  ex- 
ploits. She  was  beh'eged  in  Hennebone  in  the 
fpring  by  Charles  de  Blois,  who  pulhed  the  fiege 
with  all  poffible  ardour,  in  hopes  of  taking  the 
Countefs  prifoner,  and  thereby  putting  an  end  to 
the  war.  But  all  his  efforts  were  in  vain.  The 
garrifon  and  inhabitants,  animated  by  the  pre- 
fence  and  example  of  their  female  commander, 
who  appeared  on  the  walls  completely  armed, 
and  was  foremofl  in  every  danger,  repelled  all  his 
affaults.  At  one  time,  fhe  broke  through  the  be- 
iieging  army  with  about  200  horfe  ;  and  in  a  few 
days  returning  with  a  reinforcement,  cut  her  way 
into  the  town.  But  at  length  the  walls  of  the  place 
were  fo  {nattered,  that  it  was  no  longer  tenable; 
and  the  Bifhop  of  Leon  was  appointed  to  fettle 
the  terms  of  capitulation  with  Charles.  In  this 
critical  moment  the  Countefs  mounted  a  high 
tower,  and  looking  eagerly  towards  the  fea, 
difcerned  a  fleet  at  a  defiance ;  upon  which 
fhe  cried  out  in  a  tranfoort  of  joy,  Succours! 
fuccours!  the  Englifh  fuccours!  no  capitu- 
lation !  She  was  not  miftaken :-  the  Englifh 
fleet  foon  after  entered  the  harbour,  landed 

111  Froiflart,  1.1.  0.73. 
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the   army,  and   obliged   Charles   to  raife  the  AD.  1342. 
liege. 11Z  *— "* — * 

Though  thefe  fuccours  which  now   arrived  Expedition 
under  Sir  Walter  Manny  delivered  the  heroic  mto  Bn" 

tauny. 

Countefs  from  danger,  they  were  notfufficient  to 
enable  her  to  face  her  enemy  in  the  open  field,  or 
to  prevent  him  from  taking  feveral  towns.  She 
therefore  earneftly  folicited  further  affiftance 
from  England  ;  and  Edward,  determined  not  to 
abandon  fo  brave  and  faithful  an  ally,  failed  from 
Sandwich  October  5.,  with  a  confiderable  fleet 
and  army  to  her  aid113.  He  landed  his  troops 
without  oppofition ;  and  though  his  army  did  not 
exceed  12,000  men,  he  divided  them,  and  under- 
took at  once  the  fieges  of  Rennes,  Nantz,  and 
Vannes:  an  imprudent  meafure!  which  rendered 
all  his  attempts  feeble  and  unfuccefsful,  and  gave 
his  enemies  time  to  collect  their  forces.  Accord- 
ingly John  Duke  of  Normandy,  eldeft  fon  of  the 
King  of  France,  advanced  at  the  head  of  40,000 
men  towards  Vannes,  where  the  King  of  Eng- 
land commanded  the  fiege  in  perfon  II4.  This 
obliged  Edward  to  colle6l  all  his  troops,  and 
entrench  them  ftrongly  before  Vannes,  where  he 
was  foon  after  inverted  by  the  French  army.  It 
mud  be  confelTed,  that  Edward  and  his  little 
army  were  now  in  a  very  critical  lituation  ;  fur- 
rounded  by  enemies  on  all  hands,  and  depending 
for  their  fubfiftence  on  fupplies  from  England, 

112  Froiffart,  l.i.  c.8i. 

111  R.  de  Avefbury,  p. 98.     Rymer,  vol. 5.  p. 343. 
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A.D.I342.  which  might  be  retarded  by  contrary  winds,  or 

' » '  intercepted  by  the  enemy Js  fleet. IIS 

A.D.I343.  While  the  two  armies  lay  in  this  pofture,  in  a 
A  truce  ftate  of  inactivity,  the  Englifh  not  daring  to  make 
any  attempt  on  Vannes  in  the  prefence  of  the 
French  army,  and  the  French  not  daring  to  attack 
the  Englifh  in  their  entrenchments;  two  cardinals 
arrived  to  mediate  a  peace,  or  at  leafl  a  truce. 
Thefe  mediators  brought  about  a  truce  between 
the  Kings  of  France  and  England,  and  their  allies 
on  both  fides,  to  commence  January  19.,  and  to 
continue  to  Michaelmas  in  the  year  1 346. ;  during 
which  time  a  congrefs  fhould  be  held  in  the 
Pope's  prefence  for  a  general  peace.  By  the  arti- 
cles of  this  truce,  all  prifoners  were  to  be  fet  at 
liberty  on  both  fides:  all  places,  both  in  Britanny 
and  elfewhere,  were  to  remain  in  the  hands  of 
their  prdent  pofleffors,  except  Vannes,  which  was 
tobefequeftered  in  the  hands  of  the  two  cardinals, 
to  be  delivered  by  them,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
truce,  to  whom  they  pleafed  "6.  This  truce  was 
confirmed  with  great  folemnity  by  the  oaths  of 
both  kings,  and  of  many  of  their  chief  nobility  ; 
after  which  Edward  embarked  with  his  army,  and 
having  had  a  tedious  and  flormy  paffage,  landed 
at  Wey mouth  March  2. Il7 

Confer-          A  parliament,  which  had  beenfummoned  before 
ences  for  a  Edward's  arrival,  met  at  Weftminfter  April  28., 

peace  in- 
effe&ual. 

115  Froiflart,  l.i.  0.98. 
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before  whom  he  laid  the  truce  which  had  beeh  A.D.i34j. 

lately  concluded,  and  alked  their  opinion  and  ad- *~— ' 

vice  concerning  the  propofed  negotiations  for  a 
peace.  The  lords  and  commons  having  feparately 
deliberated  on  that  fubje6t,  came  into  the  royal 
prefence  in  the  White  chamber  on  May  i.,  where 
the  lords  firft  declared  their  approbation  of  the 
truce,  and  advifed  the  King  to  fend  commiffioners 
to  treat  of  a  peace  before  the  Pope.  Then  the 
commons,  by  Sir  William  Truflel,  declared  alfo 
their  approbation  of  the  truce,  and  of  negotiations 
for  a  peace,  and  advifed  the  King  to  accept  of  a 
reafonable  one  if  he  could  obtain  it ;  but  if  he 
could  not,  theypromifed  to  afiift  him  with  all  their 
power  in  maintaining  his  quarrel IIS.  The  King, 
in  confequence  of  this  advice,  appointed  Hugh 
Spenfer  Lord  of  Glamorgan,  Raph  de  Stafford 
baron,  William  de  Norwich  Dean  of  Lincoln, 
William  Truffel  knight,  and  Andrew  de  Offord 
profeffor  of  civil  law,  his  commiffioners  (to  whom 
he  afterwards  added  others)  to  treat  of  peace  with 
the  commiffioners  of- Philip  de  Valois  before  the 
Pope,  as  a  common  friend,  but  not  as  a  judge.11' 
Thefe  conferences  were  accordingly  opened  at 
Avignon,  where  the  Pope  then  refided,  Octo- 
ber 22.,  and  continued  to  November  29.,  when 
they  broke  up  without  effect ;  though  the  Pope 
feems  to, have  laboured  with  great  earneflnefs  for 
a  peace. 

In  the  mean  time,  each  party  made  bitter  com-  The  truce 
plaints  againft  the  other  for  violating  the  truce; 

118  Rymer,  yol.5.  p-47».  "9  Id. Ibid.  p. 366.  38*. 
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A.D.IJ43.  which  feems  to  have  been  very  ill  obferved  on 
*— v — '  both  fides  12°.  On  the  one  hand,  Philip  had  de- 
tained John  de  Mountfort  dill  in  prifon,  contrary 
to  an  article  of  the  truce,  and  had  feized  and  put 
to  death  feveral  noblemen  of  Britanny,  who  he 
fufpec"led  had  fecretly  deferted  his  interefl  and 
embraced  that  of  his  enemy '".  On  the  other 
hand,  Edward  had  endeavoured  to  flrengthen  his 
own  party  and  that  of  Mountfort  in  Britanny,  and 
had  encouraged  the  inhabitants  of  Vannes  to  ex- 
pel the  garrifon  of  the  cardinals,  and  declare  for 
Mountfort. 

AD.I344.  It  being  now  evident  that  the  war  would  be  re- 
Prepare-  newed,  both  parties  endeavoured  to  flrengthen 
war.  themfeves  as  much  as  pofiible.  It  was  with  this 
view  that  Edward  proclaimed  in  all  countries  of 
Europe  a  grand  tournament  or  round-table,  to  be 
celebrated  at  Windfor  in  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  engag- 
ing many  brave  knights  in  his  fervice '".  He 
alfo  fummoned  a  parliament  to  meet  at  Weft- 
minfter  June  7.,  and  reprefented  to  them,  by  his 
chancellor,  that  Philip  de  Valois  had  violated  the 
truce  in  no  fewer  than  feven  articles,  and  defired 
their  advice  what  was  to  be  done  on  that  occaiion. 
The  parliament  entering  warmly  into  the  King's 
views,  advifed  him  to  be  no  longer  abufed  by  ill- 
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obferved  truces,  but  to  profecute  the  war  with  A.D.I344. 
vigour,  till  he  obtained  an  honourable  peace ;  and  '  *"""•"* 
to  enable  him  to  follow  this  advice,  they  granted 
him  an  aid  of  two-fifteenths  from  the  counties, 
and  two-tenths  from  the  cities  and  burghs.  The 
clergy  of  the  province  of  Canterbury,  at  the  fame 
time,  granted  him  the  tenths  of  their  livings  for 
three  years 1Z3.  He  alfo  ufed  another  means  of 
filling  his  coffers  (frequently  praelifed  in  thofe 
times),  by  fummoning  all  the  gentlemen  in  Eng- 
land who  had  40!.  a-year  to  come,  by  Auguil  10., 
to  receive  the  honour  of  knighthood,  or  pay  a 
fum  of  money  to  be  excufed. 124 

Edward  having  publifhed  a  manifefto,  contain-  War  with 
ing  his  reafons  for  renewing  the  war  before  the  ex-  France- 
piration  of  the  truce,  fent  a  fmall  reinforcement 
into  Britanny  to  affift  the  partifans  of  John  de 
Mountfort,  and  a  greater  body  of  troops  into 
Guienne,  under  his  coufin  Henry  of  Lancafter 
Earl  of  Derby,  and  fome  other  Englilh  noble-  < 

men 12S.  The  Earl  of  Derby  acquired  great 
honour  to  himfelf  and  to  the  Englifli  arms,  by 
taking  many  towns,  and  defeating  the  French 
army  commanded  by  the  Count  de  L'Ifle,  though 
greatly  fuperior  to  his  own  in  numbers I26.  After 
thefe  fucceffes,  Derby  put  his  little  army  into 
winter-quarters  at  Bourdeaux,  and  returned  to 
England  to  folicit  a  reinforcement. 

113  Knyghton,  col. £5 84.     Rymer,  vol.5.  p.4jo. 
124  Rymer,  vol.5,  p. 416. 
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AJD.IJ45.      The  Pope  made  fome  propofals  in  the  begin- 

^""~TJ    '  ning  of  this  year,  for  renewing  the  conferences 

Gafcony     for  a  peace  ;  but  Edward,  who  had  other  defigns 

and  Bri-     jn  vfew?  declined  giving  his  confent!27.    John  de 

Mountfort,  who  had  languifiied  four  years  in 

prifon,  made  his  efcape  in  February,  by  the  affift- 

ance  of  fome  beggars,  and  foon  after  came  over 

to  England,  where  he  did  homage  to  Edward  as 

King  of  France,  for  the  duchy  of  Britanny,  on 

May  20.,  and  returned  in  June  with  fome  Englifli 

troops  to  fupport  his  pretenfionsI2S.    By  the  affift- 

ance  of  thefe  troops  he  gained  fome  advantages, 

but  did  not  long  enjoy  his  liberty  and  good  for- 

tune, dying  of  a  fever  at  Hennebon,  on  Septem- 

ber 1  6.     The  Earl  of  Derby,  who  returned  to 

Guienne  in  June,   made  a  campaign  no  lefs 

glorious  and  fuccefsful  than  the  former.  1Z9 

Edward's        About  this  timeEdward  conceivedthe  hopes  of 

Flanders"    obtaining  the  earldom  of  Flanders  for  his  eldeft  fon 

difap-        (lately  created  Prince  of  Wales)  by  the  intrigues 

pointed.     Qf  jj-g  great  friencl  James  d*  Arteville  the  factious 

brewer  of  Ghent.     To  favour  thefe  intrigues  he 

failed  from  Sandwich  on  July  3.,  accompanied  by 

the  Prince  of  Wales  and  a  fplendid  train  of  Eng- 

lifh  noblemen,  and  landed  at  Sluys.  But  this  pro- 

ject was  difconcerted  by  thedeath  of  D'  Arteville, 

who  was  torn  in  pieces,  July  1  7  .,  by  his  great  friends 

the  mob  of  Ghent,  whofe  paffions  had  taken  a  dif- 
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ferent  turn130.     The  mifcarriage  of  this  fcheme  A.D.I345. 
put  an  end  to  all  thoughts  of  invading  France  t—~-^-f 
from  the  fide  of  Flanders,  and  Edward  returned 
to  England,  July  26. 13t 

It  mud  appear  furprifing,  that  the  Earl  of  Der-  A.D.I346. 
by  was  permitted  to  carry  on  his  conquefts  in  Edward 

s~i     '  a  •  i    i-     i  r>   '          rT\i  •     prepares  a. 

(juienne  for  two  years  with  little  oppolition.  ihis  fleet  and 
was  probably  owing  to  the  diforder  of  the  finances  army to 
of  France  at  that  time,  and  to  the  difficulties  Ea^  ofe 
which  Philip  met  with  in  eftablifhing  feveral  me-  Derby  in 
thods  of  filling  his  coffers.    Thefe  difficulties  be-  Gafcony* 
ing  now  overcome,   John  Duke  of  Normandy 
marched  into  Guienne,  at  the  head  of  100,000 
men,  and  threatened  the  reduction  of  that  pro- 
vince132.   Edward  being  informed  by  the  Earl 
of  Derby  of  this  danger,  prepared  a  great  fleet 
and  ftrong  army  for  his  relief,  and  the  preferva- 
tion  of  Guienne.     But  thefe  preparations  met 
with  many  interruptions  and  delays  j  and,  even 
after  the  troops  were  embarked,  the  fleet  (which 
confifledof  looofail)  was  detained  at  Portfmouth 
from  the  beginning  of  June  to  the  loth  of  July 
by  contrary  winds. I33 

Godfrey  de  Harcourt,  a  Norman  nobleman,  Edward 
having  been  affronted  and  injured  by  the  King  of  1"vades 
France,  had  lately  fled  to  the  court  of  England,  dy. 
and  now  held  the  fame  place  in  the  favour  and 
confidence  of  Edward,  which  Robert  d'Artoishad 
formerly  poffefTed.     This   nobleman  perfuaded 

130  Rymer,  vol.j.  p. 474.     Froiflart,  1. 1.  c.i6. 
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A.D.I346.  Edward  to  change  his  defign,  and,  inftead  of 
<L~V~— '  failing  to  Guienne,  where  his  enemies  were  ready 
to  oppofe  him,  to  invade  Normandy,  which  was  a 
very  wealthy  province,  wholly  unguarded,  and 
would  beavery  valuable  and  eafy  prey  I34.  Liften- 
ing  to  this  wife  advice,  he  failed  from  St.  Helen's 
July  io,,  and  landed  at  La  Hoguein  Normandy 
two  days  after.  In  this  expedition  he  was  attend- 
ed by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  now  fifteen  years  of 
age,  by  the  flower  of  the  Englifh  nobility,  4000 
men  at  arms,  10,000  archers,  and  18,000  foot,  an 
army  not  half  fo  numerous  as  that  with  which  he 
hadformerlyinvadedFrance  from  the  fide  of  Flan- 
ders, but  far  more  formidable,  as  being  compofed 
of  his  ownfubje&s,  and  wholly  under  his  com- 
mand. The  troops  had  been  fo  long  on  fliipboard 
that  it  was  thought  proper  to  allow  them  fix  days 
to  reft  and  refrelh  themfelves  before  they  entered 
upon  a6lion  15S.  After  this  the  fleet  vifited  the 
feveral  fea-ports  on  the  coafts,  and  deilroyed  the 
(hipping :  while  the  army,  divided  into  three 
bodies,  ravaged  the  open  country,  and  took  and 
plundered  the  towns,  which  were  ill  fortified  and 
worfe  defended.  In  a  few  weeks  the  troops  col- 
lected an  immenfe  booty,  which  was  put  on  board 
the  fleet,  and  fent  into  England.'36 
Edward's  As  foon  as  Philip  heard  of  this  invalid], he  fum- 
°efS  m<>neal  aU  his  allies,  with  all  the  military  tenants 
of  the  crown  of  France,  except  thofe  in  the  army 
in  Guienne,  to  rendezvous  with  their  forces  at 

134  Froiflart,  I.I.  c.  121.  "5  Avefbury,  p. 1 24. 
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St.Denis;  and  in  the  mean  time  he  marched  in  per-  AJ).i346. 
fon,  at  the  head  of  all  the  troops  he  could  collect,  L  ~»~  - 
to  Rouen,  to  fecure  that  capital.    It  was  not  long 
before  the  Kingof  England  appeared  with  his  army 
in  fight  of  that  city,  with  a  defign  to  aflault  it; 
but  not  daring  to  pafs  the  Seine  in  the  face  of  the 
French  army,  he  marched  along  the  banks  of  that 
river  ;  plundering  and  burning  all  the  country  to 
the  very  gates  of  Paris137.     But  he   could  no 
where  find  an  opportunity  of  paffing  the  river; 
all  the  bridges  being  broken  down,  and  the  ene- 
my's army  attending  all  his  motions  on  the  oppo-  - 
lite  banks,  with  a  defign  to  inclofe  him  in  the 
country,  and  furround  him  and  his  army. 

Edward  extricated  himfelf   by   a  ftratagem.  Edward 
Having  fecretly  prepared  materials  for  repairing  Paps  the 
the  bridge  at  Poifly,  he  commanded  his  army  to  marches 


decamp,  and  march  further  up  the  river;  but  in- 
flantly  returned,  repaired  the  bridge,  and  paffed 
over  his  army  with  great  celerity,  while  the  enemy, 
having  heard  of  his  departure  from  Poifiy,  were 
purfuing  their  march  up  the  river.  Having  thus 
pafied  the  Seine,  and  thrown  the  French  army  be- 
hind him,  he  inarched  with  great  diligence  to- 
wards Flanders,  defeating  the  militia  of  Amiens, 
and  a  party  of  men  at  arms  belongingto  the  King 
of  Bohemia,  and  burning  the  fuburbs  of  Beau- 
vais  in  his  march.  I3S 

But  when  he  approached  the  Somme  he  found  Edward 
himfelf  in  a  more  dangerous  fituation  than  be-  £affes  ^ 

Somme. 

137  Froiflart,  l.i.  0.125.     Avefbury,  p.  127—  129. 
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-A.tJ.i346.  fore.    All  the  bridges  on  that  river  were  broken 

1 — " down,  an  army  commanded  by  Gondimar   de 

Faye  appeared  on  the  oppofite  bank  to  difpute 
his  paiTage ;  and  the  King  of  France  was  at  his 
heels,  at  the  head  of  100,000  men.  In  this  extre- 
mity, he  publilhed  a  reward  of  100  nobles  to  any 
one  who  would  fhewhim  a  ford.  A  French  peafan-t 
named  Gobin  Agarre,  tempted  by  the  hopes  of 
this  reward,  came  to  Edward,  and  promifed  to 
conduct  him  to  a  ford  between  Abbeville  and  the 
fea,  which  might  be  paffed  at  low  water.  Follow- 
ing  this  guide,  and  marching  all  night,  the  Eng- 
lifti  army  arrived  at  the  ford  of  Blanchetaque 
about  fun-riling,  Auguft  24. ;  where  they  paffed 
the  river,  beat  the  army  under  Gondimar  de 
Faye,  and  encamped  that  night  at  Noyelle, 
and  arrived  the  next  day  at  Crecy.139 
Edward  Though  Edward  had  thus  far  overcome  all  ob- 
haits  at  ftacles,  and  eluded  or  defeated  all  his  enemies,  he 
became  fenfible,  that  it  would  be  extremely  dan- 
gerous to  purfue  his  march,  with  an  army  fo 
much  fuperior  to  his  own,  efpecially  in  cavalry, 
hanging  on  his  rear.  He  determined  therefore  to 
make  a  ftand,  and  to  give  his  purfuers  a  check. 
For  this  purpofe  he  chofe  his  .ground  with  great 
judgment,  on  the  gentle  declivity  of  a  hill,  with 
a  thick  wood  in  his  rear.  He  ordered  deep  en- 
trenchments to  be  made  on  each  flank,  and  waited 
with  firmnefs  the  approach  of  his  enemies. 
Philip  The  King  of  France  dreading  nothing  fo  much 

reaches      astheefcape  of  the  Englifh,began  the  march  of  his 

139  Froifiart,  tom.j.  c.i»6,  1*7.     Avefbury,  p.  138. 
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great  army  from  Abbeville  early  in  the  morning,  A.D.I346. 
Auguft  26.,  and  continued  feveral  hours  with 
great  eagernefs,  till  he  received  intelligence  that 
the  Engliih  had  halted  at  Crecy,  and  were  pre- 
pared to  give  him  battle.  He  was  advifed,  at  the 
fame  time,  not  to  engage  that  day,  when  his 
troops  were  much  fatigued  with  their  march,  and 
in  great  diforder  ;  and  he  was  difpofed  to  have 
taken  this  advice.  But  the  difcipline  of  thefe 
times  was  fo  imperfect,  that  the  orders  given  for 
halting  were  not  obeyed  ;  and  one  corps  of  this 
mighty  hoft  impelling  another,  they  continued 
advancing  till  they  came  into  the  prefence  of 
their  enemies  in  much  confufion. 

Edward  had  employed  the  forenoon  of  this  im- 


portant  day  in  drawing  up  his  army  in  the  mod  °rder  rf 
excellent  order  in  three  lines.  The  firft  line, 
which  confifted  of  800  men  at  arms,  4000  Englifh 
archers,  and  600  Welch  foot,  was  commanded  by 
his  young,  amiable,  and  heroic  fon,  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  affifted  by  the  Earls  of  Warwick  and  Ox- 
ford, and  feveral  other  noblemen;  the  fecond 
line,  compofed  of  800  men  at  arms,  4000  halbar- 
diers,  and  2400  archers,  was  led  by  the  Earls  of 
Arundel  and  Northampton";  the  lad  line  or  body 
of  referve,  in  which  were  700  men  at  arms,  5300 
billmen,  and  6000  archers,  was  ranged  along  the 
fummit  of  the  hill,  and  conducted  by  the  King 
in  perfon,  attended  by  the  Lords  Moubray, 
Mortimer,  and  others. 

When  the  army  was  completely  formed,  Ed-  Edward 
ward  rode  along  the  lines,  and  by  his  words  and  refreflies 

,       ,       and  encou- 

looks 
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A.D.i346.  looks  infpired  his  troops  with  the  mofl  ardent 

* — v^  courage  and  flrongeft  hopes  of  victory.    He  then 

army.  *      commanded  the  cavalry  to  difmount,  and  the 

whole  army  to  fit  down  upon  the  grafs,  in  their 

ranks,  and  refrefh  themfelves  with  meat,  drink,  and 

reft.    As  foon  as  the  French  army  came  in  view, 

they  fprung  from  the  ground,  full  of  ftrength  and 

fpirit,  and  flood  ready  to  receive  them. 

French  The  King  of  France,  affifted  by  the  Kings  of 

order  of     Bohemia  and  Majorca,  the  Dukes  of  Lorraine  and 

Savoye,  and  feveral  other  fovereign  princes,  with 

the  flower  of  the  French  nobility,  laboured  to  re- 

florefome  degree  of  order  to  his  prodigious  army, 

and  drew  it  up  alfo  in  three  lines,  but  very  indif- 

tin6lly  formed.    The  firfl  line  was  commanded  in 

chief  by  the  King  of  Bohemia;  the  fecondby  the 

Earl  of  Alenfon,  the  King  of  France's  brother; 

and  the  third  by  Philip  in  perfbn  ;  and  each  of 

thefe  lines  contained  a  greater  number  of  troops 

than  the  whole  Englifh  army. 

The  battle  of  Crecy  was  begun  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  Augufl  26.,  by  a  great 
body  of  Genoefe  crofs-bow  men,  in  the  French 
fervice,  who  let  fly  their  quarrels  at  too  great  a 
diflance  to  do  any  execution,  and  were  prefently 
routed  by  a  fhower  of  arrows  from  the  Englifh 
archers.  The  Earl  of  Alenfon,  after  trampling 
to  death  many  of  the  flying  Genoefe,  advanced  to 
thecharge,  andmadeafuriousattackon  thatcorps 
commanded  by  the  Prince  of  Wales.  The  Earlsof 
Arundel  and  Northampton  advanced  with  the  fe- 
cond  line  to  fuftain  the  Prince,  and  Alenfon  was 

fupported 
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fupported  by  as  many  troops  as  could  crowd  to  his  A.D.I346. 
affiftance.     Here  the  battle  raged  for  fome  time 
with  uncommon  fury ;  and  the  Earl  of  Warwick, 
anxious  for  the  fate  of  the  day  and  the  fafety  of 
the  Prince,  fent  a  meffenger  to  the  King,  intreat- 
ing  him  to  advance  with  the  third  line.    Edward, 
who  had  taken  his  Hand  on  a  wind-mill  on  the  top 
of  the  hill,  from  whence  he  had  a  full  view  of  both 
armies,   aiked   the  meffenger,  if  his  fon  was 
unhorfed,    or  wounded,  or  killed;    and  being 
anfwered,  that  the  Prince  was  unhurt,  and  per- 
forming prodigies  of  valour, "  Go  then,"  faid  he, 
"  and  tell  my  fon  and  his  brave  companions,  that 
"  I  will  not  deprive  them  of  any  part  of  the  glory 
"  of  their  victory.'*     This  flattering  meffage 
being  made  known,  infpired  the  Prince  and  his 
troops  with  redoubled  ardour ;  and  the  King  of 
Bohemia,  the  Earl  of  Alenfon,  and  many  other 
great  men  being  flain,  the  whole  firfl  and  fecond 
lines  of  the  French  army  were  put  to  flight.    Phi- 
lip, undifmayed  at  the  flaughter  of  his  troops,  and 
the  fall  of  fo  many  princes,  advanced  to  the 
charge  with  the  line  under  his  immediate  com- 
mand.    But  this  body  foon  lhared  the  fame  fate 
with  the  other  two;  and  Philip,  after  having  been 
unhorfed,  and  wounded  in  the  neck  and  thigh, 
was  carried  off  the  field  by  John  de  Hainault,  and 
fled  with  no  more  than  five  knights,  and  about 
fixty  foldiers  in  his  company,  of  all  his  mighty 
army,  which  at  the  beginning  of  the  battle  con- 
fided of  more  than  120,000  men.    Such  was  the 

famous 
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A.D.I346.  famous  victory  of  Crecy,  the  greateft  ever  gained 
'      r — '  by  any  king  of  England.  I4° 
Behaviour        After  the  battle,  the  King  flew  into  the  arms  of 
of  Edward  t]le  prince  of  Wales,  and  grafping  him  to  his  bo- 

and  the 

Prince  of  «>m,  cried,  in  an  ecftacy  of  joy,  "  My  dear  fon, 
Wales.  it  you  }iave  this  day  (hewed  yourfelf  worthy  of 
"  the  knighthood  which  you  lately  received,  and 
"  of  the  crown  for  which  you  have  fo  bravely 
"  fought;  perfevere  in  your  honourable  courfe." 
The  Prince,  as  modeft  as  he  was  brave,  funk  down 
on  his  knees,  his  face  covered  with  blufhes,  and 
begged  his  father's  bl effing. '4I 

Lofsofthe       Edward  continued  with  his  army  at  Crecy 
French.      three  days  employed  in  numbering  and  burying 
the  dead.     The  French  had  left  on  this  bloody 
fcene  the  King  of  Bohemia,  eleven  other  princes, 
80  bannerets,  1 2ooknights,  1 500  gentlemen,  4000 
men  at  arms,  and  30,000  other  foldiers. I43 
Succefs  of       Never  did  a  more  glorious  year  than  this  pafs 
the  Enghfh  over  tjje  hea(j  of  any  Englifli  monarch,  the  arms  of 
Edward  being  every  were  crowned  with  the  moft 
brilliant  fucceffes.    In  Guienne  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
mandy  had  been  obliged  to  raife  the  liege  of 
Aiguillon  with  precipitation,  on  Auguft  20.,  after 
havingloft  a  great  part  of  his  armybefore  its  walls, 
in  many  vain  affaults;  and  the  Earl  of  Derby  made 


140  Froiflart,  1. 1.  c.  128,  139,  130,  131,  132.     Walfing.  p.  166. 
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himfelf  mailer  of  that  whole  province,  with  all  A.D.I346 
its  ft  rong  places.  143  '-"  —  »~—  • 

David  Bruce,  King  of  Scotland,  having,  at  the  David 
infligation  of  France,  invaded  England  with  an  j^uce 
army  of  50,000  men,  was,  on  October  12.,  at  Scotland 
Nevil's  crofs,  near  Durham,  defeated  in  a  great  <!efe*ted 
battle,  taken  prifoner,  and  carried  to  the  tower  prifoner. 
of  London144.      The  parliament   of  England, 
dazzled  with  the  luftre  of  fo  many  victories, 
granted  the  King  a  very  large  fupply,  to  enable 
him  to  profecute  the  war  with  vigour. 

Edward  marched  his  victorious  army  from 


Crecy,  September  i.,  through  theBoulonnois,  to-  Siege  of 
wards  Calais,  which  he  inverted  on  the  8th  of  that 
month  ;  and  being  well  acquainted  with  its  im- 
portance, he  refolved  to  make  himfelf  matter  of 
it  if  poffible  ;  but  foon  found  that  it  could  not  be 
taken  by  force,  without  the  deftruction  of  great 
multitudes  of  his  men.  He  therefore  turned  the 
liege  into  a  blockade;  and  having  made  flrong  en- 
trenchments to  fecure  his  army  from  the  enemy, 
huts  to  protect  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  and  Rationed  a  fleet  before  the  harbour 
to  prevent  the  introdu6lion  of  provifions,  he  re- 
folved to  wait  with  patience  till  the  place  fell  into 
his  hands  by  famine.  The  befieged,  difcovering 
his  intention,  turned  feventeen  hundred  women, 
children,  and  old  people,  out  of  the  town  to 


143  Froiffart,  t.i.  0.134,  135,  136. 
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AD.  1347.  feve  their  provifions;  and  Edward  had  the  good- 
nefs,  after  entertaining  them  with  a  dinner,  and 
giving  them  two  pence  a  piece,  to  fuffer  them  to 
pafs.  I4S 

While  Edward  lay  before  Calais,  his  troops  in 

Britanny.  Britanny,  commanded  by  Sir  Thomas  Dagworth, 
defeated  Charles  de  Blois,  June  20.,  and  took 
him,  with  two  of  his  fons,  and  many  other  noble- 
men, prifoners.  146 

Fruitlefs          Philip  beheld  the  progrefs  of  the  fiege  of  Calais 

attempt  to  wjth  unfpeakable  anxiety,  and  determining  to 
make  one  great  effort  to  fave  it,  he  fummoned  all 


his  allies  and  vaflals  to  rendezvous  at  Amiens,  in 
Whitfun-week.  By  this  means  he  raifed  an  army 
of  150,000  men,  with  which  he  approached  the 
Englifh  entrenchments,  July  27.  147  But  finding 
thefe  entrenchments  impregnable,  and  every 
avenueto  the  town  effectually  guarded,  after  fend- 
ing Edward  fome  abfurd  challengesto  come  out 
and  fight  him,  he  decamped,  Auguft  2.,  marched 
back  to  Amiens,  and  difbanded  his  army.'48 
Surrender  The  garrifon  and  inhabitants  of  Calais  had  by 
of  Calais,  this  time  confumed  all  their  provifions,  and  even 
eaten  all  the  horfes,  dogs,  cats,  and  vermin,  in  the 
place,  and  were  enduring  the  moft  cruel  extremi- 
ties of  famine,  in  hopes  of  relief149.  But  when 
they  beheld  the  retreat  of  the  French  army,  thefe 
hopes  entirely  vanifhed  j  and  the  next  day  the  go- 

'<5  Froiflart,  l.i.  c.  133. 
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venior  John  de  Vienne  appeared  upon  the  walls,  AD.  1347. 

and  offered  to  capitulate.     Edward,  greatly  in-  ' <• — ' 

cenfed  at  their  obftinate  refiftance,  which  had 
detained  him  eleven  months  under  their  walls,  at 
an  immenfe  expence  both  of  men  and  money, 
fent  Sir  Walter  Manny,  an  illuftrious  knight,  to 
acquaint  the  governor,  that  he  would  grant  them 
no  terms  ;  but  that  they  in uft  furrender  at  difcre- 
tion.  At  length,  however,  at  the  fpirited  remon- 
ftrances  of  the  governor,  and  the  perfuafions  of 
Sir  Walter  Manny,  Edward  confented  to  grant 
their  lives  to  all  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants,  ex- 
cept fix  of  the  principal  burgeffes,  who  mould 
deliver  to  him  the  keys  of  the  city,  with  ropes 
about  their  necks.  When  thefe  terms  were  made 
known  to  the  people  of  Calais,  they  were  plunged 
into  the  deepeft  diftrefs;  and  after  all  the  miferies 
they  had  fuffered,  they  could  not  think  without 
horror  of  giving  up  fix  of  their  fellow-citizens  to 
certain  death.  In  this  extremity,  when  the  whole 
people  were  drowned  in  tears,  and  uncertain  what 
to  do,  Euftace  de  Pierre,  one  of  the  richeft  mer- 
chants in  the  place,  ftepped  forth,  and  voluntarily 
offered  himfelf  to  be  one  of  thefe  fix  devoted 
victims.  His  noble  example  was  foon  imitated 
by  other  five  of  the  moft  wealthy  citizens.  Thefe 
true  patriots,  barefooted  and  bareheaded,  with 
ropes  about  their  necks,  were  attended  to  the 
gates  by  the  whole  inhabitants,  with  tears,  ble£ 
fings,  and  prayers  for  their  fafety.  When  they 
were  brought  into  Edward's  prefence,  they  laid 
the  keys  of  the  city  at  his  feet,  and  falling  on 
VOL.  vir.  R  their 
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A.D.I347.  their  knees  implored  his  mercy  in  fuch  moving 
{trains,  that  all  the  noble  fpectators  melted  into 
tears.  The  King's  refentment  was  fo  ftrong  for 
the  many  toils  and  lofles  he  had  fuffered  in  this 
tedious  liege,  that  he  was  in  fome  danger  of  for- 
getting his  ufual  humanity  ;  when  the  Queen, 
falling  upon  her  knees  before  him,  earneftly 
begged,  and  obtained,  their  lives.  This  great  and 
good  princefs  conducted  thefe  virtuous  citizens, 
whofe  lives  me  had  faved,  to  her  own  apartment, 
entertained  them  honourably,  and  difmiffedthem 
with  prefents.  'so 

Edward  took  poffeffion  of  Calais  Augufl  4.,  and 
in  order  to  fecure  a  conqueil  of  fo  great  im- 
portance, and  which  had  coil  him  fo  dear,  he 
found  it  necelTary  to  turn  out  all  the  ancient  inha- 
bitants, who  had  difcovered  fo  ftrong  an  attach- 
ment to  their  native  prince,  and  to  people  it  with 
Englilh ISI.  Soon  after  this,  negotiations  for  a 
peace  or  truce  were  fet  on  foot  under  the  media- 
tion of  the  Pope;  and  on  September  28.,  a  truce 
was  concluded  between  the  Kings  of  England  and 
France,  and  their  allies  on  both  fides,  to  continue 
to  July  8.,  next  year ;  which  by  fucceedingtreaties 
was  prolonged  to  1355. 1S2  Edward  having  given 
all  neceflary  orders  for  repairing  the  fortifications 
of  Calais,  and  appointed  Almerie  of  Pavia,  an 
Italian,  who  had  gained  his  favour  by  feveral 
brave  actions,  commander  of  that  place,  he  em- 

150  Froiflart,  1. 1.  c.  146.     R.  de  Avefbury,  p.i66. 

151  Rymer,  vol-5.  p-575- 

152  Id.  ibid.  p.jSS.     R.de  Avefbury,  p,  167— 177. 

barked 


Chap.i.  Sed.4.     CIVIL  AND  MILITARY.  243 

barked  with  his  Queen,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  A.D.I34?. 
many  noble  perfons,  and  after  a  ftormy  paffage  '  <r~^J 
landed  at  Sandwich,  October  i2.153 

It  had  been  the  wife  policy  of  Edward  to  ac-  A.D.I34?. 
quaint  his  parliament  with  all  his  proceedings, 
and  afk  their  advice  on  every  emergency ;  by 
which  he  gained  their  confidence  and  fupport. 
Soon  after  his  return,  he  furnraoned  a  parliament 
to  meet,  January  14.,  at  Weflminfter,  whofe  ad- 
vice he  afked  concerning  the  war  with  France 
(which  was  only  fufpended  by  a  fliort  truce),  and 
concerning  the  bed  means  of  preferving  the  in- 
ternal peace  of  the  kingdom.  The  commons, 
who  had  paid  very  dear  for  the  martial  counfels 
they  had  formerly  given,  declined  giving  any  ad- 
vice about  the  war,  which  they  fufpe6led  would 
be  followed  by  the  demand  of  a  fubiidy I54.  This 
parliament  not  anfwering  the  King's  views,  who 
wanted  an  aid,  though  he  had  not  the  confidence 
to  afk  it,  he  difmifled  them;  and  foon  after  fum- 
moned  another  to  meet  at  the  fame  place,  March 
17.  Before  this  meeting  he  laid  an  alarming  re- 
prefentation  of  mighty  preparations  making  in 
France,  with  a  defign,  as  he  faid,  to  invade  Eng- 
land, and  deftroy  the  whole  kingdom  ;  and  de- 
manded an  aid  to  enable  him  to  avert  this  immi- 
nent danger.  The  commons  after  very  bitter 
complaints  of  their  extreme  poverty,  and  of  the 
late  fevere  taxations,  granted  three-fifteenths  to 

I5J  Rymer,  vol.j.  p. 594.     Walfing.  p.  167. 
^54  Parliamentary  Hift.  vol.i.  p. 368 — 472. 
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A.D.I348.  be  levied  in  three  years,  and  appropriated  to  the 
' — *—— '  charges  of  the  war. I5S 

Plot  to  be-      Edward  foon  found  that  he  had  made  a  very 
tray  Calais  wrorigr  choice  of  a  governor  for  his  new  conqueft 

dilcovered.  ,    .  .,  ..       ,      , 

or  Calais,  lhat  ungrateful  and  venal  Italian  had 
allowed  himfelf  to  be  corrupted  by  Geoffrey  de 
Charnay,  governor  of  St.  Omer's,  and  engaged 
for  a  bribe  of  20,000  crowns  to  betray  the  town 
and  caftle  into  his  hands.  Edward  received  in- 
telligence of  this  intended  treachery,  fent  for  him 
to  London,  mewed  him  that  he  was  acquainted 
with  his  guilt;  but  promifed  him  a  pardon,  if  he 
would  proceed  in  his  plot,  and  betray  the  French 
into  his  hands.  Almerie  joyfully  confented  to 
this  propofal,  returned  to  his  government,  and 
informed  Edward  of  the  very  hour  when  the 
French  were  to  enter  Calais. 

AD.  1349.  The  King  having  received  this  intelligence,  de- 
Plot  de-  parted  fecretly  from  London,  with  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  embarked  at  Dover  with  800  men  at 
arms,  and  1000  archers,  under  Sir  Walter  Manny, 
with  whom  he  was  very  privately  admitted  into 
the  caftle  of  Calais.  A  few  hours  after  his  admif- 
fion,  a  body  of  100  French  were  let  into  the  fame 
caftle ;  and  having  delivered  the  20,000  crowns 
to  the  governor,  a  party  of  Englifti  rufhed  upon 
them,  killed  fome,  and  made  the  reft  prifoners. 
Geoffrey  de  Charnay,  with  feveral  brave  knights, 
and  a  body  of  men  at  arms,  were  waiting  in  the 
mean  time  with  great  impatience  at  the  Boulogne 

155  Parliament.  Hift.  vol, i.  p. 269 — ^^^.     Knyghton,  €.3596. 
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gate  of  the  city,  in  expectation  of  being  admitted.  A.D.i349. 

But  when  the  gate  was  opened,  they  beheld,  to  ' *~~~t 

their  g r eat  furp rife,  an  Englifti  army  march  out  in 
order  of  battle  to  receive  them.  Though  the 
French  were  greatly  difconcerted  at  this  unex- 
pected fight,  they  fought  for  fome  time  with  great 
resolution.  During  this  difpute  the  King  had  a 
fierce  conflict  with  Euftace  de  Ilibeaumont,  a 
brave  knight,  whom  lie  obliged  to  yield  ;  and  all 
the  party  were  either  killed  or  taken  prifoners.156 

As  Edward  was  a  great  admirer  of  perfonal  va-  Generous 
lour,  he  ordered  all  the  French  knights  and  gen-  *^lon  °f 
tlemen  to  be  feafted  by  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  the 
great  hall  of  the  caftle.  The  King  entered  the  hall 
in  the  time  of  the  banquet,  and  difcovered  to  his 
prifoners,  that  he  had  been  prefent  at  the  late  con- 
flicl,  and  was  the  perfon  who  had  fought  hand  to 
hand  with  theSieurRibeaumont.  Then  addreffing 
himfelf  to  that  gentleman,  he  gave  him  hisliberty; 
prefented  him  with  a  chaplet  adorned  with  pearls, 
which  he  defired  him  to  wear  for  his  fake ;  and  de- 
clared him  to  be  the  moft  expert  and  valorous 
knight  with  whom  he  had  ever  engaged.'57 

Edward  having  diverted  Almerie  de  Pavia  of  Edward 
his  command,  of  which  he  was  fo  unworthy,  and  '"f""18  to 

England. 

beftowed  it  on  Sir  John  Beauchamp,  returned 
with  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  England,  to  enjoy 
fome  repofe  after  fo  many  glorious  toils  and 
dangers. 

156  Avefbury,  p.iSo — i8a.     Froiflart,  l.i.  c,  50,  51. 

157  Froiflart.  l.i.  c.ijo,  lji>  151. 
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A.D.I349.      The  war  between  France  and  England  was  fuf- 

^^ '  pended  for  almoft  fix  years  by  feveral  truces ls8. 

tilence,  But  the  calamities  of  war  were  immediately  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  depopulating  peflilence,  which,  in 
this  and  the  fucceeding  year,  carried  offincredi- 
ble  multitudes  in  all  parts  of  Europe,  and  parti- 
cularly in  England Ii9.  Thofe  who  were  feized 
with  this  plague  commonly  died  in  a  few  hours, 
and  very  few  furvived  three  days.  It  raged  with 
fo  great  violence  in  London,  that  50,000  perfons 
were  buried  in  one  year  in  one  burial-place  I6°.  In 
a  word,  if  we  may  believe  fome  writers,  this  dread- 
ful difeafe  fwept  away,  in  lefs  than  two  years, 
nine-tenths  of  all  the  people  of  England,  toge- 
ther with  the  far  greateft  part  of  the  cattle  of 
all  kinds151.  But  thefe  accounts  are  certainly 
very  much  exaggerated. 

While  England  was  afflicled  with  thisdeftruclive 
peftilence,  it  was  threatened  with  an  invafion  by  a 
fleet  of  Spanifh  pirates,  confiding  of  forty  very 
large  mips.  Edward,  full  of  fpirit  and  activity, 
thinking  this  an  enemy  not  unworthy  of  his  own 
prefence, failed  from  Sandwich  on  board  an  Englifli 
fleet,  attended  by  many  of  his  chief  nobility,  in 
queft  of  thefe  deftru6live  rovers.  He  came  up 
with  them,  Auguft,29.,  off  Win chelfey,  where  a 
fierce  conflict  enfued  j  inwhich  the  Spaniards  were 

158  Rymer,  vol.j.  p.  66o»  672.  690.  722.  725. 

lw  R.  de  Avefburj,  p.177 — 179.     Knyghton,  0.2598.  » 

|S°  Stow's  Survey,  vol.2,  p.62. 
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defeated  with  great  (laughter,  and  twenty-four  of 
their  fliips  taken. !62 

A  few  days  before  this  naval  victory,  died  Death  of 
Philip  de  Valois,  Kins  of  France,  iirnamed  the  philiP  de 

L  J  O  *  •»T-    i     • 

Fortunate,  a  title  which  very  ill  agreed  with  the 
latter  part  of  his  reign.  He  was  fucceeded  by 
his  elded  fon  John  I.,  a  prince  ftill  more  unfortu- 
nate than  his  father l63.  One  of  the  firft  ac~ls  of 
this  King  was  renewing  the  truce  with  England; 
which  however  was  very  ill  obferved. I64 

The  animofity  between  the  Englifh  and  French  A.D.i3j2. 
was  fo  great,  that  neither  the  peftilence,  which  Pariia- 
had  raged  with  great  violence  in  both  countries, 
nor  the  truce  which  fublilled  between  them, 
could  reftrain  them  from  mutual  hoftilities.  For 
this  reafon  Edward  complained  to  a  parliament, 
which  met  in  January  A.  D.  1352.,  that  the 
French  had  been  guilty  of  many  violations  of  the 
truce;  and  demanded  their  advice  and  afiiftance 
in  avenging  thefe  injuries,  and  afTerting  his  claim 
to  the  crown  of  France.  The  commons,  after 
fome  days  fpent  in  deliberation,  delivered  to  the 
King  in  full  parliament,  a  roll,  containing  a  grant 
of  three-tenths  and  three-fiftieths,  to  be  levied  in 
three  years,  together  with  certain  petitions,  which 
they  defired  might  be  converted  into  laws.  The 
aid  was  thankfully  accepted,  and  the  petitions 
moftly  granted. I6s 

"2  Walfing.  p.  169.     R.  de  Avefbury,  p.  185. 

163  Avefbury,  p.  184.  '*4  Rymer,  vol.  5.  p.  690. 

165  Parliament.  Hift.  rol.i.  p.  27 7. 
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A.D.I353.  It  would  be  tedious  to  relate  all  the  little  fkir- 
' — r^~~*  mimes  which  had  happened  between  the  Englifh 
Brkanny.  anc^  French  in  Guicnne,  Britanny,  the  marches  of 
Calais,  and  other  places,  iince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  truce.  But  there  was  an  a6lion  this 
year.in  Britanny  of  fuch  importance,  that  it  feems 
'  to  merit  a  place  in  hiftory.  The  Marfhal  de- 
Nefle,  who  commanded  for  the  King  of  France 
and  Charles  de  Blois  in  that  duchy,  furprifed  and 
furrounded  a  body  of  Englifh  troops,  under  Sir 
Walter  Bently,  Augufl  14.,  on  the  plain  of 
Mauron,  near  Rennes.  But  the  Englilh  fought 
with  fuch  aftonifhing  valour,  that  they  obtained  a 
complete  victory, killing  the  Marfhal  himfelf  with 
eighty  knights,  and  five  hundred  gentlemen,  and 
taking  a  hundred  and  fixty  knights  and  gentle- 
men prifoners. l66 

A.D.I353.      Notwithstanding  all  his  glorious  fucceffes  in 
Negotia-     his  war  ^[^  jTrance   Edward  at  this  time  feems 

lion  for  .  „  i-TT  i  •    i 

peace  un-  to  have  been  lincerely  inclined  to  peace,  which 
fuccefsfui.  was  negotiating  under  the  mediation  of  the  Pope. 
He  went  fo  far  as  to  offer  by  his  plenipotentia- 
ries, the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  and  Duke  of 
Lancafter,  to  refign  his  title  of  King  of  France, 
and  accept,  in  lieu  of  all  his  pretenfions  to  that 
crown,  the  abfolute  fovereignty  of  Guienne, 
Aquitaine,  the  town  and  marches  of  Calais,  with- 
out the  obligation  of  homage.  But  King  John, 
no  lefs  imprudent,  rafh,  and  obflinate,  than  his 
father,  reje&ed  thefe  offers. l67 

166  Avefbury,  p.  189 — 194. 

167  R.  de  Avefbury,  p.i96.    WalOng.  p.  j 70.    Knyghton,  p.a6o?. 

The 


Chap.i.  Se<ft.4.     CIVIL  AND  MILITARY.  249 

The  ftate  of  France  at  this  time  was  not  fuch  A.D.i3S4. 
as  to  give  King  John  any  good  reafon  for  behaving  J~  /"T~" 
with  fo  much  haughtinefs.  Befides  the  great  France, 
lofles  which  it  had  fuftained  in  the  late  war,  it  was 
at  prefent  a  fcene  of  faction  and  difcord,  which 
had  in  fome  places  broken  out  into  open  hoftili- 
ties.  Thefe  diforders  were  occafioned  chiefly  by 
the  pride,  perfidy,  cruelty,  and  other  vices  of 
Charles  the  Bad,  King  of  Navarre,  a  prince  pof- 
feffed  of  every  fhining  endowment,  and  deftitute 
of  every  moral  virtue.  Charles  inherited  from  his 
mother,  Jane,  daughter  of  Louis  Hutin,  great  pof- 
feffions,  and  flill  greater  pretenfions,  in  feveral 
provinces  of  France.  King  John,  in  order  to  gain 
this  turbulent  prince,  and  attach  him  firmly  to  his 
interefts,  gave  him  his  daughter  Jane  in  marriage. 
Notwithstanding  this  intimate  alliance,  the  per- 
fidious Charles  entered  into  fecret  intrigues  with 
the  King  of  England,  caufed  the  conftable  of 
France  to  be  afTaffinated,  and  occafioned  great 
difturbances  in  this  and  the  preceding  year168. 
When  things  were  in  this  un fettled  ftate,  the  con- 
ferences for  an  accommodation  were  broken  off, 
and  all  profpe6l  of  peace  vaniflied. 

Edward  had  for  fome  time  pad  forfeen  that  the  A.D.t3?5. 
negotiations  for  peace  would  prove  abortive,  and  Expedition 
had  made  great  preparations  for  renewingthe war  pjj£™*fd 
with  vigour,  at  midfummer  this  year,  when  the  Wale* 
truce  expired.     He  firft  defined  to  have  fent  an  C0^°^Y 

called  the 

army,  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Lancafter,  into  Black 
Normandy,  where  the  King  of  Navarre  had  pro-  Prince- 

168  Froiflart,  l.i.  0.154.     Mezery,  an.  1353. 
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mifed  to  join  him  with  all  his  forces.  But  that 
prince  having  made  his  peace  with  his  father-in- 
law,  Edward  was  obliged  to  change  his  mea- 
fures 16?.  The  Prince  of  Wales  was  fent  into  the 
weft  to  raife  an  army  in  thofe  parts,  and  a  fleet 
was  prepared  at  Plymouth  to  take  them  on  board. 
Accordingly,  the  Prince,  with  a  gallant  train  of 
Englifh  noblemen,  andaconiiderablebody  of  Eng- 
liili  troops,  failed  from  that  port,  September  10., 
and  arrivedfafe  atBourdeaux.  Herehewasjoined 
by  fo  many  noblemen  of  the  country,  with  their 
followers,  that  he  foon  found  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  an  army  of  60,000  men,  with  which  he  marched 
from  Bourdeaux,  October  5.,  and  ravaged  the 
whole  province  of  Languedoc.  He  feveral  times 
endeavoured  to  bring  the  French  army  in  thofe 
parts  to  an  engagement ;  but  finding  this  impof- 
fible,  after  having  burnt  about  five  hundred  vil- 
lages, and  a  great  number  of  large  and  ftrong 
towns,  he  marched  back  to  Bourdeaux  about 
Chriftmas,  and  put  his  army  into  winter 
quarters.  I7° 
Expedition  While  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  deftroying  with 

i°nJdWard  fire  and  fword  the  fouth  of  France»  the  King  of 
France.  England  was  fpreading  defolation  through  the 
northern  parts  of  that  kingdom.  Arriving  at 
Calais  in  the  lail  week  of  October,  and  having 
joined  the  forces  he  brought  with  him  to  thofe 
which  he  found  there,  he  made  up  a  gallant  army, 
with  which  he  marched  from  Calais,  November  2., 

169  Mezeray  ad  an.  1354.    Froifiart,  0.154. 
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towards  St.  Omer's,  where  the  King  of  France  A.D.i355. 
lay  in  hopes  of  bringing  him  to  battle.  But  that 
prince  retiring  at  his  approach,  he  followed  him 
as  far  as  Hefden,  defolating  the  country;  and 
then  returned  to  Calais,  dilbanded  his  army,  and 
embarked  for  England,  where  his  prefence  was 
much  wanted. I?I 

The  Scots,  though  their  King  was  dill  aprifoner  The  Scots 
in  England,  had  taken  the  town  of  Berwick  by 
furprife,  on  November  6.,  and  were  meditating  an 
inctirfion  into  the  northern  counties172.  Edward,  Apariia- 
immediately  upon  his  return,  held  a  parliament  ment* 
at  Weftminfter,  November  23. ;  and  Sir  Walter 
Manny,  by  the  King's  command,  gave  the  two 
houfes  a  long  detail  of  the  late  negotiations  for  a 
peace,  the  expedition  to  Calais,  and  the  furprifal 
of  Berwick  by  the  Scots;  and  concluded  with  de- 
manding an  aid  to  enable  the  King  to  bring  the 
war  to  a  fpeedy  and  happy  iflue.    The  commons, 
after  fome  deliberation,  granted  a  very  liberal  aid 
of  fifty  (hillings  on  every  fack  of  wool  exported 
for  fix  years. l73 

Edward  as  foon  as  the  parliament  was  diffolved, 
fet  out  for  Newcaftle,  where  he  had  commanded  Edward 
his  army  to  rendezvous,  in  order  to  recover  Ber-  ^5tak" 

ocrwick* 

wick,  which  he  invefted  January  14.,  A.D. 
1356. I74  The  Scotch  garrifon,  fenfible  that  the 
town  was  not  tenable  without  the  caftle  (which 
they  had  not  been  able  to  take),  furrendered  it 
in  a  few  days175.  Edward  having  burnt  the 

71  Avefbury,  p.  304 — 309.     Walfing.  p.  171. 
nt  R.  de  Avefbury,  p.  209.     Knyghton,  col.  2611. 
73  R.  de  Avefbury,  p.zio.  '7*  Rymer,  t.j.  p.  8*9. 
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A.D.I356.  towns  of  Haddington  and  Edinburgh,  and  defo- 
""N '  lated  the  adjacent  country,  returned  to  England 

fbon  after  Candlemas. 

Baliol  re-        Edward  Baliol  (till  bore  the  title  of  King  of 
crown  of    Scotland.     But  for  feveral  years  paft  that  title 
Scotland,     had  been  only  an  empty  name,  without  any 
*  power  or  revenue.     It  was  not  difficult  therefore 
to  perfuade  this  lhadow  of  a  king,  who  was  now 
an  old  man,  and  without  heirs,  to  refign  all  his 
rights  to  the  crown  and  kingdom  of  Scotland  to 
the  King  of  England,  for  a  penfion  of  2000!.  a 
year,  and  fome  other  advantages.     This  he  ac- 
cordingly did  at  Roxburgh,  by  an  inflrument 
dated  January  20.  •,  and  Edward  was  at  great 
pains  to  render  his  title  to  the  crown  of  Scotland, 
from  the  refignation  of  Baliol,  as  flrong  as  pen, 
ink,  and  parchment  could  make  it,  by  feveral 
fubfequent  deeds. I76 
Excurfions      Edward  Prince  of  Wales  marched  from  Bour- 

of  Edward 

Prince  of    deaux,  July  o.,  with  an  army  or  1 2,000  (lome  wn- 
ters  fav  on]y  gooo)  men,  and  traverfed  the  coun- 
tries of  Agenois,  Quercy,  Limoufin,  Auvergne, 
and    penetrated    into    Berry,   plundering    and 
burning  many  towns  and  villages  as  he  advanced. 
Having  taken  Romorantin,  September  4.,  aftera 
iiege  of  fix  days,  he  continued  his  march  through 
part  of  Touraine  and  Anjou, entered  Poiclou,  and 
on  Saturday  September  17.,  encamped  at  Mau- 
pertuis,  within  two  fmall  leagues  of  Poicliers. 
The  fame  evening  the  King  of  France,  with  an 
army  of  60,000  horfe,  befides  foot,  encamped 

*  Rymer,  t.j.  p. 833.  843-     Knyghton,  col.z6ii. 
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within  a  mile  of  the  Englifli 177.  It  would  not 
have  been  very  difficult  for  King  John  to  have 
inclofed  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  his  little  army, 
and  to  have  reduced  them  by  famine.  But  this 
method  appeared  too  flow  to  his  impatient  cou- 
rage, and  he  refolved  to  attack  them  next  day. 
Prince  Edward  having  found  that  it  would  be  im- 
poffible  for  him  to  reach  Bourdeaux,  before  he 
was  overtaken  by  the  French  army,  had  chofen 
hisground  with  great  judgment, wherehe  refolved 
to  make  a  Hand.  It  was  a  fmall  inclining  plain, 
furrounded  with  woods,  vineyards,  hedges,  and 
ditches,  and  only  acceffible  by  one  narrow  defile 
in  his  front.  His  troops  laboured  with  great  ar- 
dour in  making  entrenchments  wherever  it  was 
thought  neceffary,  to  render  the  approaches  of 
the  enemy  flill  more  difficult. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning,  September  i8.,the  cardinal 
French  army  was  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  and  Perigord 
ready  to  begin  the  attack,  when  the  Cardinal  of  to  prevent* 
Perigord  interpofed,  and  earneftly  intreated  the  a  battle. 
King  to  permit  him  to  go  to  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  prevent  the  effufion  of  blood,  by  perfuading 
him  to  furrender.     Having  obtained  permiffion, 
he  went  to  the  Prince,  whom  he  found  at  the  head 
of  his  troops  ready  to  receive  his  enemies.     The 
Cardinal  opened  the  intention  of  his  vifit;  and  the 
Prince  not  infenfible  of  his  own  danger,  and  that 
of  his  brave  companions,  declared  his  willingnefs 
to  confent  to  any  terms  not  inconfiftent  with  his 
own  honour  and  that  of  his  country.     Upon  this 
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AJD.i3.j6.  a  negotiation  was  fet  on  foot,  which  prevented  a 
l-~f-  — '  battle  for  that  day,but  in  the  end  proved  abortive. 
The  Prince  confented  to  reftore  all  the  places, pri- 
foners,and  booty  he  had  taken  that  campaign, and 
to  engage  not  to  bear  arms  againft  France  for 
feven  years,  if  he  was  allowed  to  march  to  Bour- 
deaux  without  interruption.  But  the  King  in- 
lifting  that  the  whole  Englifh  army,  with  their 
illuftrious  leader,  fhould  furrender  themfelves 
prifoners,  the  Prince  gave  for  his  final  anfwer, 
"  That  he  never  fliould  be  made  a  prifoner 
"  but  fword  in  hand."  The  Cardinal,  defpairing 
of  fuccefs  in  the  negotiation,  retired  to  Poicliers; 
and  both  parties  prepared  for  deciding  this  im- 
portant quarrelnext  day  by  the  edge  of  the  fword. I?8 
The  order  Early  on  Monday  morning,  September  19., 
of  th.e  the  Prince  of  Wales,  being  that  day  to  fight  for 
army.  honour,  liberty,  and  life,  againft  an  army  eight 
times  the  number  of  his  own,  drew  up  his  troops 
in  the  moil  excellent  order.  He  placed  the  Captal 
de  Buche,  with  600  men,  in  ambufh,  with  direc- 
tions to  make  a  circuit,  and  fall  on  the  enemy's 
rear  as  foon  as  the  battle  began.  He  lined  the 
hedges  on  both  fides  of  the  defile  leading  to  his 
camp  with  his  bed  archers,  and  placed  a  ftrong 
body  of  the  fame  troops  at  the  head  of  it,  in  the 
front  of  his  army.  The  reft  of  his  forces  were 
formed  into  three  lines ;  the  van  commanded  by 
theEarl  of  Warwick,  the  main  body  by  the  Prince 
himfelf,  ar,d  the  rear  by  the  Earls  of  Salisbury  and 
Suffolk.  As  foon  as  thefe  difpofitions  were  made, 

"*  Froiflart,  l.i.  c.i6i.     Waiting,  p.iya. 
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the  Prince  mounted  his  horfe,  and  riding  gently  A.D.I356 
along  the  lines,  with  a  countenance  in  which  mo-  v—  ""*""" 
defty,  goodnefs,  and   fortitude,  were  ftrongly 
painted,  addrefled  himfelf  to  every  corps,  exhort- 
ing them  to  fight  valiantly  in  the  approaching 
battle,  telling  them,  that  victory  did  not  depend 
on  numbers,  but  on  the  will  of  Heaven  ;  that,  for 
his  own  part,  he  was  determined  to  conquer  or 
die  ;  and  that  England  never  mould  have  his 
ranfom  to  pay.  l79 

By  this  time  the  French  army  (drawn  up  in  Battle  of 
three  lines,  the  firft  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  J 
Orleans,  the  King's  brother,  the  fecond  by  the 
Dauphin,  with  his  two  brothers  Lewis  and  John, 
the  third  by  the  King,  attended  by  his  youngeft 
fon  Philip)  was  advancing  to  the  charge.  The 
battle  was  begun  by  three  hundred  chofen  men  in 
complete  armour,  and  nobly  mounted,  who  were 
ordered  to  pafs  the  defile  to  diffipate  the  body  of 
archers  at  the  head  of  it,  and  make  way  for  the 
reft  of  the  army.  They  obeyed  thefe  orders  with 
great  refolution  j  but  one  half  of  them  fell  in  the 
paflage,  and  the  other  was  cut  in  pieces  at  the 
outlet.  A  great  body  of  men  at  arms,  on  foot, 
then  entered  the  defile,  commanded  by  the  Mar- 
fhals  Clermont  and  Andrechan  ;  but  the  former 
of  thefe  generals  beingkilled,  and  the  latter  taken 
prifoner,  and  many  of  their  men  flain  by  the 
archers  who  lined  the  hedges,  and  by  the  firft  line 
of  the.Englim  army,  the  reft  fled  back  with  great 
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terror  and  precipitation,  and  threw  the  whole  firfl 
line  of  the  French  army  into  confufion.     The 
fecond  line,  commanded  by  the  Dauphin,  then 
advanced  to  the  charge  ;  but  at  that  inftant  the 
Captal  de  Buche  iffuing  from  his  ambufcade,  and 
making  a  furious  attack  upon  their  flank,  they 
were  feized  with  a  panic,  and  began  to  fly.    The 
noblemen  who  had  the  charge  of  the  Dauphin 
and  his  two  brothers,  anxious  for  their  fafety,  car- 
ried them  off  the  field  ;  upon  which  that  whole 
line  difbanded,  and  fled  on  all  fides.    The  Prince 
of  Wales  and  the  other  Englifh  generals  obferv- 
ing  the  confufion  and  flight  of  their  numerous 
enemies,  and  determining  not  to  give  them  time 
to  recover  from  their  confternation,  mounted  on 
horfeback,  with  their  followers,  and  rulhing  out 
into  the  plain,  completed  the  diforder.     They 
firft  encountered  and  killed  the  Duke  of  Athenes, 
Conftable  of  France,  and  diflipated  his  brigade  ; 
and  then  falling  upon  a  great  body  of  German 
horfe,  they  put  them  to  flight,  after  killing  the 
Counts  Sarbruck  and  Nydo,  two  of  their  leaders, 
and  taking  the  Count  of  Naffau,  their  other  ge- 
neral, prifoner.     The  King  of  France,  with  his 
youngeft  fon  by  his  fide,  ftill  continued  fighting 
on  foot,  in  hopes  of  changing  the  fortune  of  the 
day,  till  the  greateft  part  of  his  guards  being  taken 
or  flain,  he  found  himfelf  almofl  alone  among  a 
great  body  of  his  enemies,  who  called  upon  him 
to  furrender.     After  inquiring  anxioufly  for  his 
coufin  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  being  told  that 
he  was  in  a  diftant  part  of  the  field,  he  yielded 
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himfelf,  with  his  fon,  prifoners  to  Denis  de  A.D.i3j6. 
Morbec,  a  gentleman  of  Artois.  In  the  mean 
time  the  Prince  of  Wales,  ready  to  faint  with 
fatigue,  had  been  perfuaded  by  his  attendants  to 
repofe  and  refrefli  himfelf  in  a  little  tent.  Being 
allured  that  the  King  of  France  had  not  fledf  he 
was  anxious  to  know  his  fate,  and  fent  the  Earl  of 
Warwick  and  Lord  Cobham  to  gain  intelligence. 
Thefe  noblemen  foon  found  the  royal  captive  in 
extreme  danger  of  being  flain,  by  a  crowd  of 
Englifh  and  Gafcon  ibldiers,  who  had  taken  him 
from  Morbec,  and  were  contending  violently 
about  the  right  to  his  ranfom ;  and  having  de- 
livered him  from  this  danger,  they  conducted 
him  to  the  Prince's  tent.  This  amiable  Prince, 
who  in  the  heat  of  the  action  had  been  furious 
as  a  lion,  was  now  all  gentlenefs  and  humanity. 
He  received  his  illurtriotis  prifoner  with  all  the 
marks  of  the  moft  profound  refpect  and  feeling 
fympathy ;  and  having  ordered  a  magnificent 
fupper  to  be  ferved  up,  he  declined  the  honour 
of  fitting  at  table ;  but,  Handing  behind  the 
King's  chair,  entertained  him  witli  foothiag  and 
confolatory  difcourfe.  The  captive  monarch  was 
fo  much  affected  by  this  noble  deportment  of  his 
modeft  conqueror,  that  he  melted  into  tears,  and 
declared,  that  fince  it  was  his  hard  fate  to  be 
vanquiihed  and  taken  prifoner,  he  rejoiced  that 
he  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  moil  valiant 
and  generous  Prince  that  ever  lived.  1S° 
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A J).  1356.  There  are  not  many  examples  in  hiftory  of  fo 
*-  -v — '  great  a  deliverance,  and  fo  complete  a  victory,  as 
killed  and  tne  Prince  of  Wales  obtained  at  this  famous  battle 
taken.  of  Poicliers.  The  French  left  dead  on  this  fcene 
of  blood,  two  dukes,  nineteen  earls,  a  great  num- 
ber of  knights  and  gentlemen,  and  about  6000 
men  at  arms,  befides  other  foldiers.  The  pri- 
foners  were  ftill  more  numerous,  and  of  higher 
quality,  than  the  (lain  :  for,  befides  the  King  and 
hisyoungeft  fon,  there  were  taken  three  princes 
of  the  blood,  one  archbifhop,  feventeen  earls, 
1500  inferior  barons,  knights,  and  gentlemen; 
befides  feveral  thoufand  men  at  arms  I8x.  The 
ranfoms  of  thefe  prifoners,  and  the  fpoils  of  the 
French  camp,  loaded  theEnglifli  army  with  riches 
as  well  as  glory.  The  day  after  the  battle  the 
Prince  and  his  army  returned  thanks  to  God  for 
their  victory ;  after  which  the  Prince  thanked  his 
troops  for  their  brave  and  gallant  behaviour  in  the 
late  battle,  and  beftowed  particular  honours  and 
rewards  on  fuch  as  had  diftinguimed  themfelves. 
To  the  Lord  Audeleyin  particular  he  granted  500 
marks  a-year;  which  that  generous  nobleman  be- 
llowed on  his  four  brave  and  faithful  efquires,  and 
afterwards  received  a  more  ample  grant  of  600 
marks  a-year  from  the  Prince i82.  Having  col- 
lected the  fpoils  and  prifoners,  the  Prince  con- 
ducted his  army  by  eafy  marches  to  Bourdeaux183. 
It  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  the  joy  which  the  royal 
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family  and  the  people  of  England  felt  when  they  A.D.i356. 
received  the  news  of  this  glorious  victory.     The  ' v— — ' 
King  commanded  a  folemn  thankfgiving  to  be 
obferved  in  all  the  churches.  l84 

The  Prince  of  Wales  fpent  the  winter  at  Botir-  A.D.I357. 
deatix,  where,  by  the  mediation  of  the  Pope,  a  P™jce  of 
truce  was  concludedbetween  England  andFranee  w;th  MS 
March  23.,  to  continue  till  Eafter  1359. ISS    The  primers, 
Prince  of  Wales,  with  King  John,  his  fon  Philip,  England, 
and  a  gallant  train  of  noblemen,  fet  fail  from 
Bourdeaux  April  24.,  and  landed  at  Plymouth 
May  5. l86 

Great  preparations  had  been  made  at  London  Triumph. 
for  the  triumphant  entry  of  the  victorious  Prince 
and  his  royal  captive.  Early  in  the  morning, 
May  24.,  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  attended 
by  1000  citizens,  richly  attired  and  nobly  mount- 
ed, received  the  Prince  and  King,  with  their  train, 
at  Southwark,  and  conducted  them  into  the  city. 
The  King,  in  royal  robes,  was  mounted  on  a  beau- 
tiful white  fteed,  and  the  Prince  in  a  plain  drefs, 
rode  by  his  fide  on  a  little  black  palfrey.  The 
proceffion  reached  Weftminfter-hall  about  noon, 
where  King  Edward  wasfeated  on  a  magnificent 
throne ;  from  whence  he  defcended  as  foon  as  the 
captive  monarch  came  in  view,  advanced  to  meet 
him,  and  embraced  him  with  all  the  marks  of  the 
moil  refpectful  and  cordial  affection.  After  thefe 
pompous  ceremonies  were  ended,  the  King  of 
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A.D.I257.  France  and  hisfon  were  lodged  in  the  palace  of 
the  Savoy,  and  entertained  with  all  the  kindnefs 
and  courtefy  which  the  moil  perfect  laws  of 
chivalry  required. IS? 

of  Fewprinces  ever  enjoyed  a  moreperfe6l  felicity 
than  King  Edward  did  at  this  time.  Happy  in  his 
family,  adored  by  his  fubje6ts,  admired  by  all  the 
world,  he  beheld  the  kings  of  the  two  hoftile  na- 
tions of  France  and  Scotland  at  once  captives  in 
his  court.  The  negotiations  for  the  releafe  of  the 
lad  of  thefe  princes  were  foon  after  this  brought  to 
a  conclufion  ;  his  ranfom  was  fettled  at  100,000 
marks,  to  be  paid  in  ten  years,  during  which  time 
a  truce  was  to  fubfift  between  the  two  nations. 
David  Bruce,  having  given  fome  of  his  chief  no- 
bility as  hoftages  for  the  payment  of  his  ranfom, 
was  fet  at  liberty  October  3.,  and  returned  into 
his  own  kingdom,  after  having  endured  a  tedious 
captivity  of  eleven  years. 1SS 

Deplorable  The  deplorable  confequences  of  the  battle  of 
Poi6tiers  now  appeared  in  France,  and  brought 
that  kingdom  to  the  very  brink  of  ruin.  After 
the  King  was  taken  prifoner,  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment naturally  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Dauphin,  a  young  prince  of  nineteen,  who  af- 
fumed  the  title  of  Lieutenant  of  the  kingdom, 
and  fummoned  an  alTembly  of  the  eftates  at 
Paris  in  the  end  of  the  lail  year.  But  the 
members  of  this  aflembly,  inftead  of  uniting 

1S7  Froiflart,  1. 1.  p. 1 73. 
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for  the  relief  of  their  captivated  Prince,  and  bleed-  A.D.i357 

ing  country,  fell  into  the  mod  violent  factions,  ' * — 

and  broke  up  in  confufion,  without  granting  any 
fupply.  This  licentious  fpirit  which  appeared  in 
the  eftates  was  communicated  to  the  populace  of 
Paris  and  other  cities,  feized  the  peafants  in  the 
country,  inflamed  the  mutinous  foldiers,  and 
threw  all  things  into  confufion.  The  Dauphin 
called  another  affembly  of  the  eflates  this  year 
in  the  beginning  of  November,  which  behaved 
in  the  fame  factious  manner,  and  feparated 
without  applying  any  remedy  to  the  diforders 
of  their  country,  To  increafe  thefe  diforders, 
the  King  of  Navarre,  who  had  been  thrown  into 
prifon  by  King  John  about  three  years  before, 
efcaped  from  his  confinement,  and  flew  to  Paris, 
where  his  party  was  ftrongeft.  He  was  met  at 
fome  diftance  by  his  great  partifan  Stephen  Mar- 
cel, provoft  of  the  merchants,  at  thehead  of  1 0,000 
people,  and  conducted  in  a  kind  of  triumph  into 
the  city.  This  turbulent  Prince,  being  pofTefled 
of  an  uncommon  degree  of  popular  eloquence, 
a  dangerous  talent  in  the  hands  of  a  bad  man, 
mounted  a  fcaffold,  and  harangued  the  people  in 
fuch  a  pathetic  flrain,  on  the  injufticeof  his  own 
imprifonment,  and  the  oppreflions  of  the  govern- 
ment, that  their  minds  were  inflamed  almoft  to 
madnefs.  They  maiTacred  the  two  marlhals Clere- 
mont  and  Conflans  in  the  Dauphin's  prefence, 
who  was  in  danger  of  fliaring  the  fame  fate. 

This  young  Prince  behaved  with  uncommon  AJXijjg. 
prudence  in  this  perilous  fituation.    He  flattered  Rodent 
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A.D.i3j8.  the  provofl  of  the  merchants,   and  the  other 
^  "7;  ~  ~'  heads  of  the  faction,  with  the   hopes  of  the 

the  Dau- 
phin,        higheft    honours ;    and   yielded   with    feeming 

cheerfulnefs  to  all  the  demands  of  the  King 
of  Navarre.  Amongfi  other  things,  he  lent 
orders  to  the  governors  of  certain  cities  in  Nor- 
mandy, to  which  that  Prince  pretended  a  right, 
to  furrender  them  into  his  hands.  But  the  go- 
vernors, fufpe6ling  that  thefe  orders  were  ex- 
torted, refufed  to  obey ;  and  Charles  was  fo 
imprudent,  as  to  leave  Paris  March  2.,  at  the 
head  of  an  army  of  his  moll  zealous  partifans,  to 
compel  them  to  obedience.  The  Dauphin  taking 
advantage  of  the  abfence  of  the  King  of  Navarre, 
and  the  good  humour  of  the  provofl  of  the  mer- 
chants, got  himfelf  declared  regent  of  the  kingdom 
by  the  parliament ;  and  then  retiring  privately 
from  Paris,  he  held  an  aflembly  of  the  eftates  at 
Compeigne  May  i.  The  eftates,  no  longer  in- 
fluenced by  the  factious  fpirit  which  reigned  in 
Paris,  granted  ample  fupplies  both  of  men  and 
money;  which  enabled  the  Dauphin  to  form  the 
blockade  of  Paris  with  a  good  army. 
Kia^of  The  King  of  Navarre,  who  nowpretendedaright 
Navarre  to  the  crown  of  France,  from  his  mother,  Jane, 

claims  the  .  '. 

crown  of  daughter  of  Lewis  Hutm,  lay  with  an  army  at 
France.  g^  Denis.  But  he  had  already  loft  much  of  his  po- 
pularity in  that  city,  by  taking  a  party  of  Englifh 
adventurers  into  his  pay,  who  plundered  without 
diftin6lion  the  friendsand  enemies  of  their  prefent 
mailer.  The  proved  of  the  merchants  obferving 
this  change  in  the  ientiments  of  the  people,  and 

dreading 
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dreading  a  total  defection,  formed  a  plot  to  admit 
the  King  of  Navarre  with  his  army,  and  to  pro- 
claim  him  King  of  France;  and  the  id  of  Auguft 
was  fixed  for  the  execution  of  this  plot.  But  fome 
fufpicions  anting,  the  provoft  was  killed  in  a 
tumult,  when  he  was  on  the  point  of  opening  one 
of  the  gates  ;  and  the  people  being  informed  of 
the  plot  which  he  had  laid,  they  dragged  his  dead 
body  through  the  flreets,  loaded  the  King  of  Na- 
varre, fo  lately  their  idol,  with  a  thoufand  curfes, 
and  loudly  called  for  the  return  of  the  Dauphin, 
who  entered  the  city  foon  after,  amidft  the  loudeft 
acclammations.  The  return  of  the  capital  to  its 
obedience  had  a  happy  effect  on  the  reft  of  the 
kingdom,  and  the  government  daily  gained  new 
ftrength. 1S* 

While  thefe  things  were  doing  in  France,  King 
John  had  been  negotiating  in  England  with  King  Peace  re- 
Edward  for  his  liberty,  and  a  peace  between  their  Jf*ejJ by 

the  Dau- 

kingdoms.  At  length  a  treaty  of  peace  was  con-  phin. 
eluded  and  ligned  bybothkings,  on  March  24.,  at 
London,  and  a  copy  of  it  lent  into  France.  The 
Dauphin,  who  was  now  reconciled  to  the  King  of 
.Navarre,  fummoned  an  aflembly  of  the  eftates, 
and  laid  the  treaty  before  them  for  their  advice. 
But  the  conditions  of  peace  in  this  treaty  re- 
quiring the  ceflion  of  many  rich  provinces  in 
France  to  the  crown  of  England,  appeared  to  this 
aflembly  too  fevere,  and  they  unanimouilyadvifed 
the  regent  to  reject  it.  J9° 

189  Mezeray  Hift.  Fran.  p«376>  377,  &c.     Froiflart,  l.i.  0.179, 
180,  181.  185,  186,  187. 
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A.D.I359-      King  Edward  was  greatly  incenfed  at  this  refo- 
v-~v^ — '  lution  of  the  regent  and  eftates  of  France,  and  de- 
tionlnto     clared,  that  fince  they  were  for  war,  theyfhould 
France,      have  it  in  its  rnoft  dreadful  forms.     The  truce 
which  would  have  expired  April  9.,  had  a  little 
before  been  prolonged  to  Midfummer191.    But  as 
that  term  was  approaching,  he  made  great  pre- 
parations for  an  invafion  of  France.  It  was  Octo- 
ber before  every  thing  could  be  got  ready  for 
this  grand  expedition ;  and  on  the  27  th  of  that 
month  Edward  arrived  at  Calais,  attended  by  his 
four  eldefl  fons,  and  the  flower  of  the  Englifh 
nobility,  with  an  army  of  100,000  men,  in  a  fleet 
of  noofhips. I92 

B«fieges  At  the  head  of  this  formidablearmyhe  marched 
Rheims  in  out  of  Calais,  November  4.,  and  traverfmg  the 
provinces  of  Artois  and  Picardie,  he  invefled  the 
city  of  Rheims  in  Champaigne,  with  a  view  of 
being  there  crowned  King  of  France.  But  the 
inhabitants,  affifted  by  fome  noblemen,  with  their 
followers,  and  animated  by  their  archbifhop,  de- 
fended the  place  fo  bravely,  that  after  lying  near 
three  months  before  it  in  the  depth  of  winter,  he 
found  it  neceffary  to  raife  the  liege. 193 
A.D.i36o.  Edward  then  direcled  his  march  to  wards  Paris, 
Paris  be-  plundering  the  country  as  he  advanced,  and 
having  received  1 00,000  nobles  from  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy  to  fpare  his  territories,hearrived  before 
the  capital  of  France  on  the  laft  day  of  March. 
During  the  Eafler  holidays  hoftilities  were  fuf- 

'»'  Rymer,  t.  6.  p.iai,  123. 
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pended,  and  fome  propofals  for  peace  were  made ;  A.D.i36o. 
but  they  came  to  nothing.  Having  in  vain  chal- 
lenged  the  Dauphin,  who  was  in  Paris  with  an 
army,  to  come  out  and  fight  him,  and  having  alfo 
made  a  fruitlefs  attempt  upon  the  fuburbs  of  that 
city,  he  marched  off  towards  Britanny,  refolving 
to  refrefh  his  army  for  ibme  time  in  that  province, 
after  the  fevere  fatiguesof  a  winter  campaign,  and 
to  return  in  fummer  to  befiege  Paris  in  form.  x*4 

The  Dauphin  and  his  council  being  deeply  af-  Peace  with 
fedled  with  the  deplorable  defolations  of  their 
country,  which  were  increafed  by  a  frefli  defec- 
tion of  the  perfidious  King  of  Navarre,  and 
dreading  ftill  greater  miferies,  became  earneftly 
defirous  of  a  peace,  which  they  folicited  by  com- 
mifiioners,  who  followed  Edward  in  his  march  to- 
wards Britanny.  Thefe  folicitationsbeingfecond- 
ed  by  the  inflances  of  the  Pope's  legate,  and  the 
wife  and  moderate  counfels  of  the  excellent  Duke 
of  Lancafter,  at  length  made  an  imprefiion  on 
the  King's  heart;  and  a  treaty  of  peace  was  con- 
cluded at  Bretigny,  near  Chartres,  May  8.,  on 
the  following  terms.  The  King  of  France  ceded 
to  the  King  of  England,  befides  the  fuperiority 
of  Guienne  and  Ponthieu,  the  earldom  of  Poic- 
tiers,  the  fief  of  Thouars,the  countries  of  Poi6lou, 
Xaintonge,Agenois,Limoufin,Perigort,Quercy, 
Bigorre,  Gavre,  Angoumois,  and  Rou  vergue,  with 
all  their  cities  and  caflles,  in  full  fovereignty. 
In  the  fame  ample  and  full  manner  were  yielded 
to  England,  on  the  other  fide  of  France,  the 

I9»  Froifiart,  l.r.  0.307.  »ir      Walfing.  p.  173,  174. 
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AJD.i36o.  town,  caftle,  and  territory  of  Calais,  with  the  earl- 
v — y — i  £om  Qf  Qujfnes<  The  King  of  France  agreed  to 
pay  for  his  ranfom  three  millions  of  crowns  of 
gold,  at  different  payments,  and  to  give  forty 
noble  hoftages  for  iecurity.  The  King  of  France 
agreed  to  renounce  all  alliances  and  connections 
with  the  Scots,  and  to  contra6l  none  for  the  fu- 
ture ;  and  the  King  of  England  made  the  fame 
conceflions  with  regard  to  the  Flemings.  John 
de  Mountfort  was  to  be  reftored  to  all  his  poffef- 
fions  in  France ;  and  the  difpute  between  him 
and  Charles  de  Blois,  about  the  duchy  of  Bri- 
tanny,  was  to  be  referred  to  commiffioners.  This 
famous  treaty  contained  feveral  other  articles, 
relating  to  the  time  and  manner  of  King  John's 
being  fet; at  liberty,  and  of  his  delivering  to  King 
Edward  the  feveral  countries,  towns,  and  caiiles, 
and  alfo  many  regulations  for  the  further  fecurity 
and  more  effectual  execution  of  the  whole.  By 
the  twelfth  article  of  this  treaty,  King  Edward 
renounced  all  title  to  the  crown  and  kingdom  of 
France,  to  the  countries  of  Normandy,  Tourain, 
Anjou,  and  Main,  and  to  the  fovereignty  of  Bri- 
tanny  and  Flanders. 

The  King       As  foon  as  Edward  had  finifhed  this  great  work 
fet  aH?-06    °f  peace,  he  returned  to  England,  and  landed  at 
berty.        Rye,  May  1 8. 19S     In  the  beginning  of  July  he 
fent  the  King  of  France  to  Calais,  agreeable  to  an 
article  of  the  treaty'95.     On  October  9.,  he  fol- 
lowed to  the  fame  place,  to  finifh  all  regulations 
for  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  to  receive  the  firfl 

'*  Rymer,  vol.6.  p.i96.  I9S  Id.  ib.  p.  198. 
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payment  of  the  King  of  France's  ranfom,and  to  A.D.i36o. 
fet  that  Prince  at  liberty.  About  the  fame  time  l — /— - ' 
the  Dauphin  and  his  council  arrived  at  Boulogne ; 
and  after  fome  days  fpent  in  conferences,  all  par- 
ticulars were  adjufted,  and  the  treaty  of  peace  ra- 
tified by  both  Kings,  at  Calais,  October  24. 197 
The  day  after,  King  John  was  fet  at  liberty,  and 
Edward  accompanied  him  about  a  mile  out  of 
Calais,  where  the  two  Kings  took  their  leave  of 
one  another,  with  the  ftrongeft  expreflions  of  mu- 
tual affection  and  regard  '".  On  the  lad  day  of 
October,  King  Edward  landed  at  Dover,  and  was 
every  where  received  by  his  fubje6ls  with  the 
ftrongeft  demonstrations  of  love  and  admiration. 
For  though  the  late  long  war  had  been  very 
glorious,  it  had  been  alfo  exceedingly  expen- 
iive,  and  the  people  of  England  were  tranfported 
with  joy  at  the  return  of  peace. 

The  joy  occafioned  by  the  peace  was  not  a  little  A.D.i36i. 
allayed  by  the  breaking  out  of  a  peftilence,  which  Peftiience. 
carried  off  great  multitudes  of  the  common  peo- 
ple, and  not  a  few  of  the  nobility,  and  amongft 
others  Henry  the  Good,  Duke  of'Lancafter,  one 
of  the  moft  virtuous,  amiable,  and  accomplished 
noblemen  of  that  age.  I9S> 

The  execution  of  the  treaty  of  peace  was  at-  Treaty  of 
tended  with  great  difficulties,  chiefly  arifingfrom 
the  attachment  of  the  noblemen  in  the  ceded 
countries  to  their  ancient  and  native  princes, 
and  their  unwillingnefs  to  transfer  their  allegi- 

:»7  Rymer,  vol.6,  p.sig — ^^g.  w  Froifiart,  l.i.  0.413. 
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ance  to  the  King  of  England  I03.  But  thefe  dif- 
ficulties were  at  length  in  a  great  meafure  over- 
come by  the  perfect  honour  and  integrity  of 
King  John,  and  the  great  wifdom  and  activity  of 
the  Lord  Chandos,  appointed  by  Edward  his 
lieutenant  in  all  thefe  countries. 

King  Edward  foon  after  fell  upon  an  effectual 
method  of  reconciling  thefe  countries  to  theEng- 
lifh  government,  by  beftowing  them  on  his  ami- 
able fon,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  was  admired 
and  beloved  by  the  very  enemies  whom  he  had 
fubdued.  Accordingly  the  Prince  who  had  late- 
ly married  his  coufin  Jane,  daughter  and  fole 
heirefs  of  Edmund  Plantagenet  Earl  of  Kent,  a 
lady  of  great  merit  and  beauty,  was  created 
Prince  of  Aquitaine,  and  had  a  grant  of  Guienne, 
Ponthieu,  and  all  the  territories  in  thofe  parts  of 
France  lately  yielded  to  the  crown  of  England, 
to  hold  them  of  that  crown  by  liege  homage,  and 
an  annual  tribute  of  an  ounce  of  gold.201 

The  Prince  of  Wales  having  received  the  invef- 
titure  of  thefe  rich  and  exteniive  territories,  re- 
folved  to  fix  his  refidence  at  Bourdeaux,  and 
fpent  fome  months  in  making  preparations  for  his 
voyage  to  that  capital  of  his  new  dominions.  He 
arrived  there  in  February,  A.D.  1363.,  with  his 
beautiful  princefs,  formerly  known  by  the  name 
of  tfie  Fair  Maid  of  Kent;  and  having  efta- 
blifhed  a  fplendid  court,  his  mild  and  equitable 
adminiftration  gave  univerfal  fatisfaclion  to  his 
new  fubjecls. 
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By  an  article  of  the  late  treaty  of  peace,  as  it  A.D.I363. 
was  finally  fettled  at  Calais,  it  was  agreed  that  ' — *"— • 
the  formal  deeds  of  renunciation  of  the  feveral  Anjou 
countries,towns,  andother  things,  given  up  by  the  makes  his 
one  king  to  the  other,  mould  not  be  exchanged 
till  after  thefe  countries,  towns,  &c.  were  actually 
given  up.     It  was  expected,  that  the  doing  this 
might  require  about  twelve  or  thirteen  months  ; 
and  therefore  the  3oth  November  1361.  was  ap- 
pointed for  exchanging  thefe  mutual  renuncia- 
tions, and  finiming  this  great  work  of  peace  *oz. 
But  the  difficulties  which  had  arifen  in  delivering 
fome  places  to  the  Englifh,  and  difputes  about 
others,  had  ftill  prevented  the  exchange  of  thefe 
renunciations,  and  left  this  great  tranfaclion  in 
fome  meafure  incomplete.    The  Dukes  of  Anjou 
and  Berry,  two  of  King  John's  fons,  and  theDuke 
of  Orleans,  his  brother,  with  theDukeof  Bourbon, 
who  remained  in  England  as  hoilages  for  the  pay- 
ment of  that  Prince's  ranfom,  pretended,  that  if 
they  were  carried  to  Calais,  and  indulged  in  a 
little  more  liberty,  they  could  contribute  greatly 
to  remove  all  difficulties.    They  were  accordingly 
conveyed  to  that  city,  and  allowed  to  go  where 
they  pleafed  for  four  days  together  at  any  one 
time.     The  Duke  of  Anjou  abufed  this  indul- 
gence, and  made  his  efcape  into  France.203 

King  John,  greatly  offended  at  his  fon's  difiio-  King  of 
nourable  conduct,  refolved  to  come  into  England  ^rance  ar' 

•  rives  in 

to  finiib  every  thing  relative  to  the  peace,  by  a  England. 
perfonal  treaty  with  Edward.     His  miniflers  en- 
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A.D.I363.  deavoured  to  diffuade  him  from  taking  this  Hep; 
'  Y  '  but  to  all  their  remonftrances  he  replied,  "  That 
"  though  honour  and  good  faith  fhould  forfake 
"  every  other  part  of  the  world,  they  ought  Hill 
"  to  be  found  in  the  breafts  of  princes."  He  ac- 
cordingly arrived  in  England  about  Chriftmas 
A.D.  1363.,  and  was  again  lodged  in  the  palace 
of  the  Savoy. 

AJD.X364*  it  doth  not  appear  that  this  voyage  of  King 
England.  J°nn  contributed  much  to  remove  the  difficulties 
in  the  execution  of  the  late  treaty  of  peace. 
For  he  fell  lick  of  a  fever  at  the  Savoy,  about 
the  middle  of  March,  and  died  there  April  8., 
A.D.  1364. 204 

John  de         Thefamous  clifpute  about  the  duchy  of  Britanny, 
obtain!  the  Wfiicn  had  fubfifted  many  years,  was  finally  deter- 
duchy  of    mined  by  a  battle,  September  29.,  nearthe  townof 
ntanny.    ^uray.    In  this  decilive  action,  one  of  the  com- 
petitors, Charles  de  Blois,  loft  his  life  ;  and  his 
rival,  John  de  Mountfort,  fon-in-law  to  the  King 
of  England,  obtained  the  long-contefted  prize. 
For  though  this  event,  fo  pleafing  to  Edward,  was 
very  mortifying  to  Charles  V.,  who  had  lately 
mounted  the  throne  of  France,  that  wife  Prince 
fubmitted  to  the   decifion   of  the  fword,  and 
granted  John  de  Mountfort  the  inveftiture  of 
Britanny,  without  any  further  flruggle. 20S 
A.D.I365.      The  kingdom  of  France  had  fuffered  many 

P  1 

foUiuS  by"   calamities  during  the  late  war ;  and  it  was  not  im- 
adventur-    mediately  relieved  from  them  by  the  peace  of  Bre- 

ew. 
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tigny.   This  was  owing  to  great  multitudes  of  ad-  A.D.I365. 
venturers  of  different  nations,  who  had  ferved  in 
the  armies  of  France  and  England.  Thefe  adven- 
turers, having  been  long  accuftomed  to  live  by 
rapine  and  plunder,  when  they  were  difbanded, 
were  unwilling  to  return  to  the  arts  of  civil  life ; 
but  formingthemfelvesinto  regular  bodies,  under 
bold  commanders,  they  feized  upon  fome  towns 
and  caftles  in  almoft  every  province  in  France, 
and  from  thence  plundered  the  neighbouring 
countries.     They  called  themfelves  the  Compa- 
nions^ and  the  bodies  into  which  they  were  formed 
the  Companies.     Thefe  Companies,  in  the  year 
1361.,  defeated  a  royal  army  commanded  by  John 
de  Bourbon  Earl  of  Marche,  who  was  mortally 
wounded  in  the  a6lion 2o6.     The  Pope,  who  then 
refided  at  Avignon,  and  dreaded  a  vilit  from 
thefe  lawlefs  plunderers,  launched  his  fpiritual 
thunders  againft  them,  and  publiihed  a  croifade 
for  their  extirpation.     But  in  vain.     They  ftill 
continued  to  increafe  in  number,  and  to  become 
more  daring  in  their  enterprises.     In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1366.,  they  amounted  to  50,000 
men,  and  caufed  the  King  of  France  to  tremble 
on  his  throne.    By  an  article  of  the  late  treaty  of 
peace,  both  kings  had  engaged  to  join  their  forces 
for  the  extirpation  of  thefe  robbers,  if  it  became 
neceffary ;  and  Edward  was  now  called  upon  to 
fulfil  this  engagment.     In  confequence  of  this 
requifition,  he  made  great  preparations  for  an 
expedition  into  France  againft  the  Companies. 

20C  Froiflart,  l.i.  0.177,  i?8.  3I4>  315. 
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A.D.I365.  But  the  greatnefs  of  thefe  preparations  alarmed 

' v -'  Charles,  who,  upon  fecond  thoughts,  was  not 

very  fond  of  feeing  the  King  of  England  at  the 

head  of  a  great  army  in  the  heart  of  France;  and 

therefore  fent  him  word  that  his  affiflance  was 

not  necefTary.     Edward,  greatly  offended  at  this 

merTage,  defifted  from  his  enterprife.  2°7 

A.D.i366.      What  Charles  could  not  do  by  force,  he  ac- 

Charies       compliflied  by  policy,  and  happily  delivered  his 

endeavours  ^    J  J\  \  .  *'  a       o- 

toperfuade  country  from  thole  dangerous  and  deitructive 
them  to  a  Companies.  He  n'rft  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
them  to  undertake  an  expedition  into  the  Eafi 
for  the  recovery  of  the  Holy  Land;  and  the  Pope 
fecpnded  thefe  perfuafions,  by  promifing  them 
the  pardon  of  all  their  fins,  which  were  neither 
few  -nor  trifling,  and  a  good  place  in  paradife 
after  death.  But  the  Companions  had  too  much 
cunning,  and  too  little  religion,  to  be  taken  by 
fuch  a  bait. 

The  Com-      An  expedition  was  foon  after  propofed,  more 
th™e de~   agreea°le  to  their  views  and  difpofitions.     Don 
Don  Pedro  Pedro  King  of  Caftile  had  juftly  merited  the  name 
Cafuie°f     °^  Cruel,  by  murdering  many  of  hisnobility, — one 
of  his  natural  brothers, — and  his  Queen,  Blanche 
of  Bourbon,  fitter  to  the  Queen  of  France.  Henry 
Earl  of  Traftamare,  another  of  hisnatural  brothers, 
fled  into  France,  and  folicited  King  Charles  to  re- 
venge the  death  of  hisfifter-in-law  by  dethroning 
the  tyrant.    It  immediately  occurred  to  Charles, 
that  this  would  be  a  proper  employment  for  the 
Companies;  andhe directed thebraveDuGuefclin 

2>;  Walfing.  p.  1 78. 
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to  enter  into  a  negotiation  with  them  for  that  pur-  A.D.I366. 
pofe.    Their  leaders  had  fo  high  an  opinion  of  the  *-'  •vr-' 
honour  and  bravery  of  du  Guefclin,  that  they 
agreed  to  evacuate  France,  and  follow  him  into 
Caftile.     Here  they  met  with  little  or  no  refift- 
ance.     The  tyrant  Don  Pedro,  being  abandoned 
by  all  the  world,  fled  with  his  treafures  and  family, 
firft  to  Corunna,  and  afterwards  to  Bourdeaux  ; 
and  Henry  de  Traftamare  was  crowned  King  of 
Caftile  with  univerfal  applaufe. 2o8 

Though  Don  Pedro,  the  dethroned  King  of  The  Black 
Caftile,  was  a  faithlefs  and  fanguinary  tyrant,  he  ^Irtake"11" 
was  not  deftitute  of  fpecious  and  engaging  qua-  to  reftore 
lities.    His  fituation,  and  that  of  his  family,  which  Donpedro- 
confifted  of  three  daughters,  was  affecting;  and 
he  paid  his  court  fo  artfully  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  that  he  unhappily  elpoufed  his  quarrel, 
and  refolved  to  attempt  his  reftoration. 

This  amiable  and  fortunate  prince  was  the  idol  Marches 
of  all  the  military  men  of  his  age,  who  crowded  .an  "jpy. 
from  all  countries  to  his  ftandard.  His  brother, 
John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancafter,  joined  him 
with  a  chofen  body  of  men  at  arms  from  Eng- 
land. Many  Gafcon  lords  embarked  in  the 
expedition.  The  companies  who  were  ftill  in 
Caftile,  being  privately  invited  into  his  fervice, 
deferted  by  thoufands,  and  made  their  way  to 
Bourdeaux  by  different  routes.  Out  of  all  thefe 
the  Prince  compofed  an  army  of  30,000  felect 
troops ;  with  which  he  fet  out  on  his  expedition 

"•*  Froiflart,  1. 1.  c,  330. 
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A.D.I366.  about  Chriftmas,  attended  by  the  kings  of  Caftile 
and  Majorca,  his  brother  the  Duke  of  Lancafteiy 
and  a  fplendid  train  of  Englifli  and  Gafcon 
noblemen.  209 

Don  Henry,  againft  whom  this  expedition  was 


Battle  of  undertaken,  was  of  a  character  very  different  from 
his  brother.  He  was  brave,  humane,  fincere,  and 
generous;  and  as  much  beloved  by  his  fubjects  as 
the  other  had  been  hated.  Having  made  all  pof- 
fible  preparation  for  his  own  defence,  he  took  the 
field  at  the  head  of  40,000  horfe  and  60,000  foot, 
and  was  foon  after  joined  by  the  brave  du  Guef- 
clin,  with  4000  men  at  arms.  With  this  powerful 
army  he  advanced  to  meet  the  Prince  of  Wales  ; 
who  having  entered  Caftile  in  the  beginning  of 
March,  was  approaching  by  eafy  journies.  The 
two  armies  met  on  Saturday,  April  3.,  near  the 
town  of  Naj  are,  where  a  bloody  battle  was  fought; 
in  which  the  conduct,  valour,  and  fortune  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  prevailed,  and  the  mighty  army 
of  Don  Henry  was  entirely  routed,  many  thou- 
fands  flain  in  the  action,  and  a  great  multitude 
taken  prifoners.  The  cruel  Don  Pedro  would 
have  put  all  the  prifoners  to  the  fword  ;  but  was 
reftrained  from  this  horrid  deed  by  the  Prince, 
who  even  prevailed  upon  him,  with  much  diffi- 
culty, to  publifli  a  general  offer  of  pardon  to  all  his 
fubjects  who  would  return  to  their  obedience. 
Thisoffer  was  univerfally  accepted,  and  Don  Pedro 
was  reftored  to  his  throne  without  any  further 
trouble. 

*•»  Froiflart,  1.x.  0.331—236. 
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It  foon  appeared  that  this  tyrant  was  as  perfidi-  A.D.^?. 
ous  and  ungrateful  as  he  was  cruel  :  for  inftead  of  *""  ""  ^T""""*1 

,  .    ,  .  .      Perfidious 

paying  the  army  which  had  reftored  him  to  his  conduA  of 
throne,  according  to  his  engagements,  he  de- 
tained  them  all  the  fummer  with  vain  hopes  and 
trifling  excufes.  At  length  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
perceiving  that  there  was  nothing  to  be  expected 
from  a  monfter  devoid  of  every  principle  of  ho- 
nour, feeing  his  men  daily  perifhing  by  the  ex- 
ceffive  heats,  to  which  they  had  not  been  ac- 
cuftomed,  and  finding  his  own  health  fenlibly 
impaired  by  the  fame  caufe,  left  Caftile,  and 
brought  back  the  mattered  remains  of  his  vic- 
torious army  to  Bourdeaux.  a'° 
Nothing  could  be  more  glorious  to  the  Prince 


of  Wales  than  his  conduct  of  this  Spanifh  expedi-  fatal  con" 

i  •  i  -i    i  t-  i  •        lequences 

tion  ;  but  nothing  could  be  more  fatal  to  him  Of  the 


than  its  confequences.  It  ruined  his  health,  and 
embittered  the  few  remaining  years  of  his  life,  P 
by  a  continual  feries  of  troubles.  He  had  not 
only  exhaufted  his  treafury,  by  raiting  and  pay- 
ing the  army  which  he  had  carried  into  Caftile, 
but  he  had  contracted  a  prodigious  load  of  debt, 
and  had  brought  back  with  him  6000  of  thofe 
dangerous  companions,  who,  for  want  of  pay,  be» 
gan  to  live  by  the  plundering  of  his  fubjects.  Yet 
fuch  was  the  veneration  that  even  thefe  lawlefs 
rioters  bore  to  the  perfon  of  this  excellent  prince, 
that  at  his  requeft  they  evacuated  his  territories, 
and  carried  their  ravages  into  France.  It  was  not 
fo  eafy  to  difcharge  his  debts.  In  order  to  this, 

310  Froiflart,  l.i.  0.337  —  34> 
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$.D.i368.  he  was  unhappily  advifed  by  the  Bifliop  of 
v — »~— '  Rodez,  his  chancellor  of  Guienne,  to  impofe, 
with  the  confent  of  the  eftates,  a  tax  of  one 
livre  upon  every  hearth  in  his  French  domi- 
nions for  five  years ;  which,  by  a  very  errone- 
ous computation,  it  was  fuppofed  would  pro- 
duce 1,200,000  livres  annually.  To  this  heavy 
and  unufual  tax,  fome  provinces  fubmitted 
without  much  reluctance ;  but  feveral  great 
lords  in  Guienne  declaimed  againft  it  with  great 
vehemence,  and  fecretly  entered  into  intrigues 
with  the  court  of  France  for  overturning  the 
Englifli  government,  which  this  tax  had  ren- 
dered unpopular.  *" 

Aj>.i369«  ^n  tne  mean  ^me  the  tyrant  Don  Pedro,  who, 
Don  Pedro  by  his  perfidy  and  ingratitude,  had  involved  his 
protector  in  fo  many  troubles,  met  with  the  juft 
reward  of  all  his  crimes  :  for  Henry  de  Trafta- 
mare,  having  made  his  efcape  from  the  unfor- 
tunate battle  of  Najara,  took  fhelter  in  the  court 
of  his  friend  and  ally  the  King  of  Arragon. 
Here  he  left  his  family,  and  went  into  France 
to  folicit  fuccours,  and  wait  for  an  opportunity 
of  recovering  the  crown  which  he  had  loft.  As 
-  foon  as  he  heard  of  the  return  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales  into  Guienne,  he  collected  a  fmall  army 
of  about  9000  men,  with  which  he  returned  into 
Caftile,  defeated  the  tyrant,  took  him  prifoner, 
and  put  him  to  death  with  his  own  hand  "2.  But 
the  deftruction  of  the  tyrant  put  no  flop  to  the 

*"  Froiflart,  1.x.  0,344.  Jla  Id.  ibid.  c.«45« 
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troubles  in  which  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  in- 
volved  by  his  unfortunate  connection  with  him. 

The  Gafcon  noblemen  did  not  content  them-  Perfidious 
felves  with  oppofing  the  imposition  of  the  tax  on  theFrench. 
hearths,  in  the  aflembly  of  eftates;  but  after  that 
aflembly  broke  up,  they  went  to  Paris,  and  im- 
plored the  protection  of  King  Charles  as  fuperior 
lord  of  Guienne,  though  they  well  knew  that  he 
had  given  up  that  title  in  the  late  treaty  of  peace. 
It  doth  not  belong  to  hiftorians  to  determine  the  wmiihn 
flability  of  national  characters,  and  how  far  the  *nm  sd* 
credit  of  poilerity  ought  to  be  affected  by  the  con- 
duct of  their  anceftors  ;  but  this  much  is  certain, 
that  the  French  on  this  occafion  difcovered  the 
moft  profligate  contempt  of  the  moll  folemn  oaths 
and  treaties,  and  a  total  difregard  to  honour  and 
good  faith.  For  though  Charles  had  given  up,  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms  that  could  be  devifed,all  right 
to  the  fovereignty  of  Guienne,  and  the  other  ter- 
ritories ceded  to  the  crown  of  England  by  the 
treaty  of  Bretigny,  he  acted  as  if  he  had  never 
heard  of  fuch  a  treaty,  and  fummoned  the  Prince 
of  Wales  to  appear  before  the  court  of  Peers  at 
Paris  on  May  i.  The  Prince,  equally  furprifed 
and  provoked  at  this  fummons,  replied,  that 
he  would  come  to  Paris  at  the  head  of  60,000 
men  :  a  threat  which  his  declining  ftate  of  health 
never  permitted  him  to  execute. 2I3 

Charles  having  taken  this  bold  Hep,  to  which  King  of 
he  was  encouraged  by  the  advanced  age  of  the  Frauce 
King  of  England,  and  the  ill  health  of  his  heroic  P 

for  war. 
5:3  Froiffart,  t.i.  ch.246,  347,  348. 
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,  fecretly  prepared  for  war ;  and  trufting  more 
to  pplicy  than  force,  he  fet  intrigues  on  foot  in 
every  province  of  the  Englilh  dominions  in 
France.  Thefe  intrigues,  favoured  by  the  dif- 
contents  of  the  people  occalioned  by  the  late 
tax,  by  their  affection  for  their  ancient  fove- 
reigns,  and  by  the  influence  of  the  clergy,  were 
but  too  fuccefsful. 2t4 

Edward          Edward  laid  an  account  of  thefe  unexpected 
refumes      events  before  his  parliament,  which  met  June  3., 
«fVance.  anc*  DJ  tnen*  advice  refumed  the  title  and  arms 
of  King  of  France  a's.     This    parliament   alfo 
granted  him  a  high  duty  on  wool,  wool-fells,  and 
leather,  to  enable  him  to  profecute  the  approach- 
ing war  with  vigour. 

War  with  About  this  time  the  effect  of  the  French  in- 
trigues  appeared  by  the  revolt  of  feveral  towns 
in  Ponthieu,  Guienne,  and  other  provinces,  and 
by  a  vifible  tendency  in  others  to  imitate  their 
example.  War  being  now  declared,  both  par- 
ties took  the  field,  and  there  followed  a  variety 
of  (kirmifhes,  captures,  and  furprifes  of  towns 
and  caftles,  which  it  would  be  tedious  to  relate 
minutely216.  Though  the  King  of  France  had 
collected  a  prodigious  fum  of  money,  under  the 
pretence  of  paying  his  father's  ranfom,  and  had 
fecretly  made  great  preparations  for  this  war, 
which  he  had  long  meditated,  yet  for  fome  time 
his  arms  made  little  progrefs. 


814  FroHTart,  t.i.  0.246,  247,  24$.         "5  Ryraer,  vol. 6.  p.62t. 
Jfi  Froiflart,  J.i.  c.ajo — 277. 
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But  the  brave  John  Lord  Chandos  being  killed  A.D.i370 
in  alkirmifli  on  January  i.,  A.D.  1370.,  and  the  J;     C — 
health  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  fo  much  impaired  Of  the 
that  he  could  no  longer  mount  on  horfeback,  and  French. 
appear  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  the  fortune  of 
the  war  began  to  change,  and  the  French  took 
feveral  places  of  ftrength,  and  had  othersbctrayed 
into  their  hands217.     Among  thefe  lad  was  the 
city  of  Limoges,  which,  at  the  inftigation  of  its 
bifhop,  revolted  and  admitted  a  French  garrifon. 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  greatly  incenfed  at  the  Prince  of 
lofs  of  this  place,  which  he  had  fortified  at  a  great  ^J.es 
expence,  fent  the  inhabitants  a  fummons  to  re-  Limoges. 
turn  to  their  duty  and  expel  the  French  garrifon, 
threatening  to  raze  their  city  to  the  ground,  after 
putting  them  all  to  the  fword,  if  they  did  not 
obey.  But  the  people  of  Limoges  treated  this 
fummons  with  the  mod  infolent  contempt.  The 
Prince  collecting  a  body  of  troops,  and  getting 
into  a  litter,  being  unable  to  ride,  con  dueled  them 
to  Limoges,  and  inverted  the  place.  Senfible  of 
its  great  ftrength,  he  did  not  attempt  to  take  it  by 
aflault;  but  having  made  a  breach  in  the  walls, 
by  undermining  them,  he  entered  by  the  breach, 
and  put  the  whole  garrifon,  and  30.0  of  the  in- 
habitants, to  the  fword.  It  was  with  fome  diffi- 
culty he  was  prevailed  upon  to  fpare  the  life  of  the 
Bimop,  who  had  been  the  caufe  of  all  this  mifchief, 
by  acting  a  part  fo  contrary  to  his  oaths,  and  iu- 
confiilent  with  his  function. 2tS 

217  Froiflart,  l.j.  0.277,  &c- 

aB  Id.  ibid.  0.287.     Walling,  p.  185. 
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A.D.I370.  The  taking  of  Limoges  is  chiefly  memorable  on 
TT-  "  7  this  account,  that  it  was  the  lad  military  exploit 
Wales  re-  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  ;  '  who  finding  himfelf 


his  unable  any  longer  to  endure  the  fatigues  of  war, 
retired  to  Bourdeaux,  and  refigned  the  com- 
mand of  the  Englifli  armies  in  France  to  his 
brother  John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancafler, 
who  had  lately,  together  with  the  Earls  of 
Pembroke  and  Cambridge,  come  from  England 
with  a  reinforcement.  2'9 

AD.i37i.      The  Prince  of  Wales,  finding  his  flrength  daily 

Prince  of    declining,  yielded  to  the  advice  of  his  phyficians, 

rives  in      w^°  encouraged  him  to  hope  that  his  native  air 

England,    would  contribute  to  his  recovery.     Having  held 

an  aflembly  of  all  the  loyal  barons  of  his  French 

dominions  at  Bourdeaux,   and   engaged  them 

to  promife  obedience  to  his  brother  the  Duke 

of  Lancafler,  he  embarked  for  England  in  the 

month  of  January,  A.D.  137  1.,  with  his  Princefs, 

and  only  furviving  fon  Richard,  and  landed  at 

Southampton.  21° 

Marriages.  John  of  Gaunt  Duke  of  Lancafler,  being  now  a 
widower,  married  the  Princefs  Conftantia,  eldefl 
daughter  of  the  late  Don  Pedro  King  of  Caflile, 
and  his  brother  Edmund  Earl  of  Cambridge  mar- 
ried her  fifler  the  Princefs  Ifabella.  The  Duke  of 
Lancafler,  immediately  after  his  marriage,  af- 
fumedthe  title  of  King  ofCq/iile,  and  therebyren- 
dered  Henry  de  Traflamare,  who  wore  that  crown, 
a  violent  and  dangerous  enemy  to  England.  2Zl 

119  Froiflart,  l.i.  0.387.     Wolfing,  p.  185. 
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The  military  events  of  this  year  were  very  fatal  AJXi372. 
to  the  Englifli  intereft  on  the  continent.  The  — :•"— •' 
Duke  of  Lancafter  having  returned  to  England  fleet  de- 
with  his  royal  bride,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  was  feated- 
appointed  commander  in  chief  of  the  Englifh 
forces  in  the  principality  of  Aquitaine,  and  was 
fent  thither  with  a  fleet  of  forty  Ibips,  containing 
a  reinforcement  of  troops  and  a  fupply  of  money. 
The  Earl  defigned  to  laud  his  forces  at  Rochelle  j 
but  when  he  approached  that  place,  June  23.,  he 
fell  in  with  a  powerful  fquadrori  belonging  to  Don 
Henry,  King  of  Caftile,  who  had  warmly  efpoufed 
the  caufe  of  France.  An  engagement  immedi- 
ately commenced,  which  continued  all  that  day, 
and  was  renewed  next  morning  with  equal  fury. 
At  length  towards  the  evening  of  the  fecond  day, 
victory  declared  in  favour  of  the  Spaniards,  whofe 
mips  were  much  larger  than  tbofe  of  the  Englilh, 
and  provided  with  cannon,  which  did  great  exe- 
cution. The  Earl  of  Pembroke  with  feveral 
other  chieftains  were  made  prifoners,  and  the 
greateft  part  of  the  fleet  either  taken  or  funk.222 

By  this  difafler,  Ponthieu,  Guienne,  and  the  Lofles  of 
other  Englifli  provinces  in  thefe  parts,  were  left  *e  Eng" 
an  eafy  prey  to  the  conftable  du  Guefclin,  who 
fell  into  them  with  a  great  army,  and  took  many 
places  of  ftrength  without  any  refiftance,  and 
others  with  very  little.    The  city  of  Rochelle  was 
betrayed  to  the  French  by  its  mayor,  and  Thouars 
capitulated  to  furrender  at  Michaelmas,  if  it  was 

"  Froiflart,  l,j.  c.'3oa,  303,  304. 
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A.D.I372.  not  relieved  before  that  time  by  the  King  of  Eng- 

v~~v      '  land,  or  one  of  his  fons.  "3 

Edward  On  hearing  of  this  capitulation,  Edward  put 
himfelfat  the  head  of  an  army  which  he  had  pro- 
vided  for  invading  France  on  the  fide  of  Picardie, 
with  which  he  embarked  Auguft  30.,  and  failed 
to  relieve  Thouars,  and  recover  his  other  lofTes 
in  thofe  parts.  But  that  wonderful  gale  of  prof- 
perity  which  had  fo  long  favoured  this  prince  in 
all  his  undertakings,  had  now  forfaken  him. 
After  contending  nine  weeks  at  fea  with  contrary 
winds,  he  was  obliged  to  return  with  his  fleet  to 
England;  and  Thouars  furrendered  according  to 
the  capitulation  ='4.  The  mifcarriage  of  this 
expedition  was  followed  by  the  lofs  of  all  Pon- 
thieu,  except  a  few  places. 

A  parlia-  Edward  after  his  return  held  a  parliament, 
which  met  at  Weflminfter  November  3.,  and  con- 
tinued the  additional  duty  on  wool,  wool-fells, 
and  leather,  for  two  years  longer,  befides  granting 
the  King  a  fifteenth  *2S.  Thus  the  Englim  were 
at  as  great  expence  in  lofing,  as  they  had  been  at 
in  gaining,  their  French  dominions. 
A.D.I373.  TheconilableduGuefclin  finiflied  the  conquefl 


de  of  Ponthieu,  and  Xaintonge  in  the  beginning  of 
abandon?  this  year  *:e.  As  the  allies  of  England  had  reaped 
Britanny.  great  advantages  from  her  former  victories,  fome 

of  them  were  now  involved  in  her  misfortunes  ; 

particularly  John  deMountfortDuke  of  Britanny. 

JJJ  Froiflart,  I.I.  0.307  —  311.  *24  Id.  ibid,  c.jn. 
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This  prince  being  fon-in-law  to  King  Edward,  A.D.i373. 
and  fenfible  that  he  owed  his  dominions  to  his  —  ~>—  ' 
protection,  was  a  zealous  friend  and  favourer  of 
the  Englifli.  Charles  King  of  France,  well 
knowing  his  inclinations,  confifcated  the  duchy  of 
Britanny,  and  fent  the  conftable  du  Guefclin  with 
an  army  to  take  pofTeffion  of  it.  That  general 
met  with  little  refiftance,  many  towns  opening 
their  gates  at  the  firft  fummons ;  and  the  Duke, 
afraid  of  being  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  the 
French,  retired  into  England,  leaving  the  brave 
Sir  Robert  Knolles  his  lieutenant  in  Britanny."7 

Edward,  refolving  to  make  another  great  effort  Duke  of 
for  the  recovery  and  prefervation  of  his  French  Lan"fter'« 

cxpcdi- 

dominions,  appointed  his  fon. John  ofGauntDuke  tion  into 
of  Lancafter,  his  lieutenant  in  the  kingdom  of  Frante' 
France  and  principality  of  Aquitaine,  and  fent 
him  with  an  army  to  Calais.  The  Duke  marched 
from  Calais,  July  20.,  at  the  head  of  30,000  men; 
and  having  ravaged  the  provinces  of  Artois  and 
Picardie,  he  purfued  his  route  through  Cham- 
pagne, Burgundy,  Beaujolois,  Farez,  Auverge, 
into  Guienne,  and  arrived  at  Bourdeaux  about 
Chriftmas,  with  the  mattered  remains  of  his  army, 
without  having  befieged  one  town  or  fought  one 
battle.  "8 

Conferences  for  a  trace  or  peace  between  the  A.D.I374. 
kings  of  France  and  England  had  been  lately 
opened  at  Bruges,  under  the  mediation  of  the 


127  Fnolflarti  I.i.  £.314. 

323  Waiting,  p.  187.     Froiffart,  Li.  c, 316,  317. 
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A.D.I374.  Pope.  After  fome  time  had  been  fpent  in  thefe 
~'~^  conferences,  a  truce wasconcluded,February  n., 
to  continue  to  Eafter ;  and  this  truce  was  after- 
wards prolonged  to  May  i.,  in  the  following 
year  "9.  This  truce  was  but  ill  obferved  by  the 
Duke  of  Anjou,  who  had  long  before  violated  his 
parole  of  honour  to  King  Edward,  and  now  re- 
duced the  greatefl  part  of  Guienne  before  the 
expiration  of  the  truce.  Thus  Edward  had  the 
mortification  to  fee  himfelf  deprived  of  all  his 
conquefts  in  France  (except  Calais),  the  fruits  of 
the  glorious  victories  of  Crecy  and  Poi6tiers, 
rather  by  the  perfidy  than  the  valour  of  his  ene- 
mies, and  his  own  imprudent  confidence  in  their 
honour  and  good  faith. 

A.D.I375.  The  conferences  for  a  peace  Hill  continued  at 
Bruges,  and  the  truce,  by  feveral  prolongations, 
was  extended  to  April  i.,  1377 23°.  The  duchy  of 
Britanny  was  not  comprehended  in  the  firfl  truces ; 
and  John  de  Mountfort  having  returned  from 
England  with  fome  troops,  recovered  a  confider- 
able  part  of  his  dominions.  But  a  flop  was  put  to 
this  career  of  fuccefs,  by  his  being  included  in 
the  laft  truce,  to  which  he  fubmitted. 231 

A.D.I376.      Though  a  long  truce  was  now  concluded,  and 

Parlia-  negotiations  for  a  peace  were  carried  on,  there  was 
little  profpe6l  of  their  fuccefs;  and  it  was  expected 
that  the  war  would  be  renewedasfoon  as  the  truce 
expired.  To  be  prepared  for  this  event,  Edward 

229  Rymer,  vol.  7.  p.ji — 57. 
=3°  Rymer,  vol.  7.  p. 68 — 93. 
131  D'Angentre  Hift.  de  Brit.  1,8.  c.ao. 
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fummoned  a  parliament  to  meet  at  Weftminfter  A J).  13 76. 
April  28.,  and  demanded  a  fupply  for  carrying  on  ' — *— -^ 
the  war  with  France.  The  parliament  continued 
the  high  duty  on  wool,  wooLfells,  and  leather,  for 
three  years  longer,  and  promifed  a  further  aid  if  it 
Ihould  be  found  neceffary 23*.  But  it  foon  ap- 
peared that  this  affembly  was  far  from  being 
pleafed  with  the  late  management  of  public  af- 
fairs, and  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  now  poflefled 
the  highefl  place  in  the  King's  favour.  In  con- 
fequence  of  their  complaints,  the  Lord  Latimer, 
and  feveral  other  perfons  of  inferior  note,  were 
imprifoned  for  embezzling  the  public  treafure, 
and  other  mifdemeanors.  Though  this  was  an 
age  of  chivalry,  in  which  the  adoration  of  the 
fair  fexwas  carried  to  themoft  extravagant  height, 
yet  a  lady  fell  under  the  cenfures  of  this  parlia- 
ment. This  was  the  famous  Alice  Ferrers,  for 
whom  Edward,  after  the  death  of  his  excellent 
Queen  Philippa,  had  contracted  an  affection. 
This  lady  being  of  a  covetous  difpofition,  very 
much  abufed  the  fondnefs  of  her  royal  lover,  and 
is  faid  to  have  carried  her  effrontery  fo  far  as  to 
fit  on  the  bench,  and  dictate  to  the  judges. 
At  the  requeft  of  the  commons,  (he  was  banifhed 
from  court,  but  foon  after  recalled.  *" 

While  this  parliament  was  fitting,  the  nation  Death  of 
fuftained  an  irreparable  lofs  by  the  death  of  Ed-  the  Prince 
ward  Prince  of  Wales,  better  known  to  pofterity  ° 

5»2  Parliament.  Hlft.  voLi.  p. 3 19. 

•}3  Walfing.  p.  189.    Barnes,  p. 880— 882. 
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A.D.I376.  by  the  name  of  the  Black  Prince.     This  excel- 
lent prince,  after  languifh ing  feveral  years  under 
a  lingering  difeafe,  which  he  had  contracted  in 
Spain,  was  in  the  laft  flage  of  it  feized  with  a 
fever,  of  which  he  died  in  the  palace  of  Weftmin- 
iler  June  8.,  in  the  46th  year  of  his  age.  Though 
this  event  had  been  long  expected,  and  though 
all  the  fruits  of  his  glorious  victories  were  already 
loft  and  gone,  there  never  was  a  more  iincere  and 
univerfal  mourning  than  on  this  occafion.     The 
character  of  this  prince  was  a  happy  mixture  of 
great  and  good  qualities,  which  formed  the  illu£ 
trious  hero  and  the  amiable  man,  and  rendered 
him  at  once  the  object  of  univerfal  love  and  admi- 
ration. Hisdeath  is  thoughtto  have  fhortened  the 
days  of  his  royal  father,  and  broke  the  heart  of  that 
renowned  warrior  John  de  Grielly,  Captal  de 
Buche,  who  refufed  all  nourifhment,  and  was 
impatient  to  follow  his  beloved  mailer  to  the 
grave.    The  parliament,  though  in  no  very  good 
humour,  difcovered  the  deepefl  concern  for  his 
death,  and  the  higheft  veneration  for  his  memory, 
by  attending  his  remains  to  the  cathedral  of  Can- 
terbury, where  he  was  buried,  and  by  petition- 
ing the  King  to  introduce  his  only  furviving  fon 
Richard  of  Bourdeaux,  then  a  youth  often  years 
and  five  months  old,  into  their  aflembly,  that 
they  might  have  the  pleafure  of  beholding  this 
only  reprefentative  of  their  beloved  prince,  and 
of  paying  their  duty  to  him  as  heir-apparent  to 
the   crown.     At  the  requeft   of  both   houfes, 
1 1  Richard 
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Richard  was  created  Prince  of  Wales,and  inverted  A.D.J376. 
with  all  his  father's  honours  and  poffeffions. a34 

As  the  truce  with  France  was  now  drawing 
towards  an  end,  and  as  all  endeavours  to  bring 
about  a  peace  had  proved  abortive,  nothing  was  n 
expected  but  the  renewal  of  the  war.  To  provide 
for  this  event,  a  parliament  met  on  January  27., 
at  Weftminfter,  which  was  opened  by  Richard 
Prince  of  Wales,  bycommiffion  from  the  King, 
then  indifpofed.  The  commons,  after  fome  de- 
liberation, and  conferring  with  a  committee  of 
the  lords,  granted  the  King  a  poll-tax  of  four- 
pence  from  every  perfon  in  the  kingdom  above 
fourteen  years  of  age,  except  beggars 23S.  There 
feems  to  have  been  a  perfect  harmony  between 
the  King  and  this  his  lafl  parliament,  which  peti- 
tioned him  to  releafe  the  Lord  Latimer,  Alice 
Perrers,  and  others,  from  the  cenfures  inflicted 
upon  them  by  the  late  parliament,  and  to  reftore 
them  to  their  former  Hate. aj6 

Ed  ward  finding,  from  the  declining  ftate  of  his  Death 
health,  that  his  death  was  fad  approaching,  was  ° 
earneftly  defirous  of  making  peace  with  France, 
that  he  might  not  leave  his  infant  fucceffor  in- 
volved in  a  war  with  fo  powerful  an  enemy.     But 
the  fame  circumflances  rendered  the  French  fo 
high  in  their  demands,  that,  though  commiffion- 
ers  had  been  appointed  to  treat  of  peace,  nothing 
could  be  concluded  before  King  Edward's  death, 

!4  Froiflart,  l.i.  0.124,  a*5«     Walfmg.  ip.KjQ. 
135  Parliament'.  Hift.  vol. I.  p.3J$. 
aj6  Id.  ibid.  p.3a8. 
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A.D.I377.  which  happened  at  his  palace  of  Shene,  June  i., 
in  the  lixty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  fifty- 
firft  of  his  reign.  *" 

Char-after  Edward  III.  was  in  his  perfon  well  fhaped,  tall, 
ftrong,  and  active ;  his  countenance  was  comely, 
his  air  majeflic,  and  his  addrefs  engaging.  He 
much  excelled  and  greatly  delighted  in  the  manly 
exercifes  of  thofe  times,  particularly  tourna- 
ments, which  were  often  celebrated  at  his  court 
with  great  magnificence.  His  genius,  both  for 
learning, 'politics,  and  war,  was  far  above  the 
common  rate.  He  underflood  feveral  languages, 
and  was  well  verfed  in  the  learning  of  his  time, 
as  well  as  a  munificent  patron  of  learning  and 
learned  men.  He  difcovered  great  prudence  in 
the  conduct  of  his  affairs,  the  management  of  his 
parliaments,  and  the  many  wife  laws  which  were 
made  in  his  reign  for  the  advancement  of  arts 
and  commerce ;  though  he  was  ihanaefully  out- 
witted by  Charles  King  of  France,  and  his  bro- 
thers, rather  through  their  total  want  of  faith  and 
honour,  than  his  want  of  policy.  His  almoil 
conflant  fuccefs  in  war,  while  he  appeared  at  the 
head  of  his  armies,  is  a  fufficient  proof  of  his  mili- 
tary talents238.  If  we  examine  his  wars  with 
France  and  Scotland  by  the  flri6l  rules  of  mo- 
rality, they  will  not  appear  very  juftifiable ; 
and  if  we  judge  of  them  by  their  final  iffue, 
they  were  not  very  profitable.  For  though 
he  inflicted  infinite  mifchiefs  on  both  thefe  king. 

w  Rymer,  vol.  7.  p.  151. 

238  Anooinu  Hift,  Ed.III.  p»4ji.    Waiting,  p.  19*,  193. 
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doms,  and  raifed  the  martial  fame  of  England  to  A.D.I377. 
the  higheft  pitch,  it  was  at  a  prodigious  expence  '  /"~"~J 
of  blood  and  treafure  ;  and  he  made  no  lading 
conquefts,  except  Calais  and  Berwick.  The  am- 
bition of  this  prince,  which  hath  gained  him  the 
greateft  fame,  was  in  reality  the  mod  exception- 
able part  of  his  character,  which  was  adorned  with 
many  mining  virtues.  He  was  a  rare  example 
of  human  felicity,  having  for  more  than  forty 
years  enjoyed  a  very  uncommon  degree  of  hap- 
pinefs  in  his  family,  and  of  fuccefs  in  all  his 
undertakings. 

Edward's  only  queen  was  Philippa  of  Hainault;  His  Wbe. 
with  whom  he  lived  in  the  moil  perfect  conjugal 
harmony  above  two  and  forty  years,  and  by  whom 
he  had  feven  fons  and  five  daughters,  viz. 

1.  Edward  of  Woodflock,  commonly  called  the 
Black  Prince,  from  the  colour  of  his  armour,  the 
darling  of  his  royal  parents,  was  born  at  Wood- 
ftock  June  15.,  A.D.  1330. Z39;  married  to  his 
coufin  Jane,  the  Fair  Maid  of  Kent,  in  1361.  j 
by  whom  he  left  an  onlyfon,  named  Richard,  who 
fucceeded  his  grandfather  in  the  throne.  24° 

2.  William   of  Halfield,  born    1336.;    died 
young.  *4t 

3.  Lionel  of  Antwerp,  Duke  of  Clarence,  born 
November  29.,  1338. 142j  was  married,firft,  to  Eli- 

239  Walfingham,  p.  130. 

240  Sandford's  Geneal.  Hift.  p. 315,  &c. 

•**'  Ypod.  Neuft.  £51*.  ^  Sandford,  p.»a». 
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A.D.J377.  fabeth  de  Burgh,  heirefs  of  Ulfter ;  by  whom  he 

*— "^ '  left  one  daughter,  Philippa,  married  to  Edmund 

Mortimer,  Earl  of  Marche.  For  his  fecond  wife, 
the  Duke  of  Clarence  married  Violante,  daughter 
of  the  Duke  of  Milan  ;  by  whom  he  had  no  chil- 
dren. He  died  in  Italy,  in  1368.243 

4.  John  of  Gaunt,  born  in  1340.;  was  married, 
firft,  in  1359.,  to  Blanche,  one  of  the  daughters 
and  coheirefles  of  Henry  the  Good,  Duke  of  Lan- 
cafler  (after  whofe  death  he  was  created  Duke  of 
Lancafter);  by  whom  he  left  a  ion,  named  Henry, 
fucceflively  Earl  of  Derby,  Duke  of  Hereford  and 
Lancafter,  and  King  of  England,  by  the  name  of 
Henry  IV. 244      For  his   fecond  wife,  John   of 
Gaunt  married  Conftantia,   eldeft  daughter  of 
Don  Pedro  King  of  Caftile ;  in  whofe  right  he 
aflumed  that  title ;    and  by  whom   he   had  a 
daughter,  afterwards  Queen  of  Caftile.    For  his 
third  wife  he  married  Catharine  Swinford  ;  by 
whom  he  had  feveral  children. 

5.  Edmund  of  Langley,  born  in  1341 .,  created 
Earl  of  Cambridge  in  1362.,  and  Duke  of  York 
in  1 384. ;  married  Ifabella,  youngeft  daughter  of 
Don  Pedro  King  of  Caftile;  by  whom  he  had  Ed- 
ward, his  eldeft  fon,  who  died  without  iflue;  and 
Richard  Earl  of  Cambridge ;  who,  marrying  his 
coirfin  Anne  Mortimer,  heirefs  of  the  houfe  of 
Clarence,  had  Richard  Duke  of  York,  who  was 
father  of  Edward  IV.,  King  of  England.  *4S 

349  Sandford,  p.ai9.  aaa«  aaj.  *4  Walfing.  p.  148. 

^  Ypod.  Neuft.  £.524.     Saudford,  p.$s7t  3j8.  360.  365. 
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6.  William  of  Windfor,  who  died  in  his  in- 
fancy. 44(S 

7.  Thomas  of  Woodftock,  Duke  of  Gloucefter, 
and  Conftable  of  England.247 

The  daughters  of  King  Edward  and  his  Queen 
Philippa  were,  i.  Ifabel,  married  in  1365.  to  En- 
guerrand  de  Coucy,  created  Duke  of  Bedford  j 
2.  Joan,  contracted  to  Don  Pedro  King  of  Caflile, 
but  died  of  the  plague  at  Bourdeaux,  in  1 349.,  be- 
fore marriage 248;  3.  Blanche,  who  died  in  her  in- 
fancy; 4.  Mary,  Duchefs  of  Britanny;  5.  Mar- 
garet, Countefs  of  Pembroke,  who  died  without 
ifiue. 

DAVID  BRUCE,  King  of  Scotland,  who  was  Hiftoryof 
taken  prifoner  at  the  battle  of  Durham,  Oclo-  Scotland- 
ber  17.,  A.D.  1346.,  continued  in  captivity  no  lefs 
than  eleven  years,  though  various  negotiations 
were  fet  on  foot  for  procuring  his  deliverance 249. 
He  was  permitted  to  pay  a  vifit  to  his  dominions, 
A.D.  1351.9  upon  giving  hoftages,  and  making 
oath  to  return  into  cuftody  when  required'50. 
This  relaxation  in  his  confinement  (which  had 
been  very  Uriel:)  was  probably  granted  to  pro- 
mote the  fuccefs  of  a  private  agreement  which 
he  had  made  with  the  King  of  England,  by  pro- 
curing the  confent  of  his  fubjedts  to  that  agree- 
ment. The  nature  of  this  fecret  treaty  between 
the  two  kings  is  not  known ;  but  it  is  believed  to 

246  Sandford,  p.  178.  J47  Id.  p.az?. 

243  Rymer,  vol.5,  p. 421.  425,  4*6,  437,  4»8>  &c. 
W9  Rymeri  Feed.  1.5.  p.6i8.  686.  699,  700. 
250  Id.  ibid.  p. .711.  7»a.  714.  7*7. 
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A.D.J3JJ.  have  been  unfavourable  to  the  independency  of 
* — v — '  Scotland;  and  David  having  failed  in  his  at- 
tempts to  procure  its  confirmation,  returned 
into  confinement,  A.  D.  1352. 25t  After  long  con- 
ferences, a  treaty  for  the  liberation  of  David,  and 
a  truce  of  nine  years,  was  concluded  at  New- 
caflle,  1 3th  July  A.D.  1354.,  ratified  by  the  com- 
miflioners  of  Scotland,  1 2th  November,  and  by 
the  King  of  England  and  the  Prince  of  Wales 
5th  December 252.  But  the  effect  of  this  treaty 
was  prevented  by  the  intrigues  of  the  King  of 
France ;  who,  by  fending  a  body  of  foldiers,  and 
a  fum  of  money  into  Scotland,  prevailed  upon 
the  Scots  to  continue  the  war ;  and  they  had  the 
good  fortune  to  defeat  Sir  Thomas  Gray,  keeper 
of  Norham  caftle,  in  October,  and  to  take  the 
town  of  Berwick  in  November,  A.D.  1355. 2S3 
But  they  did  not  long  enjoy  this  conqueft  ;  for 
Edward  having  invefted  the  town  with  a  great 
army,  it  was  furrendered  by  capitulation  1 3th 
January  A.D.  1356. 2S4 

A.D.IJ56.  Edward,  having  recovered  Berwick,  and  ob- 
Expedition  taincd  a  formal  furrender  of  the  crown  and  king- 
of  Ed-  dom  of  Scotland  from  his  wretched  tool  Edward 

WJITQ  IJ 

into  Scot-    Baliol  (January  20.),  inarched  at  the  head  of  a 

land.         great  army  into  Lothian,  attended  by  a  fleet  of 

victuallers  in  the  Forth.    But  the  Scots  having 

removed  all  their  cattle  and  provifions,  and  the 

;i  Rymeri  Feed.  t.f.  p. 737.  746.     Fordun,  1.14.  0.15. 
JSJ  Rymeri  Feed.  t-j.  p.  793.  812. 
5!  Fordun,  1.14.  0.9,  10. 
i4  Fordun,  1.14.  c.i a.     Rymer.  Feed.  t.j.  p.8a8. 

Englifli 


Chap. i.  Sea.4.    CIVIL  AND  MILITARY.  293 

Englifh  fleet  having  been  difperfed  by  a  florin,  A.D.I356. 

he  found  it  impoffible  to  proceed  any  further  than  ' — ^ ' 

to  Edinburgh.  His  troops  were  harafTed  in  their 
retreat  by  flying  parties  of  the  Scots,  which 
provoked  him  to  deflroy  the  country  with  fire 
and  fword,  not  fparing  the  mod  magnificent 
churches755.  This  expedition  was  long  remember- 
ed in  Scotland  by  the  name  oi'TheburntCandlemas. 

Ed  ward,  convinced  of  the  difficulty  of  fubduing  King  of 
Scotland, began  to  think ferioufly  ofmakingpeace  Scots  ran~ 
with  that  country,  and  of  procuring  as  great 
a  ranfom  as  he  could  for  its  king,  who  was  flill  his 
prifoner.  With  this  view  he  appointed  William 
de  Bohun  Earl  of  Northampton,  and  others,  his 
commiffioners,  to  treat  with  the  prelates,  nobles, 
and  people,  of  Scotland,  about  the  redemption  of 
David  Bruce,  and  a  perpetual  peace  between  the 
two  kingdoms as6.  The  parliament  of  Scotland, 
(xyth  January,  A.D.  1357.)  named  four  commif- 
fioners, two  bilhops  and  two  barons,  to  treat 
with  thofe  of  England Js;.  That  the  conferences 
might  not  be  interrupted  by  hoftilities,  a  truce 
for  fix  months  was  concluded  8th  May2*8. 
The  commiffioners  of  both  kingdoms  met  at 
Berwick,  to  which  place  the  captive  King  was 
alfo  conducted25".  The  chief  difficulty  in  this 
negotiation  was,  to  fettle  the  ranfom  to  be  paid 
by  the  Scots  for  the  redemption  of  their  King. 
The  Englifti  demanded  100,000  marks,  an  exor- 

155  Fordun,  1.14.  0.13.  i5  Rymeri  Feed.  1.5.  p.847. 

757  Id.  ibid.  p.83i.  ?5i  Id.  ibid.  t.6.  p.  15. 

**  Id.  ibid.  p. 3 1. 
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AD.  1357.  bitant  fum  in  thofe  times,  containing  as  much 
""vr""'  filveras2oo,oool.  of  ourmoney,and  more  difficult 
to  raife  than  a  million  would  be  at  prefent.  As  no 
abatement  of  this  demand  could  be  obtained,  the 
cbmmiflioners,  and  alfo  the  parliament  of  Scot- 
land, engaged  to  pay  it  in  ten  years  by  equal  pay- 
ments of  10,000  marks  each  year  5  and  to  give 
twenty  young  men  of  quality  hoftages,  for 
fecurity  26°.  By  one  article  it  was  provided,  that 
the  truce  between  the  two  kingdoms  mould 
continue  till  the  ranfom  was  paid.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  treaty  the  King  of  Scots  was  fet 
at  liberty,  in  October  A.D.  1367. 

Treaties.  The  fatal  expedition  into  England,  A.D.  1346., 
which  had  involved  the  King  and  people  of  Scot- 
land in  fo  many  calamities,  had  been  undertaken 
at  the  inftigation  of  France  ;  and  therefore  the 
Scots  very  properly  applied  to  France  to  affift 
them  in  paying  the  heavy  ranfom  of  their  king. 
This  application  was  at  firft  eluded  by  excufes ; 
but  the  French  being  ftill  at  war  with  England, 
and  {landing  in  need  of  the  aid  of  their  ancient 
allies,  a  treaty  was  concluded,  April  A.D.  1360., 
in  which  the  French  engaged  to  pay  the  Scots 
50,000  marks,  and  the  Scots  engaged  to  renew 
the  war  with  England 1(5'.  But  this  treaty  was 
never  executed :  for  by  an  article  of  the  famous 
treaty  of  peace  between  the  French  and  Englifli 
at  Bretigny,  concluded  only  about  a  month 
after,  the  King  of  France  renounced  every  alli- 

160  Rymer.  Feed.  t.6.  p.46 — 5 a. 

11  Annals  of  Scotland,  vol. a.  p. 246,  247,  248. 
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ance  with  Scotland,  and  engaged,  for  himfelf  A.D.i36o. 
and  his  fuccefibrs,  never  to  make  any  newalliance  ' — " — ^ 
with  that  kingdom  2'z.  In  this  manner  do  great 
kings  fometimes  trifle  with  their  engagements. 

After  Scotland  had  been  long  involved  in  the  Peftilence. 
calamities  of  war,  it  was  vifited  by  a  deftru&ive 
peftilence,  A.D.  1361.,  which  raged  a  whole  year, 
and  is  faid  to  have  carried  off  about  one-third  of 
the  inhabitants 263.  Johanna  Queen  of  Scotland, 
fifter  of  Edward  III,,  died  in  England,  A.  D. 
I362.264 

King  David  Bruce  paid  frequent  vifits  to  Eng-  intrigues 
land  after  he  recovered  his  liberty,  and  was  en-  l°  defeat 

...  .     /,  .  .  "the  ifccef- 

gaged  in  certain  lecret  intrigues  with  that  court,  n0n  of 
to  defeat  the  fucceffion  of  his  nephew  Robert  the  Robert  the 
Stewart,  who  had  been  regent  of  the  kingdom 
during  his  captivity.  After  his  return  from  one 
of  thefe  vifits,  A.D.  1363.,  he  made  a  propofal 
to  his  parliament  at  Scone,  that  if  he  died  with- 
out iiTue,  they  ihould  chufe  Lionel  Duke  of 
Clarence,  the  fecond  fon  of  Edward  III.,  to  be 
their  king.  This  propofal  was  unanimoufly  re- 
jected with  fcorn  and  indignation  by  the  parlia- 
ment, who  declared  that  they  would  never 
permit  an  Englifliman  to  reign  over  them  ;  but 
would  fupport  the  fettlement  of  the  crown, 
which  had  been  made  by  parliament  on  the 
Stewart  and  his  family 26s.  David  was  not  de- 
terred by  this  refolute  anfwer,  or  even  by  the 

**  Rymeri  Feed.  t.6.  p.  178 — 196. 

•Kl  Fordun.  1.14.  c.24,  *5.  *4  Wolfing,  p.  1 79. 

-"^  Fordun,  1.14.  c.»g. 
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AJXr36;3.  civil  commotions  which  his  propofal  had  oo 
~~Y~~  J  cafioned,  from  purfuing  his  pernicious  fchemes : 
for  on  his  return  to  England,  he  made  an  agree- 
ment with  Edward,  that  he,  or  the  King  of 
England  for  the  time  being,  fhould  fucceed 
to  the  crown  of  Scotland,  on  the  death  of 
David  without  iffue ;  and  a  plan  was  formed  for 
regulating  the  government  when  that  event  took 
place 266.  But  it  was  foon  found,  that  thefe  dark 
intrigues  and  private  conventions  could  have  no 
effect,  while  the  Scots  were  unanimoufly  deter- 
mined to  defend  their  independency  j  and  there- 
fore  they  were  kept  fecret. 

Marriage  David  Bruce,  being  now  a  widower,  fell  in 
*f  r>death  ^ove  w^hj  a°d  married  Mai  garet  Logic,  a  gentle- 
vidii.  woman  of  linguiar  beauty.  For  fome  time  the 
influence  of  this  lady  over  her  amorous  huf- 
band  was  very  great ;  but  it  was  not  of  long 
duration  ;  and  they  were  divorced  in  February, 
A.D.  1370. 267  David  did  not  long  furvive  this 
event.  He  died  in  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh, 
22d  February  A.D.  1371.,  in  the  forty-feventh 
year  of  his  age,  and  forty-fecond  of  his 
reign. z(j8 

Charaaer.       David  II.,  though  not  defective  in  perfonal 

courage,  was  a  weak,  capricious,  and  unfortunate 

prince,having  fpent  about  one-half  of  his  reign  in 

^xileorin  captivity.  ThevenerationoftheScotsfor 

the  memory  of  their  illuftrious  deliverer,  Robert 

*66  Rymeri  Feed.  t.6.  p.  426,  447.     Annals  of  Scotland,  vol.  a. 
p.Z53,  &c. 

167  Fordun,  1.14.  c.a8.  34.  36S  Id.  ibid. 
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Bruce, kept  them  fteadyin  their  attachment  to  his  AJ>  1371. 
only  fon,  in  fpite  of  all  his  facings.     He  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  his  nephew  Robert  the  Stewart,  the 
firft  of  that  family  who  wore  a  crown. 


SECTION  V. 

T7ie  civil  and  military  hi/lory  of  Britain,  from  the  ae- 
cefllon  of  Richard  II.,  June  21.  A.D.  1377.,  to  the  ac- 
ceflion  of 'Henry  IV.,  September  30.  A.D.  1399. 

RICHARD  II.  was  in  the  nth  year  of  his  A.D.i377. 
age,  when  he  fucceeded  his  grandfather  Ed-  Afc^e.fl!™ 
ward  III.  on  the  throne  of  England.  His  tender  ar(ni. 
years,  the  exqtiifite  beauty  of  his  perfon,  and  the 
remembrance  of  his  beloved  father  the  Black 
Prince,  greatly  endeared  him  to  his  fubjects,  who 
exprefled  the  higheit  fatisfaction  at  his  acceffion. 
When  King  Edward  lay  at  the  point  of  death, 
the  citizens  of  London  lent  a  folemn  deputation 
to  the  Prince,  then  at  Kingflon-upon-Thames, 
to  profefs  their  attachment  to  his  intereft,  and 
invite  him  to  take  up  his  refidence  in  their  city; 
with  which  invitation  he  complied.  He  was 
crowned  at\Veftminfter,July  16.,  with  great  mag- 
nificence, and  every  pofiible  expreffion  of  uni- 
verfal  joy. ' 

'  Walling,  p.  193.     Rymer,  vol.?.  p.tcy — 160. 
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AD.I377.      But  notwithstanding  all  thefe  fair  appearances, 
v — * — -^  the  affairs  of  England  were  not  in  a  very  happy 

Unfavour-    -         ..  ,  .,  .    t  3  •         _,  „.        /  .      r.rj 

able  ftate    fitufttioo  at  this  time.    The  young  King  being  m- 

of  Eng-  capable  of  holding  the  reins  of  government,  was 
wholly  under  the  direction  of  his  three  uncles, 
John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancafter,  Edmund  of 
Langley  Earl  of  Cambridge,  afterwards  Duke  of 
York,  and  Thomas  of  Woodftock,  Earl  of  Buck- 
ingham, afterwards  Duke  of  Gloucefler.  The 
Duke  of  Lancafter,  who  bore  the  chief  fway,  was 
proud,  paffionate,  and  unpopular,  and  very  unfit 
for  the  difficult  part  he  had  to  act.  The  nation 
was  involved  in  an  unfortunate  war  with  France, 
for  which  no  preparation  was  made,  and  was  alfo 
on  ill  terms  with  Spain  and  Scotland ;  and  the 
commons  were  greatly  difcontented  at  the  conti- 
nual demands  which  had  been  lately  made  upon 
them  for  the  fupport  of  the  French  war.  The 
ill  effects  of  thefe  unfavourable  circumftances 
foon  appeared. 

War  with  The  truce  with  France  having  expired  May  i., 
lce'  the  war  was  renewed ;  and  the  French  had  fent 
armies  into  Guienne,  Britanny,  and  the  marches 
of  Calais,  where  they  had  taken  two  forts  before 
the  late  King's  death.  In  Auguft,  a  body  of 
French  plundered  the  ifle  of  Wight,  burnt  the 
town  of  Haftings,  and  made  attempts  upon 
Winchelfey  and  Southampton,  though  without 
fuccefs. 2 

Parlia-  To  provide  for  repelling  thefe  infults,  and  pro- 

fecuting  the  war  with  vigour,  a  parliament  was 

1  Waiting,  p.  198,  199.     Froifiart,  l.i.  0.347. 
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fummoned  to  meet  at  Weftminfter,  October  13. 
The  honfe  of  commons,  after  confulting  with  a 
committee  of  lords,  granted  two  fifteenths  from 
the  counties,  and  two  tenths  from  the  cities  and 
boroughs,  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  John 
Philpot,  and  W.  Walworth,  merchants  in  Lon- 
don, and  appropriated  to  the  expences  of  the  war, 
together  with  the  fubfidy  on  wool.  Through  the 
influence  of  the  King's  uncles  in  this  parliament, 
the  famous  Alice  Ferrers  was  fentenced  to  banifli- 
ment,  and  her  eftates  confifcated.  No  regent  nor 
regency  was  appointed ;  but  by  the  affent  of  the 
King  and  lords  to  a  petition  of  the  commons,  a 
council  of  nine  perfons  was  chofen,  to  advife  and 
affift  the  King  in  the  adminiflration  of  govern- 
ment for  one  year,  and  a  like  council  ordained  to 
be  chofen  every  year,  by  parliament,  during  the 
King's  minority 3.  This  method  was  probably 
taken  out  of  jealoufy  of  the  Duke  of  Lancafter, 
who  had  the  bed  claim  to  the  regency,  if  a  regent 
had  been  appointed. 

The  war  between  England  and  France  was  not  A.D.i37g. 
carried  on  with  much  vigour  on  either  fide,  nor  Progrefs  of 
did  it  produce  many  events  worthy  of  the  atten-  *  e  war* 
tion  of  pofterity.    One  Mercer,  a  Scotchman,  in- 
fefted  thenorth-eaflcoafts  of  England  with  a  fmall 
fleet,  and  feized  fome  (hips  in  the  port  of  Scar- 
borough; but  John  Philpot  of  London  fitted  out 
fome  (hips  at  his  own  expence,  with  which  he  en- 
gaged Mercer,  defeated,  and  took  him  prifoner.4 

3  Parliament.  Hift.  vol.i.  p-33j — 344.  4  Waiting,  p. an. 

The 
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A.D.I378.  The  Duke  of  Lancafter,  though  not  directly  re- 
Jr7v~7~'  gent,  had  an  almoil  unbounded  infltienceoverthe 
Lancaster's  councilofadminiftration ;  and  prevailed  with  them 
expedi-  to  prjve  him  the  difpofal  of  the  money  anting  from 

tion  into         ,  T  .  „ 

France.       the  late  parliamentary  grants,  promiiing  not  only 
to  protect  the  kingdom  from  all  its  enemies,  but 
alfo  to  perform  fome  notable  exploitfor  its  honour 
and  advantage.  To  perform  this  promife,  he  raifed 
an  army  and  equipped  a  fleet  for  invading  France. 
Before  the  grand  fleet  was  ready  to  fail,  he  fent  the 
Earls  of  Arundel  and  Salifbury,  with  a  few  fhips 
and  fome  troops,  to  take  pofleffion  of  Cherburg, 
which  was  ceded  to  England  by  the  King  of 
Navarre.     The  two  Earls  had  an  engagement  on 
their  paffage  with  a  Spanifti  fleet,  in  which  they 
fuftained  fome  lofs,  though  they  afterwards  exe- 
cuted their  commiffion.     About  the  end  of  July 
theDukefailed  with  a  gallant  fleet  and  army;  and, 
landing  in  Britanny,  inverted  St.  Malo.  The  con- 
flable  Du  Guefclin  haftened  with  an  army  to  the 
relief  of  the  place;  and  theDuke,  finding  it  would 
be  impoffible  to  take  the  town  in  the  prefence  of 
the  enemy,  raifed  the  liege,  and  returned  home, 
without  having  performed  any  thing  worthy  of 
his  mighty  promifes  and  great  expences. s 
War  with       A  party  of  about  eighty  Scots,  commanded  by 
Scotland.     Sir  Alexander  Ramfay,  furprifed  the  caftle  of  Ber- 
wick on  November  25.;  but  it  was  foon  after  re- 
covered by  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  and  all 
the  Scots,  except  their  leader,  put  to  the  fword. 

s  Walfing.  p.aoo.  310.  ^l$.     Froiflart,  l.i.  0.329. 
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After   this  the   Earl   marched   into   Scotland;  A.D.i378. 
but   a   part  of  his   army  being  defeated  near 
Melrofe,  he  difmiffed  the  reft,  and  put  an  end 
to  the  campaign.  * 

A  parliament  met  at  Gloucefter,  October  20., 
to  which  it  was  reprefented,  that  the  King  was  ment* 
at  a  great  expence  in  maintaining  the  garrifons 
of  Calais,  Cherburg,  Breft,  Bourdeaux,  and 
Bayonne,  and  in  defending  the  kingdom  from 
its  numerous  enemies  j  and  a  fupply  was  de- 
manded for  defraying  thefe  expences.  The 
houfe  of  commons  difcovered  an  extreme  unwil- 
lingnefs  to  comply  with  this  demand  ;  alleging, 
that  there  muil  be  a  great  part  of  the  money 
granted  by  the  laft  parliament  ftill  in  the  trea- 
fury ;  that  the  King's  ordinary  revenues  were 
fufficient,  with  good  management,  for  anfwering 
all  thefe  purpofes  ;  and  that  the  people  of  Eng- 
land had  nothing  to  do  with  the  great  charge  of 
46,000!.  for  maintaining  the  garrifons  in  France. 
But  at  length,  by  the  earneil  and  repeated  en- 
treaties of  the  lords,  the  commons  were  prevailed 
upon  to  continue  the  high  duty  on  wool,  wool- 
fells,  and  leather,  and  even  to  grant  an  ad- 
ditional duty  of  one  mark  on  every  fack  of 
wool,  and  every  two  hundred  and  forty  wool- 
fells,  and  two  marks  on  every  laft  of  leather, 
befides  6d.  in  the  pound  on  all  merchandife  ex- 
ported and  imported. 7 

6  FroifTart,  t.  a.  c.  7 — 10.     Walfing.  p. 419. 

7  Carte,  vol.  a.  p.  547.  ex  Rot.  Parliament.       Walfing.  p.  »I5« 
Parliament.  Hift.  vol.  i.  p,  348— 355. 

The 
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AD.I379.       The  late  unfuccefsful  expedition  of  the  Duke 

1 — • '  of  Lancafter  into  Britanny,  was  followed  by  the 

thm  hi""  l0^8  °f  a^  ^at  duchy,  except  Breft,  which  w?s 
Britanny.  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh  by  John  de 
Mountfort  Duke  of  Britanny,  for  an  eftate  in 
England,  where  he  refided  with  very  little  hopes 
of  ever  being  reftored  to  his  dominions s.  The 
conqueft  of  this  country  appeared  fo  complete  to 
Charles  V.  King  of  France,  that  by  a  foleinn  fen- 
tence  he  annexed  the  duchy  of  Britanny  to  the 
kingdom  of  France  for  ever 9.  But  fo  uncertain 
are  the  principles  of  human  policy,  that  this  fen- 
tence,  calculated  to  extinguifh  the  lad  hopes  of 
John  de  Mountfort,  was  the  means  of  reftoring 
him  to  the  pofieffion  of  his  country  in  a  very  little 
time.  For  though  the  people  of  Britanny  difliked 
their  Duke  for  his  inviolable  attachment  to  Eng- 
land, and  on  that  account  had  aflifted  the  French 
in  expelling  him,  there  was  nothing  in  the  world 
they  dreaded  fo  much  as  the  fubjection  of  their 
country  to  the  crown  of  France.  In  order  to 
avoid  this,  they  fent  repeated  invitations  toMoun- 
fort  to  return  into  Britanny,  promiling  to  receive 
him  as  their  fovereign,  and  to  fupport  him  with 
the  utmoft  zeal  and  loyalty.  Being  at  length 
convinced  of  their  fincerity,  he  failed  from  South- 
ampton; and  landing  near  St.  Malo,  Auguft  3., 
with  a  few  troops,  he  was  every  where  received 
with  the  loudeft  acclamations  of  joy,  and  got  pof- 
feffion  of  the  chief  places  of  his  dominions. 10 

8  Rymer,  vol.;.  p.i9o — 195.       9  D'Argentre  Hift.  Brit.  1.9.  0.3. 
10  Walfing.  p.a»5-     Froifiart,  t.*,  ch.44. 
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Though  the  events  of  the  war  with  France, 
Caftile,  and  Scotland,  were  not  very  memorable, 
the  expences  of  it,  and  of  the  foreign  garrifons, 
were  very  great,  and  occafioned  frequent  applica- 
tions to  parliament.  One  was  fummoned  to  meet 
at  Weftminfter  January  14.,  A.D.  1380.,  which, 
after  appointing  commiffioners  to  examine  into 
every  branch  of  the  adminiftration,  granted  one 
fifteenth  and  a  half  from  the  counties,  and  one 
tenth  and  a  half  from  the  cities  and  boroughs  j 
and  continued  the  high  duties  on  wool,  wool-fells, 
and  leather,  for  another  year  after  Michaelmas 
next,  when  they  were  to  have  expired11.  Having 
thus  provided  for  the  public  expences,  they  re- 
quefted  that  there  might  be  no  meeting  of  parlia- 
ment for  one  year  after  Michaelmas  next. 

Though  the  people  of  Britanny  had  received  Expedi- 
their  Duke  with  great  cordiality,  he  foon  found  j£J  m*° 
that  it  would  be  impoffible  for  him  to  contend 
with  the  fuperior  power  of  France  without  affift- 
ance  from  England,  which  he  folicited  with  much 
earneftnefs.  A  great  army  was  raifed  and  fent  to 
his  relief,  under  the  command  of  the  King's  uncle, 
Thomas  Earl  of  Buckingham;  which,  marching 
from  Calais  in  the  end  of  July,  paffed  through 
Picardie,  Champagne,  and  other  provinces  of 
France,  plundering  the  country,  without  meeting 
with  any  oppofition. I2 

As  this  army  approached  the  confines  of  Brit-  Death  of 
anny,  they  received  the  news  of  the  death  of  the  Chark«V, 

"  Parliament.  Hift.  vol.i.  p. 355  —  357. 
M  Froiflart,  La.  c.jo — jj. 

King 
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King  of  France,  Charles  V.,  who    expired  on 
September  16.,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon 
Charles  VI.,  a  youth  about  twelve  years  of  age. 13 
change  in       This  event  produced  a  great  change  in  the 
ofBrito-    de%ns  of  the  Duke  of  Britanny.    This  prince, 
ny.  obferving  that  the  averfion  of  his  fubjefts  to  the 

Englifh  was  not  in  the  lead  abated,  and  that  fe- 
veral  of  his  towns  were  refolved  to  fliut  their  gates 
againft  them,  began  to  think  of  making  his  peace 
with  France,  and  with  great  fecrecy  fent  commif- 
fioners  to  Paris  to  propofe  an  accommodation. 
But  as  he  had  invited  the  Englifh  army  to  his 
affiftance,  he  found  it  neceffary  to  receive  them 
with  fome  degree  of  civility ;  and  fent  fix  of  his 
chief  nobility  to  compliment  the  Earl  of  Bucking- 
ham on  his  arrival  in  Britanny,  and  to  propofe  an 
interviewwiththeirDuke.  Thefe  princes  accord- 
ingly met  at  Meziere,  near  Rennes;  where  it  was 
agreed,  that  the  Englifh  army  mould  undertake 
the  fiege  of  Nantes,  in  which  the  Duke  promifed 
to  join  them  with  his  forces,  in  a  few  weeks.  The 
Englifh,  in  confequence  of  this  agreement,  in- 
vefled  Nantes,  and  continued  the  fiege  about 
two  months ;  when,  finding  that  the  Duke  had 
failed  in  his  engagement  to  join  them,  through 
the  averfion  of  his  fubjeclts  to  the  Englifh  intereft, 
they  raifed  the  fiege,  and  retired  to  Vannes  into 
winter-quarters. I4 

War  with       The  Scots  invaded  and  plundered  Cumberland 
and  Weflmoreland  in  fummer,  and  carried  off 

li  Froiflart,  l.a.  0.56.  60.  '4  Froiflart,  t.».  011.59—63. 
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much  booty ;  particularly  feveral  thoufands  0^.0.1380. 
cattle  of  different  kinds.  When  the  Earl  of  Nor-  '- — /— — ' 
thurhberland  was  railing  an  army  to  retaliate  this 
injury,  he  was  reftrained  by  orders  from  court. 
Thefe  orders  were  probably  procured  by  the  in* 
fluence  of  the  Duke  of  Lancafter,  who  defigned 
this  employment  for  himfelf.  Accordingly  he 
made  an  expedition  into  Scotland,  where  he 
gathered  no  laurels ;  but  having  concluded  a 
truce. at  Berwick,  November  i.,  he  returned  to 
England. I5 

Though  the  lad  parliament  had  requefted  that  Pariia- 
there  might  not  be  another  till  a  year  after,  the  ment* 
exigencies  of  the  ftate  requiring  it,  one  was  called 
to  meet  at  Northampton,  November  5.,  and  a 
frefh  fupply  demanded,  for  the  pay  of  the  army 
under  the  Earl  of  Buckingham  in  Britanny,  and 
for  other  purpofes.  The  parliament,  after  long 
deliberation,  and  feveral  conferences  between 
the  two  houfes,  impofed  a  poll-tax  of  three  groats 
on  every  perfon  in  the  kingdom  above  fifteen 
years  of  age,  except  mere  beggars,  the  richer  to 
aflift  the  poorer I6 :  a  tax  which  was  productive 
of  very  fata),  confequences. 

The  negotiations  of  the  Duke  of  Britanny  at  A.D.i38j. 
the  court  of  France  were  now  perfected  ;  and  a  Engiifli 
peace  was  concluded  January  15.,  by  which  the  tums 
Duke  engaged  to  renounce  his  alliance  with  Eng- 
land,  to  fend  home  the  Englifli  army  now  in  his 

15  Walfing.  p.  240.  444.     Rymer,  vol.  7.  p.  376-— 379. 

16  Parliament,  Hift.  vol.i.  p. 358 — 363. 
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AD.  1381.  country,  and  to  hold  his  duchy  of  the  crown  of 

1 *—-*  France.    Nothing  could  equal  the  furprife  of  the 

Earl  of  Buckingham  when  he  heard  of  this  treaty. 
But  as  there  was  no  remedy,  he  embarked  his 
army  and  returned  to  England,  having  endured 
great  fatigues,  and  expended  great  fums  of 
money. I7 

State  of         The  poll- tax  impofed  by  the  laft  parliament 
the  com-    excited  the  mod  violent  commotions  in  England. 

mon  peo-  -      ,,  „  .     ..    _ 

pie.  That  numerous  and  uleiiil  clals  or  men  who  were 

in  thofe  times  called  villains,  and  were  little 
better  than  the  flaves  and  property  of  their  lordly 
mailers,  had  of  late  years  borne  the  yoke  with 
great  impatience.  This  yoke  was  rendered  more 
galling  by  the  frequent  taxes  lately  impofed  by 
parliament,  particularly  by  the  poll-tax  which  fell 
very  heavy  on  the  poorer  fort  of  people,  and  was 
made  more  grievous  by  the  feverity  with  which 
it  was  collected.  In  a  word,  the  minds  of  the 
common  people  all  over  England  were  fo  exafpe- 
rated  by  the  various  oppreffions  under  which  they 
laboured,  that  they  were  ready  to  engage  in  any 
defperate  attempt. 1S 

infun-ec-         A  fmall  fpark  fet  fire  to  this  train,  and  excited 

tion  of  the  a  prodigious  flame.      A  quarrel  arifing  between 

people!11     one  °* tne  poll-tax  gatherers  and  a  tyler  in  Dept- 

ford  named  Walter,  the  tyler  beat  out  the  brains 

of  the  tax-gatherer  with  his  hammer19.      His 

neighbours  applauded  the  action,  and  promifed 

to  protect  him  from  punifhment.    In  a  little  time 

17  Walfing.  p.242»  243.     Froiflart,  l..a.  0.65. 
's  Knyghton,  001.4633.  '9  Id.  ibid. 
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feveral  hundreds  were  gathered  together,  who 
were  every  moment  alarmed  and  enraged  by 
flying  reports  .of  the  dreadful  vengeance  which 
the  government  threatened  to  take  for  the  death 
of  the  tax-gatherer.     The  infurgents  fent  mef- 
fengers  into  the  neighbouring  counties  on  both 
fides  of  the  Thames,  commanding  the  common 
people  to  join  with  them  in  fhaking  off  the  yoke 
of  fervitude,  and  taking  vengeance  on  their  op- 
preffors.   Thefe  commands  were  too  well  obeyed. 
The  commons  every  where  abandoned  their  em- 
ployments, and  flew  to  arms.     From  all  parts 
they  directed  their  march  toward  London,  burn- 
ing the  houfes,  and  plundering  the  eftates  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry  in  their  route.     The  rage  of 
this  dangerous  multitude  was  much  inflamed  by 
the  declamations  of  one  John  Ball,  a  feditious 
preacher,  whom  they  had  releafed  out  of  Maid- 
ftone  gaol.    This  turbulent  monk,  who  had  been 
long  remarkable  for  courting  low  popularity,  held 
forth  with  great  vehemence  to  the  rioters  on  the 
natural  equality  of  mankind,  which  he  exhorted 
them  to  reftore,  by  murdering  all  the  nobility, 
gentry,  lawyers,  and  fuperior  clergy,  and  dividing 
the  world  amongft  themfelves20.    The  infurgents 
of  Kent,  EiTex,  and  the  neighbouring  counties, 
came  to  a  general  rendezvous  on  Blackheath, 
Wednefday  June  12.,  when  they  are  laid  to  have 
amounted   to   100,000   men,   under  their   two 
leaders  Wat  Tyler  and  Jack  Straw. 


20  Walfing.  p.  375.     Froiflart,  1.2.  c.jz.     Knyghton,  coi. 
2634. 
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A.D.I38I.       The  progrefs  of  this  infurre&ion  was  fo  rapid, 
^     ^^  and  the  confirmation  it  occafioned  fo  great,  that 

Progrefs 

of  the  in-  no  mcatures  were  taken  by  the  government  tor  its 
furredion.  fuppreffion.  The  King's  three  uncles,  who  had 
the  chief  direction  of  affairs,  were  all  abfent ;  the 
Duke  of  Lancafter  in  Scotland,  negotiating  a 
truce  with  that  kingdom;  the  Earl  of  Cambridge 
gone  with  fome  troops  to  the  affiflance  of  the  King 
of  Portugal,  againft  the  King  of  Caftile ;  and  the 
Earl  of  Buckingham  at  his  eftate  in  Wales*1. 
The  young  King,  in  this  extremity,  took  (helter 
with  his  mother  and  a  few  of  his  counfellors,  in 
the  tower  of  London. 

The  infur-      Among  other  acts  of  violence  which  the  infur- 
lumeffiM?  Sents  committed  in  their  way  to  London,  they 
to  the        feized  feveral  knights  and  gentlemen,  whom  they 
King<        obliged  to  accompany  them :  and  from  Black- 
heath  they  fent  one  of  thefe  knights  to  the  tower 
of  London,  with  a  meffage  to  the  King,  inviting 
him  to  come  and  fpeak  with  them  concerning  the 
government  of  the  kingdom,  which  they  faid  was 
ill  conducted  by  his  uncles,  by  the  Archbifliop  of 
Canterbury,  and  others. " 
The  After  fome  time  fpent  in  deliberation,  the  King 

" 

returned  this  anfwer  by  their  own  nieffenger : 
"  That  if  they  would  approach  the  river  Thames, 
"  lie  would  fpeak  with  them  next  morning,  being 
"  Thurfday  June  13."  Agreeable  to  this  mef- 
fage, the  King  went  on  board  his  barge  early  in 
the  morning,  with  the  EarlsofSalilbury,  Warwick, 

-'  Froiflart,  t.a.  c.?j.  "  M.  ibid. 
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and  fome  other  noblemen,  and  fleered  towards  A.D.i38i. 
Redriff,  where  about  10,000  of  the  infurgents  at-  '      '"""•*' 
tended  on  the'banks.    As  foon  as  they  beheld  the 
royal  barge  approaching,  theyfet  up  fuch  horrible 
cries  (fays  Froiffart),  as  if  all  the  devils  in  hell 
had  been  in  their  company.    The  noblemen  who 
were  with  the  King,  difTuaded  him  from  expoling 
his  perfon  to  the  will  of  fuch  an  enraged  rabble; 
upon  which  he  put  back,  and  returned  to  the 
tower. 23 

It  is  impoffible  to  defcribe  thefuryof  the  rioters  The  infur- 
on  this  difappointment.  As  foon  as  it  was  com- 
municated  to  the  main  body  on  Blackheath,  they 
immediately  fet  out  for  London,  deftroying  every 
thing  in  their  way.  In  Southwark  they  did  much 
miichief,  burning  houfes,  and  beheading  all  gen- 
tlemen who  were  fo  unhappy  as  to  fall  into  their 
hands.  The  gate  on  London  bridge,  which  had 
been  (hut,  being  opened  by  the  mob  within,  they 
ruflied  in,  and  fpread  over  all  the  city,  filling 
every  place  with  conilernation.  They  burnt 
the  noble  palace  of  the  Savoye,  with  all  its  rich 
furniture,  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Lancafter, 
the  chief  obje6l  of  their  malice.  The  temple, 
with  all  its  valuable  records,  fhared  the  fame  fate. 
They  cut  off  the  heads  of  all  the  Flemings  and 
Lombards  they  could  find ;  and  would  have  done 
much  more  mifchief,  if  the  greatefl  part  of  them 
had  not  been  overcome  with  liquor,  and  funk 
into  repofe. 24 

33  Froiflart,  t.  a.  c.;6. 

24  Id.  ibid.     Walfing.  p. 349-     Knyghten,  001.3635. 
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A.D.i38i.      In  the  night  which  fucceeded  this  fatal  day,  a 
£""  7 — {  council  was  held  in  the  tower ;  in  which  the  in- 
held  in  the  trepidW.  Wai  worth,  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  pro- 
tower,        pofed  to  rufh  out  upon  the  rioters,  now  buried  in 
fleep  and  wine,  and  put  them  to  the  fword.     But 
thismeafure  appearing  too  dangerous  to  the  other 
counfellors,  it  was  refolved,  that  the  King  ihould 
endeavour  to  prevail  upon  them  to  feparate,  and 
return  home,  by  fair  words,  and  by  granting  all 
their  demands. 25 

The  infur-  Next  morning,  June  14.,  the  Kingfent  a  mef- 
Jj^JIJ^j  fage  to  the  infurgents,  who  appeared  in  great 
great  men.  multitudes  on  Tower-hill,  and  demanded  an  au- 
dience, "  That  if  they  would  peaceably  retire  to 
"  Mile-end,  he  would  meet  them,  and  hear  their 
"  demands.**  The  great  body  of  the  rioter:? 
complied  with  this  melTage  ;  and  the  King,  with 
a  few  attendants,  all  unarmed,  leaving  the  tower, 
proceeded  to  that  place.  Wat  Tyler  and  Jack 
Straw,  with  a  multitude  of  their  mod  furious  fol- 
lowers, rumed  into  the  tower  as  foon  as  the  King 
left  it,  feized  Simon  Sudbury,  Archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury, the  chancellor,  and  Sir  Robert  Hales, 
the  treafurer,  and  immediately  cut  off  their 
heads,  with  thofe  of  fome  other  perfons  of  in- 
ferior note. 26 

The  King       In  the  mean  time  the  King  reached  Mile-end, 

meets  the    where  he  found  an  immenfe  multitude,  computed 

to  be  60,000;    to  whom  he  addreffed  himfelf 

in  the  mildeft  and  kindefl  language,  aiking  them 

35  Froifiart,  t.a.  €.76. 

*  Id.  ibid.     Waiting.  p.s5i.     Knyghton,  001.2635. 
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what  they  wanted,  and  promiiing  to  grant  them  A.D.i38i. 
whatever  theydefired.  They  demanded  that  they, 
their  lands,  pofleflions,  and  pofterity,  might  be 
free;  and  that  there  might  he  no  flaves  or  fervi- 
tude  in  England  for  ever.  The  King,  with  the 
greateft  franknefs,  promifed  to  grant  them  the 
mofl  ample  charters  of  freedom,  under  the  great 
feal,  with  a  pardon  for  all  that  was  pail,  provided 
they  would  retire  peaceably  to  their  own  homes. 
The  people  joyfully  accepted  thefe  offers ;  and 
about  thirty  expert  clerks  being  fet  to  work  to 
write  thefe  charters,  which  confided  only  of  a  few 
lines,  they  were  fealed,  and  delivered  to  all  who 
demanded  them,  who  thereupon  returned  home, 
happy  in  the  fuccefs  of  their  expedition. 27 

While  the  infurgents  from  Effex  and  Hertford-  Wat  Tyler 
fhire  were  thus  difperfing,  thofe  of  Kent  were  e  ' 
ftill  carrying  on  their  ravages  in  and  about  Lon- 
don, under  the  direction  of  their  leader  "Wat 
Tyler,  who  had  formed  the  mod  diabolical  defigns. 
Thefe  defigns  were  to  feize  the  King,  to  murder 
all  the  nobility,  to  plunder  and  then  to  burn 
the  city  of  London.  But  Providence  would  not 
permit  fuch  hellilh  purpofes  to  be  crowned  with 
fuccefs;  for  on  Saturday  June  15.,  as  the  King 
was  paffing  through  Smithfield,  with  about  fixty 
horf'emen  in  his  train,  he  met  Wat  Tyler  at  the 
head  of  twenty  thoufand  of  his  followers.  Asfoon 
as  Tyler  faw  the  King,  he  put  fpurs  to  his  horfe, 
and  preffed  into  the  royal  prefence,  where  he  be- 
haved in  the  mofl  clownifh  and  audacious  man- 

•   Brady,  vol.  2.     Append.  No.  103.     Walling.  p.Z54- 
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AJD.i38i.  ner,  and  made  the  mod  fenfelefs  and  extrava- 
*"" ~* — '  gant  demands78.  The  generous  Walworth,  lord 
mayor  of  London,  who  was  in  the  King's  com- 
pany, not  able  to  bear  the  infolence  of  this  auda- 
cious clown,  drew  his  fword,  and  with  one  blow 
felled  him  from  his  horfe  to  the  ground,  where 
he  was  inftantly  difpatched.29 

The  This  bold  action  might  have  been  fatal  to  the 

defence  King,  anc*  a^  n^s  company,  if  the  rioters  had  been 
of  mind,  allowed  time  to  recover  from  their  furprife.  But 
while  they  were  ftanding  motionlefs  with  afto- 
nimment  at  the  unexpected  fall  of  their  leader, 
the  young  King,  with  a  prefence  of  mind  which 
feemed  to  be  infpired  from  Heaven,  rode  up  to 
them,  andfaid,  "  My  lieges,  be  not  concerned 
"  for  the  lofs  of  your  unworthy  leader ;  I  am 
"  your  King,  I  will  be  your  leader,  follow  me  in- 
"  to  the  fields,  and  I  will  grant  you  whatever 
"  you  can  defire."  The  King  riding  gently  on 
towards  the  open  fields,  the  multitude  followed 
him,  hardly  knowing  what  they  did,  and  Hill  lefs 
what  they  defigned  to  do.30 

infurgents  In  the  mean  time,  a  cry  arofe  in  the  city,  that 
difperfed.  ^he  infurgents  had  the  King  in  their  hands,  and 
defigned  to  murder  him.  Great  multitudes  flew 
to  arms  to  refcue  their  fovereign,  or  revenge  his 
death ;  and  the  lord  mayor,  in  a  fhort  time,  col- 
lected fome  thoufands  of  brave  men,  well  armed, 
under  the  command  of  Sir  Robert  Knolles  and 
others.  He  conducted  them  into  the  fields,  where 

38  Knyghton,  p.  263 6. 

29  Walfing.  p. 353.     Froiflart,  l.a.  0.77.  *°  Walfing.  p.  253. 
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the  King  was  communing  with  the  rioters.     As  A,D.i38i 
foon  as  thefe  wretches  beheld  the  men  at  arms,  '—  ~v~- 
they  were  feized  with  a  panic,  fell  upon  their 
knees,  and  implored  the  King's  mercy ;  which 
that  prince,  with    equal  wifdom   and  goodnefs, 
granted  them,  on  condition    that  they  imme- 
diately difperfed  and  returned  home. 3l 

While  thefe  furprih'ng  fcenes  were  a6ling  in  infurrec- 
London,  commotions  of  the  fame  kind  were  raif-  "t°hnesrm 
ed  by  the  people  in  many  other  parts  of  England,  places. 
At  St.  Alban's,   a  prodigious  mob,  under  the 
command  of  William  Gryndicobbe  and  William 
Cadyndon  a  chandler,  cut  off  the  heads  of  feveral 
gentlemen;  and,  by  threatening  to  do  the  fame 
to  the  abbot  and  all  his  monks,they  extorted  from 
them  charters  of  freedom  and  maniimifiion3'1.   At 
St.  Edmundfbury,  a  like  mob,  under  one  Robert 
Weftbroom,  did  incredible  mifchief,  and  behead- 
ed Sir  John  Cavendifli  chief  juflice  of  England, 
and  feveral  other  gentlemen33.    In  Norfolk,  an 
immenfe  multitude  of  ruftics  had  got  together, 
under  the  command  of  John  Littifter,  a  dyer  in 
Norwich,  who  affumed  the  title  of  King  of  the 
Commons.     They  carried  fome  lords  and  gentle- 
men through  the  country  with  them,  to  coun- 
tenance their  proceedings,  which  were  as  cruel 
and  deftructive  as  thofe  of  the  other  rioters34. 
But  all  thefe  infurre&ions  were  happily  of  very 
fhort   continuance.      The   Norfolk    infurgents 
were  defeated  and  difperfed  by  Henry  Spencer, 

31  Froiflart,  1.2.  0.77.  32  Walfing.  p. 254*  255,  256,  257. 

"  Id.  p.  261.  34  Id.  p. 263. 
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A.D.i38i.  the  martial  Bilhop  of  Norwich35.  Thofe  of 
*—^ — -*  St.  Alban's,  St.  Edmundlbury,  and  other  places, 
having  heard  of  the  death  of  Wat  Tyler,  and  the 
diiperiion  of  his  followers  at  London,  feparated, 
and  retired  to  their  own  homes  ;  fo  that  in  a 
very  few  days  this  dreadful  ftorm  was  fucceeded 
by  a  profound  calm. 3S 

The  King        As  foon  as  the  infurgents  were  every  where  dif- 
^"Tnd   fiPated>    tne  King  fummoned  all  the    military 
revokes  the  tenants  of  the  crown  to  appear  immediately  at 
charters.     London,  with  horfes  and  arms.     This  fummons 
was  fo  well  obeyed,  that  in  a  few  days  a  gallant 
army  of  40,000  horfemen  appeared  at  the  rendez- 
vous on  Blackheath.    As  foon  as  the  King  found 
himfelf  fupported  by  fo  great  a  power,  he  iflued  a 
proclamation,  June  30.,  commanding  all  tenants 
invillainageto  perform  their  ufual  fervices  to  their 
lord  ",    In  a  few  days  he  proceeded  a  flep  fur- 
ther j  and  at  Chelmsford,  July  2.,  publimed  let- 
ters-patent, revoking  all  the  charters  of  freedom 
which  had  been  lately  granted  to  the  common 
people  of  Efiex,  and  fome  other  places. 3S 
infurgent*        The  kingdom  being  now  reftored  to  a  ftate  of 
tried  and    perfect  tranquillity,  commiffions  were  granted  to 
certain  judges  to  go  into  the  different  counties, 
for  the  trial  of  the  mod  criminal  of  the  rioters. 
Thefe  commiffions  were  executed  with  fo  much 
feverity,  efpecially  by  Sir  Robert  Trefilian,  chief 
juflice  of  the  King's  bench,  that  about  fifteen 

35  Walfmg.  p.  264.  *  Froiflart,  1.2.  0.77. 

3"  Rymer,  1.7.  p.3l5»  316.  3<!  Id.  ibid.  p. 217,  218. 

hundred 
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hundred  unhappy  wretches  were  condemned  and  A.D.i38i. 
executed  as  traitors. 39  *- — ' — J 

The  Duke  of  Lancafler  had  refided  in  Scotland  Truce  with 
during  the  late  commotions,  and  concluded  a  Scotland- 
truce  with  that  kingdom  from  July  18.  1381.  to 
February  2.  1384. 4' 

In  his  return  from  Scotland,  the  governor  of  Quarrel 
Berwick,  by  dire6lions  from  the  Earl  of  Northum-  Jj^JJJ 
berland,  refufed  him  admittance  into  that  town;  Of  Lan- 
which  created  a  mod  violent  quarrel  between  cafter  and 

.  the  Earl  of 

the  Duke  and  that  brave  and  potent  .ban.     A  Northum- 
parliament  being  fummoned  to  meet  at  Weftmin-  berland. 
fter  on  Monday  November  4.,  both  thefe  great 
peers  came  to  it,  attended  by  their  numerous  fol- 
lowers in  arms,  which  for  fome  days  interrupted 
all  public  bufinefs.     But  the   King  and  lords 
having  at  length  reconciled  thefe  powerful  ad- 
verfaries,  the  parliament  proceeded  in  its  delibe- 
rations on  Saturday  November  9. 4' 

This  parliament  declared,  that  the  late  charters  pariia- 
of  liberty  and  manumiffion,  granted  to  many  vil-  ment- 
Jains  and  bond  tenants  by  the  King,  were  null  and 
void.    But  though  they  reduced  fo  great  a  multi- 
tude of  their  fellow-fubjeets  to  a  Hate  of  fervitude, 
they  were  not  willing  to  impofe  any  further  bur- 
den upon  them  at  this  time,  and  refufed  to  grant 
any  fupply.    But  the  King,  with  equal  obftinacy, 
refuting  to  grant  a  general  pardon,  which  was 
thought  neceffary  for  quieting  the  minds  of  the 


39  Froiflart,  1.2.0.79.  »3  Rymer,  vol.;.  p.  312. 

41  Froiflart,  t.a.  c.8o. 
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A.D.i38i.  people  after  the  late  commotions,  the  parliament 
1 — *— — '  yielded  and  granted  a  fubfidy  on  wool,  wool-fells, 
and  leather 4I.  After  this  the  general  pardon  was 
publifhed,  and  the  parliament  was  prorogued  on 
December  13.,  to  January  24.,  to  make  way  for 
a  folemnity  of  another  nature. 

AD.I382.      The  King  being  nowin  the  iixteenth  year  of  his 

The          age,  a  treaty  of  marriage  was  concluded  between 

him  and  the  Princefs  Anne,  daughter  of  the  late 

marriage. 

Emperor  Charles  IV.  and  filler  to  the  prefent 
Emperor  Winceflaus  King  of  Bohemia;  and  the 
Princefs  arriving  in  England,  the  marriage  was 
folemnized  in  the  beginning  of  this  year.43 
Parlia-  When  the  parliament  reaffembled  January  24., 

ment.  the  Duke  of  Lancafter,  titular  King  of  Caftile 
and  Leon,  made  a  propofal  to  carry  an  army  into 
Spain,  to  the  affiflance  of  the  King  of  Portugal, 
and  to  obtain  poffeffion  of  thofe  two  kingdoms, 
if  he  might  be  allowed  6o,oool.  for  the  pay  of  that 
army.  This  propofal  occaiioned  warm  debates, 
and  the  Duke  was  not  able  to  carry  his  point  at 
this  time.  The  commons  however  were  prevailed 
upon  to  continue  the  high  duties  on  wool,  wool- 
fells,  and  leather,  for  four  years  after  Midfummer 
next. 44 

Unpopular       The  brave  and  prudent  part  which  the  young 

condua  of  King  had  afted  during  the  late  dangerous  infur- 

King.     '  re6bions,  had  filled  the  minds  of  his  fubje6ls  with 

themoflfanguine  expectations  of  a  glorious  reign. 

-*1  Parliament.  Hift.  vol.i.  p.  363—368.  41  Walfing.  p. 281. 

44  Parliament.  Hift.  vol.i.  p. 368 — 370. 
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But  thefe  expectations  were  not  anfwered  ;   and 
this  prince  did  not  long  perfift  in  this  honourable  ' 
courfe.    His  education  had  been  (hamefully  neg- 
lected by  his  ambitious  uncles,  who  were  too 
keenly  engaged  in  purfuing  their  own  defigns  to 
be  at  any  pains  in  forming  the  mind  and  manners 
of  their  royal  pupil.     They  left  him  in  the  hands 
of  young  perfons  of  dhTolute  characters,  who  cor- 
rupted his  mind  with  flattery,  and  infpired  him 
with  the  love  of  pomp  and  pleafure ;  fo  that  he 
foon  became  vain,  voluptuous,  and  extravagant, 
to  a  very  great  degree.     One  of  the  firft  unpo- 
pular acts  of  Richard's  government,  which  gave 
his  fubjects  an  unfavourable  impreflion  of  his  cha- 
racter, was  his  taking  the  great  feal  from  Henry 
le  Scroop,  to  whom  it  had  been  committed  with 
the  approbation  of  parliament,  becaufe  he  refufed 
to  feal  certain  extravagant  grants  of  land  made  to 
fome  retainers  about  court,  who  had  by  no  means> 
merited  fuch  rewards.  The  young  King,incenfed 
at  this  oppofition  to  his  will,  took  the  feal  into  his 
own  hands,  put  it  to  thefe  grants,  and  then  deli- 
vered it  to  Robert  Braybroke  Bilhop  of  London. 4S 

A  parliament  met  at  Weftminfler,   Monday 
October  6.,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  in  delibera-  ment* 
tion,  granted  the  King  a  fifteenth  and  a  tenth  for 
defraying  the  expences  of  the  war  with  France, 
and  the  other  enemies  of  the  kingdom.46 

The  Bifliop  of  Hereford  then  laid  before  the  Schemes 
parliament,  for  their  advice,  two  fchemes  for  pro-  for  Profe" 

cuting  the 

war. 
45  Walling,  p. 290.     Rymer,  vol.7.  p.36a. 

^  Parliament,  Hift,  vol. I.  p»37i. 
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A.D.i38a.  fecuting  the  war.     The  firft  was,  by  fending  the 

' — » '  Duke  of  Lancailer  into  Spain  with  an  army  of 

2000  men  at  arms,  and  archers,  for  whofe  pay  he 
now  demanded  only  43,000!.  The  other  fcheme 
was,  to  affift  the  people  of  Flanders,  who  were 
then  at  war  with  their  own  fovereign,  who  was 
fupported  by  France.  The  houfe  of  lords,  after 
a  folemn  debate,  declared  it  to  be  their  opinion, 
that  the  army  propofed  by  the  Duke  was  too  fmall 
to  perform  any  effectual  fervice ;  and  the  houfe 
of  commons  difcovered  a  flill  greater  diflike  to 
,  the  Duke's  propofal.  The  whole  parliament 
feemed  rather  to  favour  the  fecond  fcheme,  of 
an  union  with  the  Flemings.47 
Propofkl  This  was  partly  owing  to  a  propofal  which  was 

Bfflwf  of  at  *kis  **me  ma(^e  by  tne  Bifhop  of  Norwich,  who 
Norwich,  had  diilinguilhed  himfelffo  much  by  fuppreffing 
the  late  infurre6lions  in  his  diocefe.  This  martial 
prelate  offered  to  raife  an  army  of  3000  men  at 
arms,  and  3000  archers,  to  transport  them  to 
Calais,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Flemings, to 
ferve  one  year  againfl  France,  on  condition  of  re- 
ceiving the  fubiidies  granted  in  the  laft  parlia- 
ment, botb  by  the  clergy  and  laity 43.  But  while 
the  Englifh  were  deliberating,  the  French  were 
acting  ;  and  having  obtained  a  victory  over  the 
Flemings  at  Comines,  and  another  at  Rofe- 
becque,  they  reduced  all  Flanders  except  Gand, 
which  was  befieged. 49 


47  Parliament.  Hift.  vol. i,  p.37i>  372.  4<i  Walfing.  p. 291. 

<9  Froiffart,  t.a.  ch.iaj,  i»6. 
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This  rapid  progrefs  of  the  French  arms,  with 
their  threatening  to  beliege  Calais,  raifed  a  great 
alarm  in  England,  and  occafioned  the  meeting  of  maernta" 
a  parliament  on  Monday  February  23.  The 
Bifhop  of  London,  lord  chancellor,  told  the  par- 
liament, that  the  defign  of  calling  them  was  to 
have  their  advice,  whether  the  King  fhould  go  in- 
to Flanders  in  perfon,  with  a  royal  army,  to  the 
relief  of  Gand,  or  what  other  method  fhould  be 
taken  to  profecute  the  war  s°.  The  parliament, 
after  deliberating  fome  days,  gave  it  as  their  ad- 
vice, that  fince  the  truce  with  Scotland  was  near 
expiring,  and  the  Scots  feemed  to  be  difpofed  to 
renew  hoftilities,  it  was  not  proper  that  either  the 
King,  or  any  of  his  uncles,  iliould  leave  the  king- 
dom j  but  they  advifed  him  rather  to  accept  of  the 
propofal  of  the  Bifhop  of  Norwich,  for  relieving 
Gand,  and  carrying  on  the  war  with  France. Sl 

In  confequence  of  this  parliamentary  advice,  an  Expedition 
agreement  was  made  with  the  Bifhop,  who  failed  °^ the 
with  the  befl  part  of  his  troops  to  Calais  in  May5*.  Norwich. 
This  ecclefiaflical  general  was  not  acting  on  this 
occaiion  fo  much  out  of  character  as  may  appear 
at  firft  fight.     He  found  means  to  bring  religion 
into  the  quarrel ;  and  was  not  only  general  for  the 
King  of  England  againft  the  King  of  France,  but 
leader  of  a  croifade  for  Pope  Urban  VI.  who  re- 
fided  at  Rome,  and  was  acknowledged  by  the 
Englifh,  againft  Pope  Clement  VII.  who  refided 

s'  Parliament.  Hift.  vol.i.  p-373«  SI  Id.  ibid.  p«374« 

"  Rymer,  vol. 7.  p.385.  406.     Walfing.  p.agS. 
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AJD.I383-  at  Avignon,  and  was  received  by  the  French,  Caf- 
' — '—• '  tilians,  and  Scots53.  This  lad  character  was  of 
great  advantage  to  the  Bifhop,  and  enabled  him 
both  to  raife  and  pay  his  army.  The  military  men 
flew  to  his  llandard  to  gain  the  pardon  of  their 
fins,  which  was  promifed  to  all  who  engaged  in 
this  pious  enterprife;  and  the  good  ladies  of  Eng- 
land, thinking  that  the  old  gentleman  at  Rome 
had  a  much  better  right  to  keep  the  keys  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  than  his  antagonift  at  Avig- 
non, contributed  very  liberally  both  in  money 
and  jewels  to  the  expences  of  the  expedition. S4 
Progrefi  The  Bilhop  having  fpent  fome  days  at  Calais  in 
of  the  refrefhing  his  men,  took  the  field,  and  was  very 
Norwich,  fucceisful  in  his  firfl  military  operations.  He  took 
Gravelines  by  aflault;  and  having  defeated  an 
army  of  30,000  French  and  Flemings  near  Dun- 
kirk, he  made  himfelf  mailer  of  that  place.  He 
then  gained  the  towns  of  Burburgh,'Caffel,  Dix- 
mude, Fumes, Newport,  and  Popering,  wkh  fome 
others,  and  befieged  Ypres.  But  this  place  put  a 
flop  to  his  career :  being  ftrongly  fortified,  and 
bravely  defended,  it  refitted  all  his  afiaults ;  and 
his  army,  hearing  of  the  approach  of  the  King  of 
France,  decamped  with  great  precipitation,  with- 
out his  confent.  One  part  of  the  Englifh  army 
marched  to  Burburgh,  under  Sir  Thomas  Trivet 
and  others,  and  the  other  part  of  it  retired, 
with  the  Bifhop,  to  Gravelines.  The  French 
army  invefled  Burburgh,  and  obliged  the  Englifti 

"  Walfmg.  p.aoi.       54  Knyghton,  p.a67i.     Walling,  p. 297. 
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to  fin-render  the  place,  on  condition  of  being 
allowed  to  march,  with  their  arms,  horfes,  and 
baggage,  to  Calais55.  The  French  then  fat  down 
before  Gravelines,  where,  apprehending  a  flout 
refiftance,  they  offered  the  Biftiop  15,000  marks, 
with  liberty  to  demolifh  the  town,  and  to  re- 
tire with  his  army  where  he  pleafed.  The 
Bifhop,  after  waiting  fome  time  for  fuccours  from 
England,  accepted  thefe  terms,  and  having  de- 
molifhed  Gravelines,  returned  home  with  the 
mattered  remains  of  his  array s6.  Thus  ended 
this  famous  expedition  of  this  martial  Bilhop,  in 
which  he  did  not  betray  any  want  of  military 
fkill  or  courage. 

Soon  after  the  Bifhop's  return,  a  parliament 
met,  October  26.,  to  deliberate  concerning  a  ment* 
peace  with  Scotland,  and  the  means  of  profecut- 
ing  the  war  with  France  and  Caflile57.  The 
Scots  had  engaged  to  fend  commiffioners  to  this 
parliament  to  negotiate  a  peace ;  but,  at  the  in- 
fligation  of  France,  they  neglected  to  do  this  till 
it  was  too  late s3.  The  parliament  granted  the 
King  two  half-fifteenths  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  war. S9 

The  Bifhop  of  Norwich  was  arraigned  before  Bifhop 
this  aflembly,  by  the  King's  miniflers,  for  the 
mifcarriage  of  his  expedition ;  and  though  he  de- 
fended himfelf  with  great  fpirit,  yet  finding  the 


55  FroiiTart,  1.  a.  0.143.  145.  Walfing.  p.zqS — 303. 

56  Walfing.  p.3Q5-  57  Parliament.  Hift.  vol.i.  p.3?8, 
58  Walfing.  p. 307.  59  Parliament.  Hift.  vol,r.  p.  3 79. 
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A.D.i3$j.  torrent  too  ftrong  to  be  refitted,  he  caft  himfelf 
*-—  "*  —  J  on  the  King's  mercy,  and  was  for  fome  time  de- 

prived of  his  temporalities.  6o 

A.D.I384.  About  this  time  overtures  for  a  peace  between 
Truce  England  and  France  were  made  by  the  Duke  of 
France  Britanny  ;  and  the  Duke  of  Lancafter  going  over 
and  Scot-  to  Calais,  entered  into  a  negotiation  on  that  fub- 
je6l  with  the  Dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy, 
uncles  to  the  King  of  France.  But  the  French 
infifting  on  the  reftitution  of  Calais,  Cherburg, 
and  Bred,  thefe  negotiations  produced  only  a 
truce  from  January  26.  to  Michaelmas,  in  which 
the  Scots  were  to  be  included,  if  they  pleafed6'. 
The  Scots  meditating  an  incurfion  into  England, 
did  not  immediately  accept  of  the  truce  ;  and  the 
Duke  of  Lancafter,  after  his  return  from  Calais, 
made  an  expedition  into  Scotland,  where  he 
plundered  and  burnt  fome  places  ;  which  the 
Scots  foon  after  retaliated,  and  then  acceded  to 
the  truce.  6a 

Confufions  The  city  of  London  was  about  this  time  a  fcene 
'*  of  great  confufion,  and  of  frequent  tumults,  occa- 
fioned  chiefly  by  John  Northampton  the  late 
mayor,  a  creature  of  the  Duke  of  Lancafter's. 
But  one  John  Conftantin  being  condemned  and 
executed,  and  Northampton  imprifoned,  the 
tranquillity  of  the  city  was  reflored.  63 


Duke  of         An  affair  of  a  very  dark  and  myfterious  nature 
accufed.     was  trarifa6ted  at  a  parliament  which  met  at  Salif- 

*"*  Cotton's  Abridgment,  p.  19  a. 

*'  Ryraer,  1.7.  p.  419  —  413.     Froiflart,  l.a.  c.147. 

*'  Id.  ibid.  c.  148,  149,  150.  '*  Walling.  p.ioB. 
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bury,  April  25.  An  Irilh  Carmelite  friar  accufed 
the  Duke  of  Lancafter,  before  the  King  and  coun- 
cil,  of  having  formed  a  plot  to  murder  the  King 
and  ufurp  the  crown.  The  Duke,  juft  then  re- 
turned  from  his  expedition  into  Scotland,  denied 
the  charge  with  great  vehemence,  and  infilled 
that  his  accufer  mould  be  confined  until  he  had 
made  good  his  accufation.  The  friar  was  accord- 
ingly committed  to  the  cuftody  of  Sir  John  Hol- 
land ;  but  he  was  found  dead  in  his  chamber,  on 
the  night  before  the  day  appointed  for  his  appear- 
ance in  council.  The  enemies  of  the  Duke  gave 
out,  that  the  poor  friar  had  been  murdered  j  and 
the  Duke's  friends  aflerted,  that  he  had  killed 
himfelf 64.  At  this  diftance  of  time  it  is  impofli- 
ble  to  difcover  which  of  thefe  afiertions  was  moft 
agreeable  to  truth.  This  parliament  at  Salifbury 
granted  the  King  one  half-fifteenth. 6s 

Though  the  Duke  of  Lancafter  was  very  unpo-  Truce 
pular,  and  generally  fufpected  of  the  moft  ambi- 
tious  and  criminal  defigns,  his  power,  wealth, 
and  influence,  were  fo  great,  that  he  ftill  had  the 
chief  direction  of  public  affairs.  He  went  into 
France  in  Auguft,  with  a  grand  retinue,  to  renew 
the  negotiations  for  a  peace ;  but  after  fpending 
50,000  marks  he  obtained  only  a  truce  till 
May  i.,  A.D.  1385. c6 

The  King's  minifters  took  the  opportunity  of  Late 
the  Duke's  abfence  to  bring  his  great  partifan 
John  Northampton  to  his  trial :  and  he  was  fen-  tried, 

6*  Walfing.p.309.  6s  Id.  p. 310. 

!a  Rymer,  vpl.7.  p.438 — 447-     Walfing.  p.3io. 
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A.D.i3«4.  tenced  to  perpetual  imprifontnent   a   hundred 

• '  miles  from  London,  arid  his  eftate  confifcated. 67 

intention  Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs,  the  miniftry 
f°rmed  tne  bold  defign  of  bringing  the  Duke 
himfelf  to  a  trial  for  treafon,  before  Sir  Robert 
cafter  to  Trefilian,  chief  juftice  of  the  King's  bench  :  a 
defign  equally  imprudent  and  illegal.  The  Duke, 
informed  of  their  intention,  retired  to  his  caftle 
of  Pontefra6l,  and  everything  feemed  to  threaten 
a  civil  war ;  when  the  Princefs  of  Wales  inter- 
pofed,  and  with  much  difficulty  patched  up  a 
kind  of  reconciliation  between  the  Duke  and  the 
King  her  fon. 6S 

Pariia-  A  parliament  met  at  Weftminfler,  Novem- 

ber 12.,  and  granted  the  King  t\yo  fifteenths  to 
enable  him  to  profecute  the  war  with  France^ 
Caftile,  and  Scotland,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
truce. 6' 

AJ).i385.      The  French,  refolving  to  remove  the  feat  of 

Richard's    the  war  out  of  their  own  country,  fent  John  de 

fntTscot"  Vienne,  admiral  of  France,  with  a  fleet,  a  body 

land.         of  troops,  and  a  large  fum  of  money,  to  engage 

the  Scots  to  invade  the  north  of  England;  while  a 

prodigiousfleetand  army  were  preparing  in  France 

for  an  invafion  of  it  in  the  fouth  7°.     The  Scots, 

ever  ready  to  liften  to  fuch  propofals,  made  an  in- 

curfion  into  Northumberland,  burning  and  plun- 

deringthe  country.  The  King,  refolving  to  march 

in  perfon  agairift  the  Scots,  fummoned  all  the 

67  Walfing.  p.  3 10.  f'8  Id.  p.  3 14. 

r»  Parliament.  Hift.  vol.i.  p.  3  8  3. 

30  Walling,  p-  3 1 6 .     Froiflart,  1. 2.  c.  I j  6. 
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military  tenants  of  the  crown,  and,  in  Auguft, 
entered  Scotland  at  the  head  of  thirty  thoufand 
horfe,  befides  foot.  The  Scots,  unable  to  meet 
this  army  in  the  field,,  retired  northward  carrying 
\vith  them  their  cattle,  and  moft  valuable  effects; 
andtheEnglifli  meeting  with  no  oppofition,  burnt 
Edinburgh  and  fome  other  towns,  and  defolated 
the  open  country.  But  while  they  were  thus  em- 
ployed, an  army  of  Scots  had  entered  the  weft 
marches,  and  were  acting  the  fame  deftructive 
part;  which  obliged  theEnglifhto  evacuate  Scot- 
land, and  return,  about  the  middle  of  September, 
to  the  defence  of  their  own  country 7I.  If  the 
other  part  of  the  fcheme  had  been  as  well  execut- 
ed, England  would  have  been  expofed  to  much 
danger;  but  fo  much  time  was  fpent  in  collecting 
mips  for  tranfporting  the  troops  to  the  Englim 
coaft,  that  it  was  not  till  September  that  a  fleet 
of  1 200  fail  rendezvoufed  in  the  harbour  of  Sluys. 
Here  they  were  detained  near  two  months  by 
contrary  winds  ;  fo  that  it  was  at  length  refolved 
to  delay  the  expedition  till  next  fpring. 7Z 

When  the  King  entered  Scotland  with  his  Richard 
army,  he  conferred  new  honours,  and  extrava-  honour-son 
gant  grants,  on'his  two  great  favourites,  Michael  his  favour- 
de  la  Pole,  the  chancellor,  and  Robert  de  Vere  Jf8  am! 

his  uncles. 

Earl  of  Oxford  ;  and  his  two  uncles,  the  Earls 
of  Cambridge  and  Buckingham,  were  not  afliam- 
ed  at  this  time  to  fhare  with  thefe  favourites  in 
the  fpoils  of  the  crown.  The  Earl  of  Cambridge, 

71  Knyghton,  col. 3743.     Froiflart,  1.3.  0.171, 173,  173. 
71  Froiflart,  1.3.  c.3j. 
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A.D.i3$5.  lately  returned  from  Portugal,  was  made  Duke 
u-"^ — '  of  York,  and  the  Earl  of  Buckingham  Duke  of 
Gloucefter,  with  a  grant  of  loool.  a-year  to 
each  of  them  ".  Michael  de  la  Pole  was  made 
Earl  of  Suffolk,  with  a  grant  of  1000  marks  a- 
year ;  and  the  Earl  of  Oxford  was  made  Mar- 
quis of  Dublin,  and  not  long  after  Duke  of  Ire- 
land, with  a  grant  of  the  whole  kingdom  of 
Ireland.  All  thefe  new  honours  and  grants 
were  confirmed  by  a  parliament,  which  met  Oc- 
tober 20.,  and  gave  the  King  a  tenth  and  fif- 
teenth, and  half  a  tenth  and  fifteenth  for  profe- 
cuting  the  war. 74 

A.D.I386.  So  good  an  underftanding  fubfifted  at  this  time 
Duke  of  ^  between  the  King's  favourites  and  his  uncles,  that 
expedition*  tne  Du^e  of  Lancafler  was  at  length  indulged 
into  Spain,  in  his  darling  defign  of  conducting  an  Englifh 
army  into  Spain,  to  aflert  his  claim  to  the 
crowns  of  Caftile  and  Leon ;  and  one  half  of 
the  fupplies  granted  by  the  laft  parliament  was 
given  him  for  that  purpofe.  The  conjuncture 
was  thought  favourable  for  profecuting  this  de- 
fign. John,  the  prefent  King  of  Caftile,  having 
married  Beatrix,  the  only  legitimate  child  of 
Ferdinand  late  King  of  Portugal,  claimed  that 
crown,  and,  in  order  to  obtain  it,  befieged  Lif- 
bon.  But  the  Portuguefe,  hating  the  Caflilians, 
placed  John,  a  natural  brother  of  Ferdinand,  on 
the  throne  ;  and  under  his  conduct,  raifed  the 
fiege  of  Lifbon,  and  gained  a  great  victory  over 

73  Rymer,  vol.7.  p-48i — 484* 

74  Parliament,  Hift.  vol.i.  p.  387.     Walfing.  ^.320,  321. 

10  the 


Chap. i.  SeA.$.    CIVIL  AND  MILITARY.  327 

the  Caftilians  at  Aljubarata 7S.  The  new  King  of  A.D.i386. 
Portugal,  Hill  dreading  the  fuperior  power  of  his  '  *~~* 
rival  the  King  of  Caftile,  entered  into  a  ftricl; 
alliance  with  the  Duke  of  Lancafter,  engaging 
to  affift  him  with  his  whole  power  in  obtaining 
pofleffion  of  the  kingdoms  of  Caftile  and  Leon. 
The  Duke,  encouraged  by  fo  powerful  an  ally, 
raifed  an  army  of  20,000  men  ;  and  taking  with 
him  his  wife  Conftantia,  heirefs  of  Caftile,  and 
his  daughters,  Philippa,  Elitabeth,  and  Catha- 
rine, failed  from  Portfmouth  in  May  ;  and  hav- 
ing, in  his  paffage,  raifed  the  fiege  of  Breft, 
which  was  befieged  by  the  Duke  of  Britanny,  he 
arrived  at  Corunna,  Auguft  9. 76  Here  we  mall 
leave  him  to  profecute  his  claim,  and  return  to 
the  affairs  of  England. 

The  French,  thinking  this  a  proper  feafon  for  French 
invading  England,  when  deprived  of  fo  great  a  1"vaflon 

'  threatened. 

number  ot  her  bravelt  ions,  made  prodigious 
preparations  for  that  purpofe.  The  army  de- 
figned  for  this  expedition,  when  reviewed  at 
Arras,  amounted  to  63,000  men,  and  a  fleet  of 
1 200  mips  was  provided  at  Sluys  for  tranfport- 
ing  this  army ".  Thele  mighty  preparations 
occafioned  a  great  alarm  in  England,  efpecially 
at  London  ;  but  after  the  fir  ft  confirmation  was 
over,  and  the  military  forces  of  the  kingdom 
were  properly  ftationed  along  the  coafts,  they 
waited  with  great  tranquillity  the  arrival  of  the 

v>  Froiflart,  1.3. 1.15.  ?6  Id.  ibid.  0.39.  31,  32. 

Waiting,  p. 3*1.     Knyghton,  001.1677. 
77  Waiting,  p.jaj.     Froiflart,  1.3.  0.35. 
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A.D.i386.  enemy.  They  never  did  arrive  :  for  the  feafon 
<-""~v"~— '  was  fo  far  advanced  before  the  Duke  of  Berry 
joined  them  with  his  followers,  that  it  was  re- 
folved  in  a  great  council  of  war  to  delay  the  ex- 
pedition till  the  next  year 7S.  Thus  ended  all 
thofe  prodigious  preparations  of  the  French  for 
invading  England,  which  for  feveral  months  had 
engaged  the  attention  of  all  Europe,  and  by  the 
expences  of  which  many  of  the  French  nobility 
were  almbft  ruined. 

Pariia-  While  the  kingdom  was  in  daily  expectation  of 

this  French  invafion,  a  parliament  was  fummon- 
ed  to  meet  October  i.,  to  provide  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  great  number  of  troops  employed  in 
guarding  the  coafts. 79 

It  might  have  been  imagined  that  the  im- 
pending  danger  of  fo  formidable  an  invafion 
and  par-  would  have  rendered  this  great  aflembly  hearty 
foment.  ^^  unanimous  in  fupporting  government.  But 
this  was  far  from  being  the  cafe.  The  houfe 
of  commons,  inftead  of  granting  fupplies,  made 
bitter  complaints  againft  Michael  de  la  Pole, 
Earl  of  Suffolk,  lord  chancellor,  and  infifted 
on  his  being  immediately  removed  from  his 
high  office^  and  from  the  King's  council.  The 
King,  to  avoid  granting  this,  retired  to  Eltham 
with  his  whole  court  ;  and  the  parliament 
fent  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  (the  chief 
mover  of  this  profecution  againft  the  minifters) 
and  James  Arundel  Bilhop  of  Ely,  to  invite  the 

78  Froifiart,1.3.  0.41,  4*,  43>  44- 
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King  to  return  to  hispariiament;  and  to  threaten,  A.D.I386 
that  if  he  did  not  comply,  they  would  immedi-  v-~~v — 
ately  diflblve,  and  leave  the  nation  in  its  prefent 
diftra6led  ftate.     The  King,  not  complying  at 
firft,  the  parliamentary  commiffioners  made  a  fe- 
cond  fpeech  in  a  much  higher  flrain,  putting  him 
in  mind  of  the   depofition  of  Edward  II.  and 
plainly  intimating  that  this  would  be  his  fate,  if 
he  did  not  return  to  his  parliament. 8o 

The  King,  intimidated  by  this  threat,  prpmifed  Eari  °f 
to  come  in  three  days,  and  give  his  parliament  condemn- 
full  fatisfaction.  He  came  accordingly,  and  in  ed. 
full  parliament  the  Bifhop  of  Ely  was  made  chan- 
cellor in  the  room  of  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  who  had 
religned,  the  Bifhop  of  Hereford  was  made  trea- 
furer  inftead  of  the  Bifhop  of  Durham,  and  John 
de  Waltham  was  made  keeper  of  the  privy  feal. 
The  refignation  of  the  Earl  of  Suffolk  did  not 
appeafe  the  houfe  of  commons,  who  brought  an 
impeachment  againfl  him  before  the  lords,  for 
high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors.  Such  asperufe 
the  articles  of  this  impeachment  with  candour, 
will  probably  be  of  opinion,  that  there  was  much 
of  party-rage  in  this  profecution  ;  and  that  the 
Earl's  greateft  crime  was,  the  too  great  mare  he 
had  in  the  favour  and  confidence  of  his  royal 
mafter 8T.  He  was  found  guilty,  deprived  of  all 
he  had  received  from  the  crown,  except  the  title 
of  Earl  of  Suffolk,  and  20!.  a  year  out  of  the  pro- 

80  Knyghton,  col.a68o — 2683. 
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A.D.I386.  fits  of  that  county,  and  committed  to  the  cuftody 
' — • — '  of  his  mortal  enemy  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter. 
Council          The  parliament  did  not  think  fit  to  profecute 
appointed?  any  °*ner  °f  tne  King's  minifters  at  this  time ; 
but  they  obliged  himfelf  to  fign  a  commiffion  to 
certain  lords,  eleven  in  number,  with  the  chan- 
cellor, treafurer,  and  keeper  of  the  privy  feal, 
which  diverted  him  of  all  authority,  and  entirely 
changed  the  Englifh  conflitution  for  a  feafon 8z. 
After  all  thefe  tranfactions,  this  famous  parlia- 
ment granted  the  King  a  half  tenth  and  fifteenth, 
three  {hillings  on  every  ton  of  wine,  and  one 
milling  in  the  pound  on  all  merchandize,  for  the 
defence  of  the  nation. 

Proceed-         The  Duke  of  Lancafter,  after  landing  at  Co- 
Duke0  of  C  runna»  made  an  unfuccefsful  attack  on  the  caftle 
Lancafter    of  that  place ;  but  he  was  more  fortunate  in  his 
in  Spain.     attempts  On  St.  Jago  de  Campoftella,  Padrone, 
and  fome  other  towns  of  Gallicia,  which  fub- 
mitted.    After  the  campaign  was  over,  he  had  an  - 
interview  with  the  King  of  Portugal  at  Porto, 
where  a  marriage  was  folemnized  between  that 
King  and   the  Princefs  Philippa,   the  Duke's 
daughter  by  Blanche  of  Lancafter,  his  firft  wife. 
At  this  interview,  thefe  two  princes  fettled  the 
plan  of  their  operations  for  the  next  campaign, 
againft  their    common   enemy  John   King  of 
Caftile. 83 

A.D.X38?,      As  foon  as  the  King  had  figned  the  above  com- 
°sceefd"     miffion,  inverting  the  eleven  commifiioners,  toge- 

8-  Knyghton>  col.»686— 3693.     Parl.  Hift.  yol.i.  p.  401 — 4°4- 
83  Froiflart,  1.3.  0.37,  38,  39. 
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ther  with  the  new  chancellor,  treafurer,  and 
keeper  of  the  privy  feal,  with  an  almoft  unlimited 
authority,  he  found  that  he  poffefled  no  more  he  had 
than  the  empty  name  of  king.     His  perfon  was  fig"ed  * 
neglected,  his  court  deferted,  and  all  applications  flon  Of 
made  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  and  the  other  regency, 
commiffioners,  who  were  all,  except  the  Arch- 
bifliop  of  Yorkj  zealous  partifans  of  the  Duke. 
This  neglect  and  folitude  was  very  difagreeable 
to  a  young  prince,  fond  of  power,  but  ftill  more 
fond  of  pomp  ;  and  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt, 
that  he   entertained  a  very  lively  refentment 
againfl  his  two  uncles,  the  Dukes  of  York  and 
Gloucefter,  and  the  lords  of  their  party,  who  had 
reduced  him  to  this  ftate  of  infignificancy.     He 
was  ftill  attended  by  a  few  perfons,  who  were  the 
chief  objects  of  his  affection,  and  were  refolved 
to  fhare  his  fortunes.     The  chief  of  thefe  were 
Robert  de  Vere,  lately  created  Duke  of  Ireland, 
the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  who  had  efcaped  out  of  his 
prifon  at  Windfor,  Alexander  Nevel,  Archbifhop 
of  York,  Sir  Robert  Trefilian,  chief juftice  of  the 
king's  bench,  Sir  Nicholas  Brembre,  late  mayor 
of  London,  Sir  Simon  de  Burley,  conftable  of 
Dover  caftle,  and  fome  others  of  inferior  note. 
The  King  held  frequent  confultations  with  thefe 
confidents  about  the  means  of  emancipating  him- 
felf  from  his  prefent  ftate  of  fubjection,  and  reco- 
vering his  loft  authority.    In  thefe  confultations, 
'  it  is  not  improbable,  that  fome  very  ram  and  defpe- 
rate  propofals  were  made.   But  many  defigns  are 
faid  to  have  been  formed  by  the  King  and  his 

minifters, 
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.  138?.  minifters,  fo  foolifh  as  well  as  wicked,  that  it  feems 
probable  they  were  the  political  lies  of  the  day,  in- 
vented and  propagated  by  his  enemies,  to  inflame 
the  popular  hatred  againft  him  and  his  favourites. 
Sometimes  it  was  reported,  that  the  King  and  his 
minifters  defigned  to  feize  the  third  part  of  every 
man's  perfonal  eftate,  or  to  impofe  a  heavy  tax  on 
every  man's  head  of  6s.  8d.  At  other  times  it 
was  rumoured,  that  Richard  intended  to  poifon 
the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  at  a  city-feaft,  or  to 
murder  him  in  an  ambufcade.  One  day  it  was 
given  out,  that  the  King  was  bringing  over  an 
army  of  Bohemians  and  Germans,  and  the  next, 
an  army  of  French,  to  cut  the  throats  of  all  his  ene- 
mies "4.  Thefe  reports  were  circulated  with  great 
induftry  by  the  prevailing  party,  and  rendered 
the  unhappy  Richard,  and  his  few  adherents,  the 
objects  of  univerfal  deteftation. 

intended         While  this  was  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  England, 
invafion      fae  French  were  preparing  for  an  invafion.     But 

from  ,11-  •  -i-       /.  i 

Franca  when  all  things  were  in  readinels,  an  event  hap- 
prevented,  penedwhich  entirely blafted the  defign.  DeClifTon 
conftable  of  France,  who  was  to  command  in  this 
expedition,  had  lately  paid  a  great  Aim  of  money 
for  the  ranfom  of  John  de  Blois,  pretender  to  the 
duchy  of  Britanny,  who  had  been  many  years  a 
prifoner  in  England.  This  raifed  the jealoufy  of 
thje  reigning  Duke  of  Britanny,  who  feized  De 
Cliffon  when  he  was  ready  to  embark,  and  threw 
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him  into  prifon Ss.  In  the  mean  time  the  Earl  of 
Arundel,  admiral  of  England,  put  to  fea  with  a 
gallant  fleet ;  and  falling  in  with  a  large  fleet  of 
French,  Flemifh,  and  Spanifli  merchantmen, 
cfcorted  by  fome  fliips  of  war,  on  March  24.,  he 
obtained  a  complete  victory,  took  a  hundred  and 
fixty  fail,  loaded  chiefly  with  wine,  and  brought 
them  into  England. S6 

The  Duke  of  Lancafter,  with  his  fon-in-law  the  Proceed- 
King  of  Portugal,  took  the  field  about  the  begin-  ^gf0£he 
ning  of  May,  and  made  themfelves  mailers  of  Lancafter 
fome  places  in  the  kingdom,  of  Leon.     But  the  mSPam* 
King  of  Caftile  having  received  a  reinforcement 
of  French  troops,  appeared  at  the  head  of  an  army, 
and  put  a  flop  to  their  further  progrefs.   The  heat 
of  the  climate  was  more  deftruclive  to  the  Englifti 
army  than  their  enemies;  and  two  thirds  of  them 
are  faid  to  have  died  this  fummer  of  a  contagious 
diftemper.  The  Duke  himfelf  was  feized  with  the 
famediftemper,  andbrought  to  the  point  of  death. 
After  his  recovery,  defpairing  of  the  conqueft  of 
Caftile,  he  retired,  with  his  family,  and  the  ihat- 
tered  remains  of  his  army,  into  Guienne. s? 

King  Richard,  to  divert  his  chagrin,  and  per-  Confulta* 

<J.  *  Cs  *  X 

haps  with  fome  other  views,  fet  out  with  a  flender  J?n  fl 
retinue,  about  the  beginning  of  Augufl,  on  a  pro-  ham. 
grefs  into  the  north.     At  Nottingham,  on  the 
25th  of  that  month,  he  held  a  council  of  his  con- 

ss  Frolflart,  1.3.  0.75,76. 
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A.D.I38;.  fidents,  confiding  of  the  Archbiftiops  of  York  and 
"""* '  Dublin,  the  Bifhops  of  Durham,  Chichefter,  and 
Bangor,  the  Duke  of  Ireland,  the  Earl  of  Suffolk, 
and  a  fewothers.  Atthiscouncilcertain  queftions 
were  propofed  to  the  judges,  who  attended  for 
that  purpofe,  concerning  the  illegality  of  the 
late  famous  commiffion.  To  thefe  queftions  the 
judges  returned  anfwers  in  writing,  under  their 
feals,  declaring  the  commiflion  illegal ;  and  that 
all  who  advifed,  promoted,  and  acted  under  it, 
were  guilty  of  treafon,  and  ought  to  be  puniftied 
as  traitors. s8 

The  King       This  tranfac~lion  did  not  long  remain  a  fecret; 

for  the  very  next  day  Ro£er  Fulthorp,  one  of  the 
juftices  of  the  common  pleas,  communicated  it  to 
the  Earl  of  Kent,  and  it  foon  reached  the  ears  of 
the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  and  the  lordsof  hisparty, 
whom  it  fo  nearly  concerned.  Alarmed  at  this 
intelligence,  the  Duke  and  his  partifans  deter, 
mined  to  prevent  their  own  deftru6lion,by  the  ruin 
of  their  enemies  about  the  King.  With  this  view 
they  fent  private  orders  to  their  friends  and  fol- 
lowers toholdthemfelves  in  readinefs  to  take  arms 
at  a  moment's  warning;  and  difpatchedtheArch- 
bifliop  of  Canterbury  to  perfuade  the  King  to  re- 
turn to  London,  which,  being  entirely  at  their 
devotion,  was  the  mod  proper  placefor executing 
their defign.  TheArchbifhopfucceededinhisem- 
bafTy,  and,  without  much  difficulty,  perfuadedthe 
King  and  his  favourites  (who  do  not  feem  to  have 
had  the  lead  fufpicion  of  what  was  defignedagainft 

88  Knyghton,  col. 469 3.     Parl.  Hift.  vol.i.  p-4o7»  &c. 
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them)  to  return  to  London.    The  King,  accom-  A.D.i387. 
panied  by  his  devoted  miniflers,  entered  that  city  *—  "*  —  ' 
on  Monday  November  10.,  and  was  received  by 
the  mayor,  and  a  great  multitude  of  citizens,  on 
horfeback,  and  conducted  to  his  palace.  89 

But  the  very  next  day  the  King  received  in-  Duke  of 
telligence  that  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  the  Earls  ^f* 
of  Arundel  and  Warwick,  were  approaching,  at  partifans 
the  head  of  an  army  of  40,000  men90.  He  did  take  armst 
not  long  remain  ignorant  of  their  intentions;  for 
thefe  lords,  being  arrived  with  their  army  at 
Haringay  park,  fent  a  letter  to  the  lord  mayor 
of  London,  on  Wednefday  the  i3th,  defiring,  or 
rather  commanding,  him  to  make  proclamation 
in  the  city,  that  their  defign  in  taking  arms  was 
to  bring  the  traitors  about  the  King's  perfon, 
viz.  the  Archbifhop  of  York,  the  Duke  of  Ire- 
land, the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  Robert  Trefilian  falfe 
juftice,  and  Nicholas  Brembe  falfe  knight,  to 
juftice91.  The  next  day  the  three  lords  were 
joined  at  Waltham-crofs  by  the  Earl  of  Derby  and 
the  Earl  Marflial  ;  and  thefe  five  made  a  formal 
appeal,  or  accufation  of  high  treafon,  againft  the 
five  miniflers  above  mentioned,  before  the  pre- 
lates of  Canterbury  and  Ely,  who  notified  this 
appeal  that  fame  day  to  the  King  at  Weft- 
minfter.9* 

It  was  now  high  time  for  thofe  five  who  faw 


their  deftruclion  was  determined,  to  confult  their  cefter»  &c- 

introduced 

*9  Knyghton,  col  2696.  "  Id.  001.3699. 

91  Id.  ibid.     Brady  Hift.  vol.fc.  p.  368. 
"  Knygbton,  col.  2700. 
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A.D.I38?.  own  prefervation.  The  Duke  of  Ireland  made  his 
' — 7* — '  efcape  into  the  north,  and  the  reft  concealed 
Kiug  in  themfelves  in  different  places.  After  this  the  lords 
Weitmin-  appellants,  as  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  and  the 
four  earls  were  called,  agreed  to  appear  before 
the  King  in  Weflminiler-hall,  on  Sunday  the 
1 7th,  to  make  known  their  grievances  and  de- 
fires93.  On  that  day  the  lords  entered  the  city  with 
extreme  caution,  and  pretended  to  be  under  the 
greateft  apprehenfions  of  being  furprifed  and  de- 
ftroyed  by  their  enemies.  They  fpent  fo  much 
time  in  fearching  York-houfe,  the  Mews,  and 
other  places,  for  ambufties,  that  the  King  waited 
two  hours  in  Weflminfler-hall,  feated  on  his 
throne,  before  they  appeared.  When  they  ap- 
proached the  throne,  they  fell  upon  their  knees, 
and,  with  great  profeffions  of  loyalty,  declared, 
that  in  taking  up  arms  they  had  no  defign  againfl 
his  royal  perfon  or  authority,  but  only  to  bring 
the  five  traitors  whom  they  had  accufed  to 
punifhment.  The  King,  taking  each  of  them  by 
the  hand,  raifed  them  from  their  knees,  and 
aflured  them,  that  the  perfons  appealed  fhould  be 
brought  before  the  next  parliament,  which  was 
to  meet  on  February  3.,  to  undergo  their  trial.*4 
Duke  of  In  the  mean  time,  the  Duke  of  Ireland  was  en- 
ireland  deavouring  to  raife  an  army  for  his  own  defence 
and  the  deliverance  of  his  royal  maftcr ;  and,  by 
the  afiiftance  of  fome  gentlemen  in  Chefhire,  he 
got  together  a  body  of  5000  men,  with  which  he 

**  Knyghton,  col. 2701.     Walfmg.  p.^jo 
94  Id.  p-331.     Rymer.  vol.  7.  p.  567. 
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begun  his  march  towards  London,  in  hopes  that 
his  forces  would  increafe  as  he  advanced.  But 
theconfederatedlordsimmediatelyputthemfelves 
at  the  head  of  their  army,  reinforced  by  a  great 
body  of  Londoners,  and  marched  northwards. 
The  two  armies  met  December  20,,  at  Radcot- 
bridge  in  Oxfordshire,  where  a  battle  was  fought, 
in  which  the  troops  of  the  Duke  of  Ireland  were 
entirely  routed,  the  Duke  efcaping  with  great  dif- 
ficulty, by  pafTmg  the  river  Ifis  on  horfeback,  at 
the  hazard  of  his  life. 9S 

The  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  with  the  lords  of  his  TheKing'« 
party,  marched  back  to  London  with  their  vie-  ftten^ants 

»        J  impriloned 

torious  army,  and  arrived  at  Clerkenwell  De-  orbanifli- 
cember  26.,  where  they  were  met  by  the  lord  ed* 
mayor,  who  delivered  to  them  the  keys  of  the 
city.  That  fame  day  they  had  a  conference  with 
the  King  in  the  tower,  who  being  now  wholly 
in  their  power,  gave  orders  for  committing  to 
prifon,  or  baniming  from  court,  every  perfon 
whom  they  thought  fit  to  name.  About  fourteen 
lords,  knights,  and  gentlemen,  were  committed  on 
this occafion  to  different caftles,  to  take  their  trials 
at  the  approachingparliament;  two  bilhops, three 
lords,  and  three  ladies,  were  banifhedfrom  court; 
not  fo  much  as  one  perfon  being  left  about  the 
King  for  whom  he  had  the  leaft  affection,  or  in 
whom  he  could  place  the  fmalleft  confidence. 9* 

On  Monday  February  3.  that  famous  parlia-  AD.  1388. 
ment,  fo  much  dreaded  by  the  one  party,  and  Farlia- 

ment. 
'"'  Knyghton,  001.4703.  ^  Id.  001.2705,  4706. 
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A.D.I388.  defired  by  the  other,  met  at  Weftminfter.  The 
feflion  was  opened  by  a  fpeech  from  the  lord 
chancellor,  the  Bifhop  of  Ely,  declaring  the  de- 
fign  of  the  meeting  to  be,  "  To  confider  by 
*'  what  means  the  troubles  in  the  kingdom,  for 
46  want  of  good  government,  might  be  ended, 
"  the  King  better  advifed,  the  realm  better  go- 
*'  verned,  mifdemeanors  morefeverely  punifhed, 
"  good  men  better  encouraged,  the  fea  beft  kept, 
"  the  marches  of  Scotland  beft  defended,  and 
"  Guienne  preferved ;  and  how  the  charges  of  all 
"  thefe  things  might  be  moft  eafily  borne97." 
The  five  lords  appellants  then  exhibited  their  ac- 
cufation  of  high  treafon  againft  Alexander  Arch- 
bifhop  of  York,  Robert  de  Vere  Duke  of  Ireland, 
Michael  de  la  Pole  Earl  of  Suffolk,  Sir  Robert 
Trefilian,  and  Sir  Nicholas  Brembre,digefted  into 
thirty-nine  articles98.  Thefe  articles  are  very 
long,  containing  many  general  charges  againft  the 
accufed — of  engroffing  the  royal  favour — giving 
the  King  ill  advice — obtaining  grants  for  them- 
(elves  and  their  friends  from  the  crown,  and  the 
like.  The  famous  opinion  of  the  judges  at  Not- 
tingham wasnot  forgotten  j  every  thing  was  much 
exaggerated,  and  expreffed  with  the  greateft  acri- 
mony. The  accufed  being  called  feveral  days, 
and  not  appearing,  and  the  lords  having  taken 
fome  time  to  examine  the  articles,  they,  on 
Thurfday  i3th  of  February,  condemned  all  the 

97  Parliament.  Hift.  vol. I.  p.4ii. 

^  Brady  Hift.  vol.  a.   p.  3  7  a— 383.      Parliament.  Hift.  vol.  i. 
p.  414 — 4*7- 
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five  to  be  executed  as  traitors,  and  their  eftates  AJXijgs. 
fconfifcated. "  ' ' ' 

The  Duke  of  Ireland  had  made  his  efcape  into  Deftruc- 
Holland,  where  he  died  about  four  years  after,  ^slfc 
The  Earl  of  Suffolk  alfo  got  beyond  feas,  and  died  vourite*. 
at  Paris  this  fame  year  10°.    The  Archbilhop  of 
York  was  taken  at  Shields ;  but  his  enemies  not 
daring  to  execute  one  of  his  character,  he  was 
allowed  to  efcape,  and  fpent  the  fliort  remainder 
of  his  days  in  Flanders,  as  curate  of  a  fmall  pariih. 
Sir  Robert  Trefilian  and  Sir  Nicholas  Brembre 
being  taken,  were  executed,  the  one  on  the  ipth, 
the  other  on  the  aoth  of  February. Iot 

To  pay  a  compliment  to  the  King,  when  they  CompH- 
were  thus  deftroying  his  mod  zealous  friends,  the 
prevailing  party  thought  fit  to  have  it  declared  in 
parliament,  that  nothing  contained  in  the  articles 
againft  the  five  condemned  traitors  mould  reflect 
any  difhonour  on  the  King,  on  account  of  his 
youth  >  and  the  innocency  of  his  royal  perfon. I0* 

On  the  firft  day  of  the  parliament,  Sir  Robert  Judges  ba- 
Belknap,  chief  juftice  of  the  common  pleas,  Sir  " 
Roger  Fulthorp,  Sir  John    Holt,   Sir  William 
Burgh,  judges  of  the  fame  court,  Sir  John  Carey, 
chief  baron  of  the  exchequer,  and  John  Loketon, 
king's  fergeant,  had  been  taken  out  of  the  courts 
of  Weftminfter-hall,  and  committed  to  the  tower; 
and  on  Monday  March  2.  they  were  impeached 
by  the  commons,  of  high  treafon,  for  putting 

9J  Parliament.  Hift.  vol.1,  p.414 — 427.  l=0  Speed,  p.6<34. 

if"   Parliament.  Hift.  vol.i.  p.43i.  m  Id.  ibid.  p.  433. 
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A.D.I388.  tneii  hands  and  feals  to  the  famous  queftions  and 
*-  ~>— — '  anfwers  at  Nottingham.  The  judges  and  fer^ 
geant  pleaded  in  excufe,  that  they  had  been 
overawed  and  threatened  by  the  Archbifhop  of 
York,  the  Duke  of  Ireland,  and  Earl  Suffolk  to 
do  what  they  had  done.  No  regard  was  paid  to 
this  excufe  j  and  on  March  6.  they  were  all  con- 
demned to  be  drawn  and  hanged  as  traitors, 
and  their  eflates  confifcated.  But  their  lives  were 
fpared,  at  the  interceflion  of  the  biftiops;  and 
they  were  fent  into  Ireland,  and  there  confined 
to  different  towns  for  life. 103 

Other*  On  Tuefday  March 3.,  John  Blake  and  Thomas 

ed  and  Ufk  were  impeached  of  high  treafon  by  the  corn- 
executed,  mons  ;  the  former  for  drawing  up  the  queftions 
propofed  to  the  judges  at  Nottingham,  and  the 
latter  for  procuring  himfelf  to  be  made  under- 
fheriff  of  Middlefex,  with  a  defign  to  arreft  the 
Duke  of  Gloucefter  and  other  lords.  They  both 
pleaded,  that  they  acted  by  the  King's  command. 
But  without  any  regard  to  this  plea,  they  were 
condemned  on  March  4.  to  be  drawn  and  hanged 
as  traitors;  and  this  fentence  was  executed  upon 
them  that  fame  day. 104 

BJfhop  of        On  Friday  March  6.,  the  Bifhop  of  Chichefter, 
banifhed!    tne  King's  confeffor,  was  impeached  of  high  trea- 
fon by  the  commons,  for  being  prefent  when  the 
queftions  were  propofed  to  the  judges  at  Notting- 
ham, and  for  perfuading  and  threatening  them  to 


103  Parliament.  Hift.  vol. I.  p«43>     Rymer,  vol.;,  p-591. 
194  Parliament,  Hift.  vol.i.  p.  434. 
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give  their  anfvvers.  He  denied  the  laft  part  of  the  A.D.i38a. 
charge  with  great  folemnity,  and  declared,  that  ''—"*—-' 
the  judges  had  a6led  on  that  occafion  withperfe6l 
freedom.     But  notwithstanding  this  defence,  he 
was  condemned  to  the  punimment  of  a  traitor, 
his  eflate  confifcated,  and  the  temporalities  of 
his  fee  to  be  feized  into  the  King's  hands.     But 
his  life  was  fpared  on  account  of  his  office,  and 
he  was  bammed  into  Ireland. IOS 

The  vindictive  fpirit  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  More  per- 
and  his  party  was  not  yet  fatisfied ;  for  on  March  fo"s  ac' 
12.,  Sir  Simon  Burley,  Sir  John  Beauchamp,  Sir 
John- Salifbury,  and  Sir  James  Berners,  were  all 
impeached  of  high  treafon ;  and  a  charge^  confift- 
ing  of  fixteen  articles,  exhibited  againft  them  by 
the  commons.  The  chief  crimes  alledged  againft 
them  in  thefe  articles  were,  their  being  privy  to 
the  defigns  of  the  five  perfons  firft  condemned 
by  this  parliament;  their  poffeffing  too  great  a 
fhare  in  the  favour  and  confidence  of  the  King, 
and  giving  him  ill  advice.  They  all  pleaded, 
Not  guilty ;  and  the  holidays  now  approaching, 
the  parliament  adjourned  on  Friday  March  20., 
to  Monday  April  14.  This  famous  parliament 
was  by  this  time  become  little  better  than  a  party 
confederacy,  ready  to  gratify  all  the  'paffions  .  / 
of  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  and  the  other  lords; 
for  on  the  day  of  the  adjournment  all  the  mem- 
bers of  both  houfes  took  a  folemn  oath,  to  ftand 
by  Thomas  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  Henry  Earl  of 
Derby,  Richard  Earl  of  Arundel  and  Surrey, 

K5  Parliament.  Hift.  vol.i.  p-437- 

z  3  Thomas 
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AJ>.i388.  Thomas  Earl   of  Warwick,  and  Thomas  Earl 
~*~  -^  Marlhal,  to  maintain  and  fupport  them  with  all 
their  power,  and   to  live    and  die  with   them 
againft  all  men. Io6 

During  the  recefs  of  parliament,  great  endea- 
vours were  ufed  to  fave  the  lives  of  the  four  im- 
peached knights,  particularly  of  Sir  Simon  Bur- 
ley.  This  gentleman  had  been  greatly  efteemed 
by  Edward  III.  and  the  Black  Prince,  by  whom 
he  had  been  appointed  tutor  to  Richard.  He 
was  much  beloved  by  the  King,  whom  he  had 
cenftantly  attended  from  his  infancy ;  and  hav- 
ing conducted  the  Queen  into  England,  he 
flood  high  in  her  favour.  This  princefs,  who 
was  commonly  called  the  good  Queen  Anne,  fell 
on  her  knees  before  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter, 
and  with  the  moft  earn  eft  importunity  begged 
the  life  of  Burley I0?.  But  all  in  vain  j  the  Duke 
was  inexorable  ;  and  Burley  being  brought  into 
parliament  on  May  5.,  was  found  guilty  of  high 
treafon,  and  beheaded  that  fame  day  on  Tower- 
hill.  On  the  1 2th  May,  the  other  three  knights 
had  the  fame  fentence  pronounced,  and  execut- 
ed upon  them,  Beauchamp  and  Berners  being 
beheaded,  and  Salifbury  hanged. io8 

Grants.  The  parliament  had,  in  the  intervals  of  thefe 
trials,  found  leifure  to  grant  the  King  three  mil- 
lings on  every  ton  of  wine  imported,  a  (hilling 
in  the  pound  on  all  merchandife,  except  wool, 

'0s  Brady  Hift.  vol.*.     Append.  No.ie6. 

lt7  Vita  Richardill.  p.ioz. 

'•*  Parliament.  Hift.  vol.i.  p. 436. 
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One  half-tenth,  and  one  half-fifteenth ;  and  on  A.D.i388. 
June  2.,  they  continued  the  high  duties  on  ^  »  -' 
wool,  wool-fells,  and  leather  I09.  The  Duke  of 
Gloucefler,  having  taken  this  dreadful  venge- 
ance on  his  enemies,  did  not  forget  to  reward 
himfelf  and  his  friends ;  for  he  obtained  a  vote 
for  20,000!.  to  himfelf  and  the  other  lords  appel- 
lants, out  of  the  fubfidy  on  wool ;  and  then  this 
parliament  was  diflblved  June  4.,  after  a  feffion 
of  four  months,  the  longeft  that  had  ever  been 
in  England. 

The  fentiments  of  the  people  of  thofe  times  Obferva- 
were  much  divided  concerning  the  conduct  of  uon* 
this  famous  parliament.  The  prevailing  party 
called  it  "  the  parliament  that  wrought  won- 
"  ders  ;"  but  others  gave  it  the  appellation  of 
"  the  parliament  without  mercy110."  ,It  cannot 
be  denied,  that  this  aflembly  declared  many  things 
to  be  high  treafbn,  and  punifhed  them  as  fuch, 
which  bore  no  refemblance  to  that  great  of- 
fence ;  never  reflecting,  when  inflamed  with 
party-rage,  that  they  were  making  precedents 
which  might  one  day  prove  fatal  to  themfelves, 
or  their  poflerity. 

It  was  very  happy  for  the  Englifh  at  this  time,  Battle  of 
that  the  King  of  Franee  was  fo  much  engaged  c  tterburn! 
in  emancipating  himfelf  from  the  dominion  of 
his  uncles,  that  he  could  take  no  advantage  of 
their  civil  diffenlions.     But  the  Scots  made  fe- 
veral  incurfions  into  the  north  of  England  in 

"9  Rymer,  vol.  7.  p.  6ao.     Cotton's  A.bridg.  p.  3  3  a. 
nc  Knyghton,  col.  tjoi. 
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A.D.i388.  this  fpring  and  fummer ;  and  an  army  of  them, 

4 — v '  commanded  by  the  Earl  of  Douglas,  befieged 

Newcaftle.  Henry  Lord  Percy,  better  known 
in  hiftory  by  the  name  of  Hotfpur,  obliged  the 
Scots  to  raife  the  liege ;  and  following  them  to 
Otterburn,  a  bloody  battle  was  there  fought, 
Auguft  io.,  in  which  Earl  Douglas  was  (lain  on 
the  one  fide,  and  on  the  other  Hotfpur  and  his 
brother  Ralph  Percy  were  taken  prifoners ;  and 
both  nations  claimed  the  victory  "'.  The  Earl 
of  Arundel,  admiral  of  England,  put  to  fea  this 
fummer,  with  a  gallant  fleet,  made  fome  defcents 
on  the  coaft  of  France,  and  took  a  confiderable 
number  of  fhips.IIZ 

Tranfac-         The'Duke  of'Lancafter  fpentthis  whole  year 
tionsof      in  Guienne,  where  he  was  more  fuccefsful  in 
ofLan-      his  political  intrigues,  than  he  had  been  the 
carter,        year  before  in  his   warlike  enterprifes.      The 
Duke  of  Berry,  uncle  to  the  King  of  France, 
paid  his  addreffes  to  the  Princefs   Catharine, 
only  child  of  the  Duke  of  Lancafter,  and  his 
wife  Conftance,  heirefs  of  Caftile.     The  King 
of  Caftile  was  greatly  alarmed  at  the  news  of 
this  courtmip,  apprehending,  that  if  this  mar- 
riage took  effe6l,  it  would  produce  a  peace  be- 
tween France  and  England j  and  that  thefe  two 
powerful  nations  would  unite  in  pullinghimdown 
from  his  throne,  and  placing  the  Duke  of  Berry 
in  his  room.     To  prevent  this  danger  he  caufed 
.  very  advantageous  propofals   to   be   made  to 

11  Knyghton,  co\.^^z%i  27*9.    Froiffart,  1.3,  0.133 — 1*9- 
112  Id,  ibid.  c.n6,  117.  133. 
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the  Duke  of  Lancafter  for  a  marriage  between  A.D.I38*. 
Catharine  and  his  eldeil  Ion  Henry  Prince  of  ^  *~" 
Caftile.  The  Duke,  wifely  confidering  that  this 
was  the  moft  direct  way  of  putting  an  end  to  all 
difputes  about  the  crown  of  Callile,  as  well  as  of 
gaining  great  advantages  to  himfelf,  accepted  of 
thefe  propofals ;  by  which  he  was  to  receive 
200,000  crowns  for  the  expences  of  his  expedi- 
tion, together  with  an  annuity  of  10,000  florins 
to  himfelf,  and  one  of  an  equal  fum  to  his  wife 
Conftance,  during  their  refpective  lives.  "3 

The  kings  of  England  and  France  being  both  A.D.i389. 
heartily  wearied  of  that  war  which  had  fo  long  fub-  Trucewith 
lifted  between  the  two  nations,  fent  their  plenipo- 
tentiaries to  Lenlinghen,  who  concluded  a  truce 
till  Auguft  16.,  A.D.  1392.;  in  which  all  the 
allies  of  bo.th  crowns  were  included. I14 

Though  Richard  had  now  fubmitted  about  a  Rkhant 
year  to  the  dictates  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  afumes 
who  ruled  every  thing  at  his  pleafure,  he  fecretly  vemmenu 
refolved  to  throw  off  the  yoke  as  foon  as  poffible. 
In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  when  a  very  nu- 
merous council  was  ailembled,  May  3.,  the  King 
entered,  and,  in  a  refolute  tone,  demanding  to 
know,  What  age  he  was  ?    It  was  anfwered,  in  his 
twenty-fecond  year.     Am  I  not  then  at  age,  re- 
plied  he,  to  take  the  reins  of  government  into  my 
own  hands,  and  no  longer  to  remain  under  the 
management  of  tutors  ?   The  Glouceft  erian  party 
were  flruck  dumb  by  this  unexpected  blowj  and 

113  Froiffart,  1.3.  0.138.  140.     Walfing.  p.  347.     Rymer,  vol.;. 
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A.D.I389.  Richard,  proceeding  with  fpirit,  took  the  great 

' — » '  feal  from  Arundel  Archbifhop  of  York,  and  gave 

it  to  William  of  Wickham,  Bifliop  of  Winchefter; 
he  turned  out  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  the  Earls 
of  Warwick  and  Arundel,  and  all  who  had  been 
brought  into  office  by  them,  and  put  others  in 
their  room  1I5.  Thus  was  this  triumphant  party 
diverted  in  a  moment  of  that  authority  which  they 
had  obtained  with  fo  much  labour,  and  had  en- 
deavoured to  fecure  by  (bedding  fo  much  blood. 
Wife  ad-  The  firft  Heps  which  Richard  took  after  this 
r?iniftra-  total  change  in  the  admin iitration  were  very 
prudent.  He  iflued  a  proclamation,  May  16.,  to 
inform  all  his  fubje6ls,  that  he  had  taken  the  go- 
vernment into  his  own  hands ;  and  that  they  might 
now  expect  to  enjoy  greater  tranquillity  than  they 
had  formerly  done.  Soon  after  he  published  a 
general  pardon,  and  remitted  the  half-tenth  and 
half-fifteenth  which  had  been  granted  by  the  lail 
parliament.  Thefe  gentle  meafures  fo  quieted 
the  minds  and  gained  the  affections  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  the  difcarded  party  found  it  impoffible 
to  raife  the  leaft  difturbance. Il6 

While  things  were  in  this  fituation,  the  Duke 
of  Lancafter  returned  into  England  in  Novem- 
ber, after  an  abfence  of  more  than  three  years'17. 
Soon  after  his  arrival,  Richard  held  a  great  coun- 
cil of  peers  at  Reading  j  where  theDuke  of  Glou- 


"s  Vita  R.II.  p.ioS.    Rymer,  vol.?.  p.6i6.  618.  6zo.    Walfing. 
p.  3  3  7.     Knyghton,  col.  4734. 

IJ*  Ryra.  Feed.  vol.?.  p.6ac.  "7  Walfing.  p. 342. 

cefter., 


Chap. i.  Sec^.5.    CIVIL  AND  MILITARY.  347 

cefter,  and  the  lords  of  his  party,  were  brought  A.D.  1^9. 
to  court  by  Lancafter,  and  feemingly,  at  lead,  u— ^ — ' 
reconciled  to  the  King  by  his  mediation. II8 

The  flames  of  party  which  had  raged  with  fo  AJD.I390. 
much  violence,  being  now  a  little  fmothered,  a  Parlia- 
parliament  met  in  great  tranquillity,  January  1 7., 
at  Weftminfter  "9.  The  Biihop  of  Winchefter, 
lord  chancellor,  opened  the  feffion  with  a  fpeech, 
in  which  he  declared,  that  the  King  being  now 
of  full  age,  was  determined  to  govern  his  fubje£ts 
in  peace  and  quiet,  and  to  do  juftice  to  all,  both 
of  the  clergy  and  laity.  He  put  them  alfo  in 
mind,  that  the  nation  being  furrounded  with 
enemies,  it  would  be  neceflary  either  to  make 
peace  or  provide  for  war  I2°.  On  the  fourth  day 
of  the  parliament,  the  lord  chancellor  delivered 
the  great  feal,  and  the  Bifhop  of  St.  David's  the 
treafurer,  delivered  the  keys  of  the  exchequer, 
to  the  King  before  both  houfes  j  and  all  the  other 
members  of  the  council  begged  leave  to  refign 
their  feveral  offices,  which  was  granted.  After 
all  thefe  refignations,  it  was  declared  in  full  par- 
liaiment,  that  if  any  one  had  any  complaint  to 
make  againft  any  of  thefe  perfons,  they  might 
now  do  it  with  all  freedom.  It  was  anfwered  by 
both  lords  and  commons,  "  That  they  knew 
"  nothing  amifs  of  any  of  them,  and  that  they 
"  had  behaved  themfelves  well  in  their  refpec- 
"  tive  offices."  After  this  honourable  teilimony 
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A.D,i39<>.  in  their  favour,  theKingre-deliveredthefealtothe 
l-~'~—  Bifhop  of  Winchefter,  and  the  keys  of  the  exche- 
quer to  the  Bifhop  of  St.  David's,  and  reflored  all 
the  reft  to  their  former  offices,  at  the  fame  time 
admitting  the  dukes  of  Lancafter  andGloucefter 
into  the  council ;  but  with  this  proteftation,  that 
he  flill  had  it  in  his  power  to  retain  or  difmifs  any 
of  thefe  counfellors  at  his  pleafure. I21 
Grants.  The  King's  uncles  had  by  this  time  paid  their 
court  fo  effectually  to  their  royal  nephew,  that 
they  obtained  the  mofl  valuable  favours  from  him 
in  this  parliament.  The  Duke  of  Lancafter  was 
created  Duke  of  Aquitaine  for  life,  with  a  grant  of 
all  the  revenues  of  that  duchy.  Edward,  eldeft 
fon  of  the  Duke  of  York,  was  created  Earl  of 
Rutland,  with  a  grant  of  800  marks  a-year  to 
fupport  that  dignity.  The  commons  granted  the 
King  forty  millings  on  every  fack  of  wool  ex- 
ported, and  five  marks  on  every  laft  of  leather, 
one-third  of  which  to  fupply  the  King's  prefent 
occafions,  and  the  remainder  to  be  referved  as  a 
fund  in  cafe  of  war. I2Z 

Parlia-  In  anotherparliament  which  met  November  1 2., 

ment.  ^jg  fUDfrdy  on  wool,  wool-fells,  and  leather,  was 
continued  for  three  years;  and  one  half-tenth,  and 
one  half-fifteenth,  were  granted  to  defray  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  Duke  of  Lancafter,  and  other  pleni- 
potentiaries, who  were  to  be  fent  to  Amiens  to 
negotiate  a  peace  with  France  "3.  In  this  parlia- 
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ment  the  King  confirmed  a  grant  which  he  had  A.D.I390. 
formerly  made,  to  the  Dukes  of  York  and  Glou- 
cefter,  of  i  oool.  a  year124.  To  repair  the  breaches 
which  had  been  made  in  the  conflitution  dur- 
ing the  late  commotions,  it  was  declared  by  this 
parliament,  "  That  the  prefent  King  ftiould  be 
"  as  free,  and  enjoy  all  the  prerogatives  that 
"  any  of  his  noble  progenitors,  formerly  kings 
"  of  England,  had  enjoyed  12S."  Nay,  fo  good  an 
underftanding  fubfifted  at  this  time  between 
the  King  and  his  people,  that  on  the  laft  day  of 
this  parliament  both  houfes  returned  their  hum- 
ble thanks  to  the  King,  for  his  good  government, 
and  for  the  great  affection  and  zeal  he  had  conti- 
nually fhewn  for  the  good  of  his  people;  and  the 
King  thanked  them  for  their  grants. 12<s 

Nothing  happened  during  this  whole  year  to 
difturb  that  happy  tranquillity  which  England 
now  enjoyed.  A  parliament  which  met  Novem-  " 
vember  3.,  at  Weftminfter,  granted  the  King 
ample  fupplies,  and  confirmed  all  his  royal  prero- 
gatives by  a  ftatute. I27 

As  the  truce  between  England  and  France, 
and  their  allies  on  both  iides,  was  to  expire  this  Truce 
year  in  Auguft,  great  endeavours  were  ufed  to 
bring  about  a  peace  before  that  time.  For  this 
purpofe  conferences  were  held  at  Amiens  in  the 
fpring,  which  produced  only  a  prolongation  of 
the  truce  to  Michaelmas  A.D.  1393. 123 
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A.D.I39Z.      In  the  mean  time,  the  city  of  London  fell 
' — » '  under  the  heavy  difpleafure  of  the  court  on  ac- 

Quarrel  ,,    «  ..          .  01-11 

between  count  or  iome  tumults,  in  one  or  which  the 
the  court  populace  afiaulted  the  palace  of  the  Bifhop  of 
01  y*  Salisbury,  who  was  high  treafurer.  For  thefe 
offences  the  mayor  and  (heriffs  were  imprifoned, 
and  the  city  was  deprived  of  its  liberties.  But 
the  citizens  having  fubmitted  to  the  King's  plea- 
fure,  and  implored  his  mercy,  he  entered  the  city 
in  a  kind  of  triumph,  Auguil  21.,  and  was  re- 
ceived with  great  demonftrations  of  refpect  and 
joy.  Soon  after  this  all  their  charters  were  re- 
flored  and  confirmed,  at  the  interceflion  of  the 
Queen  I2°.  But  the  King's  feverity  feems  to  have 
made  a  deeper  impreffion  on  the  minds  of  the 
citizens  than  his  mercy. 

A.D.I393.      Conferences  for  a  peace  between  France  and 
Truce.       England  were  held  at  Lenlinghen,  in  the  fpring 
of  this  year  j  and  with  fome  interruptions,  con- 
tinued to  May  27.,  A.D.  1394.,  when  a  truce  for 
four  years  was  concluded.  I3° 

AJ3.I394.      A  temporary  peace  being  now  eflablifhed,  Ri- 
Expedition  chard  relblved  upon  an  expedition  into  Ireland, 
land."       to  fettle  the  affairs  of  that  kingdom,  as  well  as 
to  divert  his  grief  for  the  lofs  of  his  beloved 
confort,  the  good  Queen  Anne,  who  died  at 
Shene,  on   Whitfunday  this   year'31.     All  the 
Englifh  who  had  eftates  in  Ireland  were  com- 
manded, by  a  proclamation,  to  be  in  that  kingdom 
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~t>y  September  8.  u*.  Having  provided  a  fleet  and 
army,  the  King  failed  from  Milford-haven  about 
Michaelmas,  and  foon  after  landed  in  Ireland, 
where  he  met  with  little  oppolition :  for  the  Irifh 
chieftains,  finding  themfelves  unable  to  make  ef- 
fectual refiilance,  came  in  and  made  their  fubmi£ 
fions;  and  Richard,  who  was  naturally  generous, 
received  them  kindly,  and  loaded  them  with  pre- 
fents.  Having  held  a  parliament,  and  fpent  the 
winter  in  Dublin,  he  returned  into  England  in 
the  fpring  A.D.  1395. '" 

While  the  King  was  in  Ireland,  the  Duke  of 
York,  who  had  been  appointed  regent,  called  a  pariia- 
parliament,  which  met  at  Weftminfler  28th  Ja-  n 
nuary,  and  granted  a  tenth  from  the  clergy,  and 
a  fifteenth  from  the  laity,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  Irifli  expedition.    But  to  this  grant 
the  parliament  annexed  a  proteftation,  "  That 
"  it  was  not  made  dejure,  but  out  of  good  will 
"  and  affection  to  the  King. l34 

Richard,  having  been  about  a  year  a  widower,  Embafly  to 
refolved  upon  a  fecond  marriage,  and  fent  a  France' 
fplendid  embafly  to  the  court  of  France,  to  de- 
mand the  Princefs  Ifabella,  eldefl  daughter  of 
Charles  VI.,  a  child  betwen  feven  and  eight  years 
of  age I3S.     He  was  probably  determined  to  this 
unequal  match  by  the  hopes  of  accelerating  the 
peace  between  the  two  nations,  and  of  procuring 
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A.D.I39?.  a  powerful  fupport  againft  his  uncles,  particularly 
v-i »'    '  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  of  whofe  factious  fpirit 

h«  was  in  continual  dread. 

A.D.I396.      TheEnglifh  ambafiadors  at  the  court  of  France 
TJ16 1        having  fettled  all  the  articles  of  the  intended  mar- 
marriage.    riage> tne  contract  was  confirmed  by  Charles  VI. 
at  Paris,  March  9.  A.  D.  1396. 136     At  the  fame 
time  and  place,  a  prolongation  of  the  truce  be- 
tween France  and  England,  for  twenty-five  years, 
was  ratified ' 7.    As  the  King  of  England  and  the 
French  Princefs  were  within  the  prohibited  de- 
grees of  confanguinity,  a  difpenfation  from  the 
Pope  was  necefiary  j  which  retarded  the  marriage 
till  November  i.,  when  it  was  celebrated  with 
great  pomp  in  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas,  at  Ca- 
lais, by  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury. I38 
A.J).i397.      Thomas  of  Woodftock,  Duke  of  Gloucefter, 
Duke  of     the  youngeft  of  King  Richard's  three  uncles,  was 
cefter",  &c.  a  prince  of  a  covetous,  ambitious,  proud,  and 
appre-        turbulent  difpofition.     Though  he  had  received 
grants  of  immenfe  value  from  his  nephe\v,  he  was 
conftantly  engaged  in  factious  machinations,  to 
diflurb  his  government.  He  had  been  at  the  head 
of  that  party  which  had  extorted  a  commiffion  to 
do  what  they  pleafed,  A.  D.  1386.,  and  had  made 
fuch  a  cruel  ufe  of  their  power,  by  deflroying  all 
the  King's  miniflers,  judges,  andfervants.  Hehad 
oppofed  the  French  marriage  and  truce  while  they 
were  in  agitation,  and  exclaimed  loudly  againft 
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them  afterthey  were  concluded.  Hefeldom  came  AJ3.I397. 
to  court,  but  to  infult  his  ibvereign,  or  to  council,  v-"*^r— •* 
but  to  thwart  his  meafures  l39.  He  had  feveral 
meetings  in  the  fpring  and  fummer  of  this  year 
with  the  principal  prelates  and  nobles  of  his  party  j 
in  which,  it  is  faid,  the  mofl  daring  defigns  were 
formed  againft  the  government,  if  not  againft  the 
perfon  of  the  King  I4°.  Richard  was  not  ignorant 
of  his  uncle's  difaffe6tion,  and  began  to  be  under 
uneaiy  apprehenlions  about  its  confequences. 
Thefe  apprehenfions  were  much  increafed  by  his 
two  uterine  brothers,  the  Earls  of  Kent  and  Hun- 
tington,  and  by  his  other  confidents,  who  earneftly 
intreated  him  to  prevent  his  own  deftru6lion  and 
that  of  all  his  friends,  by  feizing  theDukeof  Glou- 
cefter,  with  the  Earls  of  Arundel  and  Warwick, 
his  chief  accomplices  '4I  To  this  the  King  at 
length  gave  his  confent.  The  Duke  of  Gloucefter 
was  furprifed  at  his  caftle  of  Plefhy  in  Eflex, 
hurried  on  board  a  (hip,  and  conveyed  to  Calais, 
as  a  place  of  the  greatefl  fecurity.  The  two 
Earls  were  feized  at  the  fame  time  in  London, 
and  committed  to  prifon. 141 

As  foon  as  thofe  greatperfons  were  in  cuftody,a  council  at 
council  was  held  at  Nottingham,  Auguft  i.,tocon-  Notting- 
fider  in  what  manner  they  were  to  be  profecuted.    am* 
At  this  council  an  appeal  of  treafon  was  brought 
by  fix  earls  and  two  lords,  againft  the  Duke  of 
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A.D.I39?.  Gloucefter,  the  Earls  of  Arundel  and  Warwick, 
to  which  they  were  to  anfwer  at  the  next  parlia- 
ment, which  was  fummoned  to  meet  at  Weft- 
minfler  September  17. 

Parik-  Great  preparations  were  made  for  this  famous 

mcnt'        parliament,  which  was  to  determine  the  fate  of 

a  prince  of  the  blood,  and  of  fome  of  the  mofl 

powerful  nobles  of  the  kingdom.     A  wooden 

building,  of  great  extent,  was  erected  near  Weft- 

minfter-hall,  for  the  reception  of  fo  numerous  an 

afiembly I4J.     Six  hundred  men  at  arms,  and  two 

hundred  archers,  were  raifed  for  a  guard  to  the 

King ;  and  all  the  lords  came  attended  with  fuch 

prodigious  retinues,  that  they  not  only  filled  all 

the  lodgings  in  London  and  its  fuburbs,  but  in 

all  the  towns  and  villages  within  ten  or  twelve 

miles  around I44.    In  the  fecond  feffion,  the  clergy 

of  both  provinces  appointed  Sir  Thomas  Percy 

their  procurator  in  the  intended  trials,  at  which 

the  canons  of  the  church  did  not  permit  them  to 

be  prefent145.    In  the  fame  feffion,  the  com,mifiiou 

of  regency,  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  King's  reign, 

was  declared  to  have  been  traiteroufly  made ; 

and  all  the  pardons  which  had  been  granted  to 

thofe  who  had  a6led  under  it  were  cancelled. 

Next  day  the   commons   impeached   Thomas 

Arundel  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  of  treafon ; 

and  the  day  after  he  was  found  guilty,  and 
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baniflied  the  kingdom145.  In  the  next  feffion,  ^0.1397: 
the  lords  appellants  gave  in  their  articles  of  ac- 
cufation  againfl  the  Earl  of  Arundel,  which 
confided  of  the  feveral  things  he  had  done  in 
procuring  and  executing  the  above  commiffion. 
After  a  very  fliort  trial,  he  was  condemned.,  car- 
ried directly  from  the  bar  to  Tower-hill,  and  there 
beheaded,  September  2 1 . 147  On  the  fame  day,  a 
mandate  was  iffued  by  the  King  and  his  council  in 
parliament,  to  Thomas  Earl  Marfhal,  governor  of 
Calais,  to  bring  the  Duke  of  Glouceiler  to  the  bar 
of  the  houfe  as  foon  as  poflible,  to  anfwer  to  the 
accufation  that  had  been  given  in  againfl  him  by 
the  lords  appellants  '4S.  To  this  mandate  the  Earl 
Marfhal  returned  this  anfwer,  September  24., 
"  That  he  could  not  bring  the  faid  Duke  before 
"  the  King  and  his  council  in  that  parliament ;  for 
"  that,  being  in  his  cuftody  in  the  King's  prifon 
"  at  Calais,  he  there  died."  The  lords  appellants 
and  the  houfe  of  commons  then  demanded,  that 
the  lateDuke  of  Gloucefler  mould  be  declared  to 
have  been  a  traitor,  and  all  his  eftates  and  honours 
forfeited  ;  which  was  accordingly  done I49.  In  the 
interval  between  the  above  mandate  and  the  re- 
turn,  the  Earl  of  Warwick  was  tried,  and  found 
guilty  of  treafon ;  but  the  King  fparedhis  life,  and 
configned  himto  perpetual  confinement  in  theifle 
of  Man150.  The  four  great  objects  of  the  King's 
difpleafure  being  thus  difpofed  of,  the  commons 

"6  Walfmg.  p.354.  ««  Id.  p.354,  355. 

«"  Rymeri  Feed.  t.8.  p.  15.       '«  Parliament.  Hift.  vol.i.  p. 471. 

Ji°  Walfing.  p.  355. 
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1397.  interceded  for  favour  to  the  other  prelates  and 
lords  who  had  been  named  in  that  famous  com- 
miflion,  for  which  the  four  already  tried  had  been 
/    condemned.151 

Duke  of        The  time,  place,  and  other  circumflances  of  the 
Gloucef"     death  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  excited  ftrong 

ter  mur-  ' 

dered.  fufpicions  that  he  had  been  murdered;  andthefe 
fufpicions,  it  mufl  be  confefled,  were  highly  pro- 
bable. The  King  and  his  minifters,  it  was  faid, 
not  daring  to  bring  a  prince  fo  nearly  related  to 
the  crown,  and  fo  exceedingly  popular  (particu- 
larly in  London),  to  a  public  trial  and  execution, 
had  employed  afiaffins  to  murder  him  in  prifon  ; 
a  policy  equally  weak  and  wicked,  which  jullly 
brought  much  odium  on  the  King  and  his  confi- 
dential fervants.  The  preciie  time  and  manner  of 
Gloucefter's  death  were  never  certainly  known, 
and  are  differently  related  by  different  authors. ISZ 
The  King  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  this  feflion  of 
parliament,  which  had  been  perfectly  fubfervient 
to  his  will,  that  on  the  laft  day  of  it  (September 
29.),  he  advanced  the  Earls  of  Derby,  Rutland, 
Kent,  Huntington,  and  Nottingham,  to  be  dukes 
of  Hereford,  Albemarle,  Surrey,  Exeter,  and 
Norfolk;  the  Earl  of  Somerfet  to  be  marquis  of 
Dorfet,  the  Lords  Defpenfer,  Nevile,  Percy,  and 
Scrope,  to  be  Earls  of  Gloucefter,  Weftmoreland, 
Worcefter,andWiltlhire;  a  -d  then  adjourned  the 


151  Parliament.  Hift.  vol.i.  p-478. 
**  Froiflart,  M.  0.90.  p.  193.     Walfmg. 
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parliament  to  the  2yth  January,  to  be  then  held 
at  Shrewibury.153 

When  the  parliament  met  at  Shrewlbury,  pro-  A  0.1398. 
ceeding  in  the  fame  tract  of  fubmiflion  to  the  Parlia- 
royal  pleafure,  it  reverfed  all  the  acts  of  that  shrewf- 
famous  parliament,  A.D.  1388.,  in  which  the  bury- 
Duke  of  Gloucefter's  party  had  predominated, 
and  had  executed  vengeance  on  all  their  oppofers. 
The  anfwers  of  the  judges,  for  which  they  had 
been  condemned  as  traitors,  were  now  declared 
to  be  the  anfwers  of  good  and  loyal  fubjects15'. 
Several 'perfons  who  had  been  of  the  Duke  of 
Gloucefter's  party  were   condemned  and  for- 
feited ;  but  their  lives  were  fpared.     The  houfe 
of  commons  granted  very  liberal  fupplies  ;  and 
ftill  further  to  manifefl  their  affection  to  the  King, 
they  petitioned  the  houfe  of  lords  to  contrive 
fome  method  to  fecure  the  tranfactions  of  that 
parliament  from  fuch  changes  as  had  happened 
to  thofe  of  former  parliaments.    After  deliberat- 
ing among  themfelves,  and  confulting  with  the 
judges,  all  the  lords,  fpiritual  and  temporal,  took 
a  folemn  oath  on  the  crofs  of  Canterbury,  never 
to  fuffer  any  of  the  tranfactions  of  that  parliament 
to  be  changed ;  while  all  the  members  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  held  up  their  hands,  to  fignify 
their  taking  the  fame  oath.    The  King,  to  crown 
the  whole,  procured  a  bull  from  the  Pope,  to 
confirm  all  the  acts  of  that  parliament,  which  he 
caufed  to  be  publicly  read  in  all  the  chief  cities 

153  Parliament.  Hift.  vol.  I.  p. 479. 

154  Ruffhead's  Statutes>  vol.i.  p-4i9>  420. 
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A.D.I398.  of  the  kingdom155.     But  it  foon  appeared,  that 
s-    *•"—•'  thefe  were  feeble  fecurities  againft  the  torrent  of 
faction,  which  in  thofe  times  ran,  fometimes  on 
one  fide  and  fometimes  on  another,  with  fuch 
.    violence,  that  it  levelled  every  mound  and  over- 
whelmed all  that  Hood  in  its  way. 

Quarrel          In  the  time  of  this  parliament,  a  quarrel  broke 
Se'Dukes  OLlt  between  the  Dukes  of  Hereford  and  Norfolk, 
of  Here-     which  was  attended  with  the  moil  important  and 
unexpected  confequences.     On  the  lafl  day  of 
January,  and   of  the  parliament,  the  Duke  of 
Hereford  prefented   a   fchedule   to  the   King, 
which  he  faid  contained  an  account   of  certain 
flanderous  words  which  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  had 
fpoken  to  him  of  his  Majefty I5fi .    This  fchedule 
being  read,  the  lords  and  commons  referred  the 
determination  of  that  affair  to  the  King,   and  a 
committee  of  twelve  lords  and  fix  commoners, 
which  the  two  houfes  had  that  day  chofen,  and 
invefled  with  parliamentary  powers.  '57 
Dukes  of        After  this  famous  parliament  was  difTolved,  the 
Hereford    Kinff  held  feveral  deliberations  with  the  parlia- 

and  Nor-  ,1-0 

foikba-  mentary  commimoners,  on  the  dilpute  between 
uifhed.  the  Dukes  of  Hereford  and  Norfolk.  At  length, 
when  the  one  continued  to  deny  what  the  other 
affirmed,  it  was  refolved,  that  this  controverfy 
fhould  be  determined  by  the  laws  of  chivalry,  in 
a  fingle  combat  between  the  contending  parties; 
and  that  this  combat  mould  be  fought  at  Co- 
ventry,  September  16.,  before  the  King  and 

155  Walfingham,  p.  35  6. 

155  Parliament.  Hift.  vol.i.  p.49o.  '"  Id.  ibid. 
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the  committee  of  parliament.  But  when  the 
two  noble  combatants  had  entered  the  lifts,  and 
were  ready  to  engage,  the  King  interpofed,  and 
by  the  advice  of  the  parliamentary  commiffion- 
ers,  pronounced  the  following  fentence :  "  That 
"  the  Duke  of  Hereford  fliould  be  baniflied  the 
*'  kingdom  for  ten  years,  to  depart  on  or  before 
"  the  1 3th  of  O6lober  next  j —  that  the  Duke 
"  of  Norfolk  fliould  void  the  realm  for  term  of 
"  life,  and  that  he  fliould  be  out  of  the  king- 
"  dom  by  the  2oth  of  October  next'58."  Both 
the  dukes,  before  their  departure,  obtained 
letters-patent  from  the  King,  with  confent  of 
the  committee  of  parliament,  impowering  them 
to  conftitute  certain  perfons  their  attornies,  for 
receiving  in  their  name  any  inheritance  that 
might  fall  to  them  during  their  exile 159.  This 
tranfaclion,  fufficiently  myfterious  in  itfelf,  is 
ftrangely  mifreprefented  by  Sir  John  Froiflart, 
a  contemporary  hiflorian,  with  a  view  to  excul- 
pate the  Duke  of  Hereford  (afterwards  Henry 
IV.),  and  to  blacken  the  characters  of  the  King 
and  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.  I6° 

The  King,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  great  par.  Difcon- 
liament  (as  it  was  called),  had  granted  a  gene-  tents 

i  •     j       '    *L  11  u-     f  u-    a.      v         11  j.        r  againft  the 

ral  indemnity  to  all  his  lubjects,  for  all  trealons,  govern- 
&c.  of  which  they  had  been  guilty ;  but  none  ment* 
were  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  this  indemnity, 
•who  did  not  take  out  charters  of  pardon  be- 

'5S  Walfmg.  p«356.     Parliament.  Hift.  vol.i.  p.  494. 

159  Rymeri  Feed.  t.8.  p.  49.  .51. 

160  Froiflart,  t.*.  0.94.  p.a96. 

A  A  4  fore 


360  HISTORY  OF  BRITAIN.  Book  IV. 

AJD.  1398.  fore  St.  John's  day,  A.  D.  1398. l61  Many  hav- 
'•  ~^"'— '  -ing  neglected  to  do  this,  the  courtiers,  and 
particularly  the  parliamentary  comraiffioners, 
extorted  great  fums  of  money  from  them ; 
which  occafioned  much  difcontent  with  the 
King  and  his  confidents 16a.  Thefe  difcontents 
were  very  much  increafed  by  the  complaints  of 
the  families  and  friends  of  the  late  Duke  of 
Gloucefter,  and  of  the  two  banimed  Dukes  of 
Hereford  and  Norfolk ;  and  the  arbitrary  pro- 
ceedings of  the  committee  of  parliament,  who 
made  laws,  and  a&ed  in  all  things  as  if  they 
had  been  a  full  parliament,  dill  further  inflamed 
the  minds  of  the  people.163 

A.D.I399.      When   the   nation  was   in    this  ferment  the 

Death  of    famous    John   of  Gaunt   Duke   of  Lancailer 

ofeiSf    died,   February   3.,   A.D.  "1399.  "<      By    this 

cafter.        event,   a  prodigious  acceffion    of  wealth    and 

power  fell  to  his  only  fon    Henry  of  Boling- 

broke,  the  banifhed  Duke  of  Hereford,  to  the 

peaceable  pofTeffion  of  which  he  ought  to  have 

been  admitted  by  his   attorney,    according  to 

the  tenor  of  his  letters-patent  I's.     But  the  King 

and  committee  of  parliament,  contrary  to  the 

plainefl   dictates  of  equity  and  prudence,    on 

March  18.,  declared  thele  letters  null  and  void, 

and  feized  all  the  great  eftates  of  the  late  Duke  of 

Lancafter.     This  flagrant  ac~l  of  tyranny  and  op- 

161  Parliament,  Hift.  p. 487. 

I6J  T.Otterbourne,  Chron.  p.  199. 

161  Ruffhead's  Statutes,  vol.i.  p.4Z»,  &c. 

164  T.Otterbourne,  p. 197. 

)W  Rymer.  Feed.  t.8.  p.49-     Walfing.  p.  357. 
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preffion  excited  univerfal  indignation  againftthe 
authors  of  it,  and  compaflion  for  Henry  now 
Duke  of  Lancafter. 

The  infatuated  Richard,  after  he  had  excited  Expedi- 
fuch  general  difcontent  amonghis  fubje6ls,  was  fo  ^"JJa.0 
imprudent  as  to  leave  England,  and  to  carry  with 
him  all  the  great  men  on  whofe  attachment  he 
could  depend1-6.  Having  collected  great  fums  of 
money,  by  means  which  (till  further  increafed  the 
difaffection  of  his  people,  andconflituted  his  uncle 
the  Duke  of  York  regent  of  the  kingdom,  he  failed 
from  Milford-haven  about  the  end  of  May,  and       * 
foon  after  landed  in  Ireland  with  a  powerful 
army I6?,     The  defign  of  this  moft  unfeafonable 
expedition  was,  to  revenge  the  deatli  of  Roger 
Mortimer  Earl  of  March,  the  prefumptive  heir  of 
his  crown,  and  to  reduce  that  kingdom  to  a  more 
perfect  fubjec~lion.    But  he  was  not  allowed  time 
to  make  any  great  progrefs  in  the  execution  of 
that  defign. 

Henry  of  Bolingbroke  was  at  the  court  of  Duke  of 
France  when  he  received  intelligence  of  his  fa-  ^anca.fter 

11  i      n    i  •  m  •    *  lands  in 

tner's  death,  and  of  the  revocation  of  his  letters-  England, 
patent ;  and  he  foon  after  received  invitations 
from  his  numerous  and  powerful  friends  in  Eng- 
land, to  come  over  and  vindicate  his  rights  to  the 
eftate  of  Lancafter  lflS.  Encouraged  by  thefe  in- 
vitations, and  the  news  of  Richard's  expedition 
into  Ireland,  he  refolved  to  return  into  England; 
and  having  obtained  a  few  fhips,  and  a  fmall 

J6S  Walfing.  p. 55  7.  "7  T.  Otterbourne,  Chron.  p. 200. 

Rymeri  Feed.  t,8.  p. 83.  :6$  Froiflart.  tom.4.  ch.io5. 
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A.D.I399.  number  of  armed  men,  from  the  Duke  of  Bri- 
"""*""••'  tanny,  he  put  to  fea,  with  the  exiled  Archbifliop 
of  Canterbury  and  the  young  Earl  of  Arundel  irt 
his  company  I69.     After  hovering  fome  days  on 
the  coaft,  he  landed  at  Ravenfpure,  in  Yorkfbire, 
July  4.  ;  and  was  joined  by  the  powerful  Earls  of 
Northumberland  and  Weftmoreland,  with  the, 
other  barons  of  the  north,  and  their  followers1'0. 
Seeing  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  great  army,  he 
marched  fouthward,  giving  out,  that  he  was  come 
only  to  recover  his  inheritance  of  Lancafter; 
which  brought  fuch  multitudes  to  his  ftandard, 
that  they  foon  mounted  to  fixty  thoufand  men. 
Agreement       The  Duke  of  York,  regent  of  the  kingdom, 
the^Dukes    ra^e^  a  confiderablearmy,  with  which  he  marched 
of  York      towards  Briftol,  about  which  place  it  was  expected 
"    tne  King  would  land  from  Ireland.  By  this  means 
the  armies  approaching  each  other,  a  conference 
was  held  at  Berkeley,  on  Sunday  July  27.,  between 
the  Dukes  of  York  and  Lancafter,  and  a  certain 
number  of  their  friends.    At  this  conference,  the 
Duke  of  Lancafter  ftill  pretending  that  he  came 
only  for  the  recovery  of  his  inheritance,  an  agree- 
ment wasfoon  made,  and  he  wasjoined  by  the  Duke 
of  York  and  the  greateft  part  of  his  forces.  I?I 
Caftle  of         The  Duke  of  Lancafter  then  marched  at  the 
Briftol  fur-  .jjea(j  Of  the  united  armies,  and  invefted  the  caftle 

rendered. 

of  Briftol,  in  which  fome  of  the  moft  obnoxious  of 
the  King's  confidents  had  taken  fhelter.  Sir  Peter 
Courtney  governor  of  the  caftle,  after  fomehefita- 


169  Froiflart,  tom.4.  ch.  106.     Walfmg. 

"°  Id.  ibid.  "'  T.  Otterbourne,  p.  205. 
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tion,  agreed  to  furrender,  at  the  command  of  the  A.D.I399. 
Duke  of  York,  as  regent  of  the  kingdom,  having  '" — /"— ** 
ilipulated  for  the  liberty  of  all  the  garrifon,  ex- 
cept the  Earl  of  Wiltfliire,  Sir  John  BufTy,  and  Sir 
Henry  Grene,  the  hated  minifters.     Thefe  three 
unhappy  perfons  being  delivered  to  the  Duke  of 
Lancafter,  were  immediately  beheaded  at  his 
command,  without  any  trial. tjz 

About  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  King  Richard  King 
landed  at  Milford-haven  with  his  troops  from  Ire-  ^ichf5d 

impriion- 

land,  intending  to  join  the  Duke  of  York,  who  he  ed. 
believed  to  be  at  the  head  of  an  army,  raifed  in 
his  name,  to  fupport  his  authority.  But  whew  he 
received  intelligence  that  theRegen  t  and  his  forces 
had  united  with  the  Duke  of  Lancafter,  he  di£ 
banded  his  fmallarmy,  and  retired  with  a  few  faith- 
ful friends  to  Con  way.  Here  it  was  debated  in  his 
little  council,  whether  he  fhould  leave  the  king* 
dom,  and  take  flielter  in  his  French  dominions,  or 
open  a  negotiation  with  the  Duke  of  Lancafter, 
who  had  not  yet  declared  his  defigns  upon  the 
crown.  The  laft  and  moft  imprudent  of  thefe 
meafures  was  adopted,  and  the  Duke  of  Exeter 
fent  to  propoie  the  treaty;  but  was  detained  by  the 
Duke  of  Lancafter,  who  difpatched  the  Earl  of 
Northumberland  to  Conway  with  very  moderate 
demands,  which  were  readily  granted.  The  Earl 
then  invited  Richard  to  a  perfonal  conference 
with  the  Duke  of  Lancafter,  in  Flint  caftle,  to 
finilh  the  negotiation;  to  which  the  King  agreed, 

172  T.  Otterbourne,  p.  205. 
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A.D.I399.  and  immediately  fet  out  from  Conway,  Au- 
guft  19.,  accompanied  by  his  few  remaining 
friends.  But  on  the  road  they  were  furrounded 
by  a  body  of  armed  men,  and  conducted  to  the 
caftle  of  FHnt  as  prifoners.  Next  day  the  Duke 
of  Lancafter,  after  a  fhort  conference  (in  which 
he  faid  he  was  come  to  afiift  his  coufin  in  the  go- 
vernment of  the  kingdom),  conducted  the  King 
to  his  head  quarters  at  Chefter ;  and  from  thence 
by  eafy  journies,  to  the  tower  of  London,  where 
he  was  lodged  on  Tuefday  September  2. l" 

King  Ri-  The  Duke  of  Lancafler,  having  the  King  in  his 
Power>  no  longer  confined  his  pretenfions  to  the 
eftate  of  Lancafter,  but  publicly  afpired  to  the 
crown  j  and  employed  all  his  art  to  obtain  it  in  a 
manner  that  had  a  plaufible  appearance.  When 
the  plan  was  formed,  it  was  propofed  in  council  by 
theDuke  of  York  to  this  purpofe — That  the  King 
fhould  be  made  to  fubfcribe  a  refignation  of  his 
crown ;  and  that  he  ftiould  alfo  be  depofed  by  par- 
liament, for  certain  crimes,  that  it  might  appear 
he  was  willing  to  give  up  his  crown,  and  that  the 
nation  thought  him  unworthy  of  pofTeffing  it I74. 
To  carry  this  plan  into  execution,  a  parliament 
was  fummoned  in  King  Richard's  name,  to  meet 
at  Weft-minder  September  30.  On  the  day  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  parliament,  King  Richard, 
in  his  chamber  in  the  tower,  before  the  Duke  of 
Lancafter,  with  the  prelates  and  lords  of  his  party, 

173  T.Walfing.  p.  358.  T.  Otterbourne,  p.  208.  Froiflart,  torn.  4. 
ch.  no.  Life  of  Richard  by  a  Perfon  of  Quality,  p.  190.  Carte, 
vol.  a.  p- 634,  635. 

'»  Life  of  Richard  II.  p.  191. 
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fubfcribed  the  inftrument  of  his  refignation,  con-  A.D.I399. 
ceivecl  in  as  clear  and  ftrong  terms  as  could  be  ' — *~~* 
devifed 17S.    When  the  parliament  met,  this  inftru- 
ment was  produced  and  read  ;  and  the  members 
being  a(ked,  if  they  accepted  of  this  refignation, 
anfwered  in  the  affirmative. I7<5 

It  was  then  propofed,  in  order  to  remove  all  Articles 
fcruples  and  doubts, that  certain  articles,  contain-  ^*in 
ing  the  crimes  and  errors  of  which  King  Richard  Richard, 
had  been  guilty,  and  for  which  he  deferved  to  be 
depofed,  ihould  be  read;  which  was  accordingly 
done.     To  thefe  articles  (which  were  thirty-five 
in  number)  was  prefixed  King  Richard's  coro- 
nation-oath ;  and  the  defign  of  the  feveral  arti- 
cles was  to  prove,  that  by  ftich  and  fuch  a6ls  of 
government  he  had  violated  that  oath.     Thefe 
articles  being  too  long  to  be  here  inferted,  it  is 
fufficient  to  fay,  that  fome  of  them  were  falfe, 
fome  of  them  trifling,  many  of  them  exaggerated, 
and  a  few  of  them  but  too  well  founded :  for  it 
cannot  be  denied,  that  Richard  had  been  guilty  of 
many  imprudent,  and  of  fome  illegal  actions.'77 

Though  many  lords  and  prelates  in  this  par-  Kin 
liament  had  been  loaded  with  benefits  by  King  Richard 
Richard,  none  of  them  had  the  courage  or  grati-    epo  e 
tude  to  (peak  a  word  in  his  defence  on  this  occa- 
lion,  except  Thomas  Merks,  Bifhop  of  Carlifle17*. 


175  Life  of  Richard II.  p.  195.     Otterbourne,  p.aia. 

"*  T.Walfing.  p. 359.  ''  Knyghton,  col.a746 — 2756. 

178  Sir  John  Froiflart  relates,  that  the  King's  favourite  dog,  named 
Math,  forfook  his  mafter  as  foon  as  he  faw  him  taken  prifoner,  and 
fawned  upon  the  Duke  of  Lancafter.  Froiffart,  torn, 4.  ch.no. 

t2  That 
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A.D.IJ99.  That  learned  and  undaunted  prelate,  in  a  long 
' — v~— • '  and  eloquent  fpeech,  expofed  the  iniquity  and 
danger  of  the  prefent  proceedings,  and  vindicated 
the  character  of  his  unhappy  fovereign  in  many 
particulars,  imputing  the  errors  into  which  he 
had  fallen  rather  to  his  want  of  experience,  or  to 
evil  council,  than  to  malice 179.  The  only  anfwer 
given  to  this  fpeech  was  an  order  to  the  Earl 
Marfhal,  from  the  Duke  of  Lancafter,  to  take  the 
Bifhop  into  cuftody,  and  fend  him  a  prifoner  to 
the  abbey  of  St.  Alban's  :  a  more  unconftitu- 
tional  and  arbitrary  deed  than  any  King  Richard 
had  ever  done !  After  this  there  was  an  end  to 
all  debate.  All  the  articles  were  fuftained  as 
true;  King  Richard  was  folemnly  depofed;  and 
a  committee  appointed  to  intimate  that  fentence 
to  the  degraded  monarch.  IS° 

Acceffion  The  throne  of  England  being  thus  declared 
of  Henry  emptyy  Henry  Duke  of  Lancafter  (though  he  was 
not  the  neareft  heir  to  the  laft  poffeffor)  arofe 
from  his  feat,  and  (having  with  great  appearance 
of  devotion,  invoked  the  name  of  Chrift,  and 
crofled  himfelf  on  the  breaft  and  forehead) 
claimed  the  crown  in  the  following  remarkable 
words, — "  In  the  name  ofFadher,  Son,  and  Holy 
«c  Ghoji,  I  Henry  of  Lancafter,  challenge  this 
"  retime  of  Ynglonde,  and  the  croune,  with  all  the 
"  members,  and  the  apurtenances,  als  I  that  am 
**  dejcendil  be  ryght  lyne  of  the  blode,  cumyngfra 

179  Hay  ward's  Life  of  Henry  IV.  p.  101. 
'"•'  Waiting.  p-359-     Otterbourne,  p.aiS. 

"  the 
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"  the  gude  lorde  King  Henry  Thirde,  and  throghe  AJX  1399. 
"  that  rygt  that  God  of  his  grace  hathfent  me  'with  '      """""'' 
"  helpe  of  my  l?yn,  and  of  my  frendes  to  recover 
"  it;  the  whiche  rewme  was  in  poynt  to  be  ondone 
"  for  defaut  of  governance,  and  undoying  of  the 
"  gude  lawes ISI."     This  very  artful  and  ambigu- 
ous fpeech,  which  hinted  at  the  two  different  ti- 
tles of  defcent  and  conqueft,  was  received  with 
great  applaufe ;  and  the  Duke's  claim,  though 
all  the  world  knew  it  to  be  ill-founded,  was  una- 
iiimoufly   declared   by   parliament   to  be  juft. 
Upon  this,  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  took 
Henry  by  the  right  hand,  and  conducted  him  to- 
wards the  empty  throne;  and,  with  the  afMance 
of  the  Archbiftiop  of  York,placedhim  in  it,  amidft 
the  loud  acclamations  of  the  whole  aflembly. 
As  foon  as  filenee  could  be  procured,  the  primate 
preached  a  very  indifferent  fermon  (if  the  hiflorian 
hath  not  wronged  him)  from  i  Samuel,  ix.  j  7. 
"  Behold  the  man  whom  I  fpake  to  thee  of:  this 
"  fame  fliall  reign  over  my  people."     Sermon 
being  ended,  the  new  king  apprehending  that 
the  hint  at  conqueft  in  his  former  fpeech  might 
give  fome  offence,  flood  up,  and  made  the  follow- 
ing declaration  :  "  Sires,  I  thank  God,  andzo'we, 
"  fpirituel  and  temporel,  and  all  tie  ajiates  of  the 
"  lond,  and  do  zowe  to  ivyte,  it  es  noght  my  mil 
"  that  no  man  thynk  that  be  *waye  of  conqueft  I 
66  wold  diflierit  any  man  of  his  heritage,  franches, 
*'  or  other  ryghts  that  hym  aght  to  have,  no  put  hym 

181  Kayghtoa,  col.  a 75  7. 

"   OUt 
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A.D.I399-  "  out  of  that  that  he  has,  and  has  had  by  the  gude 
1  -*•  -'  "  latves  and  cujlumes  of  the  resume :  except  thofe 
66  perfons  that  has  ben  agan  the  gudepurpofe,  and 
"  the  commune  profyt  of  the  rewme ISV  Thus 
ended  the  important  bufinefs  of  this  memorable 
day  (September  30.,  A.D.  1399.),  in  which  one 
king  was  pulled  down,  and  another  exalted  to 
the  throne  of  England.  The  fatal  confequences 
of  this  revolution  will  appear  in  the  firft  chapter 
of  the  fifth  book  of  this  work. 

Death  Though  the  fate  of  the  dethroned  King  doth 

of  Ri-  not.  fau  within  the  limits  of  our  prefent  period, 
it  followed  fo  foon  after  it,  and  is  fo  intimately 
connected  with  it,  that  it  can  be  no  great  impro- 
priety to  introduce  it  here,  together  with  a  very 
fliort  character  of  that  unhappy  prince.  Richard 
did  not  long  furvive  his  deposition,  though  the 
exact  time  and  manner  of  his  death  are  not  cer- 
tainly known  IS3.  The  moft  probable  account  is, 
that  he  was  ftarved  to  death  in  the  caftle  of  Pon- 
tefract  in  Yorkihire,  about  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1400. IS4 

His  cha-  Richard  of  Bourdeaux(fo  called  from  the  place 
of  his  birth)  was  remarkably  beautiful  and  hand- 
fome  in  his  perfon,  and  doth  not  feem  to  have 
been  naturally  defective  either  in  courage  or  un- 
derftanding:  for  on  fome  occalions,  particularly 
in  the  dangerous  infurrection  of  the  commons,  he 


*Sj  Knyghton,  001.2758,  2759.  I8j  Froiflart,  1.4.  0.119. 

184  Otterbourae,  p.  419.     Vita  Richard  II.  p.  162.      Anglia  Sacra* 
torn.*,  p-365- 

acted 
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acted  with  a  degree  of  fpirit  and  prudence  fu-  A.D.i399. 
perior  to  his  years.  But  his  education  was  mi- 
lerably  neglected,  or  rather  he  was  intentionally 
corrupted  and  debauched  by  his  three  ambitious 
uncles,  who,  being  defirous  of  retaining  the  ma- 
nagement of  all  affairs,  encouraged  him  to  fpend 
his  time  in  the  company  of  diflblute  young 
people  of  both  fexes,  in  a  continued  courfe  of 
leading  -and  diffipation.  By  this  means  he  con- 
tracted a  tafte  for  pomp  and  pleafure,  and  a 
diilike  to  bufinefs.  The  greateft  foible  in  the 
character  of  this  unhappy  prince,  was  an  excef- 
five  fondnefs  for,  and  unbounded  liberality  to  his 
favourites,  which  enraged  his  uncles,  particularly 
the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  and  difgufted  fuch  of 
the  nobility  as  did  not  partake  of  his  bounty.  He 
was  an  affectionate  hufband,  a  generous  matter, 
and  a  faithful  friend ;  and,  if  he  had  received  a 
proper  education,  might  have  proved  a  great  and 
good  king.  Richard  was  dethroned  in  the  23d 
year  of  his  reign,  and  the  34th  of  his  age,  and 
never  had  any  children.  If  any  regard  had  been 
paid  to  the  conflitution  or  the  rights  of  blood, 
he  would  have  been  fucceeded  by  Edmund  Mor- 
timer Earl  of  March,  defcended  from  LioneJ 
Duke  of  Clarence,  third  fon  of  Edward  III.  and 
elder  brother  of  John  of  Gaunt  Duke  of  Lan- 
cafler.  But  in  the  tumult  of  faction  wrhich  at- 
tended this  revolution,  that  young  nobleman's 
name  and  rights  were  hardly  ever  mentioned, 
though  his  father,  Roger  Mortimer  Earl  of 
March,  had  been  declared  prefumptive  heir 

VOL.   VII.  B  B  Of 
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of   the   crown,    by  ae~l   of  parliament,   A.  D. 
1385. ISS 

DAVID  IL  KinS  of  Scotland,  the  Ion  and  fuc- 
cefTor  of  the  heroic  Robert  Bruce,  died  A.  D. 
1371.5  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  nephew  Robert 
Stewart l85.  During  the  firft  years  of  this  prince's 
reign,  the  borderers  of  both  the  Britiih  kingdoms 
made  frequent  incurfions  into  each  other's  coun- 
tries I8?.  To  put  a  flop  to  thefe  predatory  expedi- 
tions, which  were  very  deftru6tive,  feveral  meet- 
ings were  held  between  commiffioners  appointed 
by  both  kings,  who  made  fliort  truces,  which 
were  ill  obferved  ISS.  John  of  Gaunt,  King  of 
Caftile  and  Duke  of  Lancaller,  being  at  Berwick, 
A.  D.  1381.,  negotiating  one  of  thefe  truces, 
when  the  great  infurrection  of  the  commons 
(to  whom  he  was  obnoxiousj  broke  out,  he 
retired  into  Scotland,  and  was  very  hofpitably 
entertained  at  Holyroodhoufe,  till  the  infur- 
cents  were  difperfed  1S?.  As  foon  as  the  three 
years  truce  which  had  been  made  at  Berwick 
was  expired,  the  war  was  renewed,  and  mutual 
invafions  took  place.  Two  of  the  invafions  of 
Scotland  by  the  Englifh  were  very  formidable  -y 
being  made  with  powerful  fleets,  as  well  as 
great  armies,  they  feemed  to  aim  at  conqueft, 
The  firft  of  thefe  invafions,  A.  D.  1384.,  was 
conducted  by  the  Duke  of  Lancafler,  and  the 

''-5  Parliament,  fiifi  vol,  i.  p.  387,  388. 
1S5  Fordun,  t.  a.  p.  380,  &c  in  not. 
187   Buchan.  Hift.  1.  9.  p.  168,  &c. 
?s  Rymcri  Feed.  t.  7.  p.  175.  183.  soiS.  445.  379. 
1:9  Id.  ibid.  p.  312.    Buchan.  p.  169. 

1 1  fecond,. 
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fecond,  A.  D.  1385.,  by  Richard  II.  in  perfon.  A.D.i388. 
But  they  both  terminated,  as  many  others  had 
done,  in  the  devaluation  of  the  country  nea-r  the 
border ;  and  thefe  devastations  were  retaliated 
by  the  Scots,  affifced  by  fome  French  auxili- 
aries ls°.  In  one  of  thefe  inctirfions  of  the  Scots 
into  England,  the  famous  battle  of  Otterburn 
was  fought,  A.D.  1388.,  with  great  valour  on 
both  fides,  in  which  Henry  Lord  Percy,  who 
commanded  the  Englifh,  was  taken,  and  James 
Earl  of  Douglas,  who  commanded  the  Scots,  was 
killed. I9J 

Robert  II.  finding  himfelf  unfit  for  the  ma-  Death,  &c. 
nagement  of  affairs,  through  age  and  bodily  in-  °r  R°" 
firmities,  conflituted  his  fecond  fon,  Robert  Earl 
of  Fife,  governor  of  the  kingdom,  in  a  parliament 
held  at  Edinburgh,  A.  D.  1389. 19Z  The  gover- 
nor, immediately  after  his  elevation  to  that  dig- 
nity, raifed  an  army  and  made  an  incurfion  into 
England  ;  but  the  Englifh  avoiding  an  engage- 
ment, he  plundered  fome  part  of  the  open  coun- 
try, and  then  returned  home.  About  the  fame 
time  ambaffadors  came  to  the  court  of  Scotland, 
from  the  kings  of  France  and  England,  to  notify 
a  truce  for  three  years,  which  had  been  lately 
concluded  between  thefe  two  princes,  and  fuch 
of  their  allies  as  acceded  to  it.  The  ambaffadors 
applying  to  the  governor,  he  referred  them  to 
the  king  his  father,  who  acceded  to  the  truce, 
which  gave  a  check  to  the  mutual  depredations 

190  Walfmg.  p.  316,  317.     Fordun,  t.  2.  p.  401. 
'»'  Id.  ibid.  p.  406—414.  I9Z  Id.  ibid. 
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A.D.I388.  of  the  borderers  for  fome  time193.     The  King 

' ' — '  died  1 7th  April  A.  D.   1390.,  in  the  twentieth 

year  of  his  reign,  and  the  feventy-fourth  of  his 
age.  He  was  remarkably  tall,  of  a  cheerful  and 
pleafant  countenance,  and  great  affability  of 
manners ;  but  being  of  a  mild  pacific  fpirit,  he 
had  but  little  authority  over  fome  of  his  turbu- 
lent barons,  who  raifed  armies,  and  engaged  in 
wars,  without  fo  much  as  afking  his  confent.194 
Marriages  Robert  II.  when  he  was  very  young,  married 
bertn".  Elizabeth  More,  daughter  of  Sir  Adam  More, 
with  whom  he  was  within  the  prohibited  degrees 
of  confanguinity  or  affinity,  and  on  that  account 
their  marriage  was  for  fome  time  efteemed  un- 
lawful, becaufe  it  had  been  celebrated  without  a 
papal  difpenfation.  But  that  difpenfation  was 
obtained  A.  D.  1349.,  by  which  the  legality  of 
the  marriage  was  completed  I9S.  By  this  lady, 
who  died  long  before  his  acceflion,  he  had  three 
fons,  John  Earl  of  Carrick,  Robert  Earl  of  Fife, 
and  Alexander  Earl  of  Buchan.  After  the 
death  of  Elizabeth,  he  married  the  Lady  Euphe- 
mia,  daughter  of  Hugh  Earl  of  Ross,  by  whom 
he  had  two  fons,  Walter  Earl  of  Athol,  and 
David  Earl  of  Strathern.  The  miftakes  of  many 
of  our  hiftorians  concerning  the  marriages  of 
this  prince,  are  fully  detected  in  the  dhTertation 
quoted  below,  and  the  legitimacy  of  his  five  fons 
clearly  eftablimed. I96 

"3  Rymeri  Feed.  t.  7.  p.  675. 

'•4  Fordun,  t.  2.  p.  383.  I9S  Id.  ibid.  1.  II.  c.  13.  p.  150. 

195  See  De  nuptiis  Roberti  Senefcalli  Scotia:  atque  Elizabethcs 
Mora:  dijfertatio,  printed  at  the  end  of  the  fecond  volume  of  the 
Edinburgh  edition  of  Fordun. 

Robert 
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Robert II.  was  fucceededbyhis  eldeft  fon  John,  A.D.I396. 
who  was  crowned  at  Scone,  Auguft  13.,  and  im-  ' — * — ' 
mediately  after,  by  the  advice  of  his  parliament, 
affumed  the  name  of  Robert  III. '"    This  prince, 
before  his  coronation,  took  a  folemn  oath  to  ob- 
ferve  the  truce  with  England ;  and  that  truce 
being  afterwards  prolonged  for  feveral  years, 
fecured  his  kingdom  from  foreign  enemies 198.  But 
its  internal  tranquillity  was  very  much  difturbed 
by  violent  quarrels  and  deadly  feuds  between 
different  clans  and  families.     One  of  thefe  feuds 
between  two  of  the  highland  clans,  which  had 
been  very  bloody,  and  threatened  the  extirpation 
of  them  both,    was  determined  by   a    folemn 
judicial   combat  between  thirty  of  each   clan, 
before   the  king  and   court,  and  a  prodigious 
multitude  of  fpe6lators,  in  a  beautiful  plain  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Tay,  near  Perth,  A.D.  1396. 
This  combat,   with   fwords   only,  without  any 
defenfive   armour,  was  fought  with  fuch  unre- 
lenting fury,  that  nineteen  on  the  one  fide  were 
killed,  and   the  remaining  eleven   dangeroufly 
wounded,  while  only   one   on    the  other  lide 
furvived,  but  unhurt '".     In  a  parliament  held 
at  Scone,  April  28.  A.D.  1398.,  the  king  created 
his  eldeft  fon  David  Duke  of  Rothfay,  and  his 
brother   Robert   Earl  of    Fife,  who    had    ftill 
the    chief   direction    of   all    affairs,   Duke    of 
Albany,  which  were  the  two  firfl  dukes  in  Scot- 
land 20°.     The  truce  between  England  and  Scot- 

191  Fordun,  t,  a.  p.  418. 

193  Rymeri  Feed.  t.  7.  p.  683.  725. 

'"  Fordun,  torn.  2.   p.  420,     Buchan.  1,  IO.  c.  I. 

103  Fordun,  torn.  a.  p.  422. 
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AJ)  8  land  being  terminated  by  the  depofition  oi' 
Richard  III.  hoftilities  between  the  two  king- 
doms were  renewed  foon  after  the  accefiion  of 
Henry.  IV.  But  as  the  time  of  thefe  hoftilities, 
and  of  the  other  events  of  the  reign  of  Robert  III. 
is  without  the  limits  of  our  prefent  period,  the 
hiftory  of  them  will  be  more  properly  introduced 
in  the  firft  chapter  of  the  fifth  book  of  this 
work. 
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